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ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 

 

JANUARY 5, 2023 SESSION – INVOCATION, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

1/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of Michigan, 

met in the Board Room of the County Services Building in the Township of 

Allegan on January 5, 2022 at 9:00 A.M. in accordance with the motion for 

adjournment of December 8, 2022, and rules of this board; Chief Deputy Clerk 

Porter presiding. 

 Chief Circuit Court Judge Roberts Kengis performed the Oath of Office 

for all the Commissioners for term January 1, 2023 through December 31, 

2024. 

The invocation was offered by District #3 Commissioner Kapenga. 

 The Chief Deputy Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for the 

respective Districts: 

  

 DIST #1 JIM STOREY 

 DIST #2 MARK DEYOUNG 

DIST #3 DEAN KAPENGA 

 DIST #4 SCOTT BELTMAN 

DIST #5 GALE DUGAN  

 

ELECTION ON TEMPORARY CHAIRPERSON 

2/ Chief Deputy Clerk Porter opened the meeting for nominations for 

Temporary Chairperson for the 2023 Board of Commissioners. 

 

 Commissioner Kapenga nominated Commissioner DeYoung. 

 

 Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

Commissioner DeYoung was elected as Temporary Chairperson of the Board of 

Commissioners. 

 

TERM OF OFFICE FOR CHAIRPERSON OF THE BOARD 

3/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to have 

the term of office for the Chairperson the Board be 1 year. Motion failed by 

roll call vote. Yeas: Dugan. Nays: Storey, DeYoung, Kapenga and Beltman. 

Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Beltman to have 

the term of office for the Chairperson of the Board be 2 years. Motion 

carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON OF THE BOARD FOR 2023-2024 

4/ Temporary Chairman DeYoung opened the meeting for nominations for 

Chairperson of the 2023-2024 Board of Commissioners. 

  

 Commissioner Dugan nominated Commissioner Storey 

  

Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

Commissioner Storey was elected as the Chairperson of the Board of 

Commissioners.  
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ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRPERSON OF THE BOARD FOR 2023 

5/ Temporary Chairman DeYoung opened the meeting for nominations for Vice-

Chairperson of the 2023 Board of Commissioners. 

  

 Commissioner Storey nominated Commissioner Kapenga 

  

Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

Commissioner Kapenga was elected as the Vice-Chairperson of the Board of 

Commissioners. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 

6/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and as there 

were no comments from the public, he closed the meeting to public 

participation. 

 

PRESENTATION – RETIREMENT RECOGNITION 

7/ Judge Baillargeon thanked District Court Administrator Linda Lenahan 

for her 20 years of service to Allegan County and introduced the new 

District Court Administrator Jessica Winsemius. 

 Administrator Sarro and Commissioner Storey also recognized Linda 

Lenahan for her service to Allegan County. 

 

BOARD POLICIES/PLANNING: 

 

BOARD RULES OF ORGANIZATION 

8/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Beltman to have 

discussion during the January 12, 2023 session regarding per diem/mileage 

for the county boards and commissions. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to 

approve the amendments to the Board Rules of Organization as presented. 

Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

Moved by Commissioner DeYoung, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the Board Rules of Organization as presented. Motion carried by roll 

call vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
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BREAK – 10:06 A.M. 

9/ Upon reconvening at 10:14 A.M., the following Commissioners were 

present: Commissioner Storey, DeYoung, Kapenga, Beltman and Dugan. Absent: 

None. 

 

ELECTIONS - ALLEGAN COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION 

10/ Chairman Storey opened nominations to fill the remainder of a 6-year 

term on the Allegan County Road Commission; term to expire 12/31/2028. 

 

Commissioner Dugan nominated James Rybicki, 71 129th Ave, Wayland 

Commissioner Beltman nominated Rick Cain, 2554 Seymour Dr, Shelbyville 

 

Moved by Commissioner DeYoung, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

close the nominations and distribute ballots to all Commissioners. Results 

were tallied and Rick Cain received 4 votes (Storey, DeYoung, Kapenga and 

Beltman) and James Rybicki received 1 vote (Dugan). Rick Cain was elected to 

the Allegan County Road Commission. 

 

APPOINTMENTS 

11/ 

AREA COMMUNITY SERVICES EMPLOYMENT & TRAINING COUNCIL 

 Chairman Storey announced the appointment of the following individual 

to the Area Community Services Employment & Training Council to fill the 

remainder of a 1-year term; term to expire 12/31/2023. 

 

 Jim Storey, 344 W. 35th St, Holland 

 

 Moved by Commissioner DeYoung, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the appointment as made. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

AREA AGENCY ON AGING 

 Chairman Storey announced the appointment of the following individual 

to the Area Agency on Aging to fill the remainder of a 2-year term; term to 

expire 12/31/2024. 

 

 Mark DeYoung, 4169 Hickory, Dorr 

 

 Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Beltman to 

approve the appointment as made. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
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COMMUNITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES COMMITTEE 

 Chairman Storey announced the appointment of the following individual 

to the Community Economic Development Strategies Committee to fill the 

remainder of a 1-year term; term to expire 12/31/2023. 

 

 Jim Storey, 344 W 35th St, Holland 

 

 Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to 

approve the appointment as made. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

COMMISSIONER BELTMAN—APPOINTMENTS/ELECTION 

12/ WHEREAS, Chairperson Storey announced the appointment of Scott Beltman 

of 3110 130th Ave, Hopkins, as County Commissioner Representative on the: 

• Michigan State Extension District 7 Council to fill the remainder of 

the 2-year term, term to expire 12/31/2023 

• Tourist Council to fill the remainder of the 3-year term, term to 

expire 12/31/2024 

• West Michigan Regional Planning Commission to fill the remainder of the 

1-year term, term to expire 12/31/2023; and 

 WHEREAS, no other commissioners have expressed interest in filling the 

vacant County Commissioner Representative position on the Economic 

Development Commission. 

 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the above-noted appointments are 

confirmed; and 

 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that through this resolution, Scott Beltman is 

hereby nominated as the County Commissioner Representative to fill the 

remainder of a 3-year term on the Economic Development Commission, term to 

expire 12/31/2024, nominations are closed, a unanimous ballot has been cast, 

and Scott Beltman of 3110 130th Ave, Hopkins, is hereby elected to said 

position. 

 Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 

5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

13/ WHEREAS, effective January 1, 2023, the Board of Commissioners was 

reduced from 7 County Commissioners to 5; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners, through this transition, has 

considered reductions to existing Boards & Commissions; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with MCL 123.732, Section 2(3), a board of 

public works shall consist of 5, 7, or 9 members. 

WHEREAS, the County’s Board of Public Works currently consists of 7 

members. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners reduces the 

Board of Public Works to a 5-member board. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call. Yeas: 5 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
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BOARD PLANNING SESSIONS—APPROVE 2023 MEETING DATES 

14/ WHEREAS, the following schedule has been presented for meetings of the 

Allegan County Board of Commissioners to be held at 9:00 A.M. (*unless 

otherwise indicated below) in the Board Room, County Services Building, 3283 

- 122nd Avenue, Allegan Township, Michigan: 

January 12, 2023    9:00 A.M.  June 22, 2023  9:00 A.M. 

January 26, 2023    9:00 A.M.  July 13, 2023  9:00 A.M. 

February 9, 2023 9:00 A.M.  July 27, 2023  9:00 A.M. 

February 23, 2023 9:00 A.M.  August 10, 2023     9:00 A.M.  

March 9, 2023  9:00 A.M.  August 24, 2023 9:00 A.M.   

March 23, 2023  9:00 A.M.  September 14, 2023 9:00 A.M. 

April 13, 2023  9:00 A.M.  September 28, 2023 9:00 A.M. 

April 27, 2023  3:00 P.M.* October 12, 2023 3:00 P.M.* 

May 11, 2023  9:00 A.M.  October 26, 2023 9:00 A.M. 

May 25, 2023  9:00 A.M.  November 9, 2023 9:00 A.M.   

June 8, 2023  9:00 A.M.  December 14, 2023 9:00 A.M.   

 

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Allegan County Board of 

Commissioners hereby confirms the 2023 meeting dates as presented; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Clerk is hereby directed to post 

said dates in accordance with Act 261 of the Public Acts of 1968.  

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS—APPROVE 2023 MEETING DATES 

15/ WHEREAS, the following schedule has been presented for meetings of the 

Allegan County Board of Commissioners to be held at 1:00 P.M. (*or 7:00 

P.M.) in the Board Room, County Services Building, 3283 - 122nd Avenue, 

Allegan Township, Michigan: 

January 12, 2023 1:00 P.M.  June 22, 2023  1:00 P.M.  

January 26, 2023    1:00 P.M.  July 13, 2023  1:00 P.M. 

February 9, 2023 1:00 P.M.  July 27, 2023  1:00 P.M. 

February 23, 2023 1:00 P.M.  August 10, 2023     1:00 P.M.  

March 9, 2023  1:00 P.M.  August 24, 2023 1:00 P.M.   

March 23, 2023  1:00 P.M.  September 14, 2023 1:00 P.M. 

April 13, 2023  1:00 P.M.  September 28, 2023 1:00 P.M. 

April 27, 2023  7:00 P.M.* “Annual” October 12, 2023 7:00 P.M.* 

May 11, 2023  1:00 P.M.  October 26, 2023 1:00 P.M. 

May 25, 2023  1:00 P.M.  November 9, 2023 1:00 P.M.   

June 8, 2023  1:00 P.M.  December 14, 2023 1:00 P.M. 
   

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Allegan County Board of 

Commissioners hereby confirms the 2023 meeting dates as presented; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Clerk is hereby directed to post 

said dates in accordance with Act 261 of the Public Acts of 1968. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
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