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MORNING SESSION 

 

JANUARY 26, 2023 SESSION – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

1/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of Michigan, 

met in the Board Room of the County Services Building in the Township of 

Allegan on January 26, 2023 at 9:00 A.M. in accordance with the motion for 

adjournment of January 12, 2023, and rules of this board; Chairman Storey 

presiding. 

 The Deputy Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for the 

respective Districts: 

  

 DIST #1 JIM STOREY 

 DIST #2 MARK DEYOUNG 

DIST #3 DEAN KAPENGA 

 DIST #4 SCOTT BELTMAN 

DIST #5 GALE DUGAN  

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 

2/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and as there 

were no comments from the public, he closed the meeting to public 

participation. 

 

AGENDA ADDITIONS 

3/ Chairman Storey asked if there were any additions or changes to the 

agenda. Commissioner Dugan asked to have discussion on funding the 

rehabilitation to the courthouse and county services building – to be added 

under the Administrative Update.  

 Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Beltman to adopt 

the changes to the meeting agenda as requested. Motion carried by voice 

vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

AGENDA – ADOPTED AS AMENDED 

4/ Moved by Commissioner DeYoung, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to adopt 

the meeting agenda as amended. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 votes. 

Nays: 0 votes. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATE 

5/ Administrator Sarro noted his written report was submitted to 

Commissioners. Highlights included employee recruitment; facility master 

planning and funding methods; 911 Goes to Washington; multi agency 

collaborative council; parks update and public health newsletter. Under 

commissioner inquiries he gave an update on the deeds/agreements relating to 

Consumers. 
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BREAK – 10:05 A.M. 

6/ Upon reconvening at 10:20 A.M., the following Commissioners were 

present: Commissioner Storey, DeYoung, Kapenga, Beltman and Dugan.  

 

2023/27 BOARD PLANNING UPDATE 

7/ Administrator Sarro reflected on former Secretary of State Colin 

Powell’s thirteen rules of leadership and how it relates to Allegan County. 

Sarro reviewed the board’s responses to the National Community Survey with 

roundtable discussion following.  

 

BREAK – 12:02 P.M. 

8/ Upon reconvening at 12:25 P.M., the following Commissioners were 

present: Commissioner Storey, DeYoung, Kapenga, Beltman and Dugan.  

 

2023/27 BOARD PLANNING UPDATE CONTINUED 

9/ Discussion continued on the commissioner input on the National 

Community Survey.  

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 

10/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and as there 

were no comments from the public, he closed the meeting to public 

participation. 

 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL FEBRUARY 9, 2023 AT 9:00 A.M. 

11/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

adjourn until February 9, 2023 at 9:00 A.M. The motion carried by roll call 

vote and the meeting was adjourned at 12:52 P.M. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 

votes. 

 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

 

JANUARY 26, 2023 SESSION – INVOCATION, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

12/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of Michigan, 

met in the Board Room of the County Services Building in the Township of 

Allegan on January 26, 2023 at 1:00 P.M. in accordance with the motion for 

adjournment of January 12, 2023, and rules of this Board; Chairman Storey 

presiding. 

 The invocation was offered by District #2 Commissioner DeYoung. 

 The Deputy County Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for the 

respective Districts: 

  

 DIST #1 JIM STOREY 

 DIST #2 MARK DEYOUNG 

DIST #3 DEAN KAPENGA 

 DIST #4 SCOTT BELTMAN 

DIST #5 GALE DUGAN  
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COMMUNICATIONS 

13/ Deputy Clerk Tien noted to the board that they received the following 

communications: 

1. Branch County resolution on reclassification of the Prairie River 
2. Valley Township resolution opposing the relocation of the Allegan 

County offices 

 

JANUARY 26, 2023 SESSION MINUTES – ADOPTED 

14/ Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to 

approve the minutes for the January 26, 2023 session as distributed. Motion 

carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 

15/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and as there 

were no comments from the public, he closed the meeting to public 

participation. 

 

AGENDA – ADOPTED AS PRESENTED 

16/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Beltman to adopt 

the meeting agenda as presented. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

INTRODUCTIONS  

17/ Health Services Manager Randy Rapp introduced Daniel Fritsch to the 

Board as the new Solid Waste and Recycling Coordinator. 

 

CONSENT ITEMS: 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE – CLAIMS & INTERFUND TRANSFERS 

18/ WHEREAS, Administration has compiled the following claims for January 

20, 2023 and January 27, 2023; and 

WHEREAS, the following claims, which are chargeable against the County, 

were audited in accordance with Section 46.61 to 46.63, inclusive, M.C.L. 

1970 as amended and resolutions of the Board; and 

WHEREAS, said claims are listed in the 2023 Claims folder of the 

Commissioners’ Record of Claims. 

 

January 20, 2023 

  

 

TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 101  70,134.78 70,134.78  

Parks/Recreation Fund – 208   1,759.96 1,759.96  

Friend of the Court – Other – 216     1,416.84 1,416.84  

Health Department Fund – 221    37,260.63 37,260.63  

Solid Waste/Recycling - 226  60,745.64 60,745.64  

Indigent Defense Fund – 260   412,645.04 412,645.04  

Central Dispatch Fund – 261  4,468.64 4,468.64  
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Sheriffs Contract – All Other – 287   955.52 955.52  

Transportation Fund – 288  5,467.81 5,467.81  

Child Care Fund – 292  36,876.70 36,876.70  

Veterans Relief Fund – 293   1,510.66 1,510.66  

Senior Services Fund – 298  102,972.75 102,972.75  

Capital Improvement Fund - 401  19,506.15 19,506.15  

CIP – Youth Home Building Fund - 492  4,069.50 4,069.50  

Central Dispatch CIP – 496   6,470.75 6,470.75  

Property Tax Adjustments - 516  3,436.92 3,436.92  

Fleet Management/Motor Pool - 661   8.77 8.77  

Self-Insurance Fund – 677   15,619.72 15,619.72  

Drain Fund - 801  181,635.69 181,635.69  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS 
 

$966,962.47 $966,962.47  

 

January 27, 2023 

  

 

TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 101  106,660.97 106,660.97  

Parks/Recreation Fund – 208   108.08 108.08  

Friend of the Court – Cooperative Reimb. – 215   1,168.03 1,168.03  

Health Department Fund – 221    17,167.95 17,167.95  

Animal Shelter – 254   6,830.00 6,830.00  

Palisades Fund - 257  303.12 303.12  

Indigent Defense Fund – 260   61,556.52 61,556.52  

Central Dispatch Fund – 261  5,022.91 5,022.91  

Local Corrections Officers Training Fund – 264   837.55 837.55  

Grants – 279   4,425.90 4,425.90  

Sheriffs Contracts – 287   42.92 42.92  

Transportation Fund – 288  3,125.29 3,125.29  

Child Care Fund – 292  4,483.92 4,483.92  

Senior Services Fund – 298  -25.19 -25.19  

Capital Improvement Fund - 401  1,101.55 1,101.55  

Property Tax Adjustments - 516  20,307.41 20,307.41  

Tax Reversion 2019 – 619   3,894.64 3,894.64  

Tax Reversion 2020 – 620   43.53 43.53  

Revolving Drain Maintenance Fund - 639  36.01 36.01  

Drain Fund - 801  2,758.00 2,758.00  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS 
 

$239,849.11 $239,849.11  

 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners adopts the 

report of claims for January 20, 2023 and January 27, 2023. 
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Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to adopt 

the report of claims for January 20, 2023 and January 27, 2023. Motion 

carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT SYSTEM—ESTABLISHING AUTHORIZED SIGNATURES FOR 

CONTRACTS AND SERVICE CREDIT PURCHASE APPROVALS 

19/ BE IT RESOLVED the Allegan County Board of Commissioners adopts the attached 

MERS Resolution Establishing Authorized Signatures for Contracts and Service Credit 

Purpose Approval; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the County Administrator is authorized to sign the 

necessary documents on behalf of the Board. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 

5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

TRANSPORTATION – APPROVE FY2024 MDOT OPERATING AND CAPITAL ASSISTANCE 

APPLICATIONS 

20/ BE IT RESOLVED that the Allegan County Board of Commissioners hereby 

approves the request from Allegan County Transportation Services to approve 

the attached FY2023 Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) 

applications for operating and capital assistance 

 Regular Services - State Operating of $774,614 and Federal 

Operating - Section 5311 of $398,539  

 Job Access Reverse Commute of $102,300  

 Capital Section New Freedom-Mobility Management for $62,500 

 Capital Section Transit vehicles/equipment for $500,050 and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Administrator is authorized to 

purchase transit vehicles as requested in the application; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Board Chairperson and/or the County 

Administrator are authorized to sign the necessary documents and MDOT 

project authorizations, and the Executive Director of Finance is authorized 

to make necessary budget adjustments on behalf of the County. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 

5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
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ACTION ITEMS: 

 

FINANCE – ADOPT BUDGET POLICY #211 

21/ BE IT RESOLVED, that the Allegan County Board of Commissioners hereby 

adopts the updated Budget Policy #211, as attached, effective immediately; 

and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Administration shall post the policy to the 

County website. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 

5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
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DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

FINANCE – AMEND COUNTY PURCHASING POLICY 

22/ WHEREAS, the County Purchasing Policy currently outlines various dollar 

thresholds for appropriate purchasing requirements such as quotes, bids, 

etc.; and 

WHEREAS, a threshold document has been included in the budget policy 

for several years and has been reviewed annually, and includes both dollar 

value thresholds and approval levels. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners authorizes the 

County Administrator to update the purchasing policy to reflect any 

applicable dollar and approval threshold levels as approved through the 

budget policy; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following specific thresholds are 

authorized; and 

 

 Current Approved Change 

No Forms/Bids 

Required 

Under $500 Under $1,000 

Quote 

(Verbal/Written) 

$500 up to $2,000 Between $1,000 

and $2,499. 

Written with 

specs/Bids 

$2,001 up to $10,000 Between $2,500 

and $24,999 

Request for Proposals Excess of $10,000 $25,000 or more 

                                                           

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that this resolution shall be posted online with 

the County Purchasing Policy, until which time the policy is revised to 

incorporate the necessary updates. 

Moved by Commissioner Beltman, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to take 

immediate action and approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by 

roll call vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

2023-24 BOARDS & COMMISSIONS PER DIEM  

23/ BE IT RESOLVED that the Allegan County Board of Commissioners (Board) 

does hereby revise the following Boards and Commissions per diem 

compensation effective January 26, 2023; and 

 

Boards & Commissions Per Diem Rate 

911 Operational Policy & Procedure 

Committee 

$50 

Area Agency on Aging of W.  

Michigan Board of Directors 

$50 

Board of Canvassers $50 half day/$100  

full day 

Board of Public Works $50 

Boundary Commission  $50 half day/$100  

full day 

Broadband Action Workgroup $50 

Brownfield Redevelopment Authority $50 
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Building Authority $50(Non-County 

Employees) 

Commission on Aging $50 

Community Corrections Advisory  

Board 

$50 

Economic Development Commission $50 

Human Services Board $50 

Jury Board 

 

$50 half day/$100  

full day 

Local Emergency Planning Committee  $50 

Parks Advisory Board $50 

Soldiers & Sailors $50 

Solid Waste Planning Committee $50 

Tourist Council $50 

Water Study Workgroup $50 

West Michigan Regional Planning 

Committee 

$50 

The total meeting(s) time in one (1) day more than  

four (4) hours shall be considered one (1) full day.  

The total meeting(s) time in one (1) day of four (4)  

hours or less shall be considered one half (1/2) day.  

In the event an individual is a member of more than  

one board or commission and they may attend multiple  

meetings in a single day, the total per diem for that  

day shall not exceed $100.  

Travel time is included. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that members shall also be eligible to receive 

mileage reimbursement at the 60% of the current IRS rate; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that only members not already receiving compensation 

as part of their regular work duties or paid for by another source when attending 

meetings shall receive per diem and mileage; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Board shall review per diem in accordance with 

term or compensation review; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that this action shall become an attachment to the 

Board Rules of Organization. 

Moved by Commissioner Beltman, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the per diem rates in the attached schedule and award mileage at 60% 

of the Federal rate. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: Storey, 

DeYoung, Kapenga and Beltman. Nays: Dugan.  
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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS – LIVE STREAM & PUBLISHING RECORDINGS OF MEETINGS 

POLICY 

24/ Moved by Commissioner Beltman, seconded by Commissioner Storey to amend 

the Live Stream & Publishing Recordings of Meetings Policy to have the 

retention of the recordings be for 180 days. Motion carried by roll call 

vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes.  
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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS—SUPPORT THE REPOWERING OF PALISADES BY PLANT OWNER 

HOLTEC INTERNATIONAL 

25/ WHEREAS, the Palisades Nuclear Plant provided more than 800 megawatts 

of safe, reliable, and carbon-free generation to the State of Michigan; and  

WHEREAS, Palisades recently completed consecutive record-breaking 

generation runs and boasted an online reliability factor greater than 95 

percent, a testament to the workforce and continuous investment in safety 

and equipment reliability; and 

WHEREAS, Palisades provided 600 full-time, highly skilled, and good-

paying jobs in Southwest Michigan, which were supplemented by the influx of 

an additional 1,000 specialty workers into the community to support 

scheduled refueling and maintenance outages; and 

WHEREAS, Palisades was one of the largest taxpayers in the region, 

directly supporting local public school districts, Lake Michigan College, 

public libraries, and vital municipal services; and 

WHEREAS, a study by the Economic Growth Institute at the University of 

Michigan found that the shutdown of Palisades resulted in the annual loss of 

$259 million in labor income and value-added for the tri-county region; and  

WHEREAS, Palisades and its employees have long been actively involved 

and invested in community partners; and  

WHEREAS, Palisades has maintained strong community outreach and 

engagement with its stakeholders, including but not limited to state and 

local units of government, economic development organizations, non-profit 

organizations, labor, federally recognized Tribes, the public, and 

disadvantaged communities; and 

WHEREAS, Palisades provided a bridge of clean, reliable generation for 

the State of Michigan as it transitioned from fossil-fuel generation to 

renewable and advanced technologies, including the potential deployment of 

small modular reactors; and 

WHEREAS, the operation of Palisades supported the State of Michigan’s 

goals to cut carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gas emissions by millions 

of tons per year, thereby reducing the direct environmental and human health 

costs to disadvantaged communities and the general public; and  

WHEREAS, Palisades ranks in the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s 

highest safety category and has been recognized by the Institute of Nuclear 

Power Operations as a top-performing plant in the country; and 

WHEREAS, Palisades operated in strict adherence to all federal and 

state regulations under the independent oversight of the U.S. Nuclear 

Regulatory Commission to maintain the health and safety of our community, 

its workforce, and our environment. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Allegan County Board of Commissioners 

that it supports the repowering of Palisades by plant owner Holtec 

International in its application to the U.S. Department of Energy’s Civil 

Nuclear Credit Program; and  

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be sent to the 

Van Buren County Board of Commissioners, U.S. Senators Debbie Stabenow and 

Gary Peters, U.S. Rep. Bill Huizenga, Governor Whitmer, State Senators Aric 

Nesbit, Roger Victory, and Thomas Albert, and State Representatives Joey 

Andrews, Matt Hall, Rachelle Smit, Nancy DeBoer, Pauline Wendzel, and Angela 

Rigas.  
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Moved by Commissioner Storey, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 

5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

NON-GAMING PROPERTY – REQUEST FOR INPUT 

26/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

authorize Administration to release the letter to the United States 

Department of Interior Bureau of Indian Affairs. Motion carried by voice 

vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

APPOINTMENTS 

27/ 

PARKS ADVISORY BOARD 

 Chairman Storey announced the appointment of the following individual 

to the Parks Advisory Board to fill the remainder of a 3-year term; term to 

expire 12/31/2025. 

 

 Jackie Metz, 4066 102nd Ave, Allegan 

 

 Chairman Storey announced the appointment of the following individual 

to the Parks Advisory Board to fill the remainder of a 3-year term; term to 

expire 12/31/2024. 

 

 Dan Caywood, 4152 24th St, Dorr 

 

 Moved by Commissioner DeYoung, seconded by Commissioner Beltman to 

approve the appointments as made. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

SOLID WASTE PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 Chairman Storey announced the appointment of the following individuals 

to the Solid Waste Planning Committee to fill the remainder of a 2-year 

term; term to expire 12/31/2024. 

 

 David Redding, 105 Division St, Allegan 

  (City Government Representative) 

 

 Moved by Commissioner Beltman, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the appointments as made. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

 

911 OPERATIONAL POLICY AND PROCEDURE COMMITTEE 

 Chairman Storey announced the appointment of the following individual 

to the 911 Operational Policy and Procedure Committee to fill the remainder 

of a 2-year term; term to expire 7/31/2023. 

 

 Markie McGowan, 2966 56th St, Fennville 

 Currently on board as Medical Control Rep., now under 

Emergency Services 
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