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MORNING SESSION 

 

JULY 13, 2023 SESSION – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

1/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of Michigan, 

met in the Board Room of the County Services Building in the Township of 

Allegan on July 13, 2023 at 9:00 A.M. in accordance with the motion for 

adjournment of June 22, 2023, and rules of this board; Chairman Storey 

presiding. 

 The Deputy Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for the 

respective Districts: 

  

 DIST #1 JIM STOREY 

 DIST #2 MARK DEYOUNG 

DIST #3 DEAN KAPENGA 

 DIST #4 SCOTT BELTMAN 

DIST #5 GALE DUGAN  

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 

2/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and as there 

were no comments from the public, he closed the meeting to public 

participation. 

 

AGENDA – ADOPTED AS PRESENTED 

3/ Moved by Commissioner DeYoung, seconded by Commissioner Beltman to 

adopt the meeting agenda as presented. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

MEDICAL EXAMINER ANNUAL REPORT 

4/ Medical Examiner Dr. Joyce DeJong presented her annual report to the 

board. 

 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – MIDWEST STRATEGY 

5/ Adam Wright of Midwest Strategy updated the board on legislative 

updates in Lansing. Highlights included: repealed right to work, firearm and 

red flag laws, repealed pension tax, earned income tax credit, revenue 

sharing trust fund, aggregate mining, Senate Bills 129-132, implementation 

of Proposal 2, prevailing wage, completion of the budget and indigent 

defense.   

 

BREAK – 10:01 A.M. 

6/ Upon reconvening at 10:11 A.M., the following Commissioners were 

present: Commissioner Storey, DeYoung, Kapenga, Beltman and Dugan. Absent: 

None. 
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2023/27 BOARD STRATEGIC PLAN UPDATE – CALKINS DAM 

7/ Administrator Sarro updated the board on decommission of the Calkins 

Dam. Discussion followed. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Beltman to have 

Administration draft a resolution encouraging the Public Service Commission 

to hold a public meeting with stakeholders of the Consumers Energy Calkins 

Dam relicensing vs decommission matter. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

2024/28 BUDGET UPDATE – PERSONNEL REQUESTS 

8/ Administrator Sarro reviewed the personnel requests for the 2024/28 

budget. Discussion followed. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATE 

9/ Administrator Sarro noted that there is a need to purchase body cameras 

for the Sheriff Department and that a resolution has been drafted for review 

and approval. 

 Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Beltman to add 

the purchase of additional body cameras as an action item on the afternoon 

agenda. Motion carried by roll vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 

10/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and as there 

were no comments from the public, he closed the meeting to public 

participation. 

 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL JULY 27, 2023 AT 9:00 A.M. 

11/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Beltman to 

adjourn until July 27, 2023 at 9:00 A.M. The motion carried by voice vote 

and the meeting was adjourned at 11:54 A.M. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

 

JULY 13, 2023 SESSION – INVOCATION, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

12/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of Michigan, 

met in the Board Room of the County Services Building in the Township of 

Allegan on July 13, 2023 at 1:02 P.M. in accordance with the motion for 

adjournment of June 22, 2023, and rules of this Board; Chairman Storey 

presiding. 

 The invocation was offered by District #1 Commissioner Storey. 

 The Deputy County Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for the 

respective Districts: 

  

 DIST #1 JIM STOREY 

 DIST #2 MARK DEYOUNG 

DIST #3 DEAN KAPENGA 

 DIST #4 SCOTT BELTMAN 

DIST #5 GALE DUGAN  
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COMMUNICATIONS 

13/ Deputy Clerk Tien noted to the board that they received the following 

communications: 

1. St. Joseph County resolution on the 2nd Amendment 

2. Alger County resolutions: 2nd Amendment and to adequately fund 

mental health services; support of the “Revised School Code” 

HB4284; opposition to legislation preempting local control HB4526-

4528 

3. Delta County resolution reaffirming Delta County being a 2nd 

Amendment sanctuary county; and opposing proposed changes to the 

statewide septic code 

4. Mackinac County resolution opposing legislative proposal on 

establishing a statewide septic code 

 

JUNE 22, 2023 SESSION MINUTES – ADOPTED 

14/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the minutes for the June 22, 2023 session as distributed. Motion 

carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS 

15/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and the 

following individual offered comment: 

1. John Spencer introduced himself to the board. He is the District 
Manager for State Representative Matt Hall. 

 

AGENDA – ADDITIONS 

16/ Chairman Storey asked if there were any additions or changes to the 

agenda. Chairman Storey noted that during the morning session the board 

added action item #2 for the Sheriff Departments purchase of body cameras. 

 

AGENDA – ADOPTED AS AMENDED 

17/ Moved by Commissioner Beltman, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to 

adopt the meeting agenda as amended. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

PRESENTATIONS – RETIREMENT RECOGNITION 

18/ Administrator Sarro and Chairman Storey presented the retirement 

recognition certificate to Sherry Owen for her 13 years of service to 

Allegan County. 

 

INFORMATIONAL SESSION – ONPOINT 

19/ Executive Director Mark Witte presented the annual report for OnPoint. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

20/ Administrator Sarro noted his written report was submitted to 

Commissioners. Highlights included: courthouse 800Mhz radio system coverage 

amplification; ARPA funds update; MIDC compliance planning; and county 

surveyor stipend.  
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AMEND MEETING AGENDA 

21/ Moved by Commissioner Beltman, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to amend 

the meeting agenda and add action item #3 – approve resolution to meet with 

the Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) to discuss river hydroelectric 

power. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE – CLAIMS & INTERFUND TRANSFERS 

22/ WHEREAS, Administration has compiled the following claims for June 30, 

2023; July 7, 2023; and July 14, 2023; and 

WHEREAS, the following claims, which are chargeable against the County, 

were audited in accordance with Section 46.61 to 46.63, inclusive, M.C.L. 

1970 as amended and resolutions of the Board; and 

WHEREAS, said claims are listed in the 2023 Claims folder of the 

Commissioners’ Record of Claims. 

 

June 20, 2023 

  

 

TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 101  133,617.42 133,617.42  

Parks/Recreation Fund – 208   3,742.59 3,742.59  

Friend of the Court – Cooperative Reimb. – 215    3,475.89 3,475.89  

Health Department Fund – 221    12,567.43 12,567.43  

Solid Waste/Recycling – 226    9,839.49 9,839.49  

Brownfield Redevelopment Auth – 243   165.00 165.00  

Register of Deeds Automation Fund – 256   128.74 128.74  

Indigent Defense Fund – 260   50,484.30 50,484.30  

Central Dispatch Fund – 261   115,104.48 115,104.48  

Concealed Pistol Licensing Fund – 263   13.75 13.75  

Grants – 279   24,684.90 24,684.90  

Transportation Fund – 288   683.31 683.31  

Child Care Fund – 292  23,195.73 23,195.73  

Veterans Relief Fund – 293   70.87 70.87  

Senior Services Fund – 298   20,509.46 20,509.46  

American Rescue Plan Act – ARPA – 299   10,000.00 10,000.00  

Capital Improvement Fund – 401   119,584.55 119,584.55  

Property Tax Adjustments – 516   5,962.97 5,962.97  

Tax Reversion 2018 – 629   1,925.50 1,925.50  

Revolving Drain Maintenance Fund – 639   36.01 36.01  

Fleet Management/Motor Pool – 661   92.58 92.58  

Self-Insurance Fund – 677   918.54 918.54  

Drain Fund – 801   31,592.50 31,592.50  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS 
 

$568,396.01 $568,396.01  
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July 7, 2023 

  

 

TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 101  134,335.54 134,335.54  

Parks/Recreation Fund – 208   320.00 320.00  

Friend of the Court – Cooperative Reimb. – 215    397.64 397.64  

Health Department Fund – 221    18,224.67 18,224.67  

Solid Waste/Recycling – 226    15,617.11 15,617.11  

Indigent Defense Fund – 260   236.90 236.90  

Central Dispatch Fund – 261   57,175.90 57,175.90  

Local Corrections Officers Training Fund – 264   283.40 283.40  

Law Library Fund – 269   3,238.24 3,238.24  

Grants – 279   3,058.01 3,058.01  

Transportation Fund – 288   5,853.50 5,853.50  

Child Care Fund – 292  13,017.32 13,017.32  

Veterans Relief Fund – 293   17,289.31 17,289.31  

Senior Services Fund – 298   5,515.38 5,515.38  

American Rescue Plan Act – ARPA – 299   448.23 448.23  

Capital Improvement Fund – 401   1,250.44 1,250.44  

Property Tax Adjustments – 516   1,460.35 1,460.35  

Fleet Management/Motor Pool – 661   115.99 115.99  

Self-Insurance Fund – 677   403,461.30 403,461.30  

Drain Fund – 801   38,739.58 38,739.58  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS 
 

$720,038.81 $720,038.81  

 

July 14, 2023 

  

  

TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 101   161,815.64 161,815.64  

Parks/Recreation Fund – 208    5,005.71 5,005.71  

Friend of the Court – Cooperative Reimb. – 215     49.29 49.29  

Health Department Fund – 221     1,063.38 1,063.38  

Register of Deeds Automation Fund – 256    851.78 851.78  

Indigent Defense Fund – 260    104,850.72 104,850.72  

Central Dispatch Fund – 261    4,728.00 4,728.00  

Drug Law Enforcement Fund–SD – 265      37,191.30 37,191.30  

Grants – 279    8,968.15 8,968.15  

Transportation Fund – 288    118,624.17 118,624.17  

Child Care Fund – 292   27,496.83 27,496.83  

Veterans Relief Fund – 293    280.04 280.04  

Senior Services Fund – 298    7,927.50 7,927.50  

American Rescue Plan Act – ARPA – 299    5,157.70 5,157.70  
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Radio Debt Fund – 367    638,121.39 638,121.39  

Capital Improvement Fund – 401    16,400.00 16,400.00  

Property Tax Adjustments – 516    10,207.48 10,207.48  

Revolving Drain Maintenance Fund – 639    722.00 722.00  

Self-Insurance Fund – 677    21,899.66 21,899.66  

Drain Fund – 801    53,961.99 53,961.99  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS 
  

$1,225,322.73 $1,225,322.73  

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners adopts the 

report of claims for June 30, 2023; July 7, 2023; and July 14, 2023. 

Moved by Commissioner DeYoung, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to adopt 

the report of claims for June 30, 2023; July 7, 2023; and July 14, 2023. 

Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

  

ACTION ITEMS: 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS – CONCURS RECRUITMENT & RETENTION INITIATIVES 

23/ WHEREAS, the County Recruitment and Retention Plan has been updated for 

2022/2023, which includes the Board’s strategic initiatives from May 11, 

2023. 

 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board concurs with including the 

initiatives, as presented. 

 Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 

5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
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SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT – AUTHORIZE ADDITIONAL BODY WORN CAMERA PURCHASE 

24/ WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners (Board) approved a capital 

appropriation of $140,000 in the 2021 budget to procure a Body Worn Camera 

(BWC) Solution for the Sheriff’s Office, for which unspent funds were 

approved for, and have been carried over into 2022 to complete the 

implementation; and 

WHEREAS, on February 10, 2022 the Board awarded a bid for a BWC 

Solution to Axon Enterprise, Inc. 17800 North 85th Street, Scottsdale, 

Arizona 85255, for a not to exceed 1st Year implementation cost of $125,000 

and authorized the County Administrator to negotiate a final contract; and 

WHEREAS, the 1st Year implementation was completed successfully and 

additional BWCs are now necessary to maintain current BWC standards. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Board hereby authorizes the purchase of 

additional BWCs, and related 1st Year implementation costs for the additional 

units, through Axon Enterprise, Inc. not to exceed $30,000; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the County Administrator is authorized to 

make the necessary budget adjustments, and any necessary documents to 

complete this action are authorized to be negotiated and signed. 

 Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Beltman to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 

5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS – REQUEST TO MEET WITH MICHIGAN PUBLIC SERVICE 

COMMISSION (MPSC) TO DISCUSS RIVER HYDROELECTRIC POWER 

25/ WHEREAS, in a news release dated August 9, 2022, Consumers Energy 

announced it will “gather opinions from the public about the 13 dams they 

own and operate on five Michigan rivers to help guide their decisions about 

the future of those electric generating facilities”; and 

WHEREAS, on August 31, 2022, and June 27, 2023, Consumers Energy held a 

public meeting in Allegan County regarding Calkins Bridge Dam; and 

WHEREAS, public members and local leaders expressed great concern 

regarding the potential removal of the hydro facilities/dams during the 

meeting and have further expressed concerns in writing to the Board of 

Commissioners; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners believes that Lake Allegan is an 

integral part of our region, and other dams and lakes are likely an integral 

part of their respective regions, the dams and lakes should be preserved; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has identified river hydroelectric 

power as a reliable, stable source of power for both Allegan County and the 

State of Michigan; and  

WHEREAS, data provided by Consumers Energy demonstrates the relicensing 

and continued operations of Calkins Dam is cheaper for customers than 

decommissioning the dam; and 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Commissioners is requesting the 

MPSC meet locally in Allegan County to consider local input, educate 

stakeholders on the role of the MPSC and impact that may have on the future 

of the Calkins Dam, and to discuss the unique value proposition the Calkins 

Dam offers; and 
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