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MORNING SESSION 

 

OCTOBER 26, 2023 SESSION – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

1/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of Michigan, 

met in the Board Room of the County Services Building in the Township of 

Allegan on October 26, 2023 at 9:00 A.M. in accordance with the motion for 

adjournment of October 12, 2023, and rules of this board; Chairman Storey 

presiding. 

 The Deputy Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for the 

respective Districts: 

  

 DIST #1 JIM STOREY 

 DIST #2 MARK DEYOUNG 

DIST #3 DEAN KAPENGA 

 DIST #4 SCOTT BELTMAN 

DIST #5 GALE DUGAN  

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 

2/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and as there 

were no comments from the public, he closed the meeting to public 

participation. 

 

AGENDA – ADOPTED AS PRESENTED 

3/ Moved by Commissioner Beltman, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to adopt 

the meeting agenda as presented. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

2023/27 BOARD STRATEGIC PLAN UPDATES – STATE OF PUBLIC TRANSIT 

4/ Transportation Director Whitney Ehresman gave an update to the board on 

the history of public transportation prior to 2020, service expansion, and 

the future state of public transportation. 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS – RULES OF ORGANIZATION REVIEW 

5/ Commissioners reviewed the current Board Rules of Organization. Final 

adoption of any changes will take place at the Organizational meeting in 

January 2024. 

 

BREAK – 10:36 A.M. 

6/ Upon reconvening at 10:51 A.M., the following Commissioners were 

present: Commissioner Storey, DeYoung, Kapenga, Beltman and Dugan. Absent: 

None. 

 

AMEND MEETING AGENDA 

7/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to move 

the 2024 meeting dates for the board and planning sessions to the afternoon 

agenda as discussion item #2. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 votes. 

Nays: 0 votes. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATE – 3RD QUARTER CAPITAL REPORT 

8/ Project Manager Valdis Kalnins presented the 3rd quarter capital report. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 

9/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and as there 

were no comments from the public, he closed the meeting to public 

participation. 

 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL NOVEMBER 9, 2023 AT 9:00 A.M. 

10/ Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Beltman to 

adjourn until November 9, 2023 at 9:00 A.M. The motion carried by voice vote 

and the meeting was adjourned at 11:49 A.M. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

 

OCTOBER 26, 2023 SESSION – INVOCATION, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

11/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of Michigan, 

met in the Board Room of the County Services Building in the Township of 

Allegan on October 26, 2023 at 1:07 P.M. in accordance with the motion for 

adjournment of October 12, 2023, and rules of this Board; Chairman Storey 

presiding. 

 The invocation was offered by District #3 Commissioner Kapenga. 

 The Deputy County Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for the 

respective Districts: 

  

 DIST #1 JIM STOREY 

 DIST #2 MARK DEYOUNG 

DIST #3 DEAN KAPENGA 

 DIST #4 SCOTT BELTMAN 

DIST #5 GALE DUGAN  

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

12/ Deputy Clerk Tien noted to the board that they received the following 

communications: 

1. Cheboygan County resolution opposing any legislation preempting 

local control for solar and wind developments 

2. Lenawee County resolution in support of local control of land used 

3. Livingston County resolution establishing the Livingston County 

Health Advisory Committee 

4. Osceola County resolution opposing SB229, SB300, HB4479 and HB4480 

5. Ottawa County resolution on vaccines 

  

OCTOBER 12, 2023 SESSION MINUTES – ADOPTED 

13/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Beltman to 

approve the minutes for the October 12, 2023 session as distributed. Motion 

carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS 

14/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and the 

following individuals offered comments: 

1. Howard Bouwens Jr from Laketown Township addressed the board on the 
issue of banning non-governmental monies to fund elections 

2. Marla Weber of Heath Township addressed the board in support of the 
resolution to optimize election integrity 

3. Curtis Clark of Valley Township addressed the board regarding self- 
governance 

 

AGENDA – ADDITIONS 

15/ Chairman Storey asked if there were any additions or changes to the 

agenda. Commissioner DeYoung noted that discussion item #2 on 2024 board 

meeting dates was moved from the morning session to the afternoon session. 

 

AGENDA – ADOPTED AS AMENDED 

16/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to adopt 

the meeting agenda as amended. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 votes. 

Nays: 0 votes. 

 

PRESENTATION – MACATAWA AREA COORDINATING COUNCIL 

17/ Executive Director Jason Latham from Macatawa Area Coordinating Council 

(MACC) gave an update to the board on the services provided by MACC.  

 

PRESENTATION – 2023 TAX LEVIES 

18/ Equalization Director Matt Woolford addressed the board with the 2023 

Tax Levies. 

  

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

19/ Administrator Sarro noted his written report was submitted to 

Commissioners. Highlights included Armintrout-Milbocker nature preserve 

first anniversary, trick or treat events, broadband expansion project, 

wireless coverage drop zones and downtown construction updates.  

 

CONSENT ITEMS: 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE – CLAIMS & INTERFUND TRANSFERS 

20/ WHEREAS, Administration has compiled the following claims for October 

20, 2023 and October 27, 2023; and 

WHEREAS, the following claims, which are chargeable against the County, 

were audited in accordance with Section 46.61 to 46.63, inclusive, M.C.L. 

1970 as amended and resolutions of the Board; and 

WHEREAS, said claims are listed in the 2023 Claims folder of the 

Commissioners’ Record of Claims. 

October 20, 2023 

  

 

TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 101  128,905.54 128,905.54  
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Parks/Recreation Fund – 208   1,900.31 1,900.31  

Friend of the Court – Cooperative Reimb. – 215    106.06 106.06  

Health Department Fund – 221    3,695.39 3,695.39  

Solid Waste/Recycling – 226    82,598.14 82,598.14  

Indigent Defense Fund – 260   224,998.84 224,998.84  

Grants – 279   2,251.48 2,251.48  

Sheriffs Contracts – 287  144.41 144.41  

Transportation Fund – 288   2,780.24 2,780.24  

Child Care Fund – 292   7,931.30 7,931.30  

Senior Services Fund – 298   180,328.06 180,328.06  

American Rescue Plan Act – ARPA – 299   14,062.00 14,062.00  

Public Works Project Debit Fund – 365     125.00 125.00  

Jail Building Debt Fund – 366   125.00 125.00  

Fillmore: Re-Funding 2013 Bond Debt – 379   125.00 125.00  

Property Tax Adjustments – 516    18,380.70 18,380.70  

Self-Insurance Fund – 677   156,231.24 156,231.24  

Drain Fund – 801   95,155.24 95,155.24  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS 
 

$919,843.95 $919,843.95  

 

October 27, 2023 

  

 

TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 101  159,133.16 159,133.16  

Parks/Recreation Fund – 208   222.48 222.48  

Health Department Fund – 221    14,859.88 14,859.88  

Solid Waste/Recycling – 226    9,446.39 9,446.39  

Animal Shelter – 254   6,830.00 6,830.00  

Register of Deeds Automation Fund – 256   1,880.06 1,880.06  

Indigent Defense Fund – 260   2,057.79 2,057.79  

Central Dispatch Fund – 261   476.78 476.78  

Local Corrections Officers Training Fund – 264   1,257.36 1,257.36  

Crime Victims Rights Grant – 280    157.00 157.00  

Sheriffs Contracts – 287  373.94 373.94  

Transportation Fund – 288   3,692.77 3,692.77  

Child Care Fund – 292   12,881.34 12,881.34  

Veterans Relief Fund – 293   3,489.22 3,489.22  

Senior Services Fund – 298   2,665.40 2,665.40  

Capital Improvement Fund - 401   16,573.80 16,573.80  

CIP – Youth Home Building Fund – 492      6,256.00 6,256.00  

Central Dispatch CIP – 496   29,467.31 29,467.31  

Property Tax Adjustments – 516    1,852.06 1,852.06  

Tax Reversion 2018 – 629     634.00 634.00  
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Self-Insurance Fund – 677   1,425.91 1,425.91  

Drain Fund – 801   7,326.06 7,326.06  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS 
 

$282,958.71 $282,958.71  

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners adopts the 

report of claims for October 20, 2023 and October 27, 2023. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to adopt 

the report of claims for October 20, 2023 and October 27, 2023. Motion 

carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

  

ADMINISTRATION—ASSISTANT PROSECUTING ATTORNEY POSITION  

21/ WHEREAS, the Assistant Prosecuting Attorney (APA) position has 

specialized requirements and workforce availability and current pay within 

the market heavily influences what a fair and reasonable wage offering is at 

any point in time; and 

WHEREAS, a vacancy existed, and based on urgent needs, the County 

Administrator authorized hiring a well-qualified candidate above the 

midpoint. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners confirms the 

County Administrator’s hire of a APA position above the midpoint; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the County Administrator is authorized to hire 

any APA position above the midpoint at any step necessary within the C43 

range upon receipt of an analysis and recommendation from Human Resources, 

which shall also include input from the County Prosecuting Attorney and 

demonstration of a candidate’s experience and qualifications commensurate 

with the wage step being recommended; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the County Administrator is authorized to 

make any necessary budget adjustments to complete this action. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 

5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

ACTION ITEMS: 

 

COUNTY OF ALLEGAN – 2023 TAX LEVIES 

22/ WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has examined the 

various Government Units Statements of Money to be Raised by Tax 

for the year 2023 as submitted by Township and City Clerks of  

Allegan County and as compiled by the Office of Equalization; and 

 WHEREAS, said Board of Commissioners has examined the various millages 

and amounts requested by said local units and the County of Allegan to be 

levied in the respective units for the year 2023; and 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has directed the preparation of the 

Michigan Department of Treasury L-4402 for  

the County of Allegan for the year 2023. 

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners approves the 

levy of the various millage’s and amounts requested by the local units of 

this County be spread on their respective tax rolls for the year 2023, 

subject to necessary correction, and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Board approves the levy of the 

following County Drain Tax for the year 2023, 

Subject to necessary correction 

 COUNTY DRAIN TAX (to be levied as  $1,833,789.96 

     per specific Drainage Districts) 

 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Chairperson and the Clerk of the Board 

are authorized to certify the Tax Roll Warrants containing said amounts to 

be levied for each governmental unit for the year 2023; and that the Clerk 

is authorized to mail said Tax Warrants and any other necessary documents 

regarding same to assessors of the respective units of government. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 

5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

Moved by Commissioner Beltman, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to accept 

the report received from Equalization. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
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