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MORNING SESSION 

 

MARCH 28, 2024 SESSION – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

1/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of Michigan, 

met in the Board Room of the County Services Building in the Township of 

Allegan on March 28, 2024 at 9:02 A.M. in accordance with the motion for 

adjournment of March 18, 2024, and rules of this board; Chair Storey 

presiding. 

 The Deputy Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for the 

respective Districts: 

  

 DIST #1 JIM STOREY 

 DIST #2 MARK DEYOUNG 

DIST #3 DEAN KAPENGA 

 DIST #4 SCOTT BELTMAN 

DIST #5 GALE DUGAN  

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS 

2/ Chair Storey opened the meeting to public participation and the 

following individuals offered comments: 

1. Ken Yonker of 3853 Forest Trail in Valley Twp addressed the board 
regarding the Calkins Dam and the history of decisions being made.  

2. Carol Doeringer 3782 Damal Drive thanked the board for their time and 
support for the long-term prospects of the Calkins Dam. 

3. Philip Zigulich of 4003 Manor Lane addressed the board regarding the 
Calkins Dam. 

 

AGENDA – ADOPTED AS PRESENTED 

3/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to adopt 

the meeting agenda as presented. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

CONSUMERS ENERGY – CALKINS DAM UPDATE 

4/ Consumers Energy Community Affairs Director Derek Nofz addressed the 

board regarding the creation of the Community Prosperity Group. 

Coco Soodek from the Lake Allegan Association addressed the board via 

Zoom in regards to pairing their efforts with Consumers Energy, Allegan 

County Board of Commissioners, ODC Network and other entities to preserve 

Lake Allegan.  

 Discussion followed. 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS — SUPPORT CREATION OF COMMUNITY PROSPERITY GROUP RE: 

CALKINS DAM 

5/ WHEREAS, in a news release dated August 9, 2022, Consumers Energy 

announced it will “gather opinions from the public about the 13 dams they 

own and operate on five Michigan rivers to help guide their decisions about 

the future of those electric generating facilities”; and 
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WHEREAS, on August 31, 2022, and June 27, 2023, Consumers Energy held 

public meetings in Allegan County regarding Calkins Bridge Dam; and 

WHEREAS, public members and local leaders expressed great concern 

regarding the potential removal of the hydro facilities/dams and resulting 

loss of Lake Allegan to the local economy during the meeting and have 

further expressed concerns in writing to the Board of Commissioners (Board); 

and 

WHEREAS, the Board believes that Lake Allegan is an integral part of 

our region and a key factor in the viability of local water availability (as 

a water source impacting a primary aquafer), and other dams and lakes are 

likely an integral part of their respective regions, the dams and lakes 

should be preserved; and 

WHEREAS, the Board has identified river hydroelectric power as a 

reliable, stable source of power for both Allegan County and the State of 

Michigan; and  

WHEREAS, the Board hosted a meeting with the Michigan Public Service 

Commission (MPSC) locally in Allegan County to consider local input, educate 

stakeholders on the role of the MPSC and impact that may have on the future 

of the Calkins Dam, and to discuss the unique value proposition the Calkins 

Dam offers; and 

WHEREAS, Consumers Energy is convening a Community Prosperity Group 

(Group) in consultation with the Lake Allegan Association, and led by the 

ODC Network; and  

WHEREAS, Consumers Energy and the Lake Allegan Association are 

requesting the participation from the Board and Administration as members of 

the Group. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Allegan County Board of 

Commissioners supports the development of an independent Group; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Board hereby appoints Commissioner Beltman 

to the Group and the County Administrator (or designee) to the Group; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the County Administrator has designated 

Executive Director of Services Dan Wedge to participate in the Group (and 

the County Administrator may continue to attend as a resource or in coverage 

of Mr. Wedge should he be unavailable) and is authorized to assist with 

meeting space for the Group if necessary; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, Midwest Strategies Group is requested to notify 

the MPSC and all members of the legislature representing Allegan County, of 

the creation of the Group. 

 Moved by Commissioner Beltman, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to take 

immediate action and approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by 

roll call vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

  

ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATE 

6/ Administrator Sarro noted his written report was submitted to 

Commissioners. Highlights included: M89/M40 roundabout construction; 

Courthouse/County Services construction; animal shelter; economic 

development; transportation technology; Stork Club; Human Services 

construction; old animal shelter demolition; and the broadband project. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS 

7/ Chair Storey opened the meeting to public participation and the 

following individuals offered comments: 

1. Al Radspieler of Hopkins addressed the board regarding the M89/M40 
roundabout; courthouse construction; animal shelter volunteers; and 

deer carcasses. 

2. Sally Brooks of 1224 Turkey Lane, addressed the board with a 
complaint with the animal shelter and the new design of the 

courthouse. 

 

Al Radspieler had summited a list of questions to the Board of Commissioners 

on March 18, 2024. Commissioner Storey requested the responses be a part of 

the record. 
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CLOSED SESSION: PERIODIC PERSONNEL EVALUATION FOR THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 

8/ Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Beltman to 

recess to closed session to discuss a periodic personnel evaluation of the 

County Administrator. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 

0 votes. 

 

RECONVENE/ROLL CALL FROM CLOSED SESSION 

9/ Moved by Commissioner Beltman, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung that 

the Board come out of closed session at 11:39 A.M. Motion carried by voice 

call vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL APRIL 11, 2024 AT 9:00 A.M. 

10/ Moved by Commissioner DeYoung, seconded by Commissioner Beltman to 

adjourn until April 11, 2024 at 9:00 A.M. The motion carried by voice vote 

and the meeting was adjourned at 11:39 A.M. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

 

MARCH 28, 2024 SESSION – INVOCATION, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

11/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of Michigan, 

met in the Board Room of the County Services Building in the Township of 

Allegan on March 28, 2024 at 1:00 P.M. in accordance with the motion for 

adjournment of March 18, 2024, and rules of this Board; Chair Storey 

presiding. 

 The invocation was offered by District #2 Commissioner DeYoung. 

 The Deputy County Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for the 

respective Districts: 

  

 DIST #1 JIM STOREY 

 DIST #2 MARK DEYOUNG 

DIST #3 DEAN KAPENGA – left at 2:03 P.M. 

 DIST #4 SCOTT BELTMAN 

DIST #5 GALE DUGAN  

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

12/ Deputy Clerk Tien noted to the board that they received the following 

communications: 

1. Grand Traverse County resolution of support for adoption of SB662 

2. Tuscola County resolution to support local control for wind and 

solar operations 

3. Ogemaw County resolution of support for statewide ballot 

initiative to restore local control of siting decisions for 

renewable energy and energy storage projects 

4. Ingham County resolution supporting statewide water affordability 

legislation 
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MARCH 18, 2024 SESSION MINUTES – ADOPTED 

13/ Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to 

approve the minutes for the March 18, 2024 session as distributed. Motion 

carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS 

14/ Chair Storey opened the meeting to public participation and the 

following individuals offered comments: 

1. Emily Jipp, candidate for the 48th Circuit Court judgeship, introduced 
herself to the board. 

2. Michelle Harris from Watson Township addressed the board regarding 
the marijuana revenue and the movie Fingerprints of Fraud. 

3. Mike Staton, MSU Extension office, thanked the board for all the 
support he has received from the county. He will be retiring in May. 

 

AGENDA – AMENDMENT 

15/ Chair Storey asked if there were any additions or changes to the 

agenda. Commissioner Storey noted that discussion item #1 on the Calkins Dam 

was addressed during the morning session. 

 Moved by Commissioner Storey, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to adopt 

the changes to the meeting agenda as requested. Motion carried by voice 

vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

AGENDA – ADOPTED AS AMENDED 

16/ Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to adopt 

the meeting agenda as amended. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: votes. 

Nays: votes. 

 

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION 

17/ Sheriff Frank Baker presented Corrections Officer Karen Larson with a 

plaque for her 16 years of service to Allegan County. 

  

MEMORIAM – JOHN G. KLEINHEKSEL 

18/ Commissioner Storey read the memorial resolution for John G. 

Kleinheksel and commissioners did a standing vote to adopt the resolution of 

memoriam. 

 Road Commission Managing Director Craig Atwood and Road Commissioner 

Larry Brown also presented a resolution to the family of John G. 

Kleinheksel. 
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INFORMATIONAL SESSION – LAKESHORE ADVANTAGE 

19/ Vice President of Strategic Initiatives Mandy Cooper presented 

Lakeshore Advantages annual report. 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE – CLAIMS & INTERFUND TRANSFERS 

20/ WHEREAS, Administration has compiled the following claims for March 22, 

2024 and March 29, 2024; and 

WHEREAS, the following claims, which are chargeable against the County, 

were audited in accordance with Section 46.61 to 46.63, inclusive, M.C.L. 

1970 as amended and resolutions of the Board; and 

WHEREAS, said claims are listed in the 2024 Claims folder of the 

Commissioners’ Record of Claims. 

 

March 22, 2024 

  

TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

GENERAL FUND - 101 66,144.19 66,144.19  

PARKS/RECREATION FUND - 208 2,162.26 2,162.26  

FRIEND OF THE COURT -Cooperative Reimb - 215 3,251.00 3,251.00  

HEALTH DEPARTMENT FUND - 221 3,684.75 3,684.75  

SOLID WASTE / RECYCLING - 226 62,145.48 62,145.48  

ANIMAL SHELTER - 254 1,285.32 1,285.32  

INDIGENT DEFENSE FUND - 260 6,755.58 6,755.58  

SHERIFFS CONTRACTS - 287 6,549.33 6,549.33  

TRANSPORTATION FUND - 288 111,927.81 111,927.81  

CHILD CARE FUND - 292 5,102.93 5,102.93  

SENIOR SERVICES FUND - 298 109,971.39 109,971.39  

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND - 401 25,823.00 25,823.00  

PROPERTY TAX ADJUSTMENTS - 516 31.30 31.30  

FLEET MANAGEMENT / MOTOR POOL - 661 583.44 583.44  

SELF-INSURANCE FUND - 677 2,500.00 2,500.00  

DRAIN FUND - 801 74,666.47 74,666.47  

GENERAL FUND - 101 66,144.19 66,144.19  

PARKS/RECREATION FUND - 208 2,162.26 2,162.26  

FRIEND OF THE COURT -Cooperative Reimb - 215 3,251.00 3,251.00  

HEALTH DEPARTMENT FUND - 221 3,684.75 3,684.75  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS $482,584.25  $482,584.25   

 

March 29, 2024 

  

TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 101 169,953.15 169,953.15  

Parks/Recreation Fund - 208 5,847.28 5,847.28  



  118  

March 28, 2024 Session  

Friend of the Court Fund - Cooperative Reimb – 215 280.94 280.94  

Health Department Fund - 221 2,350.33 2,350.33  

Solid Waste/ Recycling –226 10,955.20 10,955.20  

Animal Shelter - 254 628.53 628.53  

Indigent Defense Fund- 260 61,837.26 61,837.26  

Central Dispatch Fund - 261 62,226.61 62,226.61  

Local Corrections Officers Training Fund – 264 4,800.00 4,800.00  

Grants – 279 5,173.90 5,173.90  

Sheriffs Contract - All Other - 287 972.64 972.64  

Transportation Fund – 288 4,387.78 4,387.78  

Child Care Fund - 292 4,199.44 4,199.44  

Veterans Relief Fund - 293 4,122.30 4,122.30  

Senior Services Fund - 298 78,828.86 78,828.86  

American Rescue Plan Act - ARPA - 299 10,881.59 10,881.59  

Capital Improvement Fund - 401 24,295.67 24,295.67  

Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund - 516 5,203.49 5,203.49  

Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund 2023 Taxes - 523 2,900,195.22 2,900,195.22  

Fleet Management / Motor Pool- 661 169.53 169.53  

Self-Insurance Fund - 677 2,010.04 2,010.04  

Drain Fund - 801 49,996.40 49,996.40  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS $3,409,316.16  $3,409,316.16   

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners adopts the 

report of claims for March 22, 2024 and March 29, 2024. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Beltman to adopt 

the report of claims for March 22, 2024 and March 29, 2024. Motion carried 

by roll call vote. Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

  

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

COMMUNITY ACTION OF ALLEGAN COUNTY PROPERTY INQUIRY 

21/ Commissioner Kapenga discussed Community Action’s inquiry to use vacant 

county facilities to house a child care center or other uses. This is for 

discussion only to see if this is something the board would consider and to 

gather more information. 

 

ELECTIONS – COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH 

22/ Chair Storey opened nominations to fill the 3-year term on the 

Community Mental Health; term to expire 3/31/2027. 

 

Commissioner Storey nominated: 

Elizabeth Johnson, 2355 122nd Ave, Hopkins (Family member) 

Craig Van Beek, 4290 Summer Creek Dr, Dorr (Family member) 

Jessica Castaneda, 3996 Rabbit River Ln, Dorr (Family member) 

Kim Bartnick, 1125 144th Ave Apt 1, Wayland (General Public) 
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Moved by DeYoung, seconded by Beltman to close the nominations and cast 

a unanimous ballot for the slate as nominated. Motion carried unanimously. 

Yeas: 4 votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent: Kapenga. 

 

APPOINTMENTS - 911 POLICY AND PROCEDURE BOARD 

23/ Chair Storey announced the appointment of the following individual to 

the 911 Policy and Procedure Board to fill the remainder of a 2-year term; 

term to expire 7/31/2024. 

 

 Gary Fordham, 4103 Whitepine Dr, Dorr MI (Dorr Fire Dept) 

 

 Moved by Commissioner DeYoung, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to 

approve the appointment as made. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 4 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent: 1 vote. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 

24/ Chair Storey opened the meeting to public participation and as there 

were no comments from the public, he closed the meeting to public 

participation. 

 

REQUEST FOR MILEAGE  

25/  Commissioner Storey requested mileage reimbursement for attending the 

grant ceremony at Holtec International on March 27, 2024.  

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Beltman to 

approve mileage reimbursement for Commissioner Storey. Motion carried by 

roll call vote. Yeas: DeYoung, Beltman and Dugan. Abstain: Storey. Absent: 

Kapenga. 

 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL APRIL 11, 2024 AT 1:00 P.M. 

26/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to 

adjourn until April 11, 2024 at 1:00 P.M. The motion carried by voice vote 

and the meeting was adjourned at 2:33 P.M. Yeas: 4 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

Absent: 1 vote. 

 

 

 

 

Deputy Clerk  

 

 

 

Board Chair   Minutes approved during the 00/00/2024 Session 

 


