
COVID-19 Update
November 18, 2020



Public Health’s job is to prevent illness, protect vulnerable populations, and 
promote health for our communities. Access to essential public health services 

builds a healthy community.   This is a BIG job without a pandemic!

PUBLIC 
HEALTH

Water Quality
Wells and Septics

Emergency Preparedness

Vaccinations



Allegan County COVID-19 Dashboard, 
data as of 11/17/20 at 2pm
https://alleganco.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/c05e1ec6222944748968f351273b3d41
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https://alleganco.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/c05e1ec6222944748968f351273b3d41




More information on Projections and Modeling: https://blog.covidactnow.org/inference-projections-for-states/ 

https://blog.covidactnow.org/inference-projections-for-states
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Source: New York Times, “You Can Help Break the Chain of Transmission” published March 19, 2020. Image by Jonathan Corum

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/19/health/coronavirus-distancing-transmission.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/19/health/coronavirus-distancing-transmission.html




COVID- 19 Mitigation Strategies

Plan for clinics and evaluate whether protective 
measures

(non-pharmaceutical interventions) can be lifted

Community Vaccination and/or Herd Immunity

Enhanced Ability to Test
Testing congregate care (jails, nursing homes, etc.), community 

wide testing, and testing of communities of vulnerabilities, 
clusters and outbreaks.

Robust Case Investigation and Contact Tracing
Foundation to containment of the virus until a vaccine is available. Case 

Investigation starts immediately and all contacts are attempted to be 
contacted and put on quarantine within 24 hrs. .

Sufficient Health Care Capacity
Ensure hospitals have resources to treat those with 

COVID-19 and non COVID-19 health care needs.

Best Practices for Organizations
Face Coverings, Social Distancing, Environmental, 

Administrative Controls, Case and Contract Tracing  
and enforcement or orders as necessary.



Challenges in Responding

Having scalable 
resources while 
still having to do 
other public 
health services.  
Constantly 
having to 
prioritize .

Timely Case 
investigation and 
contact tracing 
and getting 
people to 
understand the 
reason why it is 
so important to 
isolate/quarantine 
to disrupt the 
transmission. 

Collaborate 
with a vast array 
of organizations 
within different 
sectors
on mitigations  
measures and 
technical 
assistance as 
needed.  

Managing a 
response for a 
community that is 
incredibly divided 
on what the 
proper response 
should be.

It is a novel 
virus and 
guidance is 
ever changing.  
Keeping staff 
and community 
leaders and 
members 
updated as that 
guidance 
changes can be 
challenging. 



Enhanced Ability to Test

▸ www.Michigan.gov/coronavirustest
Data as of 11/14/20

http://www.michigan.gov/coronavirustest


Enhanced Ability to Test
Allegan County, data as of 11/14/20

11https://mistartmap.info/

https://mistartmap.info/


Allegan County, New Cases (data as of 11/14/20)
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Comparison with neighboring counties
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As of 11/17
Based on 
data from 

11/10

Based on 
data from 

11/15



Why do we share data on a 
per million level?
▸ As public health, we have to be able to compare “apples to apples” to 

understand not only what is happening in our area, but also areas 
surrounding us.  It allows us to compare new cases per day in our area 
(prevalence of the virus in communities) to other communities with 
vastly different populations. 

▸ # daily new cases / Allegan County population * 1,000,000,000
▸ Visit mistartmap.info for other scale breakdowns of local data.
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▸ Public Health has reached its capacity with case investigations and n  
your help. 

▸ If someone tests positive or has been recently exposed to the virus do 
NOT expect a call from the Health Department. Instead:

▸ If you receive a positive COVID-19 test result,isolatefor a minimum of 10 
days from the start of your symptom(s) or your positive test date if you 
didn’t have symptoms. (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-
you-are-sick/isolation.html) 

▸ Notify your close contacts that they may have been exposed and 
encourage them to quarantine for 14 days from their last date of contact 
with you. (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-
sick/quarantine.html) 

▸ If you know you are a close contact, start self-quarantine.

▸ Complete the self-reporting form based on your situation:
▹ If you test positive, complete this “I tested positive” form. 

https://allegancounty.iad1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bllp1Y8ppoO4
Xdz

▹ If you have a known exposure, complete this “I have been 
exposed” form. 
https://allegancounty.iad1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_aaQPYj43sOw
dQyh 15

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://allegancounty.iad1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bllp1Y8ppoO4Xdz
https://allegancounty.iad1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bllp1Y8ppoO4Xdz
https://allegancounty.iad1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_aaQPYj43sOwdQyh
https://allegancounty.iad1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_aaQPYj43sOwdQyh


Epidemiologic Information, Allegan County
Overall Percent

Healthcare Worker 8.9%

Live or work in high-risk/congregate facility 6.7%

First Responder 1.3%

Other Essential Worker/Critical Infrastructure 17.3%

Healthcare Contact to confirmed care 1.0%

Community Contact to confirmed case 13.5%

Household Contact to confirmed case 17.6%

Total Cases: 3024

Cases Reported in Past two weeks Percent

In quarantine at time of onset/positive test 26.1%

Associated with known cluster/outbreak 3.2%

Any Contact to confirmed case 19.7%

Healthcare contact to confirmed case 0.5%

Community contact to confirmed case 8.6%

Household contact to confirmed case 11.0%

Attended Community Event/Mass Gathering 2.6%

Any Travel (international, domestic, in state) 4.3%

Source of Infection is unknown 28.6%

Number of cases reported in past 2 weeks: 1327
16Data as of 11/18/2020. Source: Michigan Disease Surveillance System



Clinical Information
Asymptomatic Cases: 14.5%

Symptoms Percent
Fatigue/Lethargy/Weakness 66.7%
Cough 64.1%
Fever 51.2%
Chills 45.0%
Shortness of Breath 20.3%
Difficulty Breathing 14.0%
Muscle Aches (Myalgia) 53.1%
Headaches 64.7%
Runny Nose 45.3%
Nausea 21.3%
Congestion 53.5%
Sore Throat 39.3%
Diarrhea 23.3%
Loss of taste 40.5%
Loss of smell 39.2% 17

Data as of 11/18/2020.
Source: Michigan Disease Surveillance System
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Case count by age, data from 11/10/2020 to 11/18/2020

0-2 years 3-4 years 5-10 years 11-13 years 14-17 years

8 8 32 20 66

Data as of 11/17/2020. 
Source: Michigan Disease Surveillance System
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Sufficient Health Care Capacity
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COVID-19 Metrics 
11/17/2020, by HCC Region

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98159-523641--,00.html
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Best Practices for 
Organizations
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Holiday Alternatives

▸ A short appetizer hour, outdoors
▸ Communicate virtually and eat at the same time
▸ If together:

▹ Wear masks, except when eating
▹ Keep tables and households spread out
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https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/Emergency_Rules_10.14_705109_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/Emergency_Rules_10.14_705109_7.pdf


Core Mitigation Strategies
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Mask Use
▸ Masks have shown to work at slowing disease spread by about 70%

▹ Face masks block an individual’s respiratory droplets from landing in the 
mouths or noses of people who are nearby or possibly being inhaled into the 
lungs. 

▸ Sources: Howard, J., Huang, A, et al. 2020; Wang, Y., Tian, H., et al. 2020; Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; Davies, A., 
Thompson, K. et al. 2013.

▸ Specifically with pediatric COVID-19 patients, data showed that 
children can carry high levels of virus in their upper airways, 
particularly early in an acute SARS-CoV-2 infection, yet they display 
relatively mild or no symptoms (Yonker, L., Neilan, A. et al., 2020).

▹ This suggests that children can be superspreaders to COVID-19 31

https://www.preprints.org/manuscript/202004.0203/v2
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/5/e002794
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html#recent-studies
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7108646/
https://www.jpeds.com/action/showPdf?pii=S0022-3476(20)31023-4


COVID-19 Immunity
▸ Vaccine 

▹ COVID-19 vaccination will 
help protect you by 
creating an antibody 
response without having 
to experience sickness.

▸ Infection acquired
▹ Unclear whether clinically 

recovered patients acquire 
the protective immunity 
from re-infection.

▹ Some cases of re-infection 
of COVID-19
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Community Vaccination and/or 
Herd Immunity
11/9/20: Pfizer and BioNTech presented preliminary 
data indicating that their coronavirus vaccine 
was over 90% effective. 
11/16/20: Moderna announced that a preliminary analysis of the trial indicated that the vaccine 
was 94.5 percent effective
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Vaccine Distribution:
▸ State and Local Health Departments currently identifying sources for ultra cold storage and 

purchasing what is needed
▹ Phases 1A and 1B on following slides

▸ Gun Lake has donated funds for a mobile vaccine clinic

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/science/coronavirus-vaccine-tracker.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/science/coronavirus-vaccine-tracker.html


A big Thank you to the 
Gun Lake Tribe!
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Gun Lake has donated funds 
for a mobile vaccine clinic









▸ https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/re
gister/3628950632878881040

▸ After registering, you will receive a 
confirmation email containing 
information about joining the 
webinar.
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https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3628950632878881040
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▸ Fighting the flu season will be especially important this year
▸ Helps prevent health care systems from becoming overwhelmed 
▸ Flu Clinic TOMORROW at ACHD from 9am-12pm and 1pm-4pm.

▹ Offering no-cost flu vaccine for uninsured/under-insured 
adults (19 years of age and older)

▹ Call 269-673-5526 to make an appointment

Time for your Flu Shot!



We all play a part in this response- The stronger our 
relationships are the more effective the response i  

Businesses

Community 
Members



ACHD Hotline: (269) 686-4546

Email: COVID-19@allegancounty.org
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