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INTRODUCTION

Allegan County has an abundance of natural recreational treasures, from the
sandy shores of Lake Michigan and numerous inland lakes to the blanket of
forests harboring a diversity of Michigan wildlife. Not only do these outstanding
natural resources encourage local recreational participation, but they also entice
numerous non-county resident hunters, skiers, bird watchers, boaters, campers
and other recreational enthusiasts to Allegan County.

A new five-year recreation plan is required to replace the current expiring plan
and is a requirement to be eligible to apply for recreation grants from the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources. The Allegan County Recreation Plan
is the result of a collaborative effort by the Parks Staff, the Parks Advisory Board,
the Allegan County Board of Commissioners and the Community. The
Recreation Plan serves as a framework for the maintenance and development of
parks facilities and recreational opportunities and facilities to meet the needs of
area residents and visitors for the next five years.

The 2020-2024 Allegan County Parks Recreation Plan continues to build on the
previously developed five-year plan and will serve the following purposes:

» Provides an assessment of current Allegan County parks and recreational
facilities.

» Provides an assessment of current and projected recreational needs and
wants of Allegan County residents and visitors.

» Defines goals and objectives for continuous improvement and
development to parks, recreational facilities and recreational activities.

» Assures that Allegan County continues to provide and update park and
recreation facilities for people of all ages and abilities to play, relax,
exercise, socialize, meet friends and neighbors, and enjoy Allegan’s
natural beauty.
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Section 1. Community Description

Location/Land Use

Allegan County is located in southwestern Michigan along the Lake Michigan
shoreline. Allegan County is larger than most Michigan Counties with a total of
828 square miles of land and 1006 square miles of water and 35 local
jurisdictions. Allegan County is bounded on the west by 25 miles of Lake
Michigan shoreline, by Ottawa and Kent Counties to the north, Barry County to
the east and Van Buren and Kalamazoo Counties to the south.

The location of the county offers a unique setting. With 25 miles of Lake Michigan
shoreline, the county is a popular destination location for tourists from Chicago,
northern Indiana and lllinois, and most of Michigan’s Lower Peninsula. Visitors
come from all over the Midwest to experience the unique qualities of the
shoreline communities of Saugatuck / Douglas, South Haven and Holland.

Tourists also visit Allegan County to experience the abundance of natural areas.
With 22% of the land being forested, the county and its residents have grown up
with the naturalness of the Allegan State Game Area. In addition to state
property, a large portion of the county is a rural community. The County has
many smaller urbanized areas that are all separated by rural territory. The
majority of Allegan County’s land used for industrial purposes is located in the
northwest corner of the County, but industrial uses are also spread amongst the
County’s other cities. Commercial uses are located in all of the cities, and most
residential uses are in and immediately around the County’s cities. Allegan
County has a diverse agricultural base, with almost half the land in farms and
including everything from blueberries to dairies, corn and soy to hog and poultry
operations.

Because of the location of Lake Michigan, the broad expanses of forest land
available for public use, and the variety of available recreational opportunities,
visitors from in and outside Michigan have selected Allegan as a popular
destination for leisure activities and weekend/vacation homes. Consequently,
Tourism plays a significant role in the County’s economy.

Another major impact on the County’s setting involves what is known as the
“Four Corners”: Grand Rapids, Kalamazoo, Holland and South Haven. Located
on each of the four corners of the county, these communities provide residents of
the county with access to major metropolitan and industrial communities. As
these communities continue to experience growth, they are expanding into
Allegan County, causing tremendous residential growth.
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Transportation

Transportation plays an important role in recreational planning for a variety of
reasons. For one thing, adequate access to recreational facilities is vital. In
addition, travel patterns can show willingness to travel to get to recreational
facilities.

Allegan County is served by two major interstate highways: 1-196 and US-131. |-
196 is located in the western portion of the county and runs south through
Saugatuck-Douglas to Benton Harbor and north through Holland and on to Grand
Rapids. US-131 is a major north-south corridor in West Michigan located in the
Eastern portion of the county and adjacent to Otsego, Plainwell, Martin, Wayland
and Dorr. It provides direct access to and from these communities and connects
Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo.

In addition, Allegan County is also served by three state highways: M-222, M-40
and M-89. M-222 runs east / west from US 131 to Allegan, connecting the city to
the interstate. M-40 runs southeasterly from Holland, crossing 1-196, through
Hamilton and the City of Allegan and then turns south, connecting to Van Buren
County. M-89 begins at 1-196 and runs east through the middle of the county,
passing through Allegan, Otsego and Plainwell.

These interstate and state highways, combined with the existing county roads,
provide a transportation network that conveniently serves all portions of the
county. This network has made the county park system easily accessible to both
residents and non-residents. The coordination of recreational planning with this
transportation network is important whenever future road improvements or future
recreational development is being considered.

Physical Characteristics

Topography

Allegan County topography is typical of glaciated areas in Michigan and
elsewhere. Elevations throughout the county vary from 582 feet along the
lakeshore to 920 feet above sea level in Gunplain Township. Towering sand
dunes line the shore of Lake Michigan and extend inland two to three miles.
Numerous inland lakes dot the surface of the morainal belt where water has
become impounded behind clay hills.

The Kalamazoo River and one of its principal tributaries, the Rabbit River, flow
through the central portion of the county and empty into Lake Michigan at
Saugatuck. The Kalamazoo River has changed its course many times since the
glacial epoch and in the process has created an extensive lowland swamp area
across central Saugatuck and Manlius Townships. Much of this area is forested
and offers excellent hunting to the sports enthusiast.
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Bluffs along either side of the Kalamazoo and Rabbit Rivers flood plains
frequently interrupt the rolling hilly uplands of eastern Allegan County and the
flatter historic lake plains of western Allegan County. The 600-foot contour in
western Allegan County and the 700-foot contour in eastern Allegan County
generally outline the immediate valley and flood plain for the Kalamazoo and
Rabbit Rivers.

Climate

Allegan County’'s weather, like all of Michigan's, influences the recreational
opportunities available throughout the year. Lake Michigan has a moderating effect
on the County’s weather. The area can support a variety of activities throughout the
year from swimming to skiing. Allegan County, MI, gets an average of 37 inches
of rain per year and the US average is 39 inches. Allegan County’s average
snowfall is 80 inches and the average US city gets 26 inches of snow per year.
The number of days with any measurable precipitation is 128. On average, there
are 164 sunny days per year in Allegan County, Ml and the US average is 205
sunny days. The July high is around 81 degrees. The January low is 15. Our
comfort index, which is based on humidity during the hot months, is a 44 out of
100, where higher is more comfortable. The US average on the comfort index is
54. Prevailing winds are from the west.

Water Resources

Allegan County is well endowed with surface water resources and associated
public land, both of which are conducive to recreational development. The
primary surface water resources consist of Lake Michigan, the Kalamazoo River
and its tributaries, the Black River and its tributaries, the Macatawa River and its
tributaries, and numerous inland lakes. Few of these surface water resources
have been extensively developed.

In addition to 10 major river systems totaling over 200 miles in length, there are
also nearly 100 lakes within the county. These lakes cover almost 8,000 acres, or
1.6% of the total county land area. The largest of these inland lakes located
solely within Allegan County is Lake Allegan, with 1,587 acres. Gun Lake is
larger with 2611 acres, but is only partially located within county boundaries.
Nineteen other inland lakes are larger than 100 acres. A number of the larger
lakes, such as Lake Allegan, are hydroelectric reservoirs created by damming of
the Kalamazoo River.

In addition to inventories of inland lakes and streams, a Michigan Lake Frontage
Inventory conducted in 1966 by the State Water Resources Commission
provided an inventory of all public and private shorelines in the county. It can be
assumed that the public-private makeup has not changed substantially since
then (see table below for summary of this inventory).
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Approximate Number of Inland Lakes 97

Total Surface Acreage 7,760.00
Shoreline Length (miles) 166.60
Inland Lakes 141.60
Lake Michigan 25.00
Private Shoreline (miles) 140.60
Inland Lakes 117.40
Lake Michigan 24.20
Designated Public Shoreline (miles) 25.00
Inland Lakes 8.90
Lake Michigan 0.80
Undesignated Public Shoreline 15.30

The lay of the land along the Lake Michigan shoreline, together with the inland
water resources, has resulted in significant urban development. Allegan County’s
greatest resource lies in the development and wise use of its surface water
resources. As the above table shows, the vast majority of Lake Michigan
shoreline is privately owned. There is a definite need for more public Lake
Michigan access, however, Allegan County may have to rely primarily on its
inland lakes and the Kalamazoo River as development sites for water related
recreational purposes.

Forests

Allegan County is blessed with a major natural forest resource. Approximately
136,000 acres or 22% of the land surface of the county is forested. No other
county in southwest Lower Michigan contains as great a percentage of forested
land as Allegan County. The Allegan State Game Area includes a major segment
of this public forest land. The value of the large tract of state-owned land for
hunting, fishing and other recreational development is exceptional. Important
forest and plant communities in Allegan County include floodplain forest, fen,
bog, interdunal wetland, coastal plain marsh, mesic southern and northern forest,
oak barrens, and open dunelands.

The public and private forest and recreational land of Allegan County, together
with its surface water resources, constitute a major resource potential. As public
demands for recreational development in Allegan County become more
intensive, it will be essential to fully consider the potential for, and implications of,
accelerated resort and recreational growth.

Fish and Wildlife

Wildlife is abundant in Allegan County. This is due mainly to the large expanse of
the Allegan State Game Area and the large proportion of forested areas within
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the County. Wildfowl species include wild turkey, ruffed grouse, Canada geese,
snow geese, mallards, wood ducks, pheasant, and woodcock. The State Game
Area is also known as a prime location for bird watching due to the diversity of
habitat.

There is also a large variety of game fish within the County’s many lakes, rivers,
and streams. Trout, pike, catfish, large mouth and small mouth bass, perch,
bluegill, walleye, and salmon are all found within Allegan County.

Other wildlife includes large numbers of squirrels, raccoon, deer and coyote.
This abundant wildlife is an impressive resource for the county and provides
those who hunt, fish, and enjoy viewing wildlife with invaluable recreational
opportunities.

Vegetation and Soils

Soil resources in Allegan County have been grouped into 11 general types based
on the principal soil associations, slopes and soil capabilities. The majority of all
soil types in the county have been developed and used for various types of
agricultural production.  Most noteworthy was the early recognition that
blueberries and other fruits and vegetables are well-suited to the soils,
topography, and climate of the county. Also noteworthy, the muck soils have
been developed for specialized uses, such as blueberry, onion and celery
production.

Soil types range from sand and related light soils to heavy silts and clay loams.
Well drained soils dominate central and eastern Allegan County and are
associated with the glacial moraines, till and outwash plains. Poorly drained soils
dominate southwest Allegan County and are also found in scattered locations
throughout the remainder of the county. These poorly drained soils impact not
only agricultural development, but tend to impact recreational development also.
Intensive recreational facilities should be encouraged in the better drained soll
areas.

Demographics

Population characteristics and dynamics are important factors in planning for
parks and recreation. As populations change, so will park and recreation needs.
In addition to projecting future population growth or decline, it is also important to
establish where these changes will be taking place.

Population Trends

Based on population estimates compiled by the U.S. Census Bureau and the
West Michigan Regional Planning Commission, between 2000 and 2010 the
Allegan County’s population increased by 5.2 percent to reach 111,408 while the
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Region Eight’'s population increased by 5.7 percent to reach 1,171,404 and the
State of Michigan’s population decreased by 0.6 percent to reach 9,883,640
during the same period. Due to many second (vacation) homes, located in areas
throughout the county, the population greatly increases during the summer
months.

Population Trends & Projections for Allegan County, Region 8, and Michigan

1980 1990 2000 2010 % 2020 2030
Change

‘Allegan 81,555 92,577 105,665 111,408 36.6 123,454 135,498

County

\Regions | 837,655 | 948,502 |1,104,848 |1,171,404 | 39.8 \ 1,319,388 | 1,467,370

\Michigan |9,262,078 |9,295,277 |9,938,444 |9,883,640 | 6.7 \ 10,695,993 | 10,964,172

Source: U.S. Census of Population, WMRPC

Population Distribution by Township, Village, City Located in Allegan County

| 2000 | 2010 % Change | 2017 Estimated

| City of Allegan | 4838 - 4998 | 3.20% | 5044
| City of Douglas | 1214 | 1232 | 1.50% | 1317
\ City of Fennville | 1459 \ 1398 \ -4.40% | 1416
| City of Holland . 35408 | 33051 | -7.10% | 33,366
| City of Otsego | 3933 . 3956 | 0.60% | 3732
| City of Plainwell | 3933 | 3804 | -3.40% | 3809
~ City of Saugatuck | 1065 | 925 . -15.10% | 978

\ City of South Haven | 5021 \ 4403 \ -14.00% | 4347
| City of Wayland | 5279 - 4079 . -29.40% | 4237
. Village of Hopkins | 592 | 610 | 3.00% | 612

| Village of Martin | 435 | 410 | -6.10% | 410

\ Allegan Township | 4050 \ 4406 \ 8.10% | 4591
| Casco Township | 3019 | 2823 | -6.90% | 3034
. Cheshire Township | 2335 | 2199 | -6.20% | 2257
| Clyde Township | 2104 | 2804 . 25.00% | 2130
| Dorr Township | 6579 | 7439 | 11.60% | 7818
\ Fillmore Township | 2756 \ 2681 \ -2.80% | 2761
 Ganges Township | 2524 | 2530 | 0.20% | 2637
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. Gun Plain Township | 5637 | 5895 | 4.40% | 6079
| Heath Township | 3100 | 3317 | 6.50% | 3574
- Hopkins Township | 2079 | 2601 . 20.10% | 2704
. Laketown Township | 5561 | 5505 | -1.00% | 5797
\ Lee Township | 4114 \ 4015 \ -2.50% | 4104
. Leighton Township | 3625 . 4934 . 26.50% | 5684
~ Manlius Township | 2634 - 3017 - 12.70% | 3164
| Martin Township | 2079 | 2629 . 20.90% | 2700
 Monterey Township | 2065 | 2356 | 12.40% | 2402
\ Otsego Township | 4854 \ 5594 \ 13.20% | 5784
. Overisel Township | 2594 | 2911 . 10.90% | 3034
\ Salem Township | 3486 \ 4446 \ 21.60% | 4864
- Saugatuck Township | 2376 | 2944 | 19.30% | 3242
. Trowbridge Township | 2519 | 2502 | -0.70% | 2546
\ Valley Township | 1831 \ 2018 \ 9.30% | 2149
. Watson Township | 2086 | 2063 | -1.10% | 2161
 Wayland Township | 3013 3088 | 2.40% | 3359

Source: U.S. Census of Population

Population by Age/Gender

While the overall population is the most important consideration, there are other
characteristics to consider when planning for a community’s recreation. The age
and gender of a community can also influence the types of facilities and
programs needed. Young children, for example, require active recreation areas,
such as playgrounds and swimming areas, while older people generally require

more passive recreation opportunities.

In Michigan, according to WMRPC, females account for 50.9 percent of the
population and Allegan County follows suite with 49.8 percent of the population
being male and 50.2 percent being female). Most communities have a higher
percentage of females since they have a longer life expectancy.

. Under5year | 3836 | 34 | 3665 | 33 | 7501 | 6.7
. 5to9years | 4111 | 37 | 393 | 35 | 8014 | 7.2
. 10tol4years | 4392 | 39 | 4051 | 36 | 8443 | 7.6
15to19years | 4,09 | 37 | 3916 | 35 | 8025 7.2
Allegan County Parks 2020-2024 Recreation Plan 12




20 to 24 years 2,957 2.7 2,859 2.6 5,816 5.2

25 to 29 years 2,951 2.6 3,073 2.8 6,024 5.4
30 to 34 years 3,097 2.8 3,080 2.8 6,177 5.5
35 to 39 years 3,468 3.1 3,506 3.1 6,974 6.3
40 to 44 years 3,871 3.5 3,846 3.5 7,717 6.9
45 to 49 years 4,563 4.1 4,505 4 9,068 8.1
50 to 54 years 4,540 4.1 4,513 4.1 9,053 8.1
55 to 59 years 3,903 35 3,900 35 7,803 7

60 to 64 years 3,201 2.9 3,154 2.8 6,355 5.7
65 to 69 years 2,329 21 2,468 2.2 4,797 4.3
70 to 74 years 1,593 14 1,750 1.6 3,343 3

75 to 79 years 1,136 1 1,373 1.2 2,509 2.3
79 to 84 years 794 0.7 1,146 1 1,940 1.7
85 years and 622 0.6 1,227 1.1 1,849 1.7

older

Source: U.S. Census of Population

Population by Race

Racial distribution is different between the County, Region, and the State of
Michigan. According to WMRPC, there is a higher percentage of Whites in
Allegan County (92.9 percent) than either Region 8 (85.7 percent) or the State of
Michigan (78.9 percent). The County has a lower percentage of Blacks (1.2
percent) than The Region (5.9 percent) or Michigan (14.2 percent). The County’s
percentage of Native Indian and Alaska Native (0.6 percent) is similar to the
Region and Michigan (0.5 percent in the Region and 0.6 percent in Michigan).
The County has a lower percentage of Asians (0.6 percent) than the Region (1.9
percent) or Michigan (2.4 percent). The County has a lower percentage of
residents reporting two or more races (1.9 percent) than the Region (2.4 percent)
or Michigan as-a-whole (2.3 percent). Allegan County’s percentage of Hispanics
or Latinos (6.7 percent) falls between the Region (8.1 percent) and Michigan (4.4
percent). The County’s racial distribution has no influence on the area’s
recreation.

White 85.7 78.9
Black/ African American 1.2 5.9 14.2
American Indian & Alaska 0.6 0.5 0.6
Native

Asian 0.6 1.9 2.4
Hispanic/ Latino 6.7 8.1 4.4
Reporting 2 or More Races 1.9 2.4 2.3

Source: WMRPC
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Section 2: Administrative Structure

Parks Advisory Board

In 2016, the Allegan County Board of Commissioners, under public act 156 of 1917
reorganized the Parks Commission to the Parks Advisory Board. Parks Advisory
Board Members are appointed to the Parks Advisory Board for a three-year term
by the Allegan County Board of Commissioners. The Parks Advisory Board shall
consist of nine (9) residents of Allegan County, appointed by the Allegan County
Board of Commissioners of which at least one, but not more than three shall be
members of the Board. The by-laws were updated following this change. The
Parks Advisory Board is responsible for advising the Allegan County Board of
Commissioners on the development, maintenance, and management of all Allegan
County Park properties. The Mission of the Parks Advisory Board is “To identify
outdoor recreational opportunity needs desired by Allegan County residents and
to provide for those needs within Allegan County for both residents and visitors.”
The mission statement acts as a guide for the Parks Advisory Board in all
decisions.

Staff Description and Organizational Chart

Parks Manager, is responsible for providing oversite of administration,
maintenance and customer service to all county parks.

The Administration of Parks and Tourism coordinates and monitors annual
budgets, oversees contracts, special projects, grant writing, leases, capital
improvement, planning and development. This includes support to the Parks
Advisory Board and the Tourist Council, and inspections of parks to evaluate
operations, ensure safety and enforcement of policies on a federal, state, and local
level. Administrative support is provided by the part—time Administrative Assistant.
In addition, the administrative Assistant provides a centralized registration and
information contact for special use permits, pavilion reservations, and tourism
information requests. The Parks office also provides a central contact point for the
public.

Maintenance, daily tasks and customer service is completed in partnership with
the County’s Facilities Management service area through year -round and
seasonal staff. These tasks include but are not limited to; cleaning, custodial,
grounds care, maintenance, water testing, repair, and enhancement of all park
lands and buildings; customer service, updating of information boards within each
park; and supervision of volunteer and community service groups.

The Allegan County Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Service Area are currently

divided into ten smaller management activities. These include: Administration
Grants(075), Dumont Lake Park (090), Gun Lake Park (091), Littlejohn Lake Park
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(092), Silver Creek Park (093), West Side Park (094), Ely Lake Campground (095),
Pine Point Campground (096), Bysterveld Park (097), New Richmond Bridge Park
(098), Administration (751) and the Tourist Council (774). The Parks Service Area
also maintains and manages a 60-mile equestrian trail system that runs through
the Allegan State Game Area and connects Silver Creek and Ely Lake
campgrounds.

An Organizational/Parks Department chart is shown below:

Board of
Commissioners

[ ' Parks Advisory Tourist Council

Cou nty Board

Administrator
; |

Executive Director Executive Director
Operations Services

Facilities
Management Parks Manager
Director

Assitant Facilities

Management Administrave
Director - Assitant (20hrs
——— Jwieek)
Facilities |
Management
Staff

(4) Parks Seasonal | (1) Irregular Year-
Mainteance Staff ' Round Ranger

(2)Irregular Year-
Round { (3) SeasonPark
Maintenance Staff 1 Rangers

Funding Sources

The County Parks and Recreation receives funding from a variety of sources. For
park operations and administration there are two sources of funding; park
revenues and the Gun Lake Casino slot revenue sharing funds. Park revenues are
collected through season passes, trail fees, pavilion rentals, nightly camping fees,
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and daily watercraft launch fees from the various county parks and the Verizon
tower lease. Gun Lake Casino revenue sharing contributions for approximately
69% of the budget while park revenues will make up the other 31%.

For park projects there are three possible sources of funding; Gun Lake Casino
slot revenue sharing funds, grants and donations.

The funds received from the Gun Lake Casino slot revenue sharing are placed in
the County’s 2470 account. The County Board of Commissioners currently
distributes these funds to the following:

10% of current year revenue stays in the 2470 account

$45,000 reserved for Agricultural Incubator match

Approximately $257,000 to balance 2080 Parks Operational Budget
$20,000 set aside annually for DNR Trust Fund Grant match.

Remaining fund balance may be utilized for Parks Capital and/or Economic
Development Initiatives as approved by the BOC.

YVYVYVYV

The distribution of Gun Lake Casino slot revenue sharing funds is based on annual
availability of funds in the budget and annual department budget submittals. Final
selection of projects using this funding source is based on recommendations from
County Administration and final approval from the County Board of
Commissioners.

Grant funding for past park projects has come from several sources over the past
ten years, including the Allegan County Community Foundation, the DelLano
Foundation, Great Lakes Fishery Trust, and the Michigan Natural Resource Trust
Fund.

Annual Budget

County Parks and Recreation Expenditures:

| FY 2019 | FY 2020
' Administration - 751 | $277,593 | $313,606
' Grant -075 | $0 | $400,000
' Dumont Lake Park - 090 | $9,750 | $9,750
- Gun Lake Park - 091 | $12,910 | $12,910
' Littlejohn Lake Park - 092 | $10,500 | $9,050
' Silver Creek Campground - 093 | $16,306 | $15,991
' West Side Park - 094 | $10,880 | $11,250

Allegan County Parks 2020-2024 Recreation Plan 16




 Ely Lake Campground - 095

$13,025 | $13,550

|
' Bysterveld Park - 097 | $7,250 | $7,650
' New Richmond Bridge Park - 098 | $5,730 | $620
 Tourist Council - 774 | $11,320 | $11,349
| Total | $375,264 | $811,306

County Parks and Recreation Estimated Revenues:

| |
| Administration — 751 | $285,291 | $318,089
| Grant — 075 | $0 | $400,000
| Dumont Lake Park -- 090 | $5,060 | $6,660
| Gun Lake Park - 091 | $11,218 $9,300
| Littlejohn Lake Park - 092 | $2,576 | $2,600
. Silver Creek Campground - 093 | $31,529 | $31,529
| West Side Park - 094 | $3,678 | $3,678
. Ely Lake Campground - 095 | $30,989 | $35,200
| Bysterveld Park - 097 | $1,776 | $1,250
. New Richmond Bridge Park - 098 | $3,147 | $3,000
| Tourist Council - 774 | $0 | $0
| Total: | $375,264 | $811,306

Role of Volunteers

The County and staff appreciate the numerous volunteers that graciously assist
with the giving of their time each year. They provide assistance to the county parks
through a variety of means including litter clean up, basic maintenance, trail
clearing, installation of horse picket poles and hitching posts; and invasive plant
species removal and fund raising support for capital improvements. The most
prominent volunteer groups are the Allegan County Pleasure Riders (equestrian
group), the Friends of the Allegan County Equestrian Trail System (FACETS), the
Walking Horse Association of Michigan (WHAM), and the Boy Scouts of America.
Members of the Parks Advisory Board also serve on a voluntary basis and do not
receive pay in providing their guidance for the parks and serving as a liaison to the
Allegan County Board of Commissioners.
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Relationships with Other Agencies

Allegan County Parks has also worked with the following agencies in Allegan
County on various recreation services/projects:

Allegan Conservation District

MSU Extension

Allegan County Community Foundation
Kalamazoo River Watershed Council
Kalamazoo River Protection Association
Ottawa County Health Department
Allegan County Health Department
Ottawa County Parks Department
Outdoor Discover Center (ODC)
Michigan DNR

VVVVVVVVVY
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Section 3: Recreation Inventory

o

Allegan County R

Holla
Legend State Park |
Hallant Li :

Recrealional Activities g e

Gampground

Gounty Fark mﬂﬂ’/’"_,

Dot $h psea ‘B, |- | A

DNR Office * Sutlrs HesseMussam | oo

Equestrain Tl

Goll Cousy Goustry Cb

H
g
z
B
AN

£
i

= Carry-n Access
4 Maina
Recreational Habor

MICHIGAN

Roads and Highways
S Feeway

— Sl gy
s Primary fioad, Faved

ecreation Map Allegan County Recreation Map

s Primary Road, Gravel
Major Gy Street

RE T e
B R i

=—— falkrad
SRNE
~ Rve
 Padand
ity or vimpe

1 legam Lity [,
S eepen =
130 awm P

Allegan County Parks 2020-2024 Recreation Plan 19



Recreation Inventory Introduction

An important element of a recreation plan is the inventory of local and regional,
public and private recreation facilities that are available to a community’s
residents and visitors. This type of inventory provides a basis from which a
comparison can be made of existing recreation opportunities with the
community’s identified recreation needs. This inventory process also identifies
barrier-free facilities owned and/or operated by Allegan County. This will ensure
that citizens with disabilities will fully enjoy these facilities. The inventory is based
on information provided by Parks staff and site inspections carried out by the
Parks Manager as part of the planning process. Site inspections took place in-
person at each park.

Allegan County owns and/or operates six (6) day use parks, three (3) watercraft
launches (two (2) of which are located right in the day use parks), two (2)
campgrounds and over 60 miles of equestrian trails.

The site inventory for each of Allegan County’s parks includes an accessibility
rating to determine the current status of the park’s pathways, structures, and
amenities. This ranking will help prioritize which parks should be first to receive
accessibility improvements in terms of new paving, modified furniture, or
replacement of structures.

Accessibility assessment is provided based on the following scale:

1 = none of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines

2 = some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines

3 = most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines

4 = the entire park meets accessibility guidelines

5 = the entire park was developed/renovated using the principals of universal
design

Along with the public schools, there are private schools, churches, and day care
programs that provide recreational activities, such as playground equipment and
ballfields. In addition, a list of the various public and private recreation facilities
follows later in this section.

Existing Recreation Inventory: Parks Owned and/or Operated by Allegan
County

In this section, each park or facility owned and/or operated by Allegan County is
described along with an aerial and a site plan (if developed).
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Bysterveld Park

Location
4171 14" St.
Wayland, M| 49348

Size
70 Acres

Park Type
Natural Resource Area

Service Area
Allegan County/Southwest Michigan

Park Description/Overview

It encompasses a beautiful 70-acre parcel of natural area generously donated to
the County by the late John and Josie Bysterveld. Construction on the park was
completed in the spring of 2006 and includes two miles of nature trails, a picnic
shelter, playground, fishing pond, a grass picnic/recreation area, a restroom
facility, and parking for 75 vehicles. All of these amenities are ADA accessible.
There are many splendid natural features that can be found on the park property,
including rolling hills, wet meadows, wetlands, and woodland areas.

Park Purpose Statement
Provide fishing opportunities, hiking, natural wildlife viewing, outdoor educational
& recreational opportunities and family gathering.

Park Amenities
Playground Equipment
Benches

ADA Nature Trails
Fishing Pond (catch & release)
Fishing Deck

Pavilion (no electricity)
Picnic Tables

Trash Receptacles
Grills

ADA Vault Restroom
Wetlands

Meadows

Gravel Parking Lot

Programming
Snowshoeing with ODC, youth/nature programs by ODC, church programs, 5k
walk/run, Step it up program
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Marketing
Marketing for this park is done through social media sites, the Allegan County

parks website page and passing out park brochures (office, at parks, events,
County Fair, etc.).

Accessibility Evaluation
4 - The entire park meets accessibility guidelines.

Aerial Overview
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Site Plan/Layout Map of Park
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Dumont Lake Park

Location
2417 315t St.
Allegan MI 49010

Size
18.6 Acres

Park Type
Community Park

Service Area
Allegan County/Southwest Michigan

Park Description/Overview

This park, located on the northeast shore of Dumont Lake, is 18.6 acres in size
and is the perfect place for picnicking, sunbathing, swimming, or fishing. It has
550 feet of beach on beautiful Dumont Lake, picnic tables, grills, a covered
pavilion, playground equipment, and modern restroom facilities.

Park Purpose Statement
Provide a family friendly park used for multiple recreational activities.

Park Amenities

Pavilion (with electricity)
Playground Equipment
Modern Restroom Building
Grills

Picnic Tables

Beach (buoyed swim area)
Trash Receptacles
Asphalt Parking Lot

Programming
None

Marketing
Marketing for this park is done through social media sites, the Allegan County

parks website page and passing out park brochures (office, at parks, events,
County Fair, etc.).

Accessibility Evaluation
3 - Most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines.
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Aerial Overview
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Site Plan/Layout Map of Park
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Dumont Lake Watercraft Launch

Location
End of 33" St..
Allegan, M1 49010

Size
3 Acres

Park Type
Boating Access Site/Community Park

Service Area
Allegan County/Southwest Michigan

Park Description/Overview

Dumont lake launch is a watercraft launch site located across the lake from the
Dumont Lake Park at the end of 33rd Street. The watercraft launch facility also
has an ADA accessible fishing pier available.

Park Purpose Statement
Provide public watercraft access to the lake.

Park Amenities

ADA Accessible Fishing Pier

Two Lane Watercraft Launch (concrete ramp) with Dock
Asphalt Parking Lot

Picnic Tables

Grills

Programming
Fishing Tournaments, family kayak program with ODC

Marketing
Marketing for this park is done through social media sites, the Allegan County

parks website page and passing out park brochures (office, at parks, events,
County Fair, etc.).

Dredging
At this time, no dredging or plans to dredge are in place.

Accessibility Evaluation
3 - Most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines.
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Aerial Overview
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Site Plan/Layout of Park
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Ely Lake Campqground

Location
5020 116" Ave
Allegan, M1 49010

Size
90 acres

Park Type
Regional Park

Service Area
Allegan County/Southwest Michigan

Park Description/Overview

Ely Lake Campground offers a quality camping experience that is located close
to town but has a definite backcountry feel. Ely Lake contains 73 primitive
campsites (which all are open to equestrian camping), vault toilets, and a
swimming beach on Ely Lake. You will also find DNR Public Access sites to both
Ely and Little Tom Lakes. (Ely has a “no motor” rule, so bring your kayak, canoe
or row boat!).

Park Purpose Statement
Provide a safe family campground with rustic campsites with multiple recreational
opportunities that coincide with the natural features of the park.

Park Amenities

73 Primitive Campsites (which all are open to equestrian camping)
Fire Ring & Picnic Table at each Site

Hand Water Pump Wells

Vault Toilets

Beach

Picnic Tables

Grills

Dumpster

Watercraft Launch (no motors allowed on Ely Lake)
Foot/Cross County Ski Trails

Equestrian Trails

Equestrian Day Use Parking Lot/Staging Area

Programming
Church programs, beginner kayak program, equestrian events (competitive
mounted orienteering, judged trail ride)
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Marketing
Marketing for this park is done through social media sites, the Allegan County

parks website page and passing out park brochures (office, at parks, events,
County Fair, etc.).

Accessibility Evaluation
1 - None of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines

Aerial Overview
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Site Plan/Layout Map of Park
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Equestrian Trail System

Location
Throughout Allegan County (mostly throughout State Game Area)

Size
55 miles

Park Type
Equestrian Trall

Service Area
Allegan County/South West Michigan

Park Description/Overview

The Allegan County Equestrian Trail System (ETS) is a collaborative effort
between Allegan County Parks, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources
and the volunteer group Friends of the Allegan County Equestrian Trail System
(FACETS). Horseback riding in Allegan County has been a very popular
recreational activity for residents and visitors for many years. Most of the
equestrian activity in the County takes place in the 50,000-acre Allegan State
Game Area. In an effort to make riding in the Game Area more user-friendly and
to protect sensitive ecosystems Allegan County Parks, via a 25-year renewable
lease agreement with the State of Michigan, has taken over management and
ownership responsibilities for a designated equestrian trail system in the Game
Area. The Allegan County ETS consists of more than 55 miles of marked and
mapped designated riding trails. This makes it easier for riders, especially those
that are new to the area, to enjoy this recreational opportunity in Allegan County.

Park Purpose Statement
Provide public access to maintained equestrian trails.

Park Amenities
Equestrian Trails
Way Finding Signage

Programming
Equestrian events (competitive mounted orienteering, judged trail ride,
endurance ride and benefit ride)

Marketing
Marketing for this park is done through social media sites, the Allegan County

parks website page and passing out park brochures (office, at parks, events,
County Fair, etc.).
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Accessibility Evaluation
1 - None of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines

Site Plan/Layout Map of Park
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Gun Lake Park & Watercraft Launch

Location
2397 Patterson Road
Wayland, M| 49348

Size
4.1 Acres

Park Type
Regional Park/ Boating Access Site

Service Area
Allegan County/Southwest Michigan

Park Description/Overview

The smallest jewel in our park system is located on the west shore of beautiful
Gun Lake. Formerly known as "East Side Park", this little four acre park has over
450 feet of beach, a playground, a basketball court, picnic tables, grills, a
covered pavilion, and modern restroom facilities. The park also has a watercraft
launch with an ADA accessible dock that makes loading and unloading boats
quick and easy.

Park Purpose Statement
Provide a family friendly park used for multiple recreational activities and to
provide public watercraft access to the lake.

Park Amenities

Playground Equipment

Pavilion (electricity)

Picnic Tables

Grills

Trash Receptacles

Modern Restrooms

Two Lane Watercraft Launch (concrete ramp) with Dock
Gated Entrance/Machine for Launch
ADA Accessible Dock

Beach (buoyed swim area)

Asphalt Parking Lot

Programming
Fishing tournament, Stand Up Paddle Board/ Kayak Races
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Marketing

Marketing for this park is done through social media sites, the Allegan County
parks website page and passing out park brochures (office, at parks, events,

County Fair, etc.).

Dredging
At this time, no dredging or plans to dredge are in place.

Accessibility Evaluation
3 - Most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines

Aerial Overview
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Site Plan/Layout Map of Park

SEED
lllllll T
o -
— -
T
g / <
o i <
~{_ N o
- ! o e e T T : :
INOUS PAVINS—- ok vl o S e PP G O P
: [ S = T T

// . - e - e N -, -2 g i o : .A., g

37

124TH AVENUE

Allegan County Parks 2020-2024 Recreation Plan



Littlejohn Lake Park

Location
3540 113t Ave
Allegan, M1 49010

Size
113 Acres

Park Type
Community Park

Service Area
Allegan County/Southwest Michigan

Park Description/Overview

Located on Littlejohn Lake just three miles southwest of the City of Allegan.
Littlejohn Park encompasses 113 acres of mostly wooded natural public land.
Approximately 13 acres of the park is developed with over 120 picnic tables,
grills, a playground, a nature trail, and a large wooden pavilion with electricity that
is popular for family reunions and picnics. There is also a beautiful swimming
beach with an ADA accessible walkway. There are also two restroom buildings,
facilities for volleyball and horseshoes. It is the perfect place to have your
gathering!

Park Purpose Statement
Provide a family friendly park used for multiple recreational activities.

Park Amenities
Playground Equipment
Pavilion (electricity)

Picnic Tables

Grills

Trash Receptacles

Horse Shoe Pits

Baseball Fields

Volleyball Courts

Modern Restrooms

Beach (buoyed swim area)
Foot/Cross County Ski Trails
Asphalt Parking Lot

Programming
Youth/nature programs by ODC, Step it Up program
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Marketing
Marketing for this park is done through social media sites, the Allegan County

parks website page and passing out park brochures (office, at parks, events,
County Fair, etc.).

Accessibility Evaluation
3 - Most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines

Aerial Overview
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Site Plan/Layout Map of Park
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New Richmond Bridge Park & Watercraft Launch

Location
3160 Old Allegan Road
Fennville, Ml 49408

Size
20 Acres

Park Type
Community Park

Service Area
Allegan County/Southwest Michigan

Park Description/Overview

New Richmond Bridge Park is located just north of the historic village of New
Richmond in the northwestern part of the county. The centerpiece of this historic
park is a fully restored swing bridge which spans 400’ across the Kalamazoo
River. This swing bridge, which was originally built in 1879, was restored to its
original splendor in 2004. It is listed in the National Register of Historic Places
and connects park property on both the north and south sides of the river.
Another interesting feature of the park is that there is a very active railroad bridge
that runs parallel to the swing bridge. In fact, this railroad bridge is crossed by 30
to 40 trains per day! The railroad bridge, which was built in 1907, is also a
historic structure and was originally designed to swing at its center span to allow
riverboat traffic to pass. New Richmond Bridge Park includes five fishing piers, a
half mile of boardwalk trails that run along the river and through the surrounding
wetland areas, several interpretive signs, a restroom building, a small picnic area
and a watercraft launch and parking area.

Park Purpose Statement

Provide a historical site that provides motorized and non-motorized watercraft
launching, fishing opportunities, hiking, natural wildlife viewing, outdoor
educational opportunities and family gathering.

Park Amenities

Picnic Tables

Grills

ADA Vault Restrooms

Single Watercraft Launch (concrete ramp) with Dock
Swing Bridge

ADA Accessible Fishing Docks

Asphalt Parking Lot

ADA Accessible Board Walks

Trash Receptacles
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Benches
Interpretive Signs

Programming
School programs, Step it Up, Family Kayaking program by ODC

Marketing
Marketing for this park is done through social media sites, the Allegan County

parks website page and passing out park brochures (office, at parks, events,
County Fair, etc.).

Accessibility Evaluation
5 - The entire park meets accessibility guidelines

Aerial Overview
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Site Plan/Layout Map of Park
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Silver Creek Park/Campground

Location
3900 134t Ave
Hamilton, Ml 49419

Size
320 Acres

Park Type
Regional Equestrian Park

Service Area
Allegan County/ Michigan

Park Description/Overview

Silver Creek Park is primarily an equestrian park and has both day use facilities
and a campground. Silver Creek is 320 acres in size and connects to over 30
miles of horseback riding trails. There are 75 campsites in the park, all of which
are available for horse camping. Silver Creek also has 450 feet of frontage on
Silver Creek, which is a spring fed trout stream. You will also find a pavilion,
picnic tables and grills available in the day use area. The most beautiful and
unique thing about Silver Creek is that the entire park is primarily wooded,
providing for plenty of shade in the hot summer months and some spectacular
foliage color in the fall. Silver Creek Park is open year round and has some
spectacular fall and winter camping available.

Park Purpose Statement
Provide a safe family and equestrian campground with multiple recreational
opportunities that coincide with the natural features of the park.

Park Amenities

75 Primitive Campsites (all of them are designed for equestrian camping)
Fire Rings & Picnic Tables at each Site
Hand Water Pump Wells

Vault Toilets

Dumpsters

Picnic Tables

Grills

Watercraft Launch

Equestrian Trails

Swing Set

Pavilion
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Programming
Equestrian events (competitive mounted orienteering, judged trail
endurance ride and benefit ride), school programs

Marketing

ride,

Marketing for this park is done through social media sites, the Allegan County
parks website page and passing out park brochures (office, at parks, events,

County Fair, etc.).

Accessibility Evaluation
1 - None of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines

Aerial Overview
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Site Plan/Layout Map of Park
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West Side Park

Location
2152 Lakeshore Dr.
Fennville, Ml 49408

Size
11 Acres

Park Type
Community Park

Service Area
Allegan County/South West Michigan

Park Description/Overview

West Side Park is located on the beautiful Lake Michigan shoreline. It consists of
11 acres with 630 feet of beautiful, sandy beach on Lake Michigan. Two dune
stairways provide easy access to the beach. West Side has picnic tables, two
covered pavilions, two modern restroom buildings, and a fenced playground. It is
a truly great place to see a beautiful Lake Michigan sunset. In 2014, Allegan
County received a grant to add an additional parking lot, replace one of the old
beach access stairs and add an ADA accessible ramp, landings and walkway
onto the beach, improve landscaping and update a picnic area. Due to high water
issue in 2018 the ADA accessible ramp, landings and walkway onto the beach
had to be removed. An ADA lake/sunset viewing platform is still operational.

Park Purpose Statement
Provide a family friendly park used for multiple recreational activities and to
provide access to Lake Michigan.

Park Amenities
Playground Equipment
Pavilions (two)

Picnic Tables

Grills

Trash Receptacles
Modern Restrooms (2)
Lake Michigan Beach
Asphalt Parking Lot
Lake/sunset viewing platform
Beach stairways (two)

Programming
None
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Marketing

Marketing for this park is done through social media sites, the Allegan County
parks website page and passing out park brochures (office, at parks, events,

County Fair, etc.).

Accessibility Evaluation
3 - Most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines

Aerial Overview

Allegan County =)
Parks Commission (NG9

o

Map Scale: 1 nch = 375 fest
1:4,500

Petial Photo: April 10, 2009
Created: August 14, 2014
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Site Plan/Layout Map of Park
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Blue Star Non -Motorized Linear Trail
(Allegan County ownership will occur upon completion of construction)

Location
Casco Township

Size
~1.8 miles

Park Type
Regional Linear Park

Service Area
Allegan County/South West Michigan

Park Description/Overview

The Allegan County Board of Commissioners agreed to take ownership of the
future portion of the Non-Motorized Blue Star Trail to be constructed within
Casco and Ganges Townships. This section is only a portion of a larger project to
connect South Haven to Holland. The total project will be completed throughout
different phases and is being spearheaded by the Friends of the Blue Star Trail
(FOTBST) organization. The Friends of the Blue Star Trail are raising the funds
for construction and have created an endowment to cover future maintenance
costs.

Park Purpose Statement
Provide non-motorized trail to connect people and communities from Holland to
South Haven while improving their safety, wellness, economic health, and

environment.

Park Amenities
Asphalt Trall

Trash Receptacles
Signage

Programming
Lakeshore Harvest Ride

Marketing
Marketing for this trail is done through social media sites, the Allegan County

parks website page and passing out park brochures (office, at parks, events,
County Fair, etc.). The Friends of the Blue Star Trail also promote this through
different venues.

Accessibility Evaluation
5 - The entire park meets accessibility guidelines
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Site Plan/Layout — Future Portions, Allegan County will own/maintain, of the Non-
Motorized Blue Star Trail to be Constructed within Casco and Ganges Townships

Blue Star Trail plan in Casco and Ganges Townships
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Site Plan/Layout —Blue Star Trail
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DNR Recreation Grant Inventory

Allegan County has previously received several DNR recreational grants for park
development, listed in table below. These grants came from the Land and Water
Conservation Fund (26) or Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (TF). Post
completion, self-certification forms are also being submitted to the DNR along
with this Recreation Plan.

TF91 -351 1991 Westside Park | Development | Closed Road way & parking, Beach
area, softball fields, Tot lot,
Restroom, Fencing

TF95-126 1995 Little John Development | Closed Boardwalk, Sprinkling System,
Lake Park Driveway Repaving

26-00264 2000 Little John Development | Closed Road way & parking, Beach
Lake Park area, Picnic facilities, softball

diamonds, children's play area,
pavilion, restroom/bathhouse

TF00-077 2000 Dumont Lake Development | Closed Paved parking-beach area,
Park & Boat paved walkway to restroom,
Launch Playground area, pave
parking/launch area, dock, picnic
area, concrete ramp

TF00-076 2000 Gun Lake Development | Closed Play equipment, picnic
Park equipment, widen and pave boat
launch, restrooms
TF02-117 2002 Bysterveld Development | Closed Site preparation, Gravel access
Park road/parking, Hard surface

walkways, Picnic shelter, Play
equipment, Access road bride,
Vault toilets, Signage/amenities,
Overlook deck, Boardwalks,
Pedestrian bridges, Maintenance

building
TF05-001 2005 New Development | Closed Site preparation, Vault toilets,
Richmond Boardwalks, Fishing decks,
Park Signage, Lighting, Bridge

improvements, Parking, Boat
ramps, Site amenities, Skid Pier,
Bituminous trail

TF13-042 2013 West Side Development | Closed Parking lot & drive, concrete
Park walkways, beach access stairs,
deck & ramp, Bluff overlook, site
amenities, Picnic shelter
renovation

Allegan County Parks 2020-2024 Recreation Plan 53



Inventory of Recreation Land Owned by Allegan County Public Schools

and Facilities

Following is the recreation inventory of public schools located in Allegan County:

Allegan Public Schools

Fennville Public Schools

Hamilton Community Schools

Hopkins Public Schools

Allegan High School

LE White Middle School

Dawson Elementary
North Ward Elementary
Pine Trails Elementary

West Ward Elementary

Blackman School

Alternative High School

Fennville High School/Middle
School

Anna Michen Elementary

Hamilton High School

Hamilton Middle School
Bentheim Elementary
Blue Star Elementary
Hamilton Elementary
Sandyview Elementary
Hopkins High School

Hopkins Middle School

Hopkins Elementary
Sycamore Elementary

60 acre nature area

Allegan County Parks 2020-2024 Recreation Plan

Sports fields, indoor pool and
aguatic center; track
Sports fields, tennis courts

Playground equipment, softball
field

Playground equipment, softball
field

Playground equipment, softball
field

Playground equipment, softball
field

Playground equipment
Sports fields, playgrounds

Sports fields

Playground equipment

Sports fields, indoor fitness
center, indoor pool, tennis
courts

Sports fields
Playground equipment
Playground equipment
Playground equipment
Playground equipment
Sports fields

Sports fields
Playground equipment, sports
fields

Playground equipment, sports
fields

Trails, skiing area, classroom
building
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Martin Public Schools

East Martin Christian Schools

Otsego Public Schools

Plainwell Community Schools

Saugatuck Public Schools

South Haven Public Schools

Wayland Union Schools

Martin Middle/High School

Brandon Elementary

East Martin Christian High
School

East Martin Christian
Elementary

Otsego High School

Otsego Middle School

Alamo Elementary

Dix Street Elementary

Washington Street Elementary

Plainwell High School

Plainwell Middle School
Cooper Elementary
Gilkey Elementary

Starr Elementary
Saugatuck High School
Saugatuck Middle School

Douglas Elementary

Baseline Middle School

Wayland High School

Wayland Middle School
Baker Elementary

Dorr Elementary

Pine Street Elementary

Steeby Elementary
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Sports fields, outdoor track

Playground equipment

Sports fields

Playground equipment

Sports fields, tennis courts,
outdoor track

Basketball courts

Playground equipment, sports
fields

Playground equipment, sports
fields

Playground equipment

Sports fields, tennis courts,
outdoor track

Sports fields, tennis courts

Playground equipment

Playground, nature trails,
sports fields

Playground equipment
Sports fields, outdoor track
Sports fields

Playground equipment

Sports fields, tennis courts,
basketball courts

Sports fields, indoor pool,
outdoor track

Sports fields

Playground equipment
Playground equipment
Playground equipment

Playground equipment
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Inventory of Recreation Land Owned by Other Government Entities

CAMPING PICNICKING WATER TRAILS ACTIVITIES & SPORTS
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Alamanchier Park 4.1 Saugatuck Twp x x
Alice McClay Park 1.0 Douglas City x L x
Allegan County Fairgrounds 98.0 |Allegan City x
Allegan Dam—East Boating Access Bite Valley Twp B | R
Allegan State Game Area 50,045 |{several) X LR | x x x| x| x X
Allegan Wellness and Sports Bomplex 49.4 |Allegan Twp X | X x| F x BS x s0
Bandshell Park 0.2 Plainwell City R x x
Baseline Lake Boating Access Site 1.8 Trowbridge Twp P|lB L
Bicentennial Park 10.0 |Wayland City x
Big Lake Boating Access Site 59 Watson Twp P|lB L
Blue Star Memorial Highway Park 0.9 Saugatuck Twp X X x x
Brookside Park 42.0 |Otsego City 8 R X | X X x| F|D| R x X | x
Bysterveld County Park Dorr Twp x| x|x|x|P L x|x x| x [e]
Casco Township Nature Preserve 20.0 Casco Twp x P L X X X
Castle Park Nature Preserve 5.1 Laketown Twp
Cheshire Twp Park 0.5 Cheshire Twp
Community Park 6.1 Hopkins Village x x x x F x S | x x S | x
Cook Drain Trail Park 0.7 Allegan City x x x
Cook Park 04 Saugatuck City x
Cottonwood Township Park 20.0 Fillmore Twp X | X X P x x
Coughlin Park 1.6 Saugatuck City x L
Darrow Park 03 Plainwell City x E R x
Dorr North Twp Park 9.6 Dorr Twp x| X x P BS x x x| x
Dorr South {Gries Memorial} Twp Bark 6.9 Dorr Twp o ® P %
Douglas Beach 1.3 Douglas City x X x F L e
Duck Lake Boating Access Site 1.2 Cheshire Twp P|lB|L
Dument Lake County Park Monterey Twp X X x x F|E | L |x x x
Dumont Lake Watercraft Launch Allegan Twp x x PlB L x
Dune Pines Nature Preserve 12.8 Laketown Twp x x
Eagle Lake Boating Access Site 03 Cheshire Twp PlB L
East Saugatuck Park 4.7 Manlius Twp x| x P 5 | x x
Echo Point Boating Access Site Valley Twp D L
Ely Lake Campground Clyde Twp 73| R x X P|D L | x x X X s x
Fannie Pell Park 17 Plainwell City x E|R
Farview Nature Park 90.1 |Laketown Twp x x x
Fillmore Discovery Park 5:5 Fillmore Twp L x x
First Street Twp Park 0.1 Casco Twp L|®e
Frank Wicks Park 0.7 Saugatuck City F L
Future Casco Twp Park 27.6 | Casco Twp x
Future Saugatuck Twp Park 38.8 |Saugatuck Twp X
Future Hopkins Township Park 14.5 | Hopkins Twp
Future Watson Twp Park 299 Watson Twp
Gilligan Lake (Access Site) 200 |leketown Twp D L
Glenn Rest Area 33.7 |Casco Twp x x x| F
Goshorn Lake {Access Site) 30.0 Laketown Twp DL x
Green Lake Boating Access Site 1.8 Leighton Twp P|B|L
Gun Lake County Park Woayland Twp X X X x F|B | L |x x x
Hacklander Boating Access Site 3.8 Saugatuck Twp x Pp|lB | R
Hamilton Ball Fields 10.7 | Heath Twp X x x P BS | X x (o]
Hanson Park 1.0 Allegan City x| x x P R x
Harold Beery Field 1.6 Douglas City x x F S | x x x
ks Park LT Plainwell City x x x
iards Twp Park 5.2 Hopkins Twp x x| P B x
Hope College Nature Preserve 63.0 Laketown Twp x x
Howard C Schultz Park 24.5 |Douglas City X X x x F|B R x SB x|x|s|x
Hutchinson Garden 8:1 Fennville City
Huyser Farm Twp Park 102.3 | Laketown Twp * x
Interurban Trail 1.2 Saugatuck City x b4
JayCee Park 24 Allegan City X X X x F R x X s e X X | X X X X x
Kelly Lake {Access Site) 20.0 Laketown Twp L x
Kenyon Park 31.5 |Plainwell City x| x x F BS x 1o}
L.M. Wise Educational Preserve 54.0 |Hopkins Twp P x x
Laketown Twp Park 3.7 Laketown Twp L x
Lawrence & Mary Bell Wade Banctuary 68.5 |Saugatuck Twp E L b4 x
Lee Twp Park {Twp. Hall) 09 Lee Twp B
Lee Twp Park {Upper Scott Lake) 04 Lee Twp D L x
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Leighton Twp

Leighton Twp Park 0.4 L

Little Tom Lake Boating Access Site Clyde Twp DL

Littlejohn Lake County Park Allegan Twp x| X FlE L x S |x|x X | X x
M-89 Bridge Boating Access Site Valley Twp D R

Mahan Park 0.5 | Allegan City X P R

Maplewood Youth Complex 10.9 | Holland City X | X F S x X s
Matt Urban Sports & Rec. Complex 24.4 |Holland City X X F $ X x $ | x| x
Memorial Park 0.9 Martin Village

Memorial Park 21.0 |Otsego City X | X F BS x| X X O|x|x
Memorial/Paradise Park 5.7 Fennville City x P 3 x

Miami Access Site 13 Casco Twp

Mill District Park 0.7 Allegan City R

Miner Lake Boating Access Site 2.7 |Allegan Twp Ple

Mize Rose Garden 0.1 |Saugatuck City

Meline Twp Park 8.0 Leighton Twp BS x
Mount Baldhead Park 71.5 |Saugatuck City X | X F L x X

Nature Preserve 20.1 |Cheshire Twp X

Nature Preserve 37.5 |Hopkins Twp

New Richmond Bridge County Park Manlius Twp x P|BE R x X

Northside Park 4.3 |Otsego City X | X X x o]
Old Saugatuck Airport 168.5 Saugatuck Twp x

Osterhout Lake Boat Launch 0.3 Lee Twp B L

Outdoor Discover Center 105.2 | Fillmore Twp F L x x| X

Oval Beach 41.3 |Saugatuck City x| x F L x x

Overisel Township Park 50.2 |Overisel Twp x

Park 0.9 Manlius Twp

Peterson Preserve 9.7 Saugatuck City L x

Pier Cove Twp Park 0.4 |Ganges Twp P L

Pike Lake Boating Access Site 0.5 |Trowbridge Twp P|lB L

Pine Creek Boating Access Site 0.7 Otsego Twp P|B L

Rabbit River Nature Trail 24.3 |Woayland City X | x P x b8

River Bluff Twp Park 30.8 |Saugatuck Twp X | X E R x| X X | X

Riverfront Park 0.2 Allegan City x R x

Riverwalk Park 0.3 Plainwell City R x

Rossman Esplanade Park 31 Allegan City x x
Salem Twp Park Salem Twp X | X F x B X S0 X | X
Sanctuary Woods Preserve 40.0 |Laketown Twp x x x

Saugatuck Dunes State Park 1,018 |Laketown Twp X | X P L x| x X

Saugatuck Harbor Natural Area 178.4 |Saugatuck Twp LR x X

Saugatuck Rest Area 35.1 |Laketown Twp x

Selkirk Boating Access Site 5.0 |Wayland Twp P|lE L

Sheffer Lake Boating Access Site 1.6 |Trowbridge Twp D L

Sherwood Park 2.5 Plainwell City x D R X x x| x
Shore Acres Twp Park 44.3  |Laketown Twp x| x x X | X s
Silver Creek County Park & Campground Heath Twp 75 x| x P R x| x x| x

Sixteen Lake Boating Access Site 1.7 Martin Twp P|B

Spear Street Boat Ramp 0.1 Saugatuck City B

Sue Lange Memorial {Triangle) Park 0.3 |Allegan City

Sundown Twp Park 0.3 | Saugatuck Twp

Swan Lake Boating Access Site 1.8 |Cheshire Twp PlE L

Tails n' Trails Dog Park 1.8 |Saugatuck Twp x

Tallmadge Woods Nature Preserve 123.0 |Saugatuck Twp R x X

Tannery Creek Outlook 1.0 Couglas City X

The Village Square 2.5 |Saugatuck City x F x x x
Thurl Cook Park 6.0 Plainwell City x| X F s | x X | x|0 | x
Township Park 2.2 Lee Twp

Trestle Trail Park 1.4 |Allegan City e

Trestle Twp Park 2.0 Heath Twp x| x P|D R

Union Street Launching Site 0.2 Couglas City x Pla|L

Upper Scott Lake Boat Launch 0.9 Lee Twp

Veteran's Park 0.1 | Allegan City

Veterans Walk Park 1.0 Douglas City L

Village Park il 7 Hopkins Village X | X

Wade's Bayou Memorial Park 2.8 Douglas City x Flp L

Water Street Park 0.2 |Allegan City x x

Wau-Ke-Na, William E Smith Preserve Ganges Twp

{North Unit) 1265 x| x x

Wau-Ke-Na, William E Smith Preserve Ganges Twp

{South Unit}) 2364 x| x x

Wayland City Park 4.0 |wayland City x| x F x| x x x
Wayland Mini Park (8] i Wayland City x

Woayland North Park 1.0 |Wayland City o
Woayland Skate Park 1.0 Wayland City

West Side County Park Ganges Twp x | x F L s x

Willow Park 0.2 Saugatuck City R

Wolters Woods Twp Park 34.3 Laketown Twp x| X o x x| X

BOAT LAUNCH CODES: A - Hard Surface. Good Denth: B - Hard Surface. limited Denth: € - Gravel Surface: D - Carrv-NDown Access Onlv: E - Canoe Access Only
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Inventory of Private Recreation Facilities

Following is the recreation inventory of current privately owned and/or operated
facilities throughout Allegan County that serve both residents and visitors. While the
list below is not intended to be all-inclusive, the opportunities that are listed below
provide recreational activities that are not provided or identified in the previous listing
of park and recreation opportunities.

GOLF COURSES

Orchard Hills

Lake Monterey Golf Club

Cheshire Hills Golf Course

Lynx Golf Course

Clearbrook Golf Club and Restaurant
Yankee Springs Golf Course
Winding Creek

Hawkshead Links

Lake Doster Golf Club

The Ravines

Diamond Springs

Beeches Golf Club

Macatawa Legends Country Club
The Links at Rolling Meadows Golf Club

Laketown Golf & Conference Center

714 125" Avenue, Shelbyville
3765 28" Street, Dorr

3829 102" Avenue, Allegan

900 Lincoln Road, Otsego

6494 Clearbrook Dr, Saugatuck
12300 Bowens Mill Road, Wayland
4514 E. Ottogan Street, Holland
523 Hawks Nest Dr, South Haven
116 Country Club Blvd, Plainwell
3520 Palmer Drive, Saugatuck
3400 34t Street, Hamilton

09601 68t Street, South Haven

4600 Macatawa Legends Blvd, Holland

1259 St Andrews Dr, Holland

6069 Blue Star Hwy, Saugatuck

CANOE AND KAYAK RENTAL/BOATING/MARINES/ FISHING

Tower Marine
Limerick Sailing Charters
Best Chance Too Charters

Bending Limits Sportfishing Charters
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216 St. Peters Dr., Douglas
475 Delano St, Allegan
650 Water St., Saugatuck

2223 S Shore Dr, Macatawa
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Yacht Boat Charters

Co-Hooker Charter Fishing Services
Holland Michigan Salmon Charter
West Michigan Charter Fishing
Deep V Sportfishing Charters
MIRYHA Saugatuck Charter Fishing
Reel Talk Sportfishing Charters
Holland MI Fishing Charter Boat

Michigan Fishing Charter Co
SsuFISHient Charters

Can’t Miss Charters Services
Sailing Mac Charters LLC
Deeplake Ventures

Big Lake Outfitters of Saugatuck
Harbor Duck Adventures Co.
Saugatuck Chain Ferry

J.D. Charters

Sergeant Marina

Star of Saugatuck Boat Cruises
Sweetwater Sailing

Plainwell Kayak Company
Velocity Adventure's

Kayak-Kayak

WaterTrail Ventures, LLC Kayak & Canoe
Rental

Running Rivers, Inc.

1 Adventure Company
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220 Water St., Saugatuck
6545 138th Ave, Holland

1862 Ottawa Beach Rd, Holland

641 Water Street, Slip #1, Saugatuck

1866 Ottawa Beach Rd, Holland
868 Holland St, Saugatuck

1866 Ottawa Beach Rd, Holland
1862 Ottawa Beach Rd, Holland

220 Water St, Saugatuck

1866 Ottawa Beach Rd: slip C 47,
Holland

776 Manchester Dr., Saugatuck
1866 Ottawa Beach Rd, Holland
2223 S Shore Dr, Holland

640 Water St., Saugatuck

121 Griffith St., Saugatuck

528 Water Street, Saugatuck
2223 S Shore Dr, Macatawa

31 Butler St. Saugatuck

716 Water St., Saugatuck

868 Holland St, Saugatuck

211 N Main St, Plainwell
Fennville

1200 Ottawa Beach Rd, Holland
4359 147th Ave, Holland

120 E Center St, Douglas

2223 S Shore Dr, Macatawa
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SoHa Kayak River Rentals

Gun Lake Rentals Boat Rentals, Kayaks, Paddle
Boards, Canoe!

HORSEBACK RIDINIG

Wild West Ranch

Simpsarosa Stables

SKIING AND TUBING

Bittersweet Ski Resort

Timber Ridge Ski Resort
PRIVATELY OWNED CAMPGROUNDS
Dumont Lake Family Campground
Tri-Ponds Family Camp Resort
Giles Campground

Giles Swanlake Campground

East Lake Camping

Schnable Lake Family Campground

Sandy Pines Recreation Community Rv Resort
& Campground

Miller Lake Campground

Hungry Horse Campground

Shelp's Resort Campground

Selkirk Lake Mobile-Park and Campground
Hidden Ridge RV Park

Oak Grove Resort Campground

Yogi Bear's Jellystone Park Camp Resort

Dutch Treat Camping & Recreation

South Beach, South Haven

2422 Patterson Rd, Shelbyville

2855 36" Street, Allegan

181 55th St, Grand Junction

600 River Road, Otsego

7500 23 %2, Gobles

3106 125" Avenue, Allegan
3687 Dumont Road, Allegan
697 44™ Street, Allegan

928 44th St, Pullman

3091 Weick Drive, Hopkins

1476 115" Avenue, Martin
2745 136" Avenue, Hopkins

2130 Miller Lake Drive, Hopkins
2016 142" Avenue, Dorr

11011 Doster Road, Plainwell
780 127th Ave, Shelbyville
2306 12t Street, Hopkins

2011 Ottawa Beach Rd, Holland
3403 64th St, South Haven

10300 Gordon St, Zeeland

105 Blue Star Hwy-N. Shore Dr., South
Haven

6473 Blue Star Highway, Saugatuck

Cousins' R/V park

Saugatuck RV Resort
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BOWLING

Snowden's Sunset Lanes

Allie's Classic American Diner & Bowling
Brewhouse Lanes Bowling Alley
MISCELLANEOUS

4-H Camp Kidwell

Allegan County Snowmobile Club
Skydive Inc. Allegan

The Old Regent Theatre
Centershot Gun Range
Remington Forest Sporting Club
M-40 Paintball

Outdoor Discovery Center

US 131 Motorsports Park
Kalamazoo Replica Lighthouse
Gun Lake Casino

Allegan County Fair

M-89 Cinema

Saugatuck Center for the Art

Allegan Event
Allegan Event ZIP

Allegan County Snowmobile Trail System

504 Western Ave., Allegan
229 W Center St, Douglas

1628 142nd Ave, Dorr

39000 1st. Ave, Bloomingdale
1697 36th Street, Allegan

740 Grant Street, Allegan

211 Trowbridge, Allegan
2638 142" Ave, Dorr

2714 56th Street

4434 M-40, Holland

4214 56" St, Holland

1249 12 St., Martin

Douglas

1123 129™ Ave, Wayland

150 Allegan County Fair Drive, Allegan
392 Oaks Crossing, Plainwell

400 Culver Street, Saugatuck

439 River Street, Allegan
At Riverfront, Allegan

During the winter, throughout Allegan County when there is enough snow on the
ground, two volunteer groups, the Allegan County Snowmobile Club & West
Michigan Snowmobile Council, maintain/groom approximately 200 miles of
snowmobile trails. The snowmobile trails navigate through private landowner’s
property (~170 miles) and through the State Game Area (~30 miles). The
volunteers annually place and remove trail signs, trim bush from trails, negotiate
private land agreements and groom the trails. The Allegan County Snowmobile
Club has 36x56 groomer barn, a 32x50 club house and 24x30 warming pavilion
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on 13 acres located at 1697 36™ Street Allegan Michigan. The trail system has
four grooming machines to help keep the trails smooth. An annual grant of
approximately 250K is awarded to groom and maintain the trail system. The
grant is entirely funded thru a user base fee, called “Snowmobile Trail Permit”.
Future goals of the Allegan County Snowmobile Club are 1.) To improve or
reduce as many trail connectors that are using road-right of ways within the
county. 2.) Apply for the available grant funding to secure 41 trail reroute. 3.)
Apply for the available grant funding to secure permanent easements. Additional
information and trail maps can be found at https://myacsc.org and
https://msasnow.org/trail-reports/west-michigan-snowmobile-council/.
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Section 4: Resource Inventory

Allegan County Parks
Resource Inventory !
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Section 5: Public Input & Planning
Process

During the February Parks Advisory Board meeting the members reviewed the
current recreation plan and it was decided that the Parks Advisory Board would
hold a public workshop (input session) during their April 2, 2019 Parks Advisory
Board meeting. The Parks Manager was directed to create and distribute surveys
to gather information from the public, school districts and municipalities located
within Allegan County (See Appendix A/B- copy of surveys & surveys results).

A publicly announced public workshop (Appendix C/D- copy of the notice for
public workshop/press release) was held on April 2, 2019 during the Parks
Advisory Board Meeting to help develop the goals and objectives and determine
the action plan that should occur for the 5-year recreation plan for Allegan
County (Appendix E/F- agenda & minutes of public workshop (Parks Advisory
Board Meeting). The public notice was also placed on the County’s website,
Facebook page and sent to local municipality offices for posting. The results of
these surveys were also reviewed during the April 2, 2019 Parks Advisory Board
meeting.

After completion, review and discussion of the draft Recreation Plan by the Parks
Advisory Board the draft was made available for 30+ days for public review
(Appendix G/H — copy of the notice of availability for public review and
comment/press release).

During the December 3, 2019 Parks Advisory Board meeting a public hearing
was held (Appendix 1/J — copy of the notice of the public hearing/press release).
Following the closing of the public hearing, hearing no issues on the plan, the
Parks Advisory Board approved the Allegan County 2020-2024 Recreation Plan
and made a motion to adopt a resolution approving the plan and recommending
that the Allegan County Board of Commissioners adopt/approve the Allegan
County 2020-2024 Recreation Plan. (Appendix K/L — Copy of Parks Advisory
Board Resolution/Minutes).

During the December 12, 2019 Board of Commissioners planning meeting the
board members reviewed and asked questions regarding the Recreation Plan
and made a motion to take action on the plan during their December Board of
Commissioners meeting. During the December 12, 2019 Board of
Commissioners meeting the board made a motion to adopt a resolution
approving/adopting the Recreation Plan (Appendix M/N — Copy of Board of
Commissioners Resolution/Minutes).

A letter was mailed to the West Michigan Regional Planning Commission
informing them of the new Recreation Plan (Appendix O). Allegan County does
not have a Planning Commission to send the plan to.
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Section 6: Goals and Objectives

Allegan County

In 2012, the Allegan County Board of Commissioners approved a County Wide
Strategic plan, which includes the organizations strategic map that was
organized to show the inter-relationships of four main Components: engaged
work force, processes, financial stability and customers. The strategic Plan
shows how the four components and goals will be accomplished through the
organizations values: honesty, Integrity, commitment and respect.

a}nm cum)‘

. “& \Allegan County Strategy Map

E

To achieve our vision and
ensure Allegan County
continues to progress and
prosper, we MUST...

Provide valuable and necessary
quality services to our

CUSTOMERS

+ Deliver affordable and accessible
services

« Engage and educate our citizenry
+ Collaborate locally and regionally

Vision:

Provide our citizens superior and
innovative services, be judicious
and efficient in the expenditure of
resources and promote a safe,
clean and healthy environment in

which to live, work and play.
q
NC A
% N
v
C
Respect K

Maintain our

FINANCIAL STABILITY

Support a united and

= Develop and maintain a balanced Integrit i

operational budget 9 ENGAGED WORKFORCE
« Maintain reserve funds Commitment  « Foster a positive, team-based work
= Execute long-term financial Honesty g onmant

planning ~« Employ and retain high-performing,
quality employees

~ « Promote safety and wellness

Continuously improve our
PROCESSES

= Be efficient and cost effective

» Measure and learn from outcomes

= Seek and implement innovative
solutions

The County of Allegan Strategic Plan consists of the following components,
beginning with the broadest and most long-term elements to the most specific,
short-range and tactical activities:

Allegan County shall plan, develop and evaluate the necessary policies and
resources to ensure our county continues to progress and prosper.
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Vision Statement: An aspiring description of what the County would like to
achieve or accomplish in the mid-term or long-term future. It is intended to serve
as a clear guide for choosing current and future courses of action.

Allegan County is committed to providing our citizens superior and innovative
services, being judicious and efficient in the expenditure of resources and
promoting a safe, clean and healthy environment in which to live, work, and play.

Values: Shared attributes and behaviors that inform and guide our actions in
delivering services.

Our Values:
Honesty
» We are committed to conducting all business in a truthful,
transparent manner. We will learn from the truth and grow
individually and collectively as an organization.

Integrity
» We are committed to being trustworthy and ethically self-
governing. We will perform utilizing our individual and
collective knowledge, skills and competencies in a manner
which elicits trust from the individuals whom we serve.

> We are committed to being responsible and making

responsible  decisions. We will make impartial
recommendations based on facts, knowledge and collective
input.

Commitment
» We are committed to professionalism. We will advocate,
pursue and support professional development. We will
perform at the highest level of professional standards and at
the highest degree of our capabilities collectively and
individually.

» We are committed to our governmental mission and will
implement governmental services, ordinances and policies
essential to the general welfare of Allegan County residents.

» We are committed to serving the greater good as an
effective, efficient and unified county government. We are
dedicated to improving the status and conditions of the
County by serving those it represents.

Respect
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» We are committed to maintaining the dignity of everyone at
all times. We value the differences in every individual and
embrace these differences to build a stronger organization
and community.

Goals (and Goal Statement): Goals identify the major service or programmatic
areas where the County will focus its strategic efforts. Goal Statements are broad,
long-range “visions” for a significant area of the County's operations. It defines
what the County must accomplish to achieve its mission. Implementation
requires collaboration within and across programmatic clusters for achievement.

Strategic Priorities: Strategic priorities outline at a high level how the Goal will be
accomplished. Strategic priorities should represent the major direction that the
County will undertake to achieve the Goal. Strategic priorities are seen as having,
at least, a five-year horizon.

Objectives: Objectives transition the plan into action by providing general
direction that will be taken and are able to be measured.

Tasks: Tasks outline the specific steps that will be taken to complete an objective.
They are the most tactical component of the plan and provide the greatest level
of detail (specific measurements, deadlines, responsible parties, etc.)

Measurements (trends): Measurements describe the specific results/outcomes
expected by each action taken to carry out the plan. They enable evaluation to
take place and are often the most overlooked and feared component of strategic
plans. However, the County views every outcome as valuable whether the
expected result is achieved or not in that it provides an opportunity to evaluate for
continuous improvement. Therefore, measurements are critical to the County’s
success.

Parks Advisory Board/Parks Department

Why the Parks Advisory Board and staff have developed the goals and
objectives as results of the public input meeting, public surveys, and through
assessment of social and physical characteristics of Allegan County, an
inventory of the recreation assets within the county, and by their own
observations of the deficiencies and needs of the County Park System they are
also working to develop and align the Parks Service Area to have the same
vision, values and strategic goals and priorities that the County Board of
Commissioners have put in place for the rest of the county.

The following goals and objectives, which are not listed in any order of

importance, are intended to provide a framework for future decisions related to
parks and recreation for Allegan County.
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Goal 1:

Continue Park Maintenance to increase efficiency and reduce costs to ensure
our current parklands are in safe, functional and aesthetic condition.

Objectives:

a.

b.

Review and continue maximizing staff schedules for providing
maintenance and customer service.
Analyze park maintenance operations and implement plans to most
efficiently maintain the parks through the use of full-time, part-time, and
seasonal staff, and contractual services.
Implement a broad based training program for all park staff.
Evaluate & prioritize the replacement and maintenance of playground
equipment, structural amenities/buildings and site amenities
Evaluate lighting (safety & efficiency) and other security measures at
county parks facilities.

a. Update to LED lighting. Look at using solar power
Improve playground surfaces for safety and access for all users.
Continue to improve accessibility throughout the county parklands.
Research, evaluate and develop possible green initiatives to use at the
parks.
Develop tree maintenance plan
Develop parking lot maintenance plan
Develop annual maintenance plans for all parks.
Develop 15-year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) to ensure all park assets
being replaced/improved are budgeted for when scheduled.

Goal 2:

Provide safe, broad community-based recreation opportunities, facilities and
programs that improve the overall quality-of-life year round for all Allegan County
residents and tourists.

Objectives:

a.

Add recreational opportunities/amenities, which fall in line with the
purpose of the park and are based upon recreation needs, trends, and
input from the community.

Increase recreational opportunities for people with disabilities.

Continue to work with existing and new partners in the community to
provide programs, leagues, and special events.

Continue efforts to find and enhance recreation opportunities throughout
Allegan County

Embrace and enhance regional collaboration for recreational programs
and facilities.
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f. Create more winter recreation opportunities, such as cross-country skiing,
sledding and snowshoeing.

a. Provide accessibility and parking to park facilities during winter
months.

g. Provide accessible activities that allow children to learn through play.
Through play, children can develop positive social, physical, emotional,
and imaginative skills Add a variety of equipment, each with a different
skill level that:

a. Allows children (with and without special needs) to develop these
skills.

b. Allows them the ability to attempt higher skill levels, as they grow
older and develop these skills.

h. Continue to add structural amenities, such as pavilions and restroom
buildings, to the park facilities based upon community input and need to
ensure that there are sufficient park and recreation opportunities for all
current and potential users.

i. Add and improve site amenities at park facilities such as picnic tables,
grills and benches.

Goal 3:

Provide leisure time activities with special consideration given to improving
health, wellness and fitness.

Objectives:

a. Provide both passive and active activities for a variety of ages and abilities
of the community.
b. Expand healthy lifestyle, physical fitness and wellness programs,
educating residents about the benefits of this lifestyle.
a. Continue partnerships with health care and wellness organizations,
such as the Allegan County Health Department
b. Research and create new partnerships with health care and
wellness organizations, such as Michigan State University
Extension (MSUe)

Goal 4:

Provide non-motorized and/or multi-use pathways/waterways for recreational and
transportation use.

Objectives:
a. Expand non-motorized and/or multi- use pathways/waterways through

Allegan County with a focus upon linking parks, schools, neighborhoods
cities, business areas, regional trails and local destination points.
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b. Support the efforts of trail groups (Friends of the Blue Star Trail, River to
River trail committee, etc.) to connect Allegan County to parks, schools,
neighborhoods cities, business areas, regional trails and local destination
points.

c. Promote biking within or to trails that currently connect to our current park
facilities

d. Maintain existing equestrian trails and park walkways

e. Increase marketing efforts for these trails

Goal 5:

Develop recreation opportunities that focus upon and take advantage of Allegan
County water resources.

Objectives:

a. Enhance fishing, canoeing and kayaking opportunities on rivers and lakes
(Kalamazoo River, Swan Creek, Gun Lake, Dumont Lake, Ely Lake, Lake
Michigan, Etc.).

b. Improve beach accesses to provide additional and better access to water.

c. Work with other units of government, Kalamazoo River Greenway
Committee/Outdoor Discover Center, Kalamazoo River Watershed
Council and EPA Superfund Task Force to develop a management plan
for the Allegan county waterways (lakes/rivers) and users.

Goal 6:

Promote the preservation, protection, restoration and education of Allegan
County’s natural and cultural history.

Objectives:

a. Provide opportunities that educate the public about the cultural and natural
history found in the parks and in Allegan County.

b. Protect and preserve buildings, structures and natural areas that are
significant in the county’s history.

c. Restore buildings, structures and natural areas and provide public access
to these areas for educational purposes.

Goal 7:

Create community awareness of all the Allegan County area recreational
opportunities and promote them to residents and visitors.

Objectives:
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a.

Continue developing marketing materials describing and promoting
recreational opportunities within the county.
a. website/social media sites
a. Videos
b. Pictures
b. Printed materials
a. Brochures
b. Z-cards
c. Determine if there are other ‘best methods” to market parks
Clearly mark park entrances and visually unify the parks so residents are
aware facilities they use are part of Allegan County’s park system.
Have a visible presence at events sponsored by community groups and
organizations such as the Chamber of Commerce and business groups.
Use parks and recreation facilities and services to generate economic
growth and prosperity. Integrate tourism and economic development
marketing to leverage the benefits of park facilities and vise-versa
a. Coordinate with Pure Michigan marketing efforts.
b. Work with schools to help video/marketing projects.

Goal 8:

Improvements and Development

Objectives:

a.

Focus on fulfilling identified park projects (list found in Action section of
this plan)

a. Continually review and update park project list

b. Based on need and input from users

c. Consistent with the purpose of each park
Insure that improvements and upgrades to park facilities are universally
accessible.
Review and determine if there are improvements and development
projects needed to increase recreational opportunities outside our park
lands

a. Determine how we can contribute.
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Section 7: Action Program

Over the next year, we will be focusing on ensuring we have a plan to
successfully maintain (improve/replace) all assets that are already placed in our
parks. We will be developing a plan for maintenance on a daily/annual level and
building a 15- year capital Improvement plan (CIP) to improve/replace all existing
assets as scheduled out. Once these plans are developed we will have a better
understanding of how much funding is needed annually just to maintain our
current park system. We would be looking to fund these projects through the
annual operational budget and through the funds set aside by the Board of
Commissioners for parks capital improvement projects. We will then use
additional funds and grants to add new assets that have been identified as a
need or want.

At this time funding for all parks maintenance and development will come from
the parks operational funds, Parks CIP funds and grant funding. The County
Board of Commissioners is currently setting aside $20,000 annually to be used
for grant match funds. The County will also continue to investigate additional
sources of funding to complete park projects such as seeking donations,
attracting sponsors, holding fund raising events, and seeking out other revenue
sources methods, which have worked in other communities to raise funding for
parks development and improvements.

Over the past year, the Parks Advisory Board has been reviewing each park and
determining the purpose of each. With the determined purpose of each park
defined and through public input, staff recommendations, and by the Park
Advisory Board the following is a list of key items/actions that have been
identified to improve/future development of our parks. These items will be
prioritized based on need after all current assets (repair/replacement) have been
planned/budgeted for. This list is not intended to be all inclusive of what will occur
in the next five years but will be used as a guide to help determine what is
needed and wanted to make our parks a great place to visit. Items have been
identified as being able to be completed by operational funds or needing to be
completed through CIP, grant or other funding.

Bysterveld Park

Purpose: to provide fishing opportunities, hiking, natural wildlife viewing, outdoor
educational & recreational opportunities and family gathering.
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Review and update site plan that was created —
move forward with plan once it's been updated X

Update lighting in barn replace to LED and make
motion activated

' Add electricity to the pavilion |
\ Modern restrooms (electric & running water) |

Possible use of solar power to run electric and
water

' Dog park/run | | X

Pave the entrance drive & parking lot so the park
can be plowed and used all year long

X | X X| X

] Shade structure for the playground

] Add playground for younger children

] Tree plantings/tree trimming/stump grinding
\ Repair/stain picnic tables

' Trail improvements

' Educational markers along trails

' Pond aerator

\ Review & update past site plans

X X| X X

X X| X X| X

Dumont Lake Park

Purpose: to provide a family friendly park used for multiple recreational activities.

Improve Restrooms - Install Automated locks X
on restroom doors
' Improve Restrooms - Floors | X
Improve Restrooms - Update lighting in
restroom - replace to LED and make motion X
activated
' Expand beach areas | | X
' Add accessible pathway to beach | X |
' Bank/bridge stabilization project | X | X
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Update lighting in barn - replace to LED and
make motion activated

' Tree plantings/Tree trimming/stump grinding |
' Repair/stain picnic tables |
“Improve signage |
|
|
|

‘ Expand existing parking lot to the east (20-30
spaces)

Install Wi-Fi
] Remove old permeant picnic tables
' Add walking trails

Dumont Lake Watercraft Launch

Purpose: provide public watercraft access to the lake.

Update and expand of the fishing pier to include
boardwalk to expand 300-500 feet along lake

Pay machine
* Electric or solar powered X
» Will accept credit cards and cash

' Trail improvements X

Ely Lake Campground

Purpose: is to provide a safe family campground with rustic campsites with
multiple recreational opportunities that coincide with the natural features of the
park.

\ Improve sites and remove stumps
' Develop some ADA sites

\ Widen the roads and parking area
\ Update the beach/swimming area
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Update/add Fishing area
- Add fishing dock

\ Improve the kayak/boat launch X

Update Current Outhouses
» Replace/repair roofs
* Add vents X
* Add concrete pads in front of

Pay machine
* Electric or solar powered X
» Will accept credit cards and cash

Update Sighage

- New entrance sign

- Informational signs X
- Marketing- knowledge of what’s there on

signage once arrived at campground

X

' Repair/stain picnic tables |
' Paint and Install vents in vault toilets |
Install one modern bath house with shower ‘

facilities

 Picket posts at each site

Install Wi-Fi | X |
\ Playground equipment (with a natural theme) \ X \

Gun Lake Park

Purpose: to provide a family friendly park used for multiple recreational activities
and to provide public watercraft access to the lake.

' Add sidewalk along the front of the park
\ Tree plantings/Tree Trimmings
] Remove old yellow pay tube & concrete pad
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Update lighting in barn & restroom -- replace X
to LED and make motion activated
Improve Restrooms - Install Automated locks X
on restroom doors
' Improve Restrooms - Floors | X
Improve Restrooms - Update lighting in
restroom - replace to LED and make motion X
activated
' Repair/stain picnic tables | | X
Install safety fence - direct people to cross at
designated location
' Boat wash | X |
 Fishing Dock | | X
' ADA kayak launch | X |
' Add benches along beach X | X
' Install Wi-Fi | X |
' Drainage X |
\ Improve beach area (Expansion) | \ X

\ Improved crosswalk (flashing solar lights) | X \
' New concrete slab under pavilion | X |
' Pavilion replacement X |
Improve launch area (under water) | X |
\ Add Lighting near boat Launch area | X \
' Security fencing | X |
' ADA kayak launch | X |
' Improve drive to launch | X |
" Improve launch area (above water) | X |

Pay machine ‘

* Electric or solar powered X

» Will accept credit cards and cash

Littlejohn Lake Park

Purpose: to provide a family friendly park used for multiple recreational activities.
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Review and update site plan that was created —

move forward with plan once it's been updated =
Improve Restrooms - Install Automated locks on X
restroom doors
' Improve Restrooms - Floors | X
Improve Restrooms - Update lighting in restroom X
- replace to LED and make motion activated
Improve Restrooms - Add changing station X
rooms
Update lighting in barn - replace to LED and X
make motion activated
\ Tree plantings/Tree trimming/Stump grinding \ X |
' Fix stairs to beach | | X
' Repair/stain picnic tables | | X
Add paved walkway paths from pavilion to east X
restroom building
' Add disc golf course x| X
' Add hiking/walking trails X
' Improve entrance area and area along road | X | X
Improve beach area - Expand swim/sand/beach X
area
Improve beach area - Add gazebo/shade X
structure
\ Improve beach area - Add playground equipment \ X |
Improve beach area - Add fishing docks (away X X
from swim area)
" Improve beach area - Add kayak/canoe launch | X | X
Install Wi-Fi | x|
Add modern campground
* Possibly looking at area where baseball fields X
are (instead of back of property)
Turning old concession area of east building into X

shower house
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New Richmond Park

Purpose: provide a historical site that provides motorized and non-motorized
watercraft launching, fishing opportunities, hiking, natural wildlife viewing,
outdoor educational opportunities and family gathering.

' Develop and install kayak launch |

' Add a pay machine/gate at current parking lot |
' Additional parking/no pay parking lot |

X | X| X| X

Add improved location closer to river for
sturgeon trailer

Develop platform/presentation/release area
near river for education and sturgeon release X
opportunities

Improve sections of walkway |
' Add more trails | X |

Buy/Get land just south east of bridge
* If we get this here are
opportunities/improvements for this section of
land: X
 Pavilion (picnicking/education staging area
* Boat launch that's out of the main flow of

X

the river
Education/fishing areas right along the banks X
of the river
' Bank/boardwalk stabilization project | X
More emphasis on the historical part of the X
park
Clear more brush for improved fishing
opportunities X

* Remove poison ivy

Improve Signage
* Rules X
» Walkway can be slippery

Silver Creek Park/Campground
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Purpose: to provide a safe family and equestrian campground with multiple
recreational opportunities that coincide with the natural features of the park.

\ Improve sites - remove/grind stumps

] Improve sites -make wider/more accessible

Update Current Outhouses
» Replace/repair roofs
* Add vents
* Add concrete pads in front of

' Replace outhouse

Improve entrance area

x

' Add bathroom/shower facility
' Manure remover

Improve signage

\ Add playground equipment

' Add additional foot trails

Update lighting in barns restrooms - replace to
LED and make motion activated

Install Wi-Fi

Install bridge over creek to access trail (north of
134th)

' Move campsites 41 & 42
\ Repair/stain picnic tables
\ Review & update past site plans

Improve and enlarging day use riding area
* Add lighting for security

Pay machine (in 2019 MNRTF grant request)
* Electric or solar powered X
* Will accept credit cards and cash

X

x

X | X X | X X

X

>

X

X

\ Improve back road (resurface/ rebuild) |
' Develop some ADA sites with electric X |
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West Side Park

Purpose: to provide a family friendly park used for multiple recreational activities
and to provide access to Lake Michigan.

' Place drain tile under walking path

|
' Improve/update signage |
' Improve/update exit area (south side of park) |
' Repair/stain picnic tables |
|
|
|
|

X X| X X

>

\ Update lighting in barn replace to LED

“install Wi-Fi

' Rebuild stairs/access to beach- south structure
\ Review & update past site plans

X

X

' SE park area - renovate restroom building |
' SE park area - improve play area |
' SE Park Area - parking lot improvements |

\ SE Park Area - shade structure near playground
\ SE Park Area -improve entrance signhage

SE Park Area - concrete walk ways: through area
and connects to rest of park

' SE Park Area - dumpster enclosures |

NW Park Area -Picnic Area with accessible tables
& grills

] NW Park Area - selective trimming to open views
' NW Park Area - New beach Access stairs

NW Park Area -viewing deck with benches (1/2
way down stairs)

|
|
' NW Park Area -overlook deck |
|
|
|

' NW Park Area - benches/sitting areas
] NW Park Area -New ADA accessible restroom
] NW Park Area - parking lot improvements

X X| X X X | X| X X | X X | X X X XX

Allegan County Parks 2020-2024 Recreation Plan 80




NW Park Area -concrete walk ways: through area
and connect to rest of park

NW Park Area - bike racks
NW - Railing Along Bluff
NE Park Area -improve nature trails

SW Park Area - group picnic shelter with grilling
area

SW Park Area - 4 season vault toilet building
SW Park Area - foot wash/shower

SW Park Area -Screen fence & evergreen
plantings along property line

NE Park Area -additional parking & picnic areas
SW Park Area - modern restroom facility

SW/SE Park Area - additional Screen fence &
evergreen plantings along property line

SE park area- replaced north picnic shelter slab
and added accessible grilling area

SE Park Area - possibly replace north pavilion

SE Park Area - bike racks and/or additional
features for bikers

SE park area -reinstalling/continuing the
driveway from the new parking lot along the
south end of the park,

Beach area -flags/identifies property as a spot to
stop for water trail users

X | XX X | X|X| X | X X X X

P

The following recreational opportunities/activities have also been identified
as needs/wants for our county and we will work to determine how we can

contribute;:

* Multi Use, non-motorized trails/paths throughout the entire county

» Update current hiking trails within the State Game Area — the hiking trails

need to be cleaned up to promote use at Ely Lake Campground

* More kayak access sites along the Kalamazoo river Plainwell/Otsego Area

— the county does not have a day use park in this area
 ORVs/ Dirt Bikes — there is nowhere to ride off-road vehicles in the county
* Equestrian Trails -more volunteers are needed to help maintain the

equestrian trails.
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Appendix A
-Surveys

Municipalities
Recreation Plan - Municipalities
1) What is the name of your municipality?

2) How many parks/recreational lands (not trails) does your municipality
have?

0
1
2
3 or more

3) How many acres do these parks/recreational land (not trails) occupy?

4) How many trails (located within your park lands) does your municipality
have?

()0

()1

()2
()3
()4
()5
()6
()7
()8
()9
()10
()11
()12
() 13 or more
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5) What type of trails do you have located within your park(s)?
[ ] Multi Use Non- Motorized

[ ] Single Use Non - Motorized

[ ] Water Trails

[ ] Equestrian Trails

[ ] Mountain Bike Trails

[ ] Dirt Bike Trails
[ ] Other - Write In:

6) How many linear miles of trails do you have located within your park(s)?

7) How many trails (not located in your park lands) does your municipality
have?

or more

8) What type of trails do you have not located in your park lands?
[ ] Multi Use Non- Motorized

[ ] Single Use Non - Motorized

[ ] Water Trails
[
[
[
[

] Equestrian Trails

] Mountain Bike Trails
] Dirt Bike Trails
] Other - Write In:

9) How many linear miles of trails do you have not located in your park
lands?

10) How many park/recreation staff (full and part-time) does your
municipality employ (please do not count DPW staff, etc. that may maintain
the park lands/trails)?
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11) Does your municipality have a recreation plan?
() Yes
() No

12) Does your municipality have any plans within the next five years to
make any major improvements to your recreation system (land acquisition,
park development, or park improvement)?

() Yes

() No

13) If yes, what are those improvements?

14) What are the top three recreation-related issues your municipality/area
are facing?

Issue 1:
Issue 2:
Issue 3:

15) What types of recreational parks/activities are we lacking or missing in
Allegan County?

#1.

#2.

#3:

#4.

#5:

16) What is the Allegan County Parks & Recreation Department doing
well?

17) What could the Allegan County Parks & Recreation Department do to
improve?

Thank You!

Schools

Recreation Plan - Schools

1) Please select what School District you are completing this survey for.
() Allegan Public Schools

() Fennville Public Schools

() Hamilton Public Schools

() Hopkins Public Schools

() Martin Public Schools

() Otsego Public Schools
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() Plainwell Public Schools
() Saugatuck Public Schools

() South Haven Public Schools

() Wayland Public Schools
() Other:

2) If you choose Other, please let us know what School District you are

completing this survey for...

3) For each school in your district, please provide Allegan County Parks

with the following information:

Name of School
Address
Number of students

General description of indoor recreation facilities

General description of outdoor recreation facilities

Name of School

Address

Number of
Students

Facilities Info

School #1

School #2

School #3

School #4

School #5

School #6

School #7

School #8

4) Does the school district have plans within the next five years to make
any major improvements to the recreation system (land acquisition or

development)?
() Yes
() No
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5) If, Yes please explain improvements

6) What are the top three recreation-related issues your school system are
facing?
Issue 1:
Issue 2:
Issue 3:

Thank You!
Public
Parks and Recreation Survey

1) | was satisfied with the service provided*
() Strongly agree () Agree () Disagree () Strongly disagree

2) Staff was helpful and professional*
() Strongly agree () Agree () Disagree () Strongly disagree

3) l was able to receive the services | was looking for*
() Strongly agree () Agree () Disagree () Strongly disagree

4) Staff was knowledgeable in the service | was seeking and understood my
needs*
() Strongly agree () Agree () Disagree () Strongly disagree

5) What parks did you visit? (Check all that apply)
[ ] Bysterveld Park

[ ] Dumont Lake Park

[ ] Dumont Lake Watercraft Launch

[ ] Ely Lake Campground

[ ] Gun Lake Park

[ ] Littlejohn Lake Park

[ ] New Richmond Park

[ ] Silver Creek Equestrian Park and Campground
[ ] West Side Park

[ ] Equestrian Trails

6) Reason(s) for your visit: (Check all that apply)
[ ] Beach/Swimming
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[ ] Playground

[ ] Picnic Area/Pavilion

[ ] Fishing/Piers

[ ] Baseball Fields/Volleyball

[ ] Equestrian Trails

[ ] All Season Trails/Boardwalk

[ ] Boat Launch/Boating/Canoeing
[ ] Camping

[ ] Other - Write In:

7) What do you like most about Allegan county parks systems:
[ ] Accessibility

[ ] Fields

[ ] Location of facilities

[ ] Maintenance

[ ] Pathways/Trails

[ ] Playgrounds

[ ] Water access

[ ] Varity of recreational opportunities

[ ] Equestrian trails

[ ] Primitive camping

[ ] Other - Write In:

8) During your visit to an Allegan County Park this past year, did you
experience any problems?

[ ] Didn't visit parks

[ ] No Problems

[ ] Inadequate Parking

[ ] Vandalism

[ ] Cleanliness

[ ] Other - Write In:

9) Needs Improvement: For each of our parks you have visited, please
indicate those amenities/services that you believe needs improvement:
(Check all that apply)?

Dumont WDal:g(?rn;ft Gun Ely Lake Littlejohn New Silver West Equestrian
Lake Launch Lake Campground Lake Richmond Creek Side Trail

Bysterveld

Beach/
Swimming
Areas

Playgrounds

Picnic
Area/Pavilion

Fishing/Piers

Restrooms
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Ball Fields
/Courts

Access/
Accessibility
around Park

Equestrian
Trails

Trails/
Boardwalk

Multi -use
Trails

Bike Trails

Boat Launch
/ Boating/
Canoeing /
Kayaking

Camping —
Primitive

Camping -
Modern

Natural Areas

Cross
Country Skiing
Trails

Snowshoeing
Trails

Sledding
Areas

10) Missing: For each of our parks you have visited, please indicate those
amenities/services that you believe are missing: (Check all that apply)?

Bysterveld

Dumont
Lake

Dumont
Lake
Watercraft

Gun
Lake

Ely Lake
Campground

Littlejohn
Lake

New
Richmond

Silver
Creek

West
Side

Equestrian
Trail

Beach/
Swimming Areas

Playgrounds

Picnic Area/
Pavilion

Fishing/Piers

Restrooms

Ball Fields
/Courts

Access/
Accessibility
around Park

Equestrian
Trails
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Trails/Boardwal

Multi -use Trails

Bike Trails

Boat Launch/
Boating/
Canoeing/
Kayaking

Camping —
Primitive

Camping -
Modern

Natural Areas

Cross Country
Skiing Trails

Snowshoeing
Trails

Sledding Areas

11) Where do you live?

() Allegan County Resident
() Out of County Resident
() Out of State Resident

12) Where did you learn about our services?
() Website

() Social Media

() Brochure/Publication

() Friends/Family

() Signage

() Other Agency/Staff/Contractor

() Other::

13) What are we doing well? (Please be specific)
14) What can we do to improve? (Please be specific)
15) Additional Comments (ie. recognition of staff, service delivery, product

or changes needed)

Thank You!
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Municipalities

Appendix B
- Survey Results

Report for Recreation Plan - Municipalities

Response Counts

Completion Rate:

48% I
Compicte N 1

Totals:25

1. What is the name of your municipality?

ResponselD
b
8
10
14
15
19
20
24
25
28
29

30

Response

City of Grand Rapids
City of Fennville
Overisel

Dorr Township
Valley Township
Cheshire

Saugatuck Township
Lee Township
Laketown Township
saugatuck township
The city of the village of Douglas

City of Plainwell

2. How many parks/recreational lands (not trails) does your municipality have?
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17% 2

B% 5
33%3

Value Percent Responses
0 1 8.3% '
1 1 8.3% 1
2 [ 16.7% 2
3 . 33.3% 4
5 1 8% '
6 1 8.3% 1
7 | 16.7% 2

Totals:12

3. How many acres do these parks/recreational land (not trails) occupy?
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ResponselD Response

6 5

8 6.5

10 3

14 41

19 >2

20 60

24 Less than 1/2 acre combined. we call them parks but were told that they are not big

enoughto be real parks ?

25 320

28 70

29 not sure
30 38

4, How many trails (located within your park lands) does your municipality have?

17% 6

8% 4

50% 0
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Value Percent Responses

0 - 50.0% :
1 [ 16.7% 2
2 — 8.3 '
s [ 5% :
6 | I 16.7% 2

Totals:12

5.What type of trails do you have located within your park(s)?
80

o

Multi Use Mon-  Single Use Non ‘Waler Trails Equesiran Mountain Bike  Other - Write In
Motorized - Motorized Trails Trails

Percent
r-
o
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Value Percent Responses

Multi Use Non- Motorized [ B 80.0% 4
Single Use Non - Motorized o 60.0% 3
Water Trails B 20.0% 1
Equestrian Trails e 20.0% 1
Mountain Bike T rails 1 20.0% 1
Other - Write In B 40.0% 2
Other - Write In Count

Dog park trails 1

dog park trails 1

Totals 2

6. How many linear miles of trails do you have located within your park(s)?

ResponselD Response
10 5

20 4

25 5

28 6

30 .62

7.How many trails (not located in your park lands) does your municipality have?
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67% 0

Value Percent Responses
0 66.7% 8
2 16.7% 2
8 8.3% 1
10 8.3% 1

Totals:12

8. What type of trails do you have not located inyour park lands?
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80

60

40

Percent

20

Multi Use Mon- Motorized Single Use Mon - Motorzed Water Trails
Value Percent Responses
Multi Use Non- Motorized [ N 750% 3
Single Use Non - Motorized B 50.0% 2
Water Trails ) 250% 1
Other - Write In Count
Totals 0

9. How many linear miles of trails do you have not located inyour park lands?

ResponselD Response
20 10

25 11

28 15

29 4
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10. How many park/recreationstaff (full and part-time) does your municipality
employ (please do not count DPW staff, etc. that may maintain the park
lands/trails)?

ResponselD Response
14 1.5

24 1

25 1

28 Zero

11. Does your municipality have a recreation plan?

36% No

64% Yes

Value Percent Responses
Yes B 63.6% 7
No B 36.4% 4

Totals: 11
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12. Does your municipality have any plans within the next five years to make any
major improvements to your recreationsystem (land acquisition, park development,
or park improvement)?

Value Percent Responses
Yes I 72.7% 8
No [ 27.3% 3

Totals: 11

13. If yes, what are those improvements?
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ResponselD Response

8 Remove deteriorating play structure and install new play structure in Paradise Park.

14 Unknown, lam noton Parks Commission.

20 Add to Blue Star bike trail. Grant application for River Bluff park to improve tails and river
front

24 We have began our Townships Master plan this past year, our meetings are in the

beginning stages. Connecting trails outside of our area is a topic for discussion as well as
beautifying our parks. also looking at complete streets for the immediate local area to
help connect safe walkways from our elementary school to other beneficial areas for
students and all.

25 expanding our non-motorized path system.

28 Add to blue star bike trail.

29 splash pad, improve Wades Bayue, Walkablity down Wileyroad.
30 extended the Riverwalk north along the Kalamazoo River.

14. What are the top three recreation-related issues your municipality/area are
facing?

lssue 1
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ResponselD Response

29 finding and developing bigger parks

Issue 2

ResponselD Response

8 SpagE

14 Vandalism

20 need former

28 lack of local suppert for bike trails

'lssue 3
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ResponselD Response

14 Communications

19 Volunteers

25 dog park

28 Notenoughsports fields
30 Non-motorized Paths

15. What types of recreational parks/activities are we lacking or missing in Allegan
County?

#1
ResponselD Response
10 Bike path
14 Handicap facilities
19 walking trails
25 mare non-motorized
28 lake Michigan access
29 frisby golf
30 Bike routes

#2
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ResponselD
14
19
25
28
29

30

#3
ResponselD
19
28
29

30

#4
ResponselD

29

#5

ResponselD

Response

Trails

nature view areas

dog parks

Kalamazoo river boating trails
bike trails

non-motorized trails connecting cities

Response

camping areas

County supported land to acquire sports fields
hiking trails.

River access

Response

practice fields

Response

16. What is the Allegan County Parks & Recreation Department doing well?
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ResponselD Response

14 Park on 14th/142nd in Dorr always has good comments fro the residents.

25 lam not familiar enough to say.

28 Nice improve ments to Westside county park. Sadly the lake level rose and effected the
stairs.

29 this is a good start.

17. What could the Allegan County Parks & Recreation Department do to improve?

ResponselD Response

6 Looks great!

14 approve the River 2 River non-motorized trail from Kalamazoo to Grand Rapids.

25 lam not familiar enoug h to say. FYL. Our #'s above do notinclude the Saugatuck Dunes
State Park. Al

28 Have a representative meet with local governments to determine park needs.

29 help the citize ns what is available and where to find that information. ldon't know much

outside my city
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Schools

Report for Recreation Plan - Schools

Response Counts

Completion Rate: 50% I
compiete [ I
Partal I

Totals:2
1. Please select what School District you are completing this survey for,
100% Hopkins Public Schools
Value Percent Responses
Hopkins Public Schools [ 100.0% 1
Totals: 1
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2.If youchoose Other, please let us know what School District you are completing
this survey for...

ResponselD Response

3.Foreachschoolinyour district, please provide Allegan County Parks with the
following information: Name of School Address Number of students General
description of indoor recreation facilities General description of outdoor recreation
facilities

Name of Number of Facilities
School Address Students Info Responses

School
#1

Count
Row %

School
#2
Count
Row %

School
#3

Count
Row %

School
#4
Count
Row %

Totals 2
100.0%

4, Does the school district have plans within the next five years to make any major
improvements to the recreation system (land acquisition or development)?
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100% Yes

Value Percent Responses
Yes 100.0% 1
Totals: 1
5.1f, Yes please explainimprovements
ResponselD Response
7 The district needs to make improvements to the soccer field.

6.What are the top three recreation-related issues your school system are facing?

Issue 1
ResponselD Response
7 soccer field
Issue 2
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ResponselD

7

lssue 3

ResponselD

Response

no wrestling facility, expect shared gym

Response

track will need resurfaced
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General Public

Report for Parks and Recreation Feedback

Response Counts
Totals:121
1. | was satisfied with the service provided
2% Sirangly dieagras
6% Dinagres
34% Strongly ageme
5% Agren
Value Percent Responses
Strangly apree [ [— 24.2% 40
Aaree - 1% o8
Disagres | — 60% 7
Strongly disagree | 17% 2
Totals: 117

2.5taff was helpful and professional
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Value
Strongly agree
Agree
Disagree

Strongly disagree

3.1 was able to receive the services | was looking for

Value

Strong ly agree

Agree

Disagres

Strongly disagree

% Sirangly disagres
% Dinagres

32% Sirengly sgres

Percent

3L6%

59.0%

B.5%

0.9%

2% Sirongly agres

Percent

31.9%

59.5%

6.9%

L7%

4. 5taff was knowledgeable in the service | was seeking and understood my needs

Responses
37

69

10

1

Totals: 117

Responses
37

69

8

2

Totals: 116
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2% Sirongly dizagres

30% Sirongly agiee

Value Percent
Strongly agree [ 30.2%
Agree [ . 59.5%
Disagree [ l B.6%
Strongly disagree m L%

5. What parks did you visit? (Check all that apply)

5

50

Pemrent

25

Responses
35

&9

10

2

Totals: 116
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Value

Bysterveld Park

Dumont Lake Park

Dumont Lake Watercraft Launch
Ely Lake Campground

Gun Lake Park

Little john Lake Park

Mew Richmond Park

Silver Creek Equestrian Park and Campground

WestSide Park

Equestrian Tralls

Percent

42%
210%
14.3%
19.3%
218%

d4%
134%
62.0%
14.3%

40.3%

6. Reason(s) for your visit: (Check all that apply)
ED

Value

Be ach/Swimming

Playground

Picnic ArealPavilion
Fishing/Piars

Baseball Fields/Volleyball
Equestrian Trails

All Season Teails/Boardwalk
Boat Launch/Boating/Cance ing
Camping

Other - Write In

Parcent

Percent

26.1%

10.9%

20.2%

14.5%

0.8%

4.2%

30.3%

40.3%

50%

| B

fﬂfﬁfﬁ;{f s

Responses
s

25

17

23

26

&

146

75

17

Responses
31
13
2

17

a g w

o
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Other - Write In
73 yrold mother wanted to camp
Hking

Hiking

View of Lake Michigan and steps to the beach,

dog park
watching sunset

Totals

7. What do you like most about Allegan county parks systems:
BO

EH]i.Jll
[ f‘@,\"

L OLLIEr

Value
Accessibility

Fields

Location of faciites
Maintenance
Pathways/Tralls
Playgrounds
Waler access
Varity of recreatonal opporiunities
Eqque strian Wrails
Primitive camping

Other - Write In

%,

L4

W

&

Percent
37.9%
1.7%
353%
21.6%
30.2%
6.0%
414%
1L2%
57.8%
29.3%

26%

Count

Responses

&4
a1

25

35

13

&7
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Other - Write In

Iwish the bird, duck, ex. waste was keptup betier. The beach at Gun Lake is filled with bird waste.
wffice staff

wildlife

Totals

8. During your visit to an Allegan County Park this past year, did youexperience any problems?
EO

m I
@ =

Dent vist No Prodlems Inadiguate Vandalam CRarhness

pas Pasing
Value Percent
Didn't visit parks [ — 0.9%
Na Problems | 54.3%
Inadequate Parking I — 17.2%
Vandalism _ 34%
Clmanliness _ &9%
Other - Write In | ir— 29.3%
Other - Write In

ATVs on equestrian trails, Waould be nice 1f there were designated ATV trails separate from the equestrian tralls.

Boat ramp entrance is difficult

Difficulty pulfing inta/ backing into camping spot. too many rees

Gun lake boatramp usage is damaging to my boat

Health issues - plan on being badk this year!

Ifeelthe boat bunch needs o be completely redone. Badly needed.

Iwas there during a CMO and Iwas run off the trail. When | complained Iwas treated very rudely.
Lack of toilet paper and a picket post with severe crack

Loose running dogs, Picketareas for herses poorly maintained.

New Richmond park cance/Kayak people not paying bunch fee but taking all the parking spaces, And blodking the concrete boat ramp

o paved roads or parking.

Totals

Other- Wta In

Count
1
1
1
3
Responses
1
63
20
4
8
34
Count
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
i
1
1
34
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Other - Write In Count

Noise after 10 pm st ely lake 1
PEOPLE PARKING IN LAUNCH LANE 1
Peaple parking in ramg drive in the way to luch 1

Please stop advertising Westside Park as accessible to the beach if you cannot get your ramp constructed properly..very, very frustrating! | realize that the 1
lake rises, ete. but explain this on your website. Again, very, very frustrating!

50 many peoaple smoking and drinking on the park grounds |
Some sites (isted for harses do nothave adequate space. 1
Same trails not chearly marked. 1
Steps were closed off 1
Stranger in campsites taking to children 1

Thes Gun Lake boat launch s in need of repair, s very common to have your boat traier fall off the end of the ramp. The dock could use some upd abing as 1
well

‘Water not working T

We were harassed by a group of folks drunk/d d.Tryto get then attempt to steal and harass our site. We involved police as we were scared 1
for our safely.

compass riding group - mioma - were extreme ly discourteous on the trail We gotyeled atand they rode fast pastus even though we had a small child with 1
us. Trail Etiquette dictates that you pass ata walk. Whenever this group shows upat the park they are loud and disorderly.

dogs running loose 1
dumont park bathroom notopen we go carlier in the ye and later in the year thenwhen itis open 1
during special events 1
fire rings put in incompatible places, trees hat need to be cut down, 1

fisherman power launch their boals ore sting an uneven ramp to launch boats and railers. Kwould be beneficial if we could extend the conaret ramp further out 1
into the lake. This would solve the problem from my perspective

harse camp parking for day use needs to be expanded/upgraded. Bathrooms at Silver Creek need to be updated. 1
non horse people bothering horses 1
restrooms need updating atsiiver creek. also big problem at new rid d the bath are locked too late in the spring and locked oo soon in the fall 1

fishing goes late fall.

stay 100 short 1
two difficulties at two parks 1
Totals 34

9. Needs Improvement: For each of our parks you have visited, please indicate those amenities/services that you
believe needs improvement: (Check all that apply)?

Dumont
Dumont Watercraft Gun Ely Lake Littlejohn MNew Sllver West Equestrian
Bysterveld Lake Launch Lake Campground Lake Richmond Creek Side Trail
Beach/Swimming Areas
Checks o 5 1 i 5 2 a 1.3 1 1
Playgrounds
Chechs a 1 a 2 é a a a i
Picnic Area/Pavilion
Checks o 3 a 2 5 i a £l o 1
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Fiching/Piers
Chacks

Restrooms
Checks

Ball Fields /Courts
Checks

Aceess/Accessibility around Park
Chechs

Equestrian Trails
Checks

Traits/Baardwak
Checks

Multi-use Trails
Checks

Bike Trails
Chechs

Boat
Launch/Boating /C:
Chiichs

Camping -Primitive
Checks

Camping -Modem
Checks

Nalural Areas
Checks

Cross Country Skiing Trails
Chechs

Snowshoeing Trails
Checks

Sledding Areas
Chechs

more parking: <strong>Needs
Improvement: For each of our parks
you have visited, please indicate
those amenities/services thatyou
believe needs mprovement
{Chech all that apply)? </strong >
Checks

Law enfarcement patrols

- <strong >Needs Improvement For
each of our parks you have visted,
please indicate those

needs hmmmtﬂl\edullﬁul.
apply)?</strong>
Chechs

Day parking is very

fimited.: <strong >Needs
Improvement For each of our parks
youhave visited, please indicate
those amenites/services thatyou
believe needs mprovement
{Check all that apply)7</strong >
Chechs

Bysterveld

o

Dumont

Dumont Watercraft Gun Ely Lake

Lake Launch
a a
4 2
a9 a
2 o
a a
a o
0 a0
a a
1 3
a [
a 2
i a
a 2
a a
o o
a
Q o
o ]

Littlejohn  New Silver West Eguestrian
Lake Campground Lake Richmond Creek Side Trail
u i 0 0 [}
5 8 0 0 3
! a [} a
1 2 0 0 5
i ‘a 1 0 2
1] 2 1 o o
i 1 0 0 0
2 0 3 1 o 0
1 8 0 0 2 1
1 5 0 0 1 1
0 1 0 0 0 0
o [ 0 2 _'1:. °
1 o 0 0 1 o
a 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 u
0 0 0
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Dumont

Dumont Watercraft Gun Ely Lake Littlejohn New Silver West Eguestrian
Bysterveld Lake Launch Lake Campground Lake Richmond Creek Side Trail
More sand in picket areas. Bridle
tag fee foreach horse o rase much O 1] a 1] 4] 4] 1] a a

needed funds. Loose Dog.

cantrol: <strong > Needs
Improvement For sach of our parks
youhave visited, please indicate
those amenites/services thatyou
believe needs mprovement
{Check all that apply}?</strong >
Checks

Need trees removed from

campsites, for easier parking of ] ] (1] (1] 4] a [1] a a
harse trailers: <strong>Needs

Improvement: For each of our parks

youhave visited, please indicate

those amenites/services thatyou

believe needs mprovement

{(Chedk all that apply)?</srong >

Checha

Walter and electric hook

up: <strong>Needs Improvement: 0 1] ] a i} 0 ] 4] ]
Far each of our parks you have

visited. please indicate those

amenities/services that you believe

needs improvement (Check all that

apply)?</strong >

Chechs

equestrian day

parking: <strong >Needs L] ] a a 0 a ] 0 ]
Improvement For each of our parks

you have visited, please ndicite

those amenities/services thatyou

befieve needs mprovement

{Chedk all that apply)?</strong >

Checks

maore sand in picke tlines.dogs must

be kepton o o a a /] a a a a
leashes: <strong>Needs

Improvement: For each of our parks

you have visited, please indicate

those amenities/services that you

befieve needs mprovement

{Chech all that apply)? </strong >

Chechs

showers: <strong >Needs

Improvement For each of our parks 0 a a a o o a a a
you have visited, please indicats

those amenites/services thal you

believe needs mprovement:

{Check all that apply)? </strong >

Checks

waler pumps that work. clearing

sites for easier o 0 0 a o 0 a a a
access: <strong>Needs

Improvement For each of our parks

you have visited, please indicate

those amenites/services thatyou

believe needs mpravement

(Check all that apply}? </strong >

Chechs
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Dumont
Dumont Watercraft Gun Ely Lake Littlejohn  New Silver West Eguestrian
Bysterveld Lake Launch Lake Campground Lake Richmond Creek Side Trail

parking: <strong *Needs

Improvement For each of our parks 0 1] a 1] 4] 4] 1] ] ]
you have visited, please indicate

those amenites/services that you

believe needs mprovement

{Check all that apply)? </strong >

Checks

10. Missing: For each of our parks you have visited, please indicate those amenities/services that you believe are
missing: (Check all that apply)?

Dumont
Dumont Lake Gun Ely Lake Little]ohn New Silver West Eguestrian
Bysterveld Lake Watercraft Lake Campground Lake Richmond Creek Side trail
Beach/Swimming Areas
Checks 0 0 1
Playgrounds
Chechs a a a
Pienic Area/Pavilion
Checks 0 o o
Fishing/Piers
Chechs a a a
Restrooms
Chechks 0 0 2

Ball Fields fCourts
Chechs Q 0

Arcess/Acoessibility around Park

Chechs 0 1 1i
Eque strian Trails

Chechs 1 1 a
Trais/Boardwak

Checks o

Multi -use Trails

Chechs o 1 0
Bike Trails

Checks ] a9 9
Boat

Launch ing /Canaeing } ] a ]
Chechs

Camping ~Primitive

Chechs a a o
Camping -Modern

Chechs a a a
Matural Areas

Checks 0 1 0
Cross Country Skiing Trails

Checks o a o

Snawshoeing Tralls
Chechs ] Q9 ]
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Dumont
Dumont Lake Gun  Ely Lake Littlejohn  New Silver West Egquestrian
Bysterveld Lake Watercraft Lake Campground Lake Richmond Creek Side trail

Sanitary station:<strong > Missing:
Faor each of our parks you have 0 a a 1]
visited, please indicate those
ies/services thal beli
are: missing: (Check all that apply)?
</strang>
Chechs

quictareano generators.no dogs

«strong>Missing: For each of our o o o (1]
parks you have visited, please

indicate those amenities/services

thatyou be lieve are missing:

(Check all that apply)?</strong >

Chacks

Handicap Canoe kayak launch:

<strong > Missing: For each of our 1] 1] o o
parks you have visited, please

ndicate those amenities/services

thatyou befieve are missing:

{Check all that apply}? </strong >

Chercks

Single vehicle parking (no boat
trailerk<stromg>Missing: Foreach 0 o ] 1]
of our parks you have visited,
please indicate thase
esfservices that [
are missing: (Check all that apply]?
</strong>
Chachs

Electric at campsites:

<strong>Missing: For each of our 1] o o L)
parks you have visited, please

indicate those amenities/services

thatyou befieve are missing:

(Check all that apply)? </strong >

Chechs

Electric sites insame/all of the
harsemen's camp:<strong>Missing: 0 L] 1] o
For each of pur parks you have
visited, please indicate those
: wes that you beli
are missing: (Check all that apply)?
</strang>
Chechs

Manure dump sites {instead of

throwing inwoods): o a9 a ]
<strong>Missing: For each of our

parks you have visited, please

indicate those amenilies/services

thatyou believe are missing:

{Che dk all that apply)? </strong >

Chitchs

Parking Areas:<strong > Missing: For

eachof our parks you have visited, 0 a o 0
please indicate those

amenities/services that you believe

are missing: {Check all that apply)?

<fstrong>

Chechks
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Quiet primitive camping area for
equestrian /no
generators radios motoroycles,
ATV or barking dogs:
=strong>Missing: For each of our
parks you have visited, please
indicate those amenities/services
thatyou believe are missing:
{Check all that apply)? </skong >
Checks

Running water wou'd be handy:
<strong > Missing: For each of our
parks you have visited, please
ndicate those amenities/services
thatyou be fieve are missing:
{Check all that apply)?</strong >
Chechs

electric & more water:
«strong > Missing: For each of our
parks you have visited, ploase
indicate those amenities/services
thatyou be fieve are missing:

(Chedhk all that apply)?</stong >
Checks

11. Where do you live?

Value
APegan County Resident
Outof County Resident

Dutof State Resident

Dumont
Dumont Lake Gun  Ely Lake

Littlejohn MNew
Richmond Creek Side trail

Bysterveld Lake Watercraft Lake Campground Lake

1] 1] 1] 1] 4]

o 0 0 1] a

o o o o a
2% Dud of Slale Hesiderd

45% O of County Residend

12. Where did you learn about our services?

S0% Allegan County Hesident

Percent
50.0%
48.2%

1E%

Silver West Equestrian

Responses
57

55

2

Totals:114
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Value

Website

Social Media

Brochure /Publication
Friends/Family

Signage

Other Agency/Stall/Contracior

Other:

15% Other:

5% Diher Agency/Slall Conlractar .

1% Webdils

" 6% Friend Family

1% Social Medi

2% Brochure Publication

Percent
16.4%
0.9%
1.8%
5bA%
55%
4.5%

14.5%

Responses
18

1

5
16

Totals: 110
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Other: Count

30 year user 1
Although | live in Barry county, | only live about an L/8th mike away from the county park at Gun Lake. 3
Abways known 1
Attended endurance rides there. 1
Camped with horses here all my life! 1
From our chiropractor who used to live in Allegan County. :
Have been going 1o siver oreek for 50 years, Have been & ely lake when it was known as the fennville canp ground 1
Have been riding tralis over 35 years T
Iwas riding and camping out at Silver Creek way before we had campsites and had to pay. 1
Ufe long resident 1
Lve near by 1
Uved near 1
We have been coming to Silver Craek for years, Always ides a peaceful kend g y. As always. more trails would be nice butunderstand the 1
constraints from DNR,

What service! 1
been camping there over 15 years 1
Fve 15 minutes away from siver creek, L §
Totals 16

13. What are we doing well? (Please be specific)
Count Response

1 Allowing allegan county pleasure riders the opportunity to maintain‘upgrade the fan traik B |

1 Bathronms are kept up

1 Boat launches r fantastic at dumont and gun lake, cean faciiities ot dumont and gun lake.

1 Bysterveld Park is really awesome, from the playground, the trails. o the geocashing there.

1 Camp siles are nice atsilver, nice tralls

1 Cleanliness of Campsites and trails

1 Cutting grass

i Equestrian trails are awesome and | love camping with my horses. Keeping the picket line areas filled in i nice. The addition of the Pavilion atSC is nice too.
1 Ei fan trails are we ll d.Wsa i fe seiting to ride,

1 Every thing seems greal play ground, pavilion, swimming area, boat lunch, rest rooms, garbage cans.

1 Exealent job keeping/maintaining silver creek as primitive rustic we ll shaded natura| campground |

1 Generally the beaches are clean

1 Greal staff to work with. Silver Creek Park s wellkepl

1 Gun Lake park is used a lotand for the part in good condit d well maintained. Atleast2-3 times a year a bass dub takes over the l:m'mparl_(llslnl

Notsure if there is @ fix for that. As mentoned earfier the boatramp and dodk needs to be updated,

i Horse trails are maintained well, Campsites are clean,
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Count Response

1 labsoutely love the E fan tralls atSilver Creek, The outhouses getreally stinky o ot and 1 would love if we had electricity to plug inlo for heatin my
matar hame when it ge ts cold. Iwoud probably camp more i it was available. | have visited Ely lake a few times but the day parking for horses s terrible, No
shade atall and the people there are very un‘riendly to harse people, The rafl alo fs netgreat. ijustended and you had te turn around and ride back, Lttle
John doesn't seem to have any horse trails, | wish itdid. it s pretty close to my house.,

1 Ilike the seasanal boat lbunch pass ot gun lake. Ris a huge value and very easy o use.

1 I lowe the primitive camping In the back loop of Silver Creek. Provides us nice wee kend getaways.

1 I love the trais

1 | think Bysterveld Park is fairly wellmaintained and the paviion and playground are very nice. The trails are beautiful, but some of the paths need sttention as
they descend into mud and are unpassable after rain,

1: I think you're doing things great. Restrooms are normally pretty cean | do e the add it lighting in the outt atSilver Creek

i luse eque strian trails and Siver Cre ek camping the mast Trails are marked pretty good, Asking forusers input Is good.

1 Itis unusual for any county to have as nice a park as Siver Creek. You are making an effortto make improve ments.,

it Keeping horsetalls ope n and improving

1 Keeping park clean Keeping restrooms ciean

1 Keeping park clean and maintained.

i HKeeping the campsites clean and the picket areas up with sand etc

1 Keeping up camp sights and trajls

1 Like that electric and water is being explored. |don't think walsr is necessary at Siver Creek. Would rather see all sites with eleciric,

1 Love equestrian friendly

1 Love the equestrian trafls

1 Love the equestrian tralls. They are well marked & well maintained,

1 Mamntaining and providing a natural fence for primitive camping in this lovely small rural equestrian campground called Siver Creek.

1 Maintaining the staging and boat launch areas. Automated entrance equipment is in good working order,

1 Mamntenance/ hausekeeping

1 Many parks, many locations, several activities, good variety

1 Niee park/pionic facilites

1 No tost at parks!!! Variety of activities

1 Park is ciean and trash cans have always been emptied.

1 Park is well maintained. Restrooms are always cean Good job!

1 Parks & Rec office staff and park rangers are friendly, professional and helpful in i tons and helping with equestrian campsite

reservations and annual passes,

1 Parks are well groomed

1 Parks have shown improvement and are good to visit

5 Primarily go to silver creek: park is clean trails are groomed, staff are very helpfull'! ust need openings into campsites widened. Would be easier to get
harse rigs in and cul Thank you

1 Providing a nice place for equestrians o go riding.

1 Providing equestrian trails.

1 Providing horse trails,

1} Reaching out for our input is & greatstep. You definitely need to have horse people involved.ones that use the park for camping and riding when taking about
improvements.
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Count Response

1 Silver Creek is o premier equestrian facility, My group has camped there for ye ars and primarily on the same sites. The trails are a fantastic variety of Errain,,
The scenery is fient. The ftes are well maintaine d and offer a variety depending on the size of your rigs and your group, you can always find a site
of a gourp of sites together that wil accomodate you thas been thres years since we wers last there dus b some health lssuss.

1 Silver creek is a beautiful park, clean and well cared for.

1 Silver creek is abways maintained!

1 Staff ad APD and Silver Creek are wonderful! Restrooms are clean and so are campsites. Great job!

1 Thank you for the noticeable imp that already been made at $liver Creek, With the wide ning of the main drive and tree remaoval,
1 The campground for equestrians and the trails are be ing hand led we il

: The information on the web was currentand the response was time by, | ke the gate pass for Gun Lake. Itis an innovative solution,

1 The new Richmond launch is a wonderful site,

1 The ans were a huge imp We do CMO's at both Ely and Siver Creek All the riders love these parks for horseback riding!

1 The signage for eque strian rails is much appreciated, The mainenance of all but the trail throug h the clear cutis good and much appreciated.

1 The trails continue to be great

1 Tral's are ok. Lots of downed trees and not a fan of the “cear cut” that wenton a few years age. it was not cleared up nicely,

1 Vault toffets are generally keptvery dean. Park staff is always friendly.

1 ‘We only use Gun Lake boat lauch. For several years now, ithas been getting worse.

1 We really enjoy West Side County Park! It's maintained wel and enjoy the view of Lake Michigan and the steps to the beach. We currently five in Holland but

fived in the city of Alegan & years a while ago.

1 While renewing our Allegan County Parks Pass you are very friendly and professional. Thank you for hat! You make the process very easy.
1 You do a great job of manag ing the harse trails and ftes. Love the availability of water and
1 Your staff

1 clean park, good Pavilion and restrooms

1 clean, nice grass

1 cleaning park & trash remaval

ik communication

1 communication is great

1 good restrooms atnew Richmond shauld be open for longer season

1 maintaining tralls.

it nice picnic areas

i outhouses are greal! Love the picket line poles!

1 price

1 providing equestrian trails and camping marking the trais for emergency personal

1 quist

1 trails

1 el maintained. friendly staff... Large campsites. Nice Equestrian frails.

14. What can we do to improve? (Please be specific)
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Count Response
1 Price increase this year of almost 55% i extremely high.

1 |iike primitive camping (well, in my horse trailer) and would hate t see 3 lotof “modemization”, Idon't need many extras ke water or electric, but some
woud lke it | don't ke list2ning (o generators all wight fd rather he ar the Whip-poor-wills and hootie owls. Better bathrooms yes, but please don't remove 3
bunch of trees just to widen the road and putin those awful “new fire rings”™. | ke the pits we can see into and where you can receive the benefits of the fire.

1 - Desgnated manure dump sites - pump the outh more freq - Clear compsite s of stumps, small bees, widen more of them them to make =asier
access for backing in or pull through. - More Iriple pole pichet lines. - fix the waler pumps so all wark

1 1. Electric & water inpavifions 2. move parking- paved

1 1. banks by boatramp 2. need more pionic tables 3. add flush tollets 4. fish deaning staton

1 1. longer stays 2. showers 3. electricity

1 Lbetter beach -more sand 2. more parking

1 Access o water - make sure they work, hauling gallons of waler across the park at silver for horses & nob fun

1 Add additional day area parking. Most times | visit the parking area is full or almast full and peaple have to park in the camping area.

1 Add electric

1 Add sanitary station. also, maybe better watering system up front by the siver Creek pavillion

i Add salar well lo equestrian camps inwell drained area so riders can clean sweat off horse s more easily with a hose and flowing waler.

1 Already made my comments.

1 Although a little better, Ely Lake needs a bitmore patrol Seems homeless move in

1 Hein d more, If was having a problem itwould be nice if someone was there to help,

1 Beter restroom fadiites.

1 Boat launch needs 1o be re-done. The concrete slabs have shifted.

1 Boat launch parking separated from single vehicle parking at New Richmond. Gate at New Richmond boat launch { ke at gun lake |

1 Cleean and moderm restrooms

1 Continue 1o maintain dock and launch ramps.

1 Day Parking for horse tralers can be tght on busy days

it Electric @ campsite, more waler acoess

1 Enforce NO PARKING in launch lane.

1 First, respand o your email. | wiete in offering to hefp with putting a dog park in Bysterveld. | received no 2) Postpl d wiith
schedules. 3) Help people to understand how to get involved with improvements.

1 Gun lake boat ramp

1 Gun lake needs curb remaved by boat launch . when boats are being launched in first spot they block second spot it Make a jam when busy

1 lam happy so canthelp uon this one.

1 I believe hatimprovements can and should be made o sliver ereek butl akso disagree with the new price point Siver creek s almost empty most weekends
{unless there is an event). Idon't think the new price point will help. | also think that the new “anticpated price paint” for the upgraded sitver creek & oo
expensive. We do a lol of horse camping and places that d that price point have far more it than siver ereek has d. Canaaing,
lake, beach, kayaking, camp store, etc eic. fm really torn because 1don't mind silver creek the way itis. Hthink & new restroom is needed instead of the: huts.
Alsp, the ites could be i 1 to allaw for drivethru and/or more space. ially for the big rigs. C: ites must be made bigger ¥ you wantto

command the “anticipated price point.

1 I cannot think of anything that needs improvement.
1 I do wish there were more drive thru camp sites,
1 Iwould like to see a handicap Kayak canoe launch at the New Richmond site. it would work hand in hand with the recent addition of the same at Wades Bayou

to which many paddle to from New Richmaond,
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1 Iwaukd ke o see electric sites added as well as water { Not pumped) 1o allow us to refill our water tanks at the park. Iwould [ike to see security camera
maounted atthe camp entrances for & record of who enters

1 Iwauld like 1o see more waler stations for the horses snd maybe a few more restrooms

1 Td fke to see clear trail signs and maybe a map avaiable, To printor there ata trail head,

1 rm happy

it Emight be nicer to remove some of the trees to make ileasier o get the larger railers parked in there.,

1 twould be nice i the park was oking and #itwas p i better to enforce no alcohoiic beverages,

1 It would be nice to have the beach kept dean of bird poo. Also. itwould be nice to have the parking lotkept plowed in the winter time.

1 Make more pull thru campsites for big rigs athorse camps.,

1 Modemize bath ized connectons L ites, host and publicize most events and programs

1 Monitar camp ground on weekends

i Mare day parking atsilver creek- often itIs over full. Another cree kfwaler area. Add grave o road from day parking to rear camping area.
1 More day parking for horses/trallers.

1 Mare equestrian tralls, easier to back into sites, wider road. Larger day parking area for horse trailers: fm notreal impressed when Isee all those non horse

campers aking up all the good sites and no one is oven at the site justa trailer. You need separate areas for horse people and non horse people.

1 Maore parking area for day use

1 Need water available in front picnic area atsilver creek. Reservations for benefit ride were changed this year to an earlier time without notice. Amost didn't
gelasieln

1 Na improvements needed

1 On busy weekends it is aggravating to want to camp with our horses and {especially) the sites where we can park are trailer are taken up by nan-horse

campers. | know reservations are an option but we don't always plan that far ahead Le. weather: family circumstance s.
1 Parking for Pine Point Equestrian trails

1 Fit electriconc better day use parking with spots indicated. Modem fsh Strongly di
homeless long term campsite use.

1 Please, please do nat advertise beach accessbility st Westside if your ramp does notextend that far! | realize thatyou have ditficultie s with lake rising, ete.,
but e ither get the ramp done right or stop advertising accessibility. This s nat fair to those who cannot do stairs. | spoke with parks director some time ago and
came away with the impression that the re was nathing to be dons, There s, with proper eng neering of the ramps and ongolng mainknance. This s ane thing
that drew me to this park..but so very frustrating!

1 Provide modem camping at equestrian parks.

1 Provide more sand for picketareas Educate dog owners,loose dogs,barking dogs are outof contro| at Silver Creek ! Charge per horse 1o camp and use the
trails. BRIDLE TAGS PLEASE ! The funds are needed !

i1 Pravide mare sand for picketli Enforce dog leash rule. Provide quiet area for primitive campers to enjoy peace and quiet instead of generators, music
and barking dags .

i Remaove some trees at the entrance to each of the campsites to make backing in easier.

1 Seequestion 13

1 Shower house at campg rounds

1 Shawers and running water faucels would be handy to fill water buckets,

1 Silver Creek needs more bathrooms - my trajler does not have a bathroom. and the ones al the campg round are very far aparl. They also need tree

maintenance to geta horse traller on some of the campsites. Cutdown some of the trees for easier manuvarabllity. Also would ke campsites where youcan
have mare than one horse traller, lcamp alone, and meetup with other friends who camp alane. Maybe imit by number of people or number of harses and
nat number of trallers.

1 Silver Creek needs to have camping sites improved and trees taken out to make iteasier for rigs & park! Electric sites would be great!

1 Some electric sites atsliver creek would be great! Bigger day parking area, it is always full on busy weekends. Bigger parking area in the campsites for big
trailers {at siver oreek), another bathroomswater pump would be greatis.c)
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1 Some of the parks are not handicapped friendly.. Boat launches and trails are not e asity accessible fusable for disabled individuals. Bathrooms need to be
better attended to. Perhaps electricdryers?

L Some thing 10 keep vandalem down,

1 Take outa couple of the older rees that are beginning to decay in the Silver Creek day ride area and provide a diagram for parking so individuals geta

better grasp onhow t park the i rigs.

1 The equestrian trail trough the newest dear-cut area at Silver Creek is very dangerous. The trail is very narrow and vegetation obscures each side of the
trail making it hard to see the slash that is dangerous. It is also poarly marked in that section.

1 The anly thing Ican think of is sometimes when backing in a campsite, there are some old very large e es that can be too tight for backing a good size rig or
law hanging limbs that scrape the roof. So maybe make some sites a bitbigger...

1: There & still a few trees that could be removed inorder to access sites with a larger rig. Ultimate iy electric at the sites would make Siver Creek a true
destination

1 This year site 72 has a severely cracked picket post that we felt a need 1o reinforce it with rachet straps to avoid it splitting inhalf at the top should & horse pull

hard en it akso same postis kose in the ground. Another issue was that by sarday evening on a holiday weekend, there was no it paper in the restroom
located aoross from site 72, There was no refill on Surday moming until sometime after 8:00am. |have been camping at Silver Creek over 15 years and have
nevernen into na paper in the toilel My group quitgoing 1o Yankeee Springs for thal very reason. We started camping al Silver Creek before you started 1o
charge for camping. We filled out surveys back then about the park, No one had quaims about paying but nning out of tailet paper on the second day of a
haliday weekend is inexcusable. And 1did notice that there were many campsites still open. Could it be thatyou have had to make budget cuts and this is the
end resuit? People quit coming because itis extr

1 Trim the trees in siver creek for easier aceess into the camp sites and day parking

1 We come fairly early on Saturday marnings to ski and tube. Parking becomes a problem later in the day. We would also love to see "no dogs allowed.” The
dog that barks all day at semeone else’s dog is very annoying.

1 Website for parks could be better, Pichure s of campsites would be helpful

1 When driving in or out with truck and traller the park road is very narrow. Often 2 small car is coming toward us and they do not mave over. Moving over
something that is 30+ feet long is more difficult than some thing 10 feet or less, Rwould be nige to have signs saying something Ike gars yied to trucks with
traflers, Inforce NO GUNS in park. May have only | 1 one time but was inside the park and shot a squirrel. |hear the shats but did notsee it

Anather rider told me the manwas bragging about itand this happened seconds before the rider past the area,
1 Widen campsite egress/ingress

1) Would LOVE a clean we ilfwate r station for filing water tznks with clean water using a hose. The pump style currently 2t Silver Creck either don't wark, shut
down due to [ssues or just simply nat enough for all campsites, nor easy to use, Most fulks wou'd prefer o drive to a common spotfor filling water
tanks/buckets with clean water, acoessible with 2 hose. This is seen in other horse parks throughout the state. A manure station would keep campsites cleaner
versus trowing out n the woods right behind picket lines. Jist provide a few Ibarrows and a dump area. This is seen atother horse parks
throughout the state. Also, would love to see some sites that offer eleciric. A lotof horse traflers these days have eledric hookup and thing s would be much
quicter inthe park without nalsy generators. Jist charge mare for the sites with electric to offset the cost, The campers are wiling o pay for the lukury of
electric This would set Siiver Creek above the rest. This would

1 inform patrons of the emergency system that s mplace,

ot Sitter pick up, bathroom floors

1 maybe mare parking in day use are for the horse trailers

1 mare parking. more signs & ook gate

1 parking

1 put the kind of that rrew Richmand has atsiiver creek. also would (ke electric hook ups at silver creek,
1 showers & electric

1 wrter at Bysterved (water/drinking Fountain)

15. Additional Comments (ie.recognition of staff, service delivery, product or changes needed)
Count Response
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1 After the harassing drifters were there last year {drug/alcohol induced i L  my family and thad an uneasy feeling. We are a bit worried about going
back. We also noticed a large van parked in a horse trailer campsite that had a person peering out at passers by, for days without ever coming out Can a
welfare check be made 1o ensure sveryone & safe inside? Several folks were worrded perhaps someons was inside against the ir will i was very scary, Not
sure if the park is being used by folks making poor life choices, evading the law, or who are looking to pick off other compers/campsites. Can more security be
an option?

i Changes are needed to assure iblity which is ad vertised. So very f d on this count. Please, please do not advertise beach accessibility at
Westside i your ramp does not extend that far! | realize that you have difficuities with lake rising, etc, but either get the ramp done right or stop advertising
accessibility. This s not fair to those wha cannot do stairs. | spoke with parks direcior some time ago and came away with the impression that there was
nathing to be done, There is, with proper engineering of the ramps and ongoing maintenance, This is one thing that drew me to this park.. butso very

frustrating!

1 Dollars may be the limiting factor, but full restrooms ot the Dumont Lake watercraft launch would be great Properties that Thave visited are safe, clean and
provide great opportunities to get outand L our state’s E

1 Gary Taylor does a greet job cleaning at New Richmaond . And we love the Sturgeon trailer. Tralt and parks people take up all the boat launch parking . we
need a separate parking lot for these fellow patrons.

L Have always thoug ht staff was helpful and pleasant.

1 I belonged to Walking Horse assaciation and we donated money for specific things to be dane that wers neverdone. We always wonder what happened to
that money.

1 rm not sure if you have different staff or park rangers every year or different days but sometimes they're very pleasantand others theyre kind of not

1 If they harvest tree's ag ain in Silver Creek, |hope whoever does it cleans up better after themselves after they are done.

1 In farout locations ne ar roadways, add vault loilets for riders to use,

1 It would be nice to get a respanse from you an this. At this time | am not sure # 1 will be back to Silver Creek, but 1guess for sure |will begin to pack toflet paper

in with my camping gear. Sad! Roberts Dunn 1005 5. 31st Street South Bend, IN 46615 574-232-8524/574-250 -39 76 DunnRoberta@aoloom

1 Leave as is - Don'twreck our parks by tearing down trees and making it like 2 small city. You will lose many of us who use the park. We go there for peace and
quietand to enjoy the woods.

1 Love the free acoess 1o beach at Dumant Lake

i Love the primitive camping at $ilver Creek, Pizase don't modemize, Opt for more modem horse camping at other facilities.

i Maybe a genuine county truck could grade the read in Siver Creek a couple mes 3 year? Otherwise, staff s doing the best they can with what they have ©
work with.

1 Miss Chris at Siver Creek

1 None- lappreciate the access ko the equestrian trafis! Thank you!

1 Mot fond of the campers and horse campers be ing inter changeable. At times a small tent camper is campling in the largest horse camp site keaving nothing
large =nough for truck and trailer. I this is the policy th h thase c. that were bished for tent camping should be enlarged and horse

camping should be accessible to those sites.

1 Our encounter with the atis ndant was very we leaming.

1 Parks are clean but getting too cowded

1 Reservations are efficiently done!

1 Fhanda Far deserves specal g nition for her friendly and helpful atftude!

1 Ronda iz amazing

1 Staff at Siver Creek and Parks Depariment are wonde rul. Thank you for 2l you do!

1 Staff at Siver Creek are wonde riul/office staff atAllegan county are wonderful

1 Staff has been friendly

i Thank you for all you do. I know the Benefit Ridde is coming up at 5C and the park has always looked amazing for this event Great job everyone!
1 The bathrooms are sooo much cleaner than they have been in the past. Keep up the good work, We notice!

1 The day horse parking area at Siver Creek nesd o be expanded, There s natreom far ¥ many L nd it difficult to Could the trails

be expanded at Ely Lake? Thanks so much for all you do for equestrian use.
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1 The park ranger at Siver Creek i Ll & Iy propls know when she is not thers and allow the’r dogs to nen wild or bark
conti with no onsit fion for park users, Much, needed money can be raised by charging per horse BG: 1 season pass per person/per horse =
52500 vs & prople/ 6 horses season pass = § 2500 . The parks could be collecting 5 150.00 inste=ad ! BRIDLE TAGS would also allow the parks to collect
maney from peaple that ride thei harses into the park and use the trails so they can avoid buying a season pass, These people park their vehicies/ tralers
elsewhere or ride from home into the park ko use the tralls withaut paying, Sand for picket areas!

ot The person handling the Gun Lake launch passes does a great ob.

1 The rangers are very g ood, the parks are well maintained, the staff at the parks office are very helpful and are alvays quick to respond. Dog s running loose
must be addressed !

1 The road in to and parking need to be paved at Bysterve ld. b there any plan for this? If so, when? Where do you need community help? There's no indication
of this an your web site. Adding that would be very he lpful. Maybe we could start 2 *Friends of the Parks™ group.

1 The staff has abways be en good! Would be nice to see them out there more though,

1 Today 511-17 we were atthe park around noon and were ised at the beach ion, we t hatt 1. steps washed away, etc. Two

Allegan County employees, & man and a young lady, were there and explained the reason behind the erosion and we shoched! We really appreciated that
they answered aur que stions and pointed aut how far out the beach used to be! West Side County Park will continue to be our favarits park!

1 Very friendly staff

i We enjoy camping here every year.

1 all s great for me!!

1 do notunderstand why we can'tuse the old trails be cause of erosion, but they can come inand clear-cutthe forest and leave skid steer roads and ruts all over
the place,

1 parks ook good

1 staff has been friendly and he ipful. oilets have toilet paper

Appendix B- Survey Results



Appendix C
-Notice(s) of Public Workshop

PUBLIC WORKSHOP NOTICE

ALLEGAN COUNTY PARKS will be conducting a public workshop during the
Parks Advisory Board Meeting to help develop our
FIVE-YEAR RECREATION PLAN

The purpose of the workshop is to solicit public input on goals, objectives, and
action items to take place in Allegan County Parks and Recreation over the next
five years.

Allegan County Human Services Building
Zimmerman Training Room
3255 122" Avenue, Allegan, MI, 49010
April 2, 2019 @ 8:30am

Brandy Gildea, Parks Coordinator
Allegan County Parks, Recreation & Tourism
Phone: 269-686-9088
E-mail: parks@allegancounty.org
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

State of Michigan
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Appendix D
-Public Workshop Press Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - February 25, 2019

Contact:

Brandy Gildea

Parks Coordinator
269-673-0378
baildea@allegancounty.org

Public Workshop Announcement
To Develop Allegan County’s
5-Year Recreation Plan

(ALLEGAN, Mich) - The Allegan County Parks Commission would like to
announce that on April 2, 2019 during the Parks Advisory Board Meeting
they will be conducting a public workshop to help develop the goals and
objectives for the 5-year recreation plan for Allegan County. Anyone that
has an interest in helping to plan the future of the Allegan County parks and
recreation system is encouraged to attend. The meeting starts at 8:30am
and will be held in the Zimmerman Room, located in the Human Services
Building at 3255 122" Avenue, Allegan, MI.

This 5-year comprehensive master plan is required by the State of Michigan
to be eligible for state grant funds, the primary source of which is the
Department of Natural Resources Trust Fund. The current Allegan County
Parks master plan is set to expire December 31, 2019.

Questions about the workshop should be directed to the Allegan County
Parks and Tourism Office at (269) 686-9088 or by e-mail at
parks@allegancounty.org. Further information regarding Allegan County
Parks, including the current 5-year recreation plan, can be found on the Web
at www.allegancounty.org/parks.

-end-



Appendix E

-Public Workshop/Parks Advisory

Board Meeting Agenda

Allegan County Parks, Recreation, & Tourism
3255 1227 Avenue, Suite 103

Allegan, Ml 49010
Phone: (269) 686-9088 + Fax: (269) 673-0454
Parks Web: www.allegancounty.org/Parks ﬁ,’,

6.

Tourism Web: www.visitallegancounty.com wﬁ-"‘—“—-"
E-mail: parks@allegancounty.org
April 2, 2019

Human Services Building
Zimmerman Room
8:30am

ALLEGAN COUNTY PARKS ADVISORY BOARD AGENDA

. Call to Order

Roll Call

Additions/Deletions To Agenda
Approval of Minutes —February 5, 2019
Financial Statements

Public Participation

Informational/Discussion ltems

7.
8.

9.

Recreation Plan - Public Input Session
Recreation Plan - Discussion

Park Updates

10. Upcoming Meetings

A. Next Meeting on Tuesday, June 4, 2019 @ 8.30 am in the Spartan Room

11. Round Table Discussion

12. Adjoumment



Appendix F
-Public Workshop/Parks Advisory
Board Meeting Minutes

Allegan County Parks, Recreation, & Tourism
3255 122" Avenue, Suite 103
Allegan, MI 49010
Phone: (269) 686-9088 + Fax: (269) 673-0454
Parks Web: www.allegancounty.org/Parks
Tourism Web: www.visitallegancounty.com
E-mail: parks@allegancounty.org

April 2, 2019
Human Services Building
Zimmerman Room
8:30am
ALLEGAN COUNTY PARKS ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES
1. Call to Order

Meeting was called to order by Chairman Brandon at 8:30am

2. Roll Call
PRESENT: Larry Rasmussen Lenore Sartini
Bruce Brandon Maryln Langeance
Gale Dugan Mark DeYoung

Shawn Caulder
ABSENT: John Clark Dean Kapenga

Also Present: Brandy Gildea, Parks Manager
Ronda Foreman, Parks Administrative Assistant
Steve Walma, Allegan Resident
Vicki Walma, Allegan Resident

3. Additions/Deletions To Agenda
None
4. Approval of Minutes — February 5, 2019

A motion was made by Langeance, seconded by Rasmussen to approve the February 5, 2019 minutes
as presented. The motion carried.

5. Financial Statements

First, Gildea introduced new Parks Advisory Board member, Shawn Caulder, who is a resident of Allegan
and ready to be involved in the community. Introductions went around the table as everyone welcomed
Shawn to the Board.

In the agenda packet are the first quarter expenditure and revenue reports. Gildea reports so far just
routine purchases and nothing major. The project team has been working on projects; the Dumont Lake
Park bridge is being repaired at a cost of $5500 and will be paid from the Verizon funds. Also at Dumont
Lake Park, a vandalized door had to be repaired at a cost of $1500. Revenues have been coming in for
reservations and season passes.



On agenda packet page 22 and displayed on the white board are the first quarter comparisons. CGurrently
the Dumont Lake Park pavilion only has a few reservations. Silver Greek Campground is down but will
eventually balance out due to users having the ability to reserve a year in advance with the new
reservation system. West Side and Bysterveld Parks pavilion, along with season passes, are all down.
Ely Lake Campground and Littlejohn Lake Pavilion reservations are doing well.

A motion was made by Rasmussen, seconded by Sartini to approve the financial reporis as presented.
The motion carried.

6. Public Participation

No comment at this time
Informational/Discussion ltems
7. Recreation Plan - Public Input Session

A motion was made by Langeance, seconded by Sartini to open the public input session for comment on
the 2020-2024 Parks Recreation Plan. The motion carried.

With no input from the public, a motion was made by DeYoung, seconded by Sartini to close the public
input session for the 2020-2024 Parks Recreation Plan. The motion carried.

8. Recreation Plan - Discussion

Gildea compiled all the input collected from last year's Park Advisory Board meetings, public input
sessions and surveys into a PowerPoint, and projected it onto the white board; she would like to go
through the presentation with the group first then will have discussion. Included in the PP is an overview
of the parks and recreation department, a timeline to complete the 2020-2024 recreation plan, the goals,
objectives and actions from the 2015-2019 recreation plan, and the draft goals, objectives and actions
for the 2020-2024 recreation plan. Also included in the agenda packet are the results received from the
surveys asking for user input.

Next Gildea would like to go back through each set of draft goals and objectives for the 2020-2024
recreation plan for any additional input, amendments noted below:

Goal 1: e. add LED lighting

Goal 2: h. add ADA children

Goal 3:b. list the health care and wellness organizations
Goal 4: b. list the trail groups (FACETS, snowmobile)
Goal 5: ¢. add Outdoor Discovery Center (ODC)

Goal 6: none

Goal 7: Pure MI (are funds available?)

Goal 8: none

Gildea asked for any additional goals or comments on the action plan. The draft for the 2020-2024
Recreation Plan will be completed for the June meeting.

9. Park Updates
Gildea stated the Dumont Lake Park bridge is being repaired with oak, which is a harder wood than pine

that was previously used, and should last longer. Seasonal staff started yesterday at Silver Creek
Campground; all are working to clear the campsites, picket lines and grade the roads in preparation of

2



the annual Benefit Ride on April 19-21; the campground is sold out for the event. The day use parks will
officially open on May 1%,

The Park ordinance was approved by the Board of Commissioners effective April 1, 2019; copies were
handed out to members. The only major change is that alcohol is now allowed at the campsites at both
campgrounds. The Silver Creek Campground grant has been submitted and will find out if it is approved
by late November or December. Gildea was asked about winter damage at the parks; the year-round
maintenance staff took care of any damage and there were no major issues.

. Upcoming Meetings

A. Next Meeting on Tuesday, June 4, 2019 @ 8:30 am in the Spartan Room

. Round Table Discussion

Sartini asked who Keith Hamilton is; Gildea stated he is the Assistant Facilities Director and is currently
filling in as the interim director until the position is filled.

. Adjournment

A motion was made by Langeance, seconded by Rasmussen to adjourn the meeting at 10:03am. The
motion carried and the meeting was adjourned.



Appendix G
-Notice (s) of Availability For
Public Review

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Allegan County's five year Recreation Plan draft is
available for public review and comment. The plan can be review at the county’s
website www.allegancounty/org/parks or at the Parks, Recreation & Tourism office
located on the lower level of the Allegan County Human Services Building, 3255 122"
Avenue, Allegan, MI, 49010

The five year Recreation Plan guides us on the decisions to be made over the next five
years regarding the parks, campgrounds and recreational land operated Allegan
County. This plan has to be submitted and accepted by the MDNR in order to be eligible
for recreational grants

A public hearing for review and comment of the plan will be scheduled at a later date.
Concerns and comments are encouraged and can be made at the Parks Advisory
Board meetings or in writing to the Allegan County Parks Manager

Brandy Gildea, Parks Manager
Allegan County Parks, Recreation & Tourism
E-mail: parks@allegancounty.org
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PUBLIC NOTICE

INOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Allegan County’s five year Recrsation Plan

draft is availoble for public review and comment. The plen can be review of the
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Brandy Gildeo, Parks Cocrdinator

Allegan County Parks, Recreation & Tourism

Phane: 2694859088

E-mail: parks@allegancounty.org s




AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

State of Michigan
County of Allegan

Ryan Lewis, being duly sworn says she is one of the
principal clerks of the Allegan County News, a _
weekly newspaper published and circulated in said
county. The annexed is a printed copy of a notice
which was published in said newspaper on the
following date(s), to wit:

June 13th  A.D. 2019
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Ryan Lewiy / /

Subscribed and sworn to before me this
23rd day of August A.D. 2019

O A bbb

Julie Hotchkiss

Notary Public, Allegan County, Michigan.
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The Allegan County News - The Union Enterprise

The Commercial Record

F.O. Box 189, Allegan, MI 49010 - (269) 673-5534 —
Fax (269) 673-5535

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Allegan County's
five year Recreation Plan draft is available for public
review and comment. The plan can be reviewed at
the county's website "www.allegancounty/org/parks*
or at the Parks, Recreation & Tourism office located
on the lower level of the Allegan County Human
Services Building, 3255 122nd Avenue, Allegan, M|
49010.

The five-year Recreation Plan guides us on the de-
cisions to be made over the next five years regarding
the parks, campgrounds and recreational land oper-
ated Allegan County. This plan has to be submitted
and accepted by the MDNR in order to be eligible for
recreational grants.

A public hearing for review and comment of the plan
will be scheduled at a later date. Concerns and com-
ments are encouraged and can be made at the
Parks Advisory Board meetings or in writing to the
Allegan County Parks Manager.

Brandy Gildea, Parks Manager
Allegan County Parks, Recreation & Tourism
E-mail: parks @allegancounty.org




Appendix H
-Public Review Press Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - June 5,2019

Contact:

Brandy Gildea

Parks Manager
269-686-9088
parks@allegancounty.org

Public Notice
Review of 5-Year Recreation Plan

(ALLEGAN, Mich) - The Allegan County Parks would like to announce that the
Allegan County's five year Recreation Plan draft is available for public review and
comment. The plan can be review at the countys website
www allegancounty/org/parks or at the Parks, Recreation & Tourism office
located on the lower level of the Allegan County Human Services Building, 3255
122" Avenue, Allegan, MI, 49010

The 5-year Recreation Plan guides us on decisions to be made over the next five
years regarding the parks, campgrounds and recreational land operated by
Allegan County. This plan has to be submitted and accepted by the MDNR in
order to be eligible for recreational grants.

A public hearing for review and comment of the plan will be scheduled at a later
date. Concerns and comments are encouraged and can be made at the Parks
Advisory Board meetings or in writing to the Allegan County Parks Manager.

-end-



Appendix |
-Notice (s) of Public Hearing

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing for Allegan County's five year
Recreation Plan will be held at 8:30 am on December 3, 2019 during the Parks Advisory
Board meeting in the Zimmerman Room, located at the Allegan County Human
Services Building, 3255 122" Avenue, Allegan, MI, 43010.

The five year Recreation Plan guides us on the decisions to be made over the next five
years regarding the parks, campgrounds and recreational land operated Allegan
County. This plan has to be submitted and accepted by the MDNR in order to be eligible
for recreational grants

Public participation is encouraged

Brandy Gildea, Parks Manager
Allegan County Parks, Recreation & Tourism
E-mail: parks@allegancounty.org
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State of Michigan
County of Allegan

Robin Clark, being duly sworn says she is one of the
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weekly newspaper published and circulated in said
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The Commercial Record
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Fax (269) 673-5535

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing
for Allegan County’s five-year Recreation Plan will
be held at 8:30 am on December 3, 2019 during the
Parks Advisory Board meeting in the Zimmerman
Room, located at the Allegan County Human Serv- |
‘ices Building, 3255 122nd Avenue, Allegan, MI,
459010. i ;

The five-year Recreation Plan guides us on the de-
cisions to be made over the next five years regard-
ing the parks, campgrounds and recreational land
operated Allegan County. This plan has to be sub-
mitted and accepted by the MDNR in order to be el-
igible for recreational grants.

Public participation is encouraged

Brandy Gildea, Parks Manager
Allegan County Parks, Recreation & Tourism
E-mail: parks @allegancounty.org
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That she is Classified Representative of the The Holland
Sentinel, a daily newspaper of general circulation, printed
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The}’esa Donlin, Holland Sentinel Notary, Ottawa &
Allegan County, Michigan
My commission expires: November 23, 2022
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Allegan County Parks
3255 122nd
Allegan, Ml 49010

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing for Alle
County's five year Recreation Plan will be held at 8:30 am_
December 3, 2019 during the Parks Advisory Board meetin
in the Zimmerman Room, located at the Allegan County|
Human Services Building, 3255 122nd Avenue,

49010.

grounds and recr | land County. Th
order to be eligible for recreational grants
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Human Services Buil ..y, .ugg 122nd Avenue, Allegan, MI, 49010.

The five year Recreation Plan guides us on the decisions to be made over the next
five years regarding the parks, campgrounds and recreational land operated Allegan
County. This plan has to be submitted and accepted by the MDNR in  order to be
eligible for recreational grants

Public participation is encouraged
Brandy Gildea, Parks Manager

Allegan County Parks, Recreation & Tourism
parks @allegancounty.org

E-mail:
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Appendix J
-Public Hearing Press Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - October 7, 2019

Contact:

Brandy Gildea

Parks Manager
269-686-9088
parks@allegancounty.org

Public Hearing Notice
5-Year Recreation Plan

(ALLEGAN, Mich) — The Allegan County Parks would like to announce that a
public hearing for Allegan County’s five year Recreation Plan will be held at 8:30
am on December 3, 2019 during the Parks Advisory Board meeting in the
Zimmerman Room, located at the Allegan County Human Services Building,
3255 122" Avenue, Allegan, MI, 49010.

The plan can be reviewed at the county's website www.allegancounty/ora/parks
or at the Parks, Recreation & Tourism office located on the lower level of the
Allegan County Human Services Building, 3255 122" Avenue, Allegan, M,
49010

The 5-year Recreation Plan guides us on decisions to be made over the next five
years regarding the parks, campgrounds and recreational land operated by
Allegan County. This plan has to be submitted and accepted by the MDNR in
order to be eligible for recreational grants.

Public participation is encouraged.

-end-



Appendix K
- Parks Advisory Board Resolution

S TATE QF MICHIGBAN
ALLEGAN COUNTY PARKS ADVISORY BOARD

PARKS ADVISORY BOARD-APPROVE AND RECOMMEND ADOPTION OF THE 2020-
2024 ALLEGAN COUNTY RECREATION PLAN

WHEREAS, the Allegan County Parks (Advisory Board) has
undertaken a planning process to determine the recreation and
natural resource conservation needs and desires of its residents
during a five year period covering 2020-2024; and

WHEREAS, the Advisory Board began the process of developing
an Allegan County Recreation (Plan) in accordance with the most
recent guidelines developed by the Department of Natural
Resources and made available to local communities; and

WHEREAS, the public was given a well-advertised opportunity
and reasonable accommodations to review the draft 2020-2024 Plan
for & period of at least 30 days; and

WHEREAS, 3 public hearing was held on December 3, 2019 at
8:30am in the Zimmerman Room of the Human Services Building
(3255 122nd Ave, Allegan, MI 49010) to provide an opportunity
for all residents of the planning area to express opinions, ask
guestions, and discuss all aspects of the 2020-2024 Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Advisory Board has developed the plan as a
guldeline for improving recreation and enhancing natural
resource conservation for the Allegan County Parks,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED hearing no public issues, Advisory
Board hereby approves the 2020-2024 Allegan County Recreation
Plan and recommends adoption of said plan by the Allegan County
Board of Commissioners.

Moved by Dugan, Seconded by Kapenga to approve the
resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote: Yes -
7 votes. No — 0 Votes. Absent - 1

¥ Bruce Brandon ¥ lenore Sartini

p Mark DeYoung b 4 Gale Dugan

4 Dean Kapenga Y Shawn Caulder

F John Clark A Marlyn Langeance

ATTEST, A TRUE COPY

£EEZLtzfz;é(zgéKZQ1£4féﬂp\ + Chairperson

Bruce Brandoeon
APPROVED: December 3, 2019

cc: Board of Commissioners, Parks Department, Michigan
Department of Natural Resources




Appendix L
-Parks Advisory Board Minutes

Allegan County Parks, Recreation, & Tourism
3255 122™ Avenue, Suite 103
Allegan, Ml 49010
Phone: (269) 686-9088 » Fax: (269) 673-0454
Parks Web: www.allegancounty.org/Parks
Tourism Web: www.visitallegancounty.com
E-mail: parks@allegancounty.org

December 3, 2019
Human Services Building
Zimmerman Room
8:30am

ALLEGAN COUNTY PARKS ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES
1. Call to Order

Meeting was called to order by Chairman Brandon at 8:32am

2. Roll Call
PRESENT:  Bruce Brandon John Clark
Dean Kapenga Lenore Sartini
Gale Dugan Mark DeYoung

Shawn Caulder
ABSENT: Maryin Langeance
Also Present: Brandy Gildea, Parks Manager
Ronda Foreman, Parks Administrative Assistant
Steve Walma, Allegan Resident
Vicki Walma, Allegan Resident
Jenny Cook, MI DNR Equestrian Representative (MTAC)
3. Additions/Deletions To Agenda
None
4. Approval of Minutes
A. June 4, 2019

A motion was made by DeYoung, seconded by Caulder to approve the June 4, 2019 minutes
as presented. The motion carried.

B. August 8, 2019

A motion was made by Dugan, seconded by Sartini to approve the August 8 2019 minutes
as presented. The motion carried.

5. Financial Statements

A. Quarterly Revenue Comparison



Gildea stated the expenditures are right on track and any remaining funds will go back into the
casino fund. Gildea stated that no large additional expenses are planned just the regular monthly
bills and salaries. The current financial reports and quarter revenue comparisons for the last
several years are included in the agenda packet. Regarding the revenue comparisons, they are
down compared to what was estimated and compared to last year but considering the terrible
weather we had this year we did pretty well. That being said the Dumont Pavilion had the best
pavilion rental year ever with 29 rentals for the season. Gildea believes this has to do with the
building of the new accessible pavilion. Dumont watercraft launch fees are down but only by a
little and this should not be a surprised due to all the rain we had this season, though that being
said we had a much better year at the Gun Lake watercraft launch with doing better than we have
for the last five years. Gildea believes that as we finish the improvements next year we will even
increase usagefrevenues more. Littlejohn pavilion is down compared to last year but still up
compared to all the previous years. Silver Creek fees are down a lot. Gildea believes this is due
to the weather we had this season. West Side Park is also down in pavilion rental usage. Gildea
believes this was due to the beach being closed so often. Unfortunately, this will be an issue we
deal with next season too. While we did well at Ely we are still down in users compared to the last
two years. Again, weather probably played a role in that. Bysterveld is up compared to last year
but still down from previous years. New Richmond watercraft launch fees are down and much of
that is because the pay tube has been underwater for a good portion of the season.

Sartini stated a lot of her equestrian friends went out of state this year so that may contribute to
Silver Creek and Ely Lake Campgrounds and trails usage; Cook stated the problem with EEE
mosquito virus may have also been a factor.

A motion was made by Sartini, seconded by Kapenga to accept the financial reports as presented.
The motion carried.

Public Participation

None

Recreation Plan (click here to view)
A. Public Hearing

A motion was made by Dugan, seconded by DeYoung to open the public hearing regarding the
2020-2024 Allegan County Recreation Plan. The motion carried.

Jenny Cook is in attendance just to listen and has no comment at this time.

A motion was made by Kapenga, seconded by Caulder to close the public hearing regarding the
2020-2024 Allegan County Recreation Plan. The motion carried.

B. Final Review, Approval and Recommendation to BOC for Adoption

Gildea displayed on the white board and reviewed the proposed recreation plan with changes
made to the last plan highlighted. Dugan asked if other possible projects should be added such
as the Trowbridge dam site; Gildea stated that in the goals and objectives section, items are
covered in a generic form to include anything that may have been missed.

After hearing no further issues, the Parks Advisory Board decided to approve the plan and pass
a resolution recommending the Board of Commissioners adopt the Allegan County 2020-2024
Recreation Plan.
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1.

A motion was made by Dugan, seconded by Kapenga to approve the resolution as presented.
The motion carried by roll call vote. Yes - 7. No - 0. Absent -1

Y - Bruce Brandon Y - John Clark

Y - Dean Kapenga Y - Lenore Sartini

Y - Gale Dugan Y - Mark DeYoung

Y - Shawn Caulder Absent - Maryln Langeance

Gildea stated that she has already prepared/submitted the RFA for BOC approval and plans on
this going to their December 12, 2019 meeting.

Park Updates

Unfortunately the entire south access structure has been removed and we continue to have
erosion issues. Gildea hopes to still be able to use the north stairs next season. In the meantime,
the area has been roped off with signs stating Danger Do Mot Enter. Still have year round ranger
and two parks maintenance staff. Will be keeping an eye on the parks, keeping them cleaned and
working on projects. Last week, some trees came down on the trails and in the campgrounds;
staff is working to get all cleaned up. Clark stated they did a great job on the cross-country trail at
Littlejohn Lake Park. The Parks Office will be moving to the County Services building sometime
in the next month.

2020 Parks Advisory Board Meeting Schedule

A drafted schedule is in the agenda packet. Gildea suggested sticking with the same schedule as
this year with bi-monthly meetings but stated we could look at different scheduled to with less or
more meetings. Kapenga stated that with less meetings, we would be disengaged and he does
not want to see less and the board agreed.

A motion was made by Clark, seconded by Dugan to accept the scheduled presented for the 2020
Parks Advisory Board Meetings. The motion carried.

Upcoming Meetings
Next Meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 4, 2020 at 8:30am in the Zimmerman Room
Round Table Discussion

Kapenga asked when the results will be in for the MNRTF grant that was applied for the Silver
Creek Park improvements; Gildea stated we should hear something in the next couple of weeks.
If we do not receive the grant, the Parks Advisory Board will have to a discussion on how they'd
like to recommend the Board of Commissioners to proceed; whether to reapply for Silver Creek
Park or choose another project. Gildea stated we would reapply in 2021 since applications are
due April 1 and would be too soon for 2020.

Clark reports he recently worked with Kent County Parks as a volunteer for invasive species
control.

Dugan thanked Sartini for her email informing the Board of Rasmussen’s passing last week. He
would like to present Rasmussen's family with a letter thanking him for his work on the Parks
Advisory Board and the equestrian trail system; Gildea will work with Becky Blaine from
Administration for a letter/presentation.
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DeYoung stated Rasmussen will be hard to replace and appreciated all his work on the
equestrian trails.

Gildea stated Sartini is not renewing her term and thanked her for all her contributions to the
county parks and the Silver Creek pavilion. Gildea reports Caulder will also not be renewing his
term and thanked him for his service as well. There are now three openings and two applications
that have been received for the Parks Advisory Board.

Adjournment

A motion was made by Dugan, seconded by Sartini to adjourn the meeting at 9:27am. The motion
carried.



Appendix M
-Board of Commissioners
Resolution

STATE OF MICHIGAN
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF ALLEGAN

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERSADOFT 2020-2024 ALLEGAN COUNTY 5-YEAR
RECREATION FPLAN

WHEREAS, to be eligible for state grant funding the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources requires that
Fecreation Plans be updated every five years; and

WHEREAS, Allegan County’'s current Recreation Plan will
expire on December 31, 2019; and

WHEREAS, the County’s Parks Advisory Board developed an
Allegan County Recreation Plan in accordance with the most
recent guidelines developed by the Department of Natural
Resources; and

WHEREAS, on December 3, 2019, the Parks Advisory Board
held a public hearing in the Zimmerman Room of the Allegan
County Human Services Building @255 122nd Ave, Allegan, MI

49010} to provide an opportunity for all residents of the
planning area to express opinions, ask questions, and discuss
all aspects of the 2020-2024 Allegan County Recreation Plan;
and

WHEREAS, after the public hearing (hearirg no public
issues with the draft) , the Parks Advisory Board approved the
2020-2024 Allegan County Recreation Plan and recommended
adoption by the County Board of Commissioners.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners
hereby adopts the 2020-2024 Allegan County Recreation Plan, as
presented; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Board Chairman and/or
the County Administrator are authorized to sign the
necessary documents on behalf of the County and that the
Budget and Finance Director is authorized to make the
necessary budget adjustments to complete this action.

Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner
Dugan to approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by
roll call vote. Yeas: Kapenga, Storey, DeYoung, Jessup, Dugan
and Cain. Nays: Thiele.

ATTEST, A TRUE COPY

; Clerk-Register

APPROVED: December 12, 2019

cc: Admin. - Finance - Human Resources - Parks



Appendix N
-Board of Commissioners Minutes

Following is excerpts of the draft minutes of the December 11, 2014 Board of Commission
meeting. The full minutes of this meeting can be found at:

http://cms.allegancounty.org/sites/pages/Calendar/Lists/Board%200f%20Commiss
ioners/Board%20Meetings.aspx

964

ALLEGAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
INDEX
DECEMBER 12, 2019 SESSION

JOURNAL 67
PAGE ITEM SUBJECT MATTER

966 1 DECEMBER 12, 2019 SESSION - PLEDGE OF
ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL

966 2 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - NO COMMENTS
966 3 APPROVAL OF AGENDA AS PRESENTED
966 4 DISCUSSION - ADOPT 2020-2024 ALLEGAN COUNTY 5-

YEAR RECREATION PLAN

966 5 DISCUSSION — GUN LAKE WATERCRAFT & PAVILION
PROJECT

967-970 6 APPOINTMENTS

970 7 ELECTIONS

970 8 BREAK - 10:00 A.M.

970-971 9 REMONUMENTATION - APPOINT FEER REVIEW GROUP

571 10 MAINTAIN CURRENT OFFICERS 2020

971 11 ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATE

971 12 PUELIC PARTICIPATION - NO COMMENTS

872 13 ADJOURNMENT UNTIL JANUARY 9, 2020

972 14 DECEMBER 12, 2018 SESSION — INVOCATION, PLEDGE

OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL

972 15 COMMUNICATIONS

972 16 APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 7, 20189
872 17 PUELIC PARTICIPATION

973 18 ADDITIONAL AGENWDA ITEMS
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APPROVAL OF AGENDA AS AMENDED
CLAIMS
BOC: 2020 ROAD COMMISSIONER COMPENSATION

BOC - ADOPT 2020-2024 ALLEGAN COUNTY 5-YEAR
RECREATION PLAN

GROUNDWATER UPDATE
BREAK — 2:35 P.M.

BOC: AUTHORIZE CREATION OF FUND 1084 AND ADOPT
2019 BUDGET

PUBLIC DEFENDER'S OFFICE RELOCATION
CLOSED SESSION: COLLECTIVE BARGAINING
RECONVENE/ROLL CALL

BOC: AUTHORIZE COLLECTIVE BARGAINING
AGREEMENTS /SETTLEMENTS

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - NO COMMENTS

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL JANUARY 9, 2020

December 12, 2019 Session
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DECEMBER 12, 2019 SESSION — PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL
1/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of
Michigan, met in the Zimmerman Room of the Human Services Building in
the Township of Allegan on December 12, 2018 at 9:02 A.M. in
accordance with the motion for adjournment of November 7, 2019, and
rules of this board; Chairman Storey presiding.

The Deputy Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to
the flag.

Upon roll call the feollowing members answered as Commissioners
for the respective Districts:

DIST #1 DEAN KAPENGA DIST #5 TOM JESSUP-arrived 9:3%AM
DIST #2 JIM STOREY DIST #6 GALE DUGAN
DIST #3 MAX THIELE DIST #7 RICK CAIN

DIST #4 MARE DeYOUNG

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - NO COMMENTS

2/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and
as there were no comments from the public, he closed the meeting to
public participation.

AGENDA - ADOPTED AS PRESENTED

3/ Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung
to adopt the meeting agenda as presented. Motion carried by voice
vote. Yeas: 6 votes. Nays: 0 votes. Excused: 1 wvote.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS — ADOPT 2020-2024 ALLEGAN COUNTY 5-YEAR
RECREATION PLAN

4/ Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Cain to
move the adoption of the 2020-2024 Allegan County 5-Year Recreation
Plan to the afternocon session. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas:
Kapenga, Storey, DeYoung, Dugan and Cain. Nays: Thiele. Excused:
Jessup.

PARKS & RECREATION — GUN LAKE WATERCRAFT & PAVILION PROJECT

5/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to
refer the Gun Lake Watercraft and Pavilion Project back to the Parks
Bdvisory Board for further consideration and recommendation by the
end of January 2020.

Moved by Commissioner DeYoung, seconded by Commissioner Cain to
amend the motion to change the date of action be February 4, 2020
during the Parks Advisory Boards regularly scheduled meeting. Motion
amendment carried by voice vote. Yeas: Kapenga, Storey, DeYoung,
Dugan and Cain. Mays: Thiele. Excused: Jessup.

Amended motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: Kapenga, Storey,
DeYoung, Dugan and Cain. Nays: Thiele. Excused: Jessup.

December 12, 2019 Session
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ADJOURNMENT UNTIL JANUARY 9, 2020 AT 9:00 A.M.

13/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Cain to
adjourn until January 9, 2020 at 9:00 A.M. The motion carried and the
meeting was adjourned at 11:31 A.M.

AFTERNOON SESSION

DECEMBER 12, 2019 SESSION — INVOCATION, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL
CALL
14/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of
Michigan, met in the Board Room of the County Services Building in
the Township of Allegan on December 12, 2019 at 1:00 P.M. in
accordance with the motion for adjournment of November 7, 2019, and
rules of this Board; Chairman Storey presiding.

The invocation was offered by District #4 Commissioner DeYoung.

The Deputy County Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of
Allegiance to the flag.

Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners
for the respective Districts:

DIST #1 DEAN KAPENGA DIST #5 TCM JESSUP
DIST #2 JIM STOREY DIST #6 GALE DUGAN
DIST #3 MAX THIELE DIST #7 RICK CAIN

DIST #4 MARK DeYOUNG

COMMUNICATIONS
15/ Deputy Clerk Tien noted to the board that they received the
following resolutions:
1. Otsego County resolution supporting passage of legislation to
adopt 4-year terms for County Commissioners
2. Marquette County and Crawford County - letter to State leaders
to restore all local funding te current County programs and
services that were vetoed/budget cuts in the 2020 State Budget.
3. Manistee County resolutien requesting to declare the Great Lakes
a disaster area and seeking assistance
4. Dorr Township letter informing the Board that the Dorr Township
will be updating their Master Plan

NOVEMBER 7, 2019 SESSION MINUTES - ADOPTED

16/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to
approve the minutes for the November 7, 2019 session as distributed.
Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - COMMENTS
17/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and
the following individual offered comment:
1. Harold Michaels of 3905 40th Street in Overisel Township
addressed the board regarding barking dog complaints they have
issued against a neighbor

December 12, 2019 Session



AGENDA - ADDITIONS
18/ : 3

ADOPTED AS AMENDED

FINANCE COMMITTEE - CLAIMS & INTERFUND TRANSFERS
20/ WHEREAS, RPdministrat

ovember 15

General Fund — 1010 84,568.10 84,558.10

Fark/Recreation Fund - 2080 3,413.42 3,413.42
Friend of the Court Cffice - 2151 1,146.10 1,146.10
Health Department Fund - 2210 984.85 984.85
Solid Waste — 2211 5,949.60 5,949.60
Transportation Grant — 2300 71,618.00 71,618.00
Local Corrections Officers Training Fund - 2640 35.50 35,50
Justice Training Fund — P.A.302, 1982 - 2660 1,847.14 1,847.14
Grants — 2790 19,194.00 19,194.00
Victim Rights Grant - 2791 281.30 281.30
Fillmore Township - 2804 297.77 29777
Casco Township - 2805 41.989 41.99
Wayland Township - 2806 110.08 110.08
Lee Township - 2808 147.71 147.71
Child Care-Circuit/Family - 2921 5,566.80 5,566.80
Senior Millage - 2950 112885 1,128.85

December 12, 2019 Session
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Delinguent Tax Revolving Fund - 6160 428.86 428.86
Drain Equipment Revolving - 6390 837.15 837.15
Fleet Management - 6612 25.98 25.98
Self-Insurance Fund - 6670 41,656.71 41,656.71
Drain Fund - 8010 41,172.41 41,172.41
TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS $280,406.82 $280,406.82

TOTAL AMOUNT

CLAIMED

AMOUNT

ALLOWED

General Fund — 1010 153,304.60 153,304.60
Park/Recreation Fund - 2080 1,767.15 1,767.15
Central Dispatch/E911 Fund - 2110 6,734.63 6,734.63
Friend of the Court Fund — 2150 722.00 722.00
Friend of the Court Office - 2151 583.59 583.59
Health Department Fund - 2210 1,196.77 1,196.77
Solid Waste — 2211 48,253.04 48,253.04
Transportation Grant — 2200 1,369.54 1,369.54
Capital Improvement Fund - 2450 9,862.10 9,862.10
Animal Shelter - 2550 4,410.00 4,410.00
Register of Deeds Automation Fund — 2560 123.87 123.97
Indigent Defense - 2600 25,539.92 25,539.92
Justice Training Fund = P.A.302, 1982 - 2660 1,634.45 1,634.45
Grants — 2790 21,513.76 21,513.76
Wayland Township - 2806 4,814.68 481468
Child Care-Circuit/Family - 2921 10,933.07 10,933.07
Soldiers Relief Fund - 2930 4,661.94 4,661.94
Senior Millage - 2950 1,945.13 1,945.13
Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund - 6160 91.38 91.38
Selfdlnsurance Fund - 6770 1,365.74 1,365.74
Drain Fund - 8010 74,922.52 74,922.52
TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS $375,749.98 | $375,749.98

."\?\[': '] INT

DISALLOWED

AMOUNT
ALLOWED

137,111.88

DISs

CLAIMED

General Fund — 1010 137,111.88
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FPark/Recreation Fund — 2080 1,240.16 1,240.16
Central Dispatch/ES11 Fund - 2110 13,305.84 13,305.84
Central Dispatch CIF - 2118 56 167.50 56,167.50
Friend of the Court Office — 2151 1,397.08 1,397.08
Health Dept Fund — 2210 994.53 994.53
Solid Waste — 2211 8,258.49 8,258.48
Transportation Grant — 2300 534.64 534.64
Capital Improvement Fund — 2450 662,242 .45 662,242 45
Register of Deeds Automation Fund — 2560 211.46 211.46
Indigent Defense — 2600 12,386.50 12,386.50
Palisades Emergency Flanning Facility UP - 2630 124.55 124.55
Justice Training Fund — P.A 302, 1982 - 2660 525.00 525.00
Grants - 2790 4,873.40 4,873.40
Fillmore Township - 2804 58.00 28.00
Casco Township - 2805 128.80 128.80
Wayland Township — 2806 86.49 86.49
Lee Township - 2808 456.38 46.38
Child Care-Circuit/Family — 2921 3,165.90 3,165.90
Senior Millage — 2950 216,099.88 216,099 88
Delinguent Tax Revolving Fund — 6160 1,503.98 1,503.98
Delq Tax Revolving Fund — 2018 Taxes - 6198 15,454.32 15,454.32
Fleet Management — 6612 1.53 1.53
Self-Insurance Fund — 6770 1,266.92 1,266.92
Drain Fund — 8010 75,559.80 75,559.90
TOTAL 1,212,745.58 | 1,212,745.58

ALY

General Fund — 1010 86,047.33 86,047.33
Park/Recreation Fund — 2080 561.40 561.40
Friend of the Court Office — 2151 2558 25.58
Transportation Grant — 2300 425.68 425.68
Indigent Defense — 2600 4006.50 4.006.50
Law Library Fund - 2680 2033.28 2,033.28
Grants - 2790 630.00 630.00
Victims Rights Grant - 2791 568.90 568.90
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Child Care-Circuit/Family — 2921 4,634.51 4,634.51
Senior Millage — 2950 1,475.06 1,475.06
Drain Equip Revolving - 6390 438 95 438.95
Fleet Management — 6612 93.40 93.40
Self-Insurance Fund — 6770 344,243 .47 344,243.47
Drain Fund — 8010 1,035.08 1,035.06
TOTAL 446,219.12 446,219.12

CLAIMED Al D

General Fund — 1010 198,125.21 198,125.21
Park/Recreation Fund — 2080 970.45 970.45
Central Dispatch/ES11 Fund — 2110 20,603,895 20,603.95
Friend of the Court Office — 2151 g977.98 977.98
Health Department Fund - 2210 453007 4.530.07
Solid Waste — 2211 2,415.36 2,415.36
Transportation Grant — 2300 9,588.51 9,588.51
Capital Improvement Fund — 2450 498.80 498.90
Youth Home CIP - 2465 43,000.00 43,000.00
Register of Deeds Automation Fund — 2560 2489 24.89
Indigent Defense — 2600 238.25 238.25
Local Corrections Officers Training Fund - 2640 280.00 280.00
CDBG Loan Repayment - 2771 5,000.00 5,000.00
Grants — 2790 21,174.90 21,174.90
Victims Rights Grant - 2791 888.16 888.16
Casco Township — 2805 50.20 50.20
Child Care-Circuit/Family — 2921 7,579.19 7,579.19
Child Care-DHHS Board - 2922 57.83 57.83
Soldiers Relief Fund — 2930 2907.44 2,907.44
Senior Millage — 2850 28,687.21 28,687.21
Tax Reversion — 6200 921473 921473
Drain Equip Revolving - 6380 308.58 308.58
Self-Insurance Fund — 6770 23.763.06 23,763.06
Drain Fund — 8010 10,486.89 10,486.89
TOTAL $391,371.76 | $391,371.76
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners adopts
the report of claims for November 15, 2019; November 22, 2019;
November 29, 2019; December 6, 2019 and December 13, 2019.

Moved by Commissioner DeYoung, seconded by Commissioner Cain to
adopt the report of claims for November 15, 2019; November 22, 2019;
November 29, 2019; December 6, 2019 and December 13, 2019. Motion
carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes.

ACTION ITEMS:
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS—2020 ROAD COMMISSIONER COMPENSATION
21/ BE IT RESOLVED, that the Allegan County Board of Commissioners
hereby approves the 2020 Road Commissioner Compensation package for
Road Commissioners appointed before January 1, 2013, to be as
follows:
e Commission Chairman annual salary $7,624.74,
Member annual salary $7,038.75,
Per diem and mileage rates consistent with the Allegan
County Board of Commissioners,
Life Insurance cffered at 100% premium cost,
Health/dental/vision plans with equivalent premium
contribution as offered to Road Commission Exempt and
Salaried employees, and equivalent rebate (opt-out) should
they elect not to participate in the health insurance
offerings,
¢ Road Commission Defined Benefit (B-2) Retirement Plan,
with a 4% Commissioner ‘eontribution; and
BE IT FURTHER RESCLVED, new Road Commissioners appointed after
January 1, 2013; shall be as follows:
e Commission Chairman annual salary $8,158.47,
e Member annual salary $7,531.46,

e Per diem and mileage rates consistent with the Allegan
County Board of Commissioners,
$20,000 Life Insurance Policy,
Annual thealth allowance of $3,000, and shall be eligible
to participate in Health insurance as offered to Road
Commission Exempt and Salaried employees with Commissioner
contributien 100% the illustrative rate and no rebate [opt
out) compensation,
e not eligible for participation in the Road Commission MERS
Defined Benefit Plan, or other retirement options such as
a MERS 457; and
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Allegan County Road Commissioner
compensation package be reviewed annually by the Board of
Commissioners.
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Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Thiele to
approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll ecall
vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERSADOPT 2020-2024 ALLEGAN COUNTY S5-YEAR
RECREATION PLAN

22/ WHEREAS, to be eligible for state grant funding the Michigan
Department of Natural Rescurces requires that Recreation Flans be
updated every five years; and

WHEREAS, Allegan County’s current Recreation Plan will
expire on December 31, 2019; and

WHERBAS, the County’s Parks Advisory Board developed an
Bllegan County Recreation Plan in accordance with the most
recent guidelines developed by the Department of Natural
Resources; and

WHEREAS, on December 3, 2013, the Parks Adviscry Board held
a public hearing in the Zimmerman Room of the Allegan County Human
Services Building (3255 122nd Ave, Allegan, MI 49010} to provide an
cpportunity for all residents of the planning area to express
opinions, ask guestions, and discuss all aspects of the 2020-2024
Allegan County Recreation Plan; and

WHEREAS, after the public hearing (hearimg no public issues
with the draft), the Parks Advisory Board approved the 2020-2024
Allegan County Recreation Plan and recommended ‘adoption by the
County Board of Commissioners.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners
hereby adopts the 2020-2024 Allegan County Recreation Plan, as
presented; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Board Chairman and/or the
County Administrator are authorized to sign the necessary
documents on behalf of the County and that the BEudget and
Finance Director 1is authorized to make the necessary budget
adjustments to complete this action.

Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Dugan
to approve the tesolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call
vote. Yeas: Kapenga, Storey, DeYoung, Jessup, Dugan and Cain. Nays:
Thiele.

**Copy of the 2020-2024 Allegan County 5-Year Recreation Plan

can be found on the County website under the office of Parks &
Recreation. http://cms.allegancounty.org/sites/Office/Parks
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Appendix O
- Letter to West Michigan
Regional Planning Commission

Allegan County Parks, Recreation, & Tourism
3283 1229 Avenue
Allegan, Ml 49010
Phone: (269) 686-9088 « Fax: (269) 673-0454
Parks Web: www allegancounty. org/Parks
Tourism Web: www.visitallegancounty.com
E-mail: parks@allegancounty.org

December 16, 2019

West Michigan Regional Planning Commission
1345 Monroe Avenue NW, Suite 255
Grand Rapids, Ml 49505-4670

Attention: WMRPC

Allegan County just recently adopted its five-year recreation plan. A new five-year
recreation plan is required to replace the current expiring plan and is a requirement to be
eligible to apply for recreation grants from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources.
The Allegan County Recreation Plan is the result of a collaborative effort by the Parks Staff
and the Parks Advisory Board. The Recreation Plan serves as a framework for the
maintenance and development of parks facilities and recreational opportunities and
facilities Lo meet the needs of area residents and visitors for the next five years.

Prior Lo submitting this plan te the MDNR, the state requires thal we provide your agency a
copy of the adopted plan to review. The plan can be found on the County's website at

hﬁp:ﬂcms.allegancuu nty.org/sites/Office/Parks/ ParksPages/2020-%202024%20Recreation20P lan . pdf

If vou would prefer to have a paper copy on file, please let me know and one will be
provided. If after reviewing this document and questions arise, please feel free to contact
me al 269-673-0378.

Sincerely,

Brandy Gildea

Parks Manager

Allegan County Parks, Recreation, & Tourism
3283 122nd Avenue

Allegan, M| 49010

Ph: 269-673-0378

Fx: 269-673-0454



	1 - Cover
	2 - Acknowledgements
	3 - Table of Contents
	4 - Introduction
	5 - Section 1 - Community Description
	6 - Section 2 - Administrative Structure_Dan_11-25-19
	7 - Section 3 - Recreation Inventory
	8 - Section 4 - Resource Inventory
	9 - Section 5 - Puplic Input & Planning Process
	10 - Section 6 - Goals & Objectives
	11 - Section 7 -Action Program
	12 - Appendix A - Surveys
	13 - Appendix B - Survey Results
	14 - Appendix C -Notice(s) of Public Workshop
	15 - Appendix D - Public Workshop Press Release
	16 - Appendix E - Public Workshop- Parks Advisory Board Meeting Agenda
	17 - Appendix F - Public Workshop -Parks Advisory Board Meeting Minutes
	18 - Appendix G - Notice (s) of Availability for Public Review
	19 - Appendix H - Public Review Press Release
	20 - Appendix I -Notice (s) of Public Hearing
	21 - Appendix J -Public Hearing Press Release
	22 - Appendix K - Parks Advisory Board Resolution
	23 - Appendix L - Parks Advisory Board Minutes
	24 - Appendix M -Board of Commissioners Resolution
	25 - Appendix N - Board of Commissioners Minutes
	26 - Appendix O - Letter to West Michigan Regional Planning Commision

