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Mission Statement 
“The Allegan County Board of Commissioners shall plan, develop, and evaluate the  

necessary policies and resources to ensure our county continues to progress and prosper” 

A l l e g a n  C o u n t y   
B o a r d  o f   
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  

County Services Building 
3283 – 122nd Avenue 
Allegan, MI  49010 
269-673-0203 Main Office 
269-686-5331 Main Fax 
http://www.allegancounty.org  
 
Jim Storey, Chairperson 
Gale Dugan, Vice Chairperson 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING – AGENDA    
Thursday, June 24, 2021 – 1PM 
Pursuant to MCL 15.263a, the Board will conduct its meeting via electronic 
communications to prevent the spread of COVID. 
Virtual Meeting – Connectivity Instructions Attached 
 
1PM  CALL TO ORDER:  
  ROLL CALL: 
  OPENING PRAYER:  Commissioner Gale Dugan 
  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
  COMMUNICATIONS:  Attached 
  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
  June 3, 2021 & June 10, 2021 
  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 

ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS:  
  APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

PRESENTATIONS:   
  PROCLAMATIONS:  
  INFORMATIONAL SESSION:  
  Judge Michael Buck—Probate Court  
  ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS: 
       
CONSENT ITEMS:   
 
1. Motion to approve of claims paid and to incorporate into proceedings of the Board     

(6/18/21 & 6/25/21) 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS:  
 
1. None 

 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS:      
 
1. Executive Director Steve Currie, Michigan Association of Counties Update & 

Legislative Issues 
2. Facilities Management—approve Sewage Lagoon Transfer Valve Project (201-910) 
3. COVID-19 Vaccine Passport 
    
 
 

http://www.allegancounty.org/


NOTICE OF APPOINTMENTS & ELECTIONS:   
APPOINTMENTS:   
1. 911 Policy & Procedure Board 

• One Citizen At-Large Representative—term expires 7/31/21  Application REC 
6/10/21 

• One Elected Government Representative—term expires 7/31/21  Application 
REC 6/10/21 

• Emergency Services Representative—term expires 7/31/21  Application REC 
6/10/21 

• One City/Village Police Chief Representative—term expires 7/31/21  Application 
REC 6/10/21 

2. Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
• One Representative—term expired 12/31/2019 

3. Solid Waste Planning Committee 
• One General Public Representative—term expired 12/31/20  Application REC 

3/1/21 
• One Township Representative—term expired 12/31/19  Application REC 2/16/21 
• One City Representative—term expired 12/31/20  Application REC 2/16/21 
• One Solid Waste Industry Representative—term expired 12/31/19 
• One Solid Waste Industry Representative—term expired 12/31/20 
• One Industrial Waste Generator Representative—term expired 12/31/20 

4. Tourist Council 
• Two Representatives—term expired 12/31/20 

5. Water Study Workgroup 
• Two County Commissioners Representatives 
• One Manager or Supervisor of a Local Unit of Government Representative 
• One Municipal Water Supply Supervisor or Technician Representative 
• One Academia (Not directly related to the development of the groundwater study) 

Representative 
• Agricultural Businesses: Growers & Livestock Representative  
• Allegan County Conservation District (ACCD) Representative 
• Real Estate: Builder, Developer, and Realtor Representative 
• Industrial Representative 
• Well Driller Representative 
• Restaurant Owner Representative 
• Community Member (owner of a private water supply) Representative 
• Tribal Member Representative 

6. Broadband Action Workgroup 
• One County Commissioner Representative 
• Three City or Township Representatives  
• One Agri-business Representative 
• One Industry/Large Employer Representative 
• One Medical Industry Representative 
• One Economic Development Representative 
• One Holland Board of Public Works (BPW) Representative 



• One Allegan Area Educational Service Agency (AAESA) Representative 
• One Local Public Schools Representative 

ELECTIONS: 
1. Commission on Aging 

• One Member Representative—term expires 12/31/22 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS:  
REQUEST FOR PER DIEM/MILEAGE: 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS REPORTS: 
ROUND TABLE: 
ADJOURNMENT: Next Meeting - Thursday, July 8, 2021, 1:00PM @ COUNTY 
SERVICES BUILDING, BOARD ROOM 
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Allegan County
Board of Commissioners

Meeting 

June 24, 2021

Allegan County
3283 122nd Ave

Allegan, MI 49010



STEP 1:  Connect to the Meeting
• OPTION 1:  Zoom over Telephone 

• Call (929) 205-6099 -or- (312) 626-6799  -or- (253) 215-8782
• Type in Meeting ID: 847 2124 6830, then #, then # again
• Type in Meeting Password:  62421, then #

• To raise your hand to speak, press *9
• To Mute and Unmute, press *6

<STOP here>
You do not have to continue reading the rest of the instructions.

• OPTION 2:  Youtube
• Open Internet Explorer or Chrome
• Navigate to https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQIiZQstN2Pa57QAItAWdKA
• Click on image of “Live” video 

<STOP here>
You do not have to continue reading the rest of the instructions.

• OPTION 3:  Zoom over Web browser 
• Open Internet Explorer or Chrome
• Navigate to https://zoom.us/j/84721246830
• Meeting Password:  62421

<Continue with the rest of the instructions>



STEP 2: Enter registration information

4. Click when 
done.

1.  Enter name 
and email

2. Click this box 3. Answer challenge 
question



STEP 3:  This Window will appear when 
connected.



STEP 4:  Adjust audio settings 
(if needed)



STEP 5:  Raise hand to be 
recognized to speak.

• Once “Raise Hand” is clicked, the Board Chairperson will 
receive notice and may UNMUTE your microphone when 
ready and verbally recognize you to speak.

On bottom of screen.



STEP 6:  To leave the meeting



Minutes of a regular meeting of the Roscommon County Board of Commissioners, held at the 
Roscommon County IVlunicipal Bldg., 500 Lake St.. Roscommon, Michigan on the 9th day oi'.lune. 2021 
at I 0:00 a.m. 

PRESENT: Chairman Bob Schneider, Commissioner Dave Russo. Commissioner Marc Milburn and 

Commissioner Tim Muckenthaler 

ABSENT: Vice-Chair Ken Melvin 

The following preamble and resolution was offered by Commissioner Milburn and seconded by Commissioner 
David Russo. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-06-0J 

OPPOSING MICHIGAN SECRETARY OF STATE 

"BY APPOlNTMENT ONLY" 

WHEREAS, Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson, recently stated 
Michigan residents will always need an appointment to conduct business at a Secretary 
of State branch ofiice and suggested making this permanent change as an improvement 
in service; and 

WHEREAS, the Secretary of State called walk in service at the branches an 
"antiquated, inefficient, take-a-number system that nobody liked"; the reality is that most 
people do want the option to walk into a branch office fi.w service at their convenience; 
and 

WHEREAS, not only Roscommon County residents but all residents of the State 
of Michigan should have the ability to renew and make changes to all necessary 
documentation timely and locally through services provided by the Michigan Secretary 
of State; that this change will significantly reduce the convenience of public services; 
and 

WHEREAS, while some industry changes were positive during the Covid-l 9 
pandemic and made sense, this will negatively impact rural counties, such as Roscommon, 
where residents arc over fifty miles from kiosk services and a large mqjority of the 
population are over sixty years of age; and 

WHEREAS, these changes have been established without input from constituents, 
who arc directly affected by this sweeping change and web-based services, which 

completely replaces the need for walk in service at the branch offices, many older residents 
and those without computers or internet will simply be turned away at the Secretary ofState 

door; and 

WHEREAS, these changes will only continue to frustrate citizens who would just like 
their license renewed or to be able to sell a vehicle, without having to wait weeks or months 
for an appointment or even drive to a different service area to accomplish these simple tasks; 
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MORNING SESSION 

 

JUNE 3, 2021 SESSION – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

1/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of 

Michigan, met at Dumont Lake Park on June 3, 2021 at 12:38 P.M. in 

accordance with the motion for adjournment of May 27, 2021, and rules of 

this board; Chairman Storey presiding. 

The Deputy Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for 

the respective Districts: 
 DIST #1 DEAN KAPENGA  – PRESENT DIST #5 TOM JESSUP  – PRESENT  

 DIST #2 JIM STOREY   – PRESENT DIST #6 GALE DUGAN  – PRESENT 

 DIST #3 MAX THIELE   – PRESENT DIST #7 RICK CAIN  – ABSENT 

 DIST #4 MARK DeYOUNG  – PRESENT  

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

FACILITIES PLANNING 

2/ Chairperson Storey opened the meeting for round table to Elected 

Officials and Honorable Judges to receive feedback regarding building 

conditions and operations. 

 

Honorable Chief Bakker & Judge Kengis (48th Circuit Court):   

 Courts maintained operations throughout the pandemic. 

 Friend of the Court remains at a distance with the need for social 

distancing with clientele. 

 Working on social distancing for jury trials (118 Jury Trials on log) 

 Entering Phase III 

 Per Supreme Court ruling, courts will continue to wear face masks 

 Concerned people may just “roll the dice” (thinking trial may not 

happen) on trial, when people see trials will actually happen they 

may change their position. 

 Stacking cases pushes stacks of subpoenas to be served by Sheriff’s 

Office. A lot of collaboration amongst the offices. 

 

Honorable Judge Kengis (48th Circuit Court): 

 Keep in mind the ability to work remote is a new piece to recruiting 

and keeping people. 

 

Sheriff Frank Baker (Law Enforcement): 

 Corrections follow Michigan Department of Corrections, no major 

issues or outbreaks. 

 Operations were maintained throughout the pandemic 

 Early in pandemic did stagger schedule for officers, otherwise pretty 

normal. 

 Lobby has been limited and had to shut down tele-visits from the 

lobby (did remote tele-visits). 

 Lobby is now open, still appointments for fingerprinting. 
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 Clerical did remote, likely will still continue (hybrid). 

 Tele-visits still closed, looking for how to open backup. 

 Stopped having volunteers in corrections during early pandemic, re-

evaluating this as things open. 

 Trying to incorporate more technology in GED program e.g. tablets, 

etc. 

 

Prosecuting Attorney Myrene Koch: 

 Early in pandemic did hybrid remote.  Due to challenges with files, 

etc. switched to onside since May 2020 with limitations or outside 

individuals entering office. 

 Staff has been great. 

 Joey is back in office which has been helpful for morale. 

 Fully staffed, 1 more position coming for 2022 which will share 

office. 

 Backlogged in cases. 

 Challenges with storage space, still water issues from roof/ceiling. 

 

Drain Commissioner Denise Medemar: 

 Started hybrid in office early in pandemic; back in office since June 

2020.   

 Spacing works well, did Board of Review (Assessments) outside. 

 

Treasurer Sally Brooks: 

 Remote & hybrid, still doing hybrid which works well.  Something to 

be said about flexibility of remote as long as service is available 

onsite.   

 Busy workload. 

 

County Clerk/Register of Deeds (ROD) Bob Genetski: 

 Been operational since start of pandemic. 

 Did some remote (maybe 3 weeks) but ultimately full onsite. 

 Offering services outside to public when possible. 

 Believes public has moved on from COVID. 

 Staff was a little short for a while but they are just now starting 

to regulate with new staff.   

 Busy traffic onsite especially for Concealed Pistol Licenses. 

 

County Administrator Rob Sarro: 

 Maintained operations throughout pandemic.   

 Offices based on the discretion of service area leaders will continue 

to move forward with hybrid. 

 Encouraged leaders if there are any identified issues/gaps in service 

to escalate those to a manager and if needed right up to the 

Executive Directors/County Administrator.  
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ADJOURNMENT UNTIL JUNE 10, 2021 AT 9:00 A.M. 

3/ Moved by Commissioner Thiele seconded by Commissioner Dugan to 

adjourn until June 10, 2021 at 9:00 A.M. The motion carried by roll call 

vote and the meeting was adjourned at 1:29 P.M. Yeas: 6 votes. Nays: 0 

votes. Absent: 1. 

 

 

 

Deputy Clerk  

 

 

 

Board Chairperson   Minutes approved during the 00/00/2021 Session 
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MORNING SESSION 

 

JUNE 10, 2021 SESSION – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

1/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of 

Michigan, met remotely online connecting through a Zoom webinar on June 

10, 2021 at 9:00 A.M. in accordance with the motion for adjournment of May 

27, 2021, and rules of this board; Chairman Storey presiding. 

The Deputy Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for 

the respective Districts: 
 DIST #1 DEAN KAPENGA - Allegan Twp DIST #5 TOM JESSUP – Allegan Twp 

 DIST #2 JIM STOREY – Allegan Twp DIST #6 GALE DUGAN – Allegan Twp 

 DIST #3 MAX THIELE – Allegan Twp DIST #7 RICK CAIN – Wayland Twp 

 DIST #4 MARK DeYOUNG – Allegan Twp 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS 

2/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and the 

following individuals offered comments: 

1. Salem Township Supervisor James Pitsch of 3124 143rd Avenue 
addressed the board regarding FEMA flood plains and broadband 

2. Scott Beltman of 3110 130th Ave in Hopkins addressed the board 
regarding the importance of broadband 

3. Gun Plain Township Supervisor Mike VanDenBerg of 970 9th Street 
addressed the board regarding FEMA flood plains and broadband 

4. Monterey Township Supervisor Henry Reinart of 3341 30th Street 
addressed the board regarding broadband 

 

AGENDA – ADOPTED AS PRESENTED 

3/ Moved by Commissioner DeYoung, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to 

adopt the meeting agenda as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

FEMA FLOOD ZONE APPEALS 

4/ Emergency Management Director Scott Corbin and Matt Occhipinti of the 

Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) gave an 

overview of the National Flood Insurance Program. Occhipinti noted that 

local units have 90 days to appeal the flood plain maps once they are 

released. Discussion followed on mapping, appeal processes, and financial 

impacts to residents. 
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BREAK – 10:41 A.M. 

5/ Upon reconvening at 10:53 A.M., the following Commissioners were 

present: Commissioner Kapenga, Storey, Thiele, DeYoung, Jessup, Dugan and 

Cain. Absent: None. 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN – VEHICLE PURCHASES 

6/ Administrator Sarro updated the board on authorizing vehicle 

inventory expansion for the Sheriff’s Department. With the additional 

staff that was approved in the 2021-2022 Strategic Plan it created a need 

for six additional vehicles to support service delivery. 

 Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to take 

action on the resolution authorizing inventory expansion and purchase 

during the afternoon session as action item #3. Motion carried by roll 

call vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN – PERSONNEL 

7/ Administrator Sarro updated the board regarding the 2021-2022 

Strategic Plan which included projects to be carried out relative to 

transportation, justice and safety. 

 Moved by Commissioner Thiele, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to 

accept and approve the memorandum dated June 10, 2021 from Administration. 

Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
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STRATEGIC PLAN – BROADBAND ACTION GROUP 

8/ Administrator Sarro updated the board on creating an action workgroup 

and employment/contractor resource options relating to broadband. 

 

 Moved by Commissioner DeYoung, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to add 

action item #4 to the afternoon session on item 1 in the Broadband Action 

Workgroup proposal.  

 Moved by Commissioner Jessup, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to 

amend the proposal to specify that local government representatives have 

three representatives from three distinct geographical areas. Motion 

amendment carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 Final amended motion to add action item #4 to the afternoon agenda 

carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS 

9/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and the 

following individuals offered comments: 

1. Eric Tuinstra of 3198 Ottogon St in Salem Township addressed the 
board regarding the importance of having broadband service 

 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL JUNE 24, 2021 AT 9:00 A.M. 

10/ Moved by Commissioner Thiele, seconded by Commissioner Cain to 

adjourn until June 24, 2021 at 9:00 A.M. The motion carried by roll call 

vote and the meeting was adjourned at 12:14 P.M. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 

votes. 

 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

 

JUNE 10, 2021 SESSION – INVOCATION, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

11/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of 

Michigan, met remotely online connecting through a Zoom webinar on June 

10, 2021 at 1:00 P.M. in accordance with the motion for adjournment of May 

27, 2021, and rules of this board; Chairman Storey presiding. 

 The invocation was offered by District #5 Commissioner Jessup. 

 The Deputy County Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for 

the respective Districts: 
 DIST #1 DEAN KAPENGA - Allegan Twp DIST #5 TOM JESSUP – Allegan Twp 

 DIST #2 JIM STOREY – Allegan Twp DIST #6 GALE DUGAN – Allegan Twp 

 DIST #3 MAX THIELE – Allegan Twp DIST #7 RICK CAIN – Wayland Twp 

 DIST #4 MARK DeYOUNG – Allegan Twp 
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PUBLIC HEARING – OFF ROAD VEHICLE ORDINANCE 

12/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting for the public hearing at 1:12 

P.M. 

 Deputy Clerk Tien read the Notice of Public Hearing that was 

published in the Allegan County News on May 27, 2021. 

 

Notice of Public Hearing on the Consideration of an Off Road Vehicle Ordinance  
 

Notice of Public Hearing on the consideration of an Off Road Vehicle Ordinance (ORV) in Allegan County, 

Michigan pursuant to and in accordance with Part 811 of the Michigan Natural Resources and Environmental 

Protection Act 451 of 1994, as amended, being MCL 324.81131, et. seq.    

 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT a Public Hearing shall be held before the Allegan County Board of 

Commissioners on the 10th day of June, 2021, at 1:00 p.m. on the consideration of an ORV Ordinance.  The 

public may participate in the meeting/public hearing by calling 1-929-205-6099, Meeting ID: 859 6784 1039 

and Meeting Password 61021.  For other options connecting to the meeting, please visit our meeting notice 

website at www.allegancounty.org or contact the County Administrator’s Office at 269-673-0239.   

 

A copy of the draft ORV Ordinance will be available for public inspection 10 days prior to the Public Hearing 

at www.allegancounty.org under Ordinances or at the Office of the County Clerk (address below), weekdays, 

between 8:00AM and 5:00PM. 

 

Bob Genetski 

County Clerk/Register 

113 Chestnut Street 

Allegan, Michigan, 49010 

269-673-0450 

 

All aspects of an ORV Ordinance are open for input at the Public Hearing.  

 

 Chairman Storey opened the meeting for public input and the following 

individuals offered comment: 

1. Gun Plain Township Supervisor Mike VanDenBerg of 970 9th Street 
addressed the board regarding the draft of the ORV ordinance and had 

concerns over what roads are part of the ORV ordinance 

2. Scott Beltman of 3110 130th Ave in Hopkins addressed the board 
regarding the draft ordinance that was reviewed at the last meeting 

and would like it to remain as presented 

3. Ken Pardee of 1814 Schanz Rd in Allegan addressed the board and 
offered support of the ORV ordinance 

4. James Burchfield of 4939 132nd Ave Manlius Twp addressed the board 
with support of the ORV ordinance 

5. Tom Iciek of the Hopkins Area Fire Department addressed the board to 
address any safety questions commissioners have regarding rescue 

efforts that the fire department provides in regards to ORV’s 

6. Brenda and Jasmine Mulder addressed the board with support of the ORV 
ordinance signs that read “Increase mom and kids time – ORV in 

Allegan county” 

http://www.allegancounty.org/
http://www.allegancounty.org/
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7. Joseph Carpenter of 1392 124th Ave in Watson Twp addressed the board 
with support of the ORV ordinance 

8. Josh Driscoll of 3181 53rd St. in Hamilton addressed the board with 
his support of the ORV ordinance 

9. Shawn Caulder of 1775 20th St. in Allegan voiced his concerns over how 
to enforce the ordinance 

10. Saugatuck Township Manager Joe Frey addressed the board to have 

an opt out option for local jurisdictions 

11. John Schipper of Martin Township addressed the board regarding 

enforcement of the ordinance and helmet/safety belt use 

12. Watson Township Supervisor Kevin Travis addressed the board with 

his support of the ordinance, and also to have local jurisdictions to 

be able to opt out  

13. Ken Kamps of 3266 46th Street in Hamilton addressed the board 

with his support of the ORV ordinance  

14. Dustin Driscoll of 4561 66th Street in Laketown Township 

addressed the board with his support of the ORV ordinance 

15. Mary Leeuw 6456 146th Ave in Laketown Township addressed the 

board with her support of the ORV ordinance 

16. Steve Tyler 1907 Sassafras in Allegan Township addressed the 

board with his support of the ORV ordinance 

 

 Chairman Storey closed the public hearing at 1:44 P.M. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

13/ Deputy Clerk Tien noted to the board that they received the following 

resolution: 

1. Resolution from Crawford County supporting four year commissioner 
terms. 

 

MAY 27, 2021 SESSION MINUTES – ADOPTED 

14/ Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to 

approve the minutes for the May 27, 2021 session as distributed. Motion 

carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 

15/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and as 

there were no comments from the public, he closed the meeting to public 

participation. 

 

AGENDA – ADDITIONS 

16/ Chairman Storey asked if there were any additions or changes to the 

agenda.  

Moved by Commissioner DeYoung, seconded by Commissioner Cain to note 

in the record that the agenda was amended during the planning session to 

add action item 3 – Sheriff Department vehicle purchase and action item 4 

– Broadband Action Group. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 7 votes. 

Nays: 0 votes. 

Moved by Commissioner Jessup, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

move the discussion of adopting the Off Road Vehicle Ordinance after 

“Consent Items”. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 

votes. 

 

AGENDA – ADOPTED AS AMENDED 

17/ Moved by Commissioner DeYoung, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to 

adopt the meeting agenda as amended. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

INFORMATIONAL SESSION – 48th CIRCUIT COURT 

18/ Circuit Court Judge Kengis and Interim Circuit Court Administrator 

Jenn Brink presented to the board the 2020 Annual Report for the 48th 

Circuit Court.  
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FINANCE COMMITTEE – CLAIMS & INTERFUND TRANSFERS 

19/ WHEREAS, Administration has compiled the following claims for June 4, 

2021 and June 11, 2021; and 

WHEREAS, the following claims, which are chargeable against the 

County, were audited in accordance with Section 46.61 to 46.63, inclusive, 

M.C.L. 1970 as amended and resolutions of the Board; and 

WHEREAS, said claims are listed in the 2021 Claims folder of the 

Commissioners’ Record of Claims. 

 

June 4, 2021 

  

 
TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 1010  75,979.26 75,979.26  

Park/Recreation Fund – 2080  1,480.11 1,480.11  

Central Dispatch/E911 Fund - 2110  496.29 496.29  

Central Dispatch CIP – 2118  7,837.34 7,837.34  

Friend of the Court Office – 2151  423.88 423.88  

Helath Department Fund - 2210  16,232.91 16,232.91  

Solid Waste – 2211  23,678.69 23,678.69  

Transportation Grant – 2300  2,092.25 2,092.25  

Register of Deeds Automation Fund – 2560  1,000.00 1,000.00  

Indigent Defense – 2600  231.40 231.40  

Law Library Fund - 2690  2,221.20 2,221.20  

Grants – 2790  7,880.00 7,880.00  

Child Care-Circuit/Family - 2921  7,304.28 7,304.28  

Soldiers Relief Fund – 2930  971.77 971.77  

Senior Millage – 2950  912.00 912.00  

Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund - 6160  205.17 205.17  

Tax Reversion Fund – 2018 - 6209  1,800.00 1,800.00  

Self-Insurance Fund - 6770  371,247.98 371,247.98  

Drain Fund - 8010  25,481.55 25,481.55  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS 

 

$547,476.08 $547,476.08  
 

 

June 11, 2021 

  

 

TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 1010  140,575.51 140,575.51  

Park/Recreation Fund – 2080  2,262.91 2,262.91  

Friend of the Court Office – 2151  398.85 398.85  

Helath Department Fund - 2210  3,672.31 3,672.31  

Solid Waste – 2211  4,343.91 4,343.91  

Transportation Grant – 2300  57,255.99 57,255.99  

Capital Improvement Fund - 2450  9,750.52 9,750.52  

Indigent Defense – 2600  30.75 30.75  
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Concealed Pistol Licensing Fund - 2635  215.44 215.44  

Grants – 2790  3,120.06 3,120.06  

Victims Rights Grant - 2791  148.02 148.02  

Wayland Township – 2806  50.00 50.00  

Child Care-Circuit/Family - 2921  42,158.87 42,158.87  

Soldiers Relief Fund – 2930  483.49 483.49  

Senior Millage – 2950  1,692.88 1,692.88  

Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund - 6160  8,115.23 8,115.23  

Drain Equip Revolving – 6390  138.18 138.18  

Self-Insurance Fund - 6770  831.06 831.06  

Drain Fund - 8010  675.00 675.00  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS 

 

$275,918.98 $275,918.98  
 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners adopts the 

report of claims for June 4, 2021 and June 11, 2021. 

Moved by Commissioner Thiele, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to adopt 

the report of claims for June 4, 2021 and June 11, 2021. Motion carried by 

roll call vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS – ADOPT OFF ROAD VEHICLE ORDINANCE 

20/ Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Cain to take 

immediate action and adopt the Off Road Vehicle Ordinance #1015 as 

presented. Discussion followed. 

 Moved by Commissioner Cain, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to call 

the question. Motion failed by roll call vote. Yeas: Kapenga, Storey, 

DeYoung and Cain. Nays: Thiele, Jessup and Dugan. 

 Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Thiele to table 

the motion. Motion failed by roll call vote. Yeas: Thiele and Dugan. Nays: 

Kapenga, Storey, DeYoung, Jessup and Cain. 

 

WHEREAS, a public hearing, duly noticed, was held virtually and in 

the Board Room, County Services Building on June 10, 2021 at 1:00 PM, to 

allow public comment. 

 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that upon hearing public comment, the Board 

of Commissioners hereby adopts the Off Road Vehicle (ORV) Ordinance as 

presented; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the ORV Ordinance #1015 shall take effect 

July 1, 2021 after publication of notice of its adoption; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that notice of said ordinance shall be 

published in a newspaper of general circulation in Allegan County; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED County Administration shall post the said 

ordinance under the Board of Commissioners webpage; and  
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 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Clerk is authorized to publish and 

post notices of this ordinance to inform the general public of its 

adoption. 

 Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Cain to take 

immediate action and adopt the Off Road Vehicle Ordinance #1015 as 

presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: Kapenga, Storey, 

DeYoung, Jessup and Cain. Nays: Thiele and Dugan. 

 Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Jessup to have 

the ordinance take effect and be published on July 1, 2021. Motion carried 

by roll call vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
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BREAK – 3:21 P.M. 

21/ Upon reconvening at 3:32 P.M., the following Commissioners were 

present: Commissioner Kapenga, Storey, Thiele, DeYoung, Jessup, Dugan and 

Cain. Absent: None. 

 

ACTION ITEMS: 

 

2021 MILLAGE LEVY – SET COUNTY MILLAGE RATES 

22/   WHEREAS, pursuant to State Law (MCL 141.412 and 141.413), a notice of 

a public hearing concerning the 2021 County Budget was published in the 

Allegan County News, a newspaper of general circulation, on October 1, 

2020 and a public hearing concerning the budget was held on October 8, 

2020; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners (Board) adopted a Fiscal Year 2021 

Appropriation on October 8, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, having held said hearing, the Board has determined the levy of 

said proposed millage to be in the best interests of the County. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board hereby approves the following 

millages to be levied throughout the County of Allegan in the year of 

2021:  

 County Operating Tax           4.4925 

 Allocated – Veterans Relief Fund  0.0200 

 TOTAL COUNTY OPERATING    4.5125 

  

 COUNTY ROAD TAX     0.9760 

 SENIOR SERVICES     0.4811 

 MEDICAL CARE FACILITY    0.2475 

 ALLEGAN COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT 0.0990 

 TOTAL COUNTY MILLAGE    6.3161 

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED that the Board Chairperson and 

County Clerk are authorized to sign the necessary documents on behalf of 

the Board.  

 Moved by Commissioner Thiele, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS – ESTABLISH WATER STUDY WORKGROUP 

23/ WHEREAS, on May 13, the Board of Commissioners (Board) accepted the 

Public Health’s report to construct a water study workgroup; and 

WHEREAS, on May 27, the Board accepted the Water Study Group 

Memorandum from the County Administrator which further vetted the 

workgroup’s tasks and deliverables; and 

WHEREAS, the memorandum also provided revisions to the workgroup 

composition of which those positions would be appointed by the Board 

through appropriate notice. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board establishes the following 

positions and their representative description/role to serve on the County 

Water Study Workgroup: 
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County Water Study Workgroup 

Position: Description/Role # of Seats 

(13 Total) 

County 

Commissioners 

Represent the citizenry of 

Allegan County and have direct 

links to the Boards of the Local 

Units of Government (LUG) 

2 

Manager or 

Supervisor of a 

Local Unit of 

Government. 

Represent the LUG perspective. 

Many LUGs use ground water for 

their municipal water 

supply.  The local units may 

directly use the study, possibly 

for direction of their master 

plans. 

1 

Municipal Water 

Supply 

Supervisor or 

Technician 

Represent technical expertise 

relative to Municipal Water 

Supplies. 

1 

Academia (Not 

directly related 

to the 

development of 

the groundwater 

study) 

Provide perspective not only 

scholastically, but also the 

latest in technology and how the 

study can be best utilized. 

1 

Agricultural 

Businesses: 

Growers & 

Livestock 

Agricultural businesses are some 

of the biggest users of the 

ground water in the county, not 

only for irrigation purposes but 

for watering of animals. Their 

businesses are directly affected 

by the availability and quality 

of ground water. Some farmers, in 

the dry times of the year, can 

use several thousands of gallons 

of water/day. 

1 

 

Allegan County 

Conservation 

District (ACCD) 

ACCD work with many Allegan 

County agricultural businesses 

and are committed, as evidenced 

by their vision, to help sustain 

the natural resources for future 

generations. ACCD is familiar 

with the mechanisms of the 

Allegan County agricultural 

businesses as well as the hydro-

lithology of Allegan County. 

1 

Real Estate: 

Builder, 

According to the survey by the 

Health Department, 7% of 

developers are planning on 

1 
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Developer, and 

Realtor- 

developing in Allegan County 

using individual wells. Allegan 

County utilizes ground water or 

on-site wells for their potable 

water source. 

Industrial Some businesses in Allegan County 

rely on ground not only for 

potable water supply, but also 

for industrial processes.  Some 

of these businesses can use up to 

one million gallons of water/day.  

1 

Well Driller Provide insight, experience and 

knowledge.  

Any policy or water management 

planning can directly or 

indirectly impact this sector. 

1 

Restaurant Owner Several restaurant owners have 

on-site wells for their water 

supply.  Restaurants have a 

vested interest. If their water 

supplies were to become tainted 

it would put their businesses in 

jeopardy. 

1 

Community Member 

(owner of a 

private water 

supply) 

Represent the perspective of 

private water supplies in Allegan 

County which is very large. 

1 

Tribal Member The tribe uses groundwater and 

represents a portion of the 

constituency of Allegan County. 

They have a direct interest into 

the success and protection of the 

ground water of Allegan County. 

1 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that with the exception of Commissioner 

positions, members of this workgroup shall be considered 

volunteers.  Mileage reimbursement for in-person attendance if applicable, 

shall be provided for those who request it and are not eligible to receive 

reimbursement by other means; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED with the exception of Commissioner, Tribal and 

District positions, County Administration will post these available 

positions on the County’s website until filled and provide adequate notice 

in the local newspaper. 

 Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
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SHERIFF’S VEHICLE FLEET – AUTHORIZE INVENTORY EXPANSION AND PURCHASE  

24/ WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners (Board) authorized two additional 

Sheriff positions in 2019, one Deputy and one Detective; and  

 WHEREAS, the Board in its approved 2021-2022 Strategic Plan approved 

four additional Sheriff positions in fiscal year 2022, three Deputies and 

one Detective; and 

 WHEREAS, this has created a need for six additional vehicles to 

support service delivery; and    

 WHEREAS, the cost to purchase these vehicles with equipment is 

projected to be $240,400.  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board authorizes the County 

Administrator to increase the current Sheriff Vehicle fleet by 6 vehicles: 

Vehicle Description: Cost per vehicle 

with equipment: 

Additional CIP 

Requested: 

(4) Police 

interceptor vehicle 

$46,000 $184,000 

(2) Unmarked 

passenger vehicles 

$28,200 $56,400 

; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board authorizes the capital 

purchase of four police interceptor vehicle and two unmarked passenger 

vehicles at a cost not to exceed $240,400; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board authorizes the funds from the 

Capital Improvement Fund (#2450); and 

 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Board Chairperson and/or the County 

Administrator are authorized to sign the necessary documents on behalf of 

the County and that the Executive Director of Finance is authorized to 

make the necessary budget adjustments to complete this action. 

 Moved by Commissioner Thiele, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS—ESTABLISH BROADBAND ACTION WORKGROUP 

25/ WHEREAS, on June 10, 2021, the Board reviewed a Memorandum from the 

County Administrator which outlined a recommendation of positions to be 

appointed in the creation of a Broadband Action Workgroup; and 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board establishes the following 

positions to serve on the Broadband Action Workgroup: 

 

Position: # of Seats (11 

Total) 

County Commissioner 1 

City or Township 

Representative. 

3 

(Geographically 

distinct 

positions to 

ensure county-

wide 

representation) 
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The following positions shall represent 

specific experience and knowledge 

relative to the needs, challenges or 

development of broadband infrastructure. 

Agri-business 1 

Industry/Large Employer 1 

Medical Industry 1 

Economic Development 1 

Holland Board of Public 

Works (BPW) 

1 

Allegan Area Educational 

Service Agency (AAESA) 

1 

Local Public Schools 1 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that with the exception of the Commissioner 

position, members of this workgroup shall be considered 

volunteers.  Mileage reimbursement for in-person attendance if applicable, 

shall be provided for those who request it and are not eligible to receive 

reimbursement by other means; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED County Administration will post these 

available positions, with the exception of the Commissioner, Holland BPW 

and AAESA positions, on the County’s website until filled and provide 

adequate notice in the local newspaper. 

 Moved by Commissioner Thiele, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

RESOLUTION TO EXTEND DECLARATION OF THE STATE OF EMERGENCY FOR THE COUNTY 

OF ALLEGAN 

26/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Jessup to take 

the resolution to extend declaration of the State of Emergency for the 

county of Allegan off the table. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 7 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 Administrator Sarro updated the board on the potential impact of 

letting the declaration of the State of Emergency expire or extending it. 

Discussion followed and no action was taken to extend the State of 

Emergency. 

 

COURTHOUSE ENTRANCE X-RAY MACHINE 

27/ WHEREAS, the Board has previously authorized the placement of an x-

ray machine in 2005 and such was not implemented due to space 

restrictions; and 

WHEREAS, the new Courthouse Entrance was designed with space to 

accommodate the future deployment of an x-ray machine; and 

WHEREAS, the new entrance is scheduled to be completed before the 

end of the year; and 

WHEREAS, the Sheriff’s Office is recommending an earlier purchase of 

an x-ray machine so it may be deployed upon immediate opening with the 

public; and 
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WHEREAS, based on several quotes obtained in 2020, an x-ray machine 

with appropriate accessories, delivery, installation and training is 

likely to cost between $35,000 and $45,000. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Allegan County Board of 

Commissioners approves the inclusion of a Courthouse Entrance X-Ray 

Machine into the 2020 Capital Plan (2450.261.977.00.00) for an amount of 

$50,000; and  

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED the Executive Director of Finance is 

authorized to make the necessary budget adjustments to complete this 

action. 

 Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS: 

28/ Administrator Rob Sarro noted his written report was submitted to 

Commissioners. Highlights included: jury management software; vandalism to 

county facility trucks; resource recovery updates; and courthouse 

construction project updates. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 

29/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and as 

there were no comments from the public, he closed the meeting to public 

participation. 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

30/ Commissioner Kapenga requested a future agenda item to discuss 

vaccine passports. 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL JUNE 24, 2021 AT 1:00 P.M. 

31/ Moved by Commissioner Thiele, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

adjourn until June 24, 2021 at 1:00 P.M. The motion carried by roll call 

vote and the meeting was adjourned at 5:01 P.M. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 

votes. 
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Jennifer White 

 
 

2020 
ANNUAL REPORT 
 

ALLEGAN COUNTY 
PROBATE COURT 
 



 

 

Mission Statement 
 
The mission of the Allegan County Probate Court is to administer justice with fairness, 
equality, and integrity, to resolve matters before the court in a timely manner, and to 
provide courteous and prompt service in a manner that inspires trust and confidence. 
 

Goals 
 

• To process all matters within the time guidelines set by the State Court 
Administrative Office  

• To ensure the compliance of Court-appointed fiduciaries with statutes and courts 
rules, in order to safeguard protected individuals and their property  

• To efficiently process and adjudicate all matters before the Court  
• To provide excellent customer service to all those with business before the Court 

 
Probate Court Authority 
 
Article VI Section 15 of the Michigan Constitution provides that “the jurisdiction, powers 
and duties of the probate court and of the judges thereof shall be provided by law.” 
Through the promulgation of the Estates and Protected Individuals Code (EPIC), the 
Mental Health Code, and other acts, the legislature has conferred jurisdiction to the 
Probate Court over: 
 

• Decedent Estate Proceedings  
• Civil Actions 
• Trust Proceedings 
• Minor Guardianship Proceedings 
• Guardianships of Incapacitated Individuals 
• Protective Orders 
• Conservatorships 
• Guardianships of Individuals with Developmental Disabilities 
• Involuntary Commitments of Mentally Ill Persons 
• Drain Appeals 
• Delayed Registration of Foreign Birth  
• Secret Marriages  

 

  



 

 

Probate Staff 

Honorable Judge Michael Buck  

 

Michael (Mike) Buck was elected Allegan County 

Probate Judge in 2000, upon the retirement of Hon. 

George Greig.  Mike currently serves as Chief 

Probate Judge, Presiding Family Court Judge, and 

Chair of the Allegan County Judicial Council. Before 

becoming a judge, he served over 20 years as an 

Allegan County Assistant Prosecuting Attorney. In 

that time period, he successfully handled cases from 

drunk driving to first degree murder.  He specialized 

in cases involving abuse of children, making his 

current responsibilities as Presiding Family Court 

Judge, a natural fit. In addition to presiding over 

cases involving neglect and abuse of children, Judge 

Buck’s authority includes adoptions, name changes, 

juvenile delinquency, wills, trusts, guardianships, mentally ill proceedings, and the 

safekeeping of election results for delivery to the Allegan County Board of Canvassers.  

Judge Buck was born and raised in Southwest Michigan.  He has worked many different 

jobs on his career path to the bench. He caddied for golfers, cleaned offices and 

bathrooms as a janitor, worked all hours of the day and night as a security guard, pumped 

gas at a marina, cleaned animal pens at an amusement park, and labored at various 

factory jobs in the Benton Harbor area. He majored in Psychology and received his 

Teaching Certificate while attending the University of Michigan. He received his law 

degree from Cooley Law School, while working full time. His interest in Family Law began 

early, as his parents provided a home for foster children and successfully navigated the 

adoption process. Mike especially enjoys making each and every adoption hearing a real 

celebration.  



 

 

Probate Staff 

 

 
Jonathan K. Blair   Jennifer Callaway    Jennifer White 

Probate Administrator   Deputy Probate Register  Deputy Probate 
Register    

 
And Welcome --  Alicia Blik, Judicial Secretary to Hon. Michael L. Buck 
 

Alicia joined the office in summer of 2020.  She 

replaced Amy Cornell who took a position with the 

Youth Home.  Alicia has been a wonderful addition 

to Probate Court and we are sincerely grateful to 

have her.   

 

Alicia was recently married on June 4th, splitting 

her new husband’s birthday of June 3rd and 

Alicia’s of June 5th. Alicia has a wonderful new 

family with four step-children   

  



 

 

Probate Court Caseload 
 

 
 
In 2020 the Probate Court handled a total of 745 new filings. This has remained consistent 

as 2019 there were a total of 750 new and pending cases handled by the Probate Court, 

and 750 in 2018. The majority of these were comprised of decedents’ estates (210, up 

from 181 in 2019), mental health proceedings (195), adult guardianships (105) and minor 

guardianships (105).  Overall, the pandemic had only a minor effect on filings.   

 

The orange represents the total dispositions, or resolutions for cases.  The Probate Court 

disposition rate exceeds the SCAO recommended standards and is above average for 

the State.   
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Caseload Trends 
 

 
 
2020 saw a very minor reduction in cases. 2018 and 2019 had the same case load 

numbers. In prior years the caseload had been consistently rising (notwithstanding the 

decreases in overall caseload in 2009 and 2016). There were 578 new and pending cases 

handled by the Court in 2008 and 750 in 2018 and 2019, which represents a 30% increase 

in overall caseload. Most notably, since 2015 Deceased Estates have increased from 186 

to 210, a 13% increase, Guardianships have increased 21%, and Minor Guardianship 

have increased 28% during the same time. These number will continue to increase as 

Allegan County population increases and ages.   
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Expenditures 
 
Below are charts showing the allocated operational budget for the Probate Court, actual 

expenditures, revenues budgeted, and the actual revenues collected from 2010 to 2020. 

Since 2010, the Court has been allocated an average operational budget of $99,875.36. 

During that same period, the Court spent an average of $87,841.18 per year.  
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Cost Per Case 
 

 
 
The 2020 cost per case saw a marked decrease from $119.74 in 2019 to $82 in 2020. 

This is a result of reduced operations during the pandemic.  These costs are returning or 

already have returned and the 2019 amount of $119.74 is a more accurate depiction of 

the cost per case.   

 

Attorney and GAL Fees  
 
Attorney Fees 

continue to be the 

single largest 

expenditure for the 

Court.  In 2010 the 

Court expended 

$14,068 on 

Attorneys and GAL 

fees.  In 2019 that 

cost was $25,154 

– a 79% increase. However, 2020’s stats were lower, however this is a result of fewer in 

person hearings due to the pandemic. GALs were unable to make in person visits.  The 

services provided by the GALs and attorneys are invaluable to the Court and public.  The 
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Court relies on the hard work from these individuals to provide necessary services.  While 

the overall cost is high, the amount paid to individuals in relatively low.  Our current fee 

structure is actually one of the lowest in the area.  This makes finding replacement 

attorneys difficult and continues to put a strain on current providers.   

 

Revenues  
  
Although most of the Probate Court’s revenues are dependent on filing fees and requests 

for copies, during the past five years the Court has collected an average of $38,087 per 

year, and exceeded the average amount it has budgeted for revenue collection over the 

past 10 years.  

 

PROBATE REVENUES 
Year Misc Fees Probate Court 

Fees 
Petition 

Fee 
Certified 
Copies 

Budgeted Amount 
Collected 

2010 5,024.07  23,163.37  5,500.00  5,083.00  36,000.00  38,770.44  

2011 4,335.29  27,996.60  5,357.40  4,924.00  36,000.00  42,613.29  

2012 5,657.72  22,858.40  5,198.80  4,760.40  39,000.00  38,475.32  

2013 708.52  21,061.18  4,916.04  5,419.60  39,000.00  32,105.34  

2014 5,131.04  25,608.96  5,800.99  5,985.38  38,250.00  42,526.37  

2015 1,438.00  28,021.11  5,910.60  4,864.35  34,000.00  40,234.06  

2016 811.45  22,853.84  4,638.22  3,587.00  35,500.00  31,890.51  

2017 338.18  27,412.05  5,195.45  4,833.75  36,000.00  37,779.43  

2018 4,085.49  22,832.18  4,122.00  4,351.00  36,000.00  35,390.67  

2019 7,893.42  24,805.65  4,358.20  4,670.50  36,000.00  41,727.77  

2020 2,929.30  25,573.68  4,284.24  4,663.00  36,000.00  37,450.22  

Average 3,486.59  24,744.27  5,025.63  4,831.09  36,522.73  38,087.58  

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

Attorney Fee Recovery for Mental Health Proceedings 
 
Last year the Court began utilizing a free online accounting tool geared toward small 

businesses called Wave. This website has assisted the Court in generating and tracking 

invoices for reimbursement of the attorney fees it pays in connection with mental health 

proceedings.  Like most things the Pandemic decreased collections, but overall this 

recovery system has been beneficial for the Court.   
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Court’s professional guardian reimbursement program 
 
Since 2017 the Court has greatly benefited from funding the County provided for its 

professional guardian reimbursement program.  This allows guardians to be reimbursed 

up for $60 per month per ward for services provided.  Without this service professional 

guardians and thus any guardian would be unavailable for a number of wards.  In 2019 

six guardian services were able to use the program to provide for 42 wards.  This has 

increased to 45 in 2020 and 51 in 2021.   

 

Probate and the Pandemic  

During the Pandemic Probate Court was able to remain open and provide all services to 

the public.  The Court’s continued operation is due to the dedication and work ethic of its 

staff.  Staff has rotated at-home work with necessary in-office work while limiting exposure 

to other staff and the public.  Judge Buck and Alicia were in the building daily, while 

remaining staff rotated or worked from home depending on need.  The pandemic was not 

easy for anyone, but thankfully services remained available and overall matters ran 

smoothly.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

2018 Public Satisfaction Survey 

 

The court’s 2020 survey was cancelled due to Covid 

concerns.  Below are excerpts from the last survey.  
 
Every two years the Probate Court distributes a public satisfaction survey to the public, in 

coordination with the Circuit and District Courts. 
The survey is developed by the State Court 
Administrative Office, and assists the Probate 
Court in identifying its strengths, providing 
positive feedback to employees, and targeting 
areas for improvement.   
 
In the Court’s last survey, 100% of court users 
agreed or strongly agreed that they were treated 
with courtesy and respect by court staff. Court 
users also overwhelmingly indicated that they 

were able to get their business done in a reasonable amount of time and that their cases 
were handled fairly.  

 
Below are a sample of comments the Court received from members of the public in the 
2018 public satisfaction survey: 
 
 

    “Very fast and efficient.” 
   – Family/friend of party to case  

 
 

“Work well with Probate Judge 
& staff.” 

       – Agency Worker 
 
 

“Fast and friendly.” 
 – Personal Representative of an Estate  
 
 

The results of the survey, notes from the public and other feedback indicate that the 
Probate Court continues to maintain high levels of public satisfaction. The Court had 
planned to administer another public satisfaction survey in 2020 the effects of the COIVD-
19 Pandemic have put these plans on hold.   

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
  

Current Information and Key Contacts 
  
 
Allegan County Probate Court  
113 Chestnut Street 
Allegan, MI 49010 
Phone: (269) 673-0250 
Fax: (269) 686-5157 
http://cms.allegancounty.org/sites/Office/Probate 
 
 
 
Hon. Michael L. Buck 
Chief Probate Judge 
mbuck@allegancounty.org 
 
Alicia Blik    
Judicial Secretary/Court Recorder 
ANevenzel@ALLEGANCOUNTY.ORG 
(269) 673-0532 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jonathan K. Blair 
Probate Register/Court Administrator 
jblair@allegancounty.org 
(269) 686-4633 
 
Jennifer Callaway 
Deputy Probate Register 
jcallaway@allegancounty.org 
(269) 686-4624 
 
Jennifer White 
Deputy Probate Register 
jwhite@allegancounty.org 
(269) 673-0250 

 
 



S T A T E  O F  M I C H I G A N 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF ALLEGAN 

FINANCE – CLAIMS & INTERFUND TRANSFERS 
 

WHEREAS, Administration has compiled the following claims for 
6/18/21 and 6/25/21; and 

WHEREAS, the following claims, which are chargeable against the 
County, were audited in accordance with Section 46.61 to 46.63, 
inclusive, M.C.L. 1970 as amended and resolutions of the Board; and 

WHEREAS, said claims are listed in the 2021 Claims folder of the 
Commissioners’ Record of Claims. 
 

June 18, 2021 

  

 
TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED AMOUNT ALLOWED 
AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 1010  247,692.36 247,692.36  

Park/Recreation Fund – 2080  3,355.69 3,355.69  

Central Dispatch/E911 Fund - 2110  3,314.56 3,314.56  

Central Dispatch CIP - 2118  7,397.61 7,397.61  

Health Department Fund - 2210  24,672.38 24,672.38  

Solid Waste – 2211  50,531.67 50,531.67  

Transportation Grant – 2300  271.02 271.02  
Register Of Deeds Automation Fund – 
2560 

 
134.16 134.16  

Indigent Defense – 2600  281.24 281.24  
Palisades Emergency Planning 
Facility UP - 2630 

 
1,224.14 1,224.14  

Drug Law Enforcement Fund-Prosecutor 
– 2651 

 
324.21 324.21  

Grants – 2790  4,915.00 4,915.00  

Wayland Township - 2806  840.79 840.79  

Child Care-Circuit/Family - 2921  4,850.04 4,850.04  

Soldiers Relief Fund – 2930  144.12 144.12  

Senior Millage – 2950  1,914.31 1,914.31  

Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund - 6160  417.89 417.89  

Tax Reversion – 6200  63.99 63.99  

Drain Equip Revolving – 6390  36.01 36.01  

Fleet Management - 6612  1,511.86 1,511.86  

Self-Insurance Fund - 6770  14,562.92 14,562.92  

Drain Fund - 8010  19,605.78 19,605.78  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS 

 

$388,061.75 $388,061.75  
 
 



June 25, 2021 

  

 
TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 
AMOUNT 
ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 
DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 1010  38,039.76 38,039.76  

Central Dispatch/E911 Fund - 2110  23,711.14 23,711.14  

Friend of the Court Office – 2151  2,830.80 2,830.80  

Health Department Fund – 2210  9,452.15 9,452.15  

Transportation Grant – 2300  12,613.77 12,613.77  

Capital Improvement Fund – 2450  1,617.50 1,617.50  

Animal Shelter – 2550  6,438.00 6,438.00  
Register Of Deeds Automation Fund – 
2560 

 
395.00 395.00  

Indigent Defense – 2600  7,233.45 7,233.45  

Grants – 2790  30,997.01 30,997.01  

Child Care-Circuit/Family - 2921  12,064.66 12,064.66  

Senior Millage – 2950  163,859.69 163,859.69  

Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund - 6160  93.97 93.97  

Drain Equip Revolving – 6390  53.27 53.27  

Fleet Management - 6612  232.27 232.27  

Self-Insurance Fund - 6770  682.58 682.58  

Drain Fund - 8010  83,996.11 83,996.11  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS 

 

$394,311.13 $394,311.13  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners adopts 
the report of claims for 6/18/21, 6/25/21 and interfund transfers. 
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Leadership

• Board of 16 members elected 
by commissioners

• Two seats from each of six 
regions ensure broad 
representation

• MAC Board meets four times a 
year: Legislative Conference, 
June, Annual Conference, 
November

• Elections held in 
August/September at Annual 
Conference

2



Leadership

Veronica Klinefelt
President

Stan Ponstein
Second Vice President

Phil Kuyers
First Vice President

Stephan W. Currie
Executive Director
scurrie@micounties.org
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MAC

4

• Advocacy: To be the voice of 
Michigan counties at the state and 
federal level

• Education: To provide educational 
opportunities to county 
commissioners to ensure they can do 
their jobs to the best of their abilities

• Services: To make available services 
that counties can take advantage of 
that save their staff time and money 

What is Purpose of MAC?



COVID-19 Aid

American Rescue Plan

• $1.9 billion direct to Michigan 
counties

• Funding for COVID-related expenses, 
water and broadband projects and 
replacement of revenue loss due to 
pandemic

• Revenue loss could materialize in the 
future 

• Coordination of efforts with locals, 
businesses and service providers

• $3.9 billion ask for state matching 
funds

5

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Visit MAC’s website and our Resources Page for latest news on COVID aidVisit coproplus.org for consulting contracts to aid on ARP tracking



MAC 2021 Priorities

• Extending County Commissioner Terms to Four Years

• Enacting Reforms to Improve the Functioning of 
Local Courts

• Bolstering Michigan’s System of Financing Local 
Government

• Ensuring the State Covers Costs for Property Tax 
Exemptions

• Adopting Measures to Reverse Damage Inflicted by 
“Dark Stores”

• Bolstering Michigan’s Human Services Programs
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Legislative Update

4-year Commissioner Terms

• Michigan is among only 5 states in 
nation that limit all commissioner 
terms to 2 years

• All other elected county officials 
receive 4-year terms

• MAC supports Senate Bills 242 & 
245, which would enact 4-year 
terms, starting with 2024 
presidential election
o Bills passed Senate 32-4
o Now in House committee

7

Presenter
Presentation Notes
-Bills cleared Senate 32-4 in June; next action is in House-MAC appreciates aid of Sens. McBroom and Moss in this bipartisan effort-Be sure to visit the MAC advocacy center on the member portal of our website to add your name to the campaign for passage



Legislative Update

Reforms for Local Courts

• Create a Trial Court Fund that receives 
revenue from the General Fund and 
trial court assessments and payments 
and distributes those funds to trial 
courts based on caseloads, case types 
and basic operational needs

• Create a state-funded case 
management system to enhance 
court technology and get all courts 
using the same system

8

Presenter
Presentation Notes
-Trial Court Funding Commission reported, in 2019, that Michigan’s court system amounts to amounts to between $1.14 billion and $1.44 billion.�-The report also found that the percentage of local court operations expenses covered by state general fund was just over 2%.-First bill introduced related to the report recommendations, HB 4447 (Lightner) is a small piece of the bigger puzzle to streamline judicial salaries. HB 4447 has judicial salaries fully funded by the state and cuts out the county middleman reimbursement process to ease administrative burden. (Hearing will be March 23, MAC supports). 



Legislative Update

Local Government Finance Reforms

• Secure a dedicated revenue stream to 
support a county revenue sharing trust fund

• Ensure stable and sufficiently funded 
revenue streams for new or increases in 
mandated services 

• Create a tourism reinvestment excise tax for 
our counties

• Re-open the window of opportunity for 
counties to transfer their foreclosure 
responsibilities to the state

• Exempt special millages from tax capture 
and allow for opting out of tax captures at 
the expiration of the original plan agreement
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Legislative Update

Property Tax 
Exemptions

• Moratorium – winners & losers
• Veteran exemptions
• Poverty, commercial, 

foreclosures
• Nonprofit & charitable
• Expansion of PPT exemptions

o Solar and alternative energy
o Broadband
o Heavy equipment
o Micro-fulfillment centers
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Legislative Update

Human Services

• Ensure state fulfills obligation to fund 
100% of new costs to cover 17-year-
olds entering juvenile justice system on 
Oct 1, 2021, pursuant to statute and 
data from family courts

• Amend County Veteran Service Fund 
to ensure emergent relief expenses are 
eligible; provide 1-year reduction to a 
county MOE (HB 4122/Glenn)

11

• Mental health: Senate vs. House proposals
o Shirkey plan prompts concern
o Whiteford bills (HBs 4925-929) create state entity to manage MH 
services
o MAC supports local control on MH, using evidence-based services

Presenter
Presentation Notes
MENTAL HEALTHSenate Majority Leader Shirkey released “Gearing Toward Integration” proposal which “create a fully integrated health care delivery system.” The proposal was met with concern and constructive criticism by PIHP/CMH’s and counties.  -House DHHS Approps Chair Whiteford proposed legislation at the end of May (HB’s 4925-499). Completely different from the Senate proposal. Create 1 state entity to manage behavioral health services, an Administrative Service Organization (ASO), rather than the current administrative function using the 10 prepaid inpatient health plans. -MAC supports maintaining a locally governed public mental health system with community and evidence-based mental health care. Some of the changes in the House proposal may prove to create administrative efficiency and cost savings, however there are some concerns to be worked through as to the shift to state oversight and where dollars come from (State vs county). VETERANS: HB 4122 passed out of full House, now before Senate; it includes “a one-year reduction to a county MOE” to FY 21 and FY 22 reductionSenate Majority Leader Shirky has reupped his priority to integrate mental and physical health funds. MAC has engaged to be at the table- expressed support to maintain a public system and locally governed boards. We will continue to partner with the CMH Association and support their efforts in any restructuring of the system. Raise the Age fund included $9M in gov’s rec- this is for county/court NON-CCF eligible cost. CCF eligible cost are required to be covered at 100% for 17-year-olds per the statute.DHHS has initiated to all courts/counties an intent to apply grant process for these RTA funds. 



Legislative Update

Addressing Infrastructure Needs

• Adopt legislation to adequately fund 
infrastructure upgrades, such as roads, bridges 
and the separation of storm and sanitary sewers

• FY22 budget expectations
o Governor seeks more local revenue options for 

roads
o $300M to fix 120 local bridges
o $290M for Michigan Clean Water Plan
o $40M for high water level and coastal erosion 

planning
o $15M for a dam safety emergency fund
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Advocacy

MAC Policy Committees

• MAC has six committees that study legislation and make 
recommendations to the MAC Board:

– Finance and General Government – Meets the 1st Friday at 10 a.m.
– Environmental, Natural Resources and Regulatory Affairs – Meets the 
2nd Friday at 10 a.m.
– Health and Human Services – Meets the 4th Monday at 10 a.m.
– Judiciary and Public Safety – Meets the 4th Monday at 2 p.m.
– Transportation – Meets the 4th Friday at 10 a.m.
– Agriculture and Tourism – Meets at the call of the chair

• To join a MAC committee, fill out application at micounties.org
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
-Visit MAC website (members section) to see current platforms and committee details-MAC Board President makes final decision on committee apps/assignments



Advocacy

• Provides financial support to incumbent state legislators who are 
friends of county government

• 31 former county commissioners now serving in the Michigan 
Legislature (MAC County Caucus)
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Advocacy

Meghann Keit-Corrion
Governmental Affairs 
Associate
keit@micounties.org

Deena Bosworth
Director of
Governmental Affairs
bosworth@micounties.org

Your MAC Team
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Hannah Sweeney
Governmental Affairs 
Assistant
sweeney@micounties.
org

mailto:keit@micounties.org
mailto:bosworth@micounties.org
mailto:keit@micounties.org


Services

Conferences

Summer Regional Summits
• July 19, 22, 26, 29

Annual Conference (summer/fall)
• Sept. 26-28, 2021

MAC conferences provide top 
speakers, intensive policy workshops 
and plenty of opportunities to 
network with county leaders

16

Presenter
Presentation Notes
RS registration open for 4 sites (GR, Frankenmuth, Escanaba and Gaylord) at micounties.org – in-person eventsAC registration expected to open at end of June



Services

Communications

• Full suite of social media 
channels

• Podcast 83 is MAC’s 
video briefing on news 
and trends in county 
government

• Website has county 
resolutions database; 
digital advocacy tools; 
conference archives

17

@MIcounties

@MIcounties
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MIcounties
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201-910 

S T A T E  O F  M I C H I G A N 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF ALLEGAN 

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT—LAGOON VALVE REPAIR/REPLACEMENT 

 

WHEREAS, the underground valve controlling flow between 

sewage lagoons #1 and #2 has failed for an unknown reason and 

cannot be opened to drain Lagoon; and 

WHEREAS, if the valve is not returned to an operational 

state, lagoon #1 is expected to reach its capacity by mid-

summer; and 

WHEREAS, to restore operation, it will be necessary to 

unearth the valve to diagnose the problem whose remedy may be as 

simple as making a minor repair or it may require a full 

replacement; and 

WHEREAS, based on one estimate, a project to fully replace 

the valve may cost up to $35,075 and there are potential 

unknowns given that the valve is buried at a depth of 13 feet 

and material costs are unstable; and 

WHEREAS, a request for proposal process has already been 

initiated to solicit formal bids which may result in more 

favorable pricing. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners 

approves funding the Lagoon Valve Replacement as a capital 

improvement project (2450.272.972.00.00) for an amount not to 

exceed $45,000; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED the County Administrator is 

authorized to sign necessary documents on behalf of the County 

and the Executive Director of Finance is authorized to make the 

necessary budget adjustments to complete this action. 

 

 



PAGE 1 of 1

Date: 5/27/2021

RFA#: 201910

Request Type Budget Adjustments or Transfers
Department Requesting Facilities Mgmt
Submitted By Valdis Kalnins on behalf of Carl Chapman
Contact Information cchapman@allegancounty.org

 
 
Select a Request Type to reveal and complete required form.

ALLEGAN COUNTY  
REQUEST FOR ACTION FORM

Completed RFA form must be attached to a work order request 
through the Track-It System.  If you have any questions regarding 
this process, please contact Administration @ ext. 2633.

Revenue

Expense

Fund, Activity, Account:

2450.272.972.00.00

Amount $45,000.00
Explanation / Description:

Mid-year capital appropriation needed to fund the repair and/or replacement of the underground valve that allows for the transfer of liquid 
sewage between Lagoon #1 and #2 at the County Services Complex.  The valve has unexpectedly stopped working and can't be opened to 
drain Lagoon #1.

FROM:
Contingency

Fund Balance

Account: 2450 000 000 00 00. . . .

TO:

2450 272 972 00 00. . . .Account:

Amount $45,000.00
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