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Leadership

• Board of 16 members elected 
by commissioners

• Two seats from each of six 
regions ensure broad 
representation

• MAC Board meets four times a 
year: Legislative Conference, 
June, Annual Conference, 
November

• Elections held in 
August/September at Annual 
Conference
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Leadership

Veronica Klinefelt
President

Stan Ponstein
Second Vice President

Phil Kuyers
First Vice President

Stephan W. Currie
Executive Director
scurrie@micounties.org
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MAC
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• Advocacy: To be the voice of 
Michigan counties at the state and 
federal level

• Education: To provide educational 
opportunities to county 
commissioners to ensure they can do 
their jobs to the best of their abilities

• Services: To make available services 
that counties can take advantage of 
that save their staff time and money 

What is Purpose of MAC?



COVID-19 Aid

American Rescue Plan

• $1.9 billion direct to Michigan 
counties

• Funding for COVID-related expenses, 
water and broadband projects and 
replacement of revenue loss due to 
pandemic

• Revenue loss could materialize in the 
future 

• Coordination of efforts with locals, 
businesses and service providers

• $3.9 billion ask for state matching 
funds
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Visit MAC’s website and our Resources Page for latest news on COVID aidVisit coproplus.org for consulting contracts to aid on ARP tracking



MAC 2021 Priorities

• Extending County Commissioner Terms to Four Years

• Enacting Reforms to Improve the Functioning of 
Local Courts

• Bolstering Michigan’s System of Financing Local 
Government

• Ensuring the State Covers Costs for Property Tax 
Exemptions

• Adopting Measures to Reverse Damage Inflicted by 
“Dark Stores”

• Bolstering Michigan’s Human Services Programs
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Legislative Update

4-year Commissioner Terms

• Michigan is among only 5 states in 
nation that limit all commissioner 
terms to 2 years

• All other elected county officials 
receive 4-year terms

• MAC supports Senate Bills 242 & 
245, which would enact 4-year 
terms, starting with 2024 
presidential election
o Bills passed Senate 32-4
o Now in House committee
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Presentation Notes
-Bills cleared Senate 32-4 in June; next action is in House-MAC appreciates aid of Sens. McBroom and Moss in this bipartisan effort-Be sure to visit the MAC advocacy center on the member portal of our website to add your name to the campaign for passage



Legislative Update

Reforms for Local Courts

• Create a Trial Court Fund that receives 
revenue from the General Fund and 
trial court assessments and payments 
and distributes those funds to trial 
courts based on caseloads, case types 
and basic operational needs

• Create a state-funded case 
management system to enhance 
court technology and get all courts 
using the same system
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Presentation Notes
-Trial Court Funding Commission reported, in 2019, that Michigan’s court system amounts to amounts to between $1.14 billion and $1.44 billion.�-The report also found that the percentage of local court operations expenses covered by state general fund was just over 2%.-First bill introduced related to the report recommendations, HB 4447 (Lightner) is a small piece of the bigger puzzle to streamline judicial salaries. HB 4447 has judicial salaries fully funded by the state and cuts out the county middleman reimbursement process to ease administrative burden. (Hearing will be March 23, MAC supports). 



Legislative Update

Local Government Finance Reforms

• Secure a dedicated revenue stream to 
support a county revenue sharing trust fund

• Ensure stable and sufficiently funded 
revenue streams for new or increases in 
mandated services 

• Create a tourism reinvestment excise tax for 
our counties

• Re-open the window of opportunity for 
counties to transfer their foreclosure 
responsibilities to the state

• Exempt special millages from tax capture 
and allow for opting out of tax captures at 
the expiration of the original plan agreement

9



Legislative Update

Property Tax 
Exemptions

• Moratorium – winners & losers
• Veteran exemptions
• Poverty, commercial, 

foreclosures
• Nonprofit & charitable
• Expansion of PPT exemptions

o Solar and alternative energy
o Broadband
o Heavy equipment
o Micro-fulfillment centers
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Legislative Update

Human Services

• Ensure state fulfills obligation to fund 
100% of new costs to cover 17-year-
olds entering juvenile justice system on 
Oct 1, 2021, pursuant to statute and 
data from family courts

• Amend County Veteran Service Fund 
to ensure emergent relief expenses are 
eligible; provide 1-year reduction to a 
county MOE (HB 4122/Glenn)
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• Mental health: Senate vs. House proposals
o Shirkey plan prompts concern
o Whiteford bills (HBs 4925-929) create state entity to manage MH 
services
o MAC supports local control on MH, using evidence-based services

Presenter
Presentation Notes
MENTAL HEALTHSenate Majority Leader Shirkey released “Gearing Toward Integration” proposal which “create a fully integrated health care delivery system.” The proposal was met with concern and constructive criticism by PIHP/CMH’s and counties.  -House DHHS Approps Chair Whiteford proposed legislation at the end of May (HB’s 4925-499). Completely different from the Senate proposal. Create 1 state entity to manage behavioral health services, an Administrative Service Organization (ASO), rather than the current administrative function using the 10 prepaid inpatient health plans. -MAC supports maintaining a locally governed public mental health system with community and evidence-based mental health care. Some of the changes in the House proposal may prove to create administrative efficiency and cost savings, however there are some concerns to be worked through as to the shift to state oversight and where dollars come from (State vs county). VETERANS: HB 4122 passed out of full House, now before Senate; it includes “a one-year reduction to a county MOE” to FY 21 and FY 22 reductionSenate Majority Leader Shirky has reupped his priority to integrate mental and physical health funds. MAC has engaged to be at the table- expressed support to maintain a public system and locally governed boards. We will continue to partner with the CMH Association and support their efforts in any restructuring of the system. Raise the Age fund included $9M in gov’s rec- this is for county/court NON-CCF eligible cost. CCF eligible cost are required to be covered at 100% for 17-year-olds per the statute.DHHS has initiated to all courts/counties an intent to apply grant process for these RTA funds. 



Legislative Update

Addressing Infrastructure Needs

• Adopt legislation to adequately fund 
infrastructure upgrades, such as roads, bridges 
and the separation of storm and sanitary sewers

• FY22 budget expectations
o Governor seeks more local revenue options for 

roads
o $300M to fix 120 local bridges
o $290M for Michigan Clean Water Plan
o $40M for high water level and coastal erosion 

planning
o $15M for a dam safety emergency fund
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Advocacy

MAC Policy Committees

• MAC has six committees that study legislation and make 
recommendations to the MAC Board:

– Finance and General Government – Meets the 1st Friday at 10 a.m.
– Environmental, Natural Resources and Regulatory Affairs – Meets the 
2nd Friday at 10 a.m.
– Health and Human Services – Meets the 4th Monday at 10 a.m.
– Judiciary and Public Safety – Meets the 4th Monday at 2 p.m.
– Transportation – Meets the 4th Friday at 10 a.m.
– Agriculture and Tourism – Meets at the call of the chair

• To join a MAC committee, fill out application at micounties.org
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Presentation Notes
-Visit MAC website (members section) to see current platforms and committee details-MAC Board President makes final decision on committee apps/assignments



Advocacy

• Provides financial support to incumbent state legislators who are 
friends of county government

• 31 former county commissioners now serving in the Michigan 
Legislature (MAC County Caucus)

14



Advocacy

Meghann Keit-Corrion
Governmental Affairs 
Associate
keit@micounties.org

Deena Bosworth
Director of
Governmental Affairs
bosworth@micounties.org

Your MAC Team
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Hannah Sweeney
Governmental Affairs 
Assistant
sweeney@micounties.
org

mailto:keit@micounties.org
mailto:bosworth@micounties.org
mailto:keit@micounties.org


Services

Conferences

Summer Regional Summits
• July 19, 22, 26, 29

Annual Conference (summer/fall)
• Sept. 26-28, 2021

MAC conferences provide top 
speakers, intensive policy workshops 
and plenty of opportunities to 
network with county leaders

16

Presenter
Presentation Notes
RS registration open for 4 sites (GR, Frankenmuth, Escanaba and Gaylord) at micounties.org – in-person eventsAC registration expected to open at end of June



Services

Communications

• Full suite of social media 
channels

• Podcast 83 is MAC’s 
video briefing on news 
and trends in county 
government

• Website has county 
resolutions database; 
digital advocacy tools; 
conference archives
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@MIcounties

@MIcounties

Facebook.com/
MIcounties

Podcast 83
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