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Pursuant to MCL 333.2433
A local health department shall continually and diligently 

While a doctor treats people who are sick, public health professionals try to prevent people from getting sick
or injured in the first place. They also promote wellness by encouraging healthy behaviors. (APHA)

"Public Health": the health of the population as a whole

            endeavor to prevent disease, prolong life, and promote the public health
            through organized programs, including prevention and control of environmental health hazards; prevention  
           and control of diseases; prevention and control of health problems of particularly vulnerable population 
           groups; development of health care facilities and health services delivery systems; and regulation of health 
           care facilities and health services delivery systems to the extent provided by law.

"Health": the state of being free from illness or injury.

What is Public Health?

https://www.apha.org/what-is-public-health

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(qqjuyai4jk51ekedlokdmb5s))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-333-2433
https://www.apha.org/what-is-public-health


We were asked to review the
information/comments from the
last two BOC meetings



Choices
Going to a football game
Going to a restaurant
Participating in extra curricular activities
Attending Allegan County Fair

Children getting an education in public
schools (for most people) 
5-11 year olds do not have access to an
authorized COVID-19 vaccine

Not a Choice



My child, my choice?

Example:
Public Health recommends for children to wear a helmet

while riding a bike to minimize traumatic brain injuries. If the
parent doesnt have their child wear a helmet, only that

child's health is impacted from this event.

When children don't wear masks, and are
carrying COVID-19, they are impacting other
children's and their family's health directly.

The more people that wear masks decreases
the risk of transmission at school

Individual health behaviors impacting
other individuals health



Students with developmental
conditions of any age attending
school, although supervised
masking is encouraged.

K-6 Mask Requirement: Who is excluded?

01 Persons in the act of
eating or drinking. 02

Persons outside if not
engaged in activities
involving direct
physical contact.

03
Persons under the age of
five years; however,
supervised masking is
strongly recommended.

04

05
Teachers who are working with
children who are hard of hearing
or students with developmental
conditions who benefit from
facial cues. These teachers or
staff must be vaccinated or
comply with masking directive.

06
A person with a disability who
cannot wear a mask, or
cannot safely wear a mask,
because of the disability as
defined by the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA, 42
U.S.C. 12101 et seq.) and
Michigan Persons with
Disabilities Act.

ResourcesResources

Dial 1-888-535-6136 and press “8”
The Stay Well counseling line is
available 24/7.

Mental Health and Adverse Childhood
Experiences (ACEs)
Mental Health impacts health and well being
of our children. ACHD recognizes that this
pandemic can be an adverse childhood
experience or traumatic experience for
many children in our community. ACEs are
linked to chronic health problems, mental
illness, substance use problems in
adulthood. We recognize mental health
support is needed for children to reach their
full potential. ACHD is willing to provide
recommendations to policy and decision
makers on funding to ensure all families
have access to mental health support. 

If you or your child are feeling emotional
distress, get free, confidential support from
a Michigan Stay Well counselor.

The Allegan County Community Mental
Health Service Agency is also a resource.
Please call (269) 673-6617

For concerns, schedule an appointment with your primary
provider to determine whether your child's disability prevents
them from safely wearing a mask.

Masks and Research
For mask suggestions for kids, or to
read our literature review, visit
www.allegancounty.org/covid

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/USCODE-2018-title42/USCODE-2018-title42-chap126-sec12101
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(ssykfce0r2ruskzidcfp1wz1))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-Act-220-of-1976
http://www.allegancounty.org/covid


Face Masks

Find a well-fitting,
comfortable mask. 
Every child’s face is different, and
because of that, there is no one
right mask for all children.

Make sure the mask is properly
covering the nose and under the
chin with no gaps on the sides

Pack extra masks for your
child, in case the one they

leave with gets wet or dirty
Replace your mask with a new one as
soon as it is wet or dirty
Pack clean, dry masks in a paper bag. 
Let the teacher know they have extras.
Talk to your school or the health
department if you need extra masks
Talk to your child on storing masks when
they go out for recess (put in baggie,
have a mask lanyard

Pack a "mask baggie"
for wet, dirty masks
Store your wet or dirty mask in a
plastic bag until it can be
washed

Setting up for Success
We recognize that children want
to do the right thing
Identifying tools, tips and tricks
to helps teachers and students
be successful
Health education for schools and
parents



Information we were asked to
look at

American Industrial Hygiene Association
There is a lot of different perspectives among individuals in similar
professions, but public health looks to professional organizations to provide
guidance or standard of care for that profession as a whole

Read their full guidance here.

Face coverings can help limit
transmission. Schools should follow
all local, state, or federal face covering
requirements.
Provide disposable or washable cloth
face coverings to students, teachers,
and school staff, if possible.
Students, teachers, and staff should
be frequently reminded not to touch
their cloth or disposable face
coverings and to wash their hands
often.
Train school employees and students
on the proper way to maintain, wear
(covering both their noses and
mouths), handle, and clean or dispose
of face coverings, as discussed by CDC.
Refer to CDC’s guidance on how to
wear masks .

https://aiha-assets.sfo2.digitaloceanspaces.com/AIHA/resources/BacktoWorkSafely/Back-to-Work-Safely-Guidance-for-Schools-K-12-Guidance-Document-2nd-edition.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-wear-cloth-face-coverings.html


American Industrial Hygiene Association



Information we were asked to look at

meta analysis/ review done

Most of the publications in question were English (98%). 
Thirty papers referred to surgical masks (68%), 30 publications related to N95 masks (68%), and only 10 studies
pertained to fabric masks (23%).

Of the mathematically evaluable, groundbreaking 44 papers with significant negative mask effects (p < 0.05 or n >
50%), 22 were published in 2020 (50%), and 22 were published before the COVID-19 pandemic. Of these 44
publications, 31 (70%) were of experimental nature, and the remainder were observational studies (30%). 

 

No control groups
Some small sample sizes
Many studies around health care workers

68% (30 publications) were around N95 use, which are not recommended for school age children

Time bound requirement until access to vaccine for age group available or we are in low transmission for a consecutive 7 days



Addressing Dr. Stock's presentation to Indiana
School Board ACHD presented the debunks to his presentation at our August 11, 2021 ACHD COVID-19 Update here.

He describes himself as a “functional family medicine physician” which, according to him
“means [he] is specially trained in immunology and inflammation regulation.” 

That is not what a functional family medicine physician does and misrepresents his training and expertise. The
Cleveland Clinic Center for Functional Medicine defines functional medicine as a personalized, systems-oriented
model that empowers patients and practitioners to achieve the highest expression of health by working in
collaboration to address the underlying causes of disease. Also functional medicine is not a specialty
recognized by the American Board of Medical Specialties nor the American Medical Association.

He argues that masks don’t work because viruses are small enough to pass through them. 

The problem with this reasoning is viruses do not travel as individual viral particles- they are inside the
aerosols and droplets. That’s what the masks block. The Infectious Diseases Society of America (IDSA) has
compiled the multitudinous, surfeit evidence demonstrating the effectiveness of masking here

This is disinformation. Firstly, he defines ADE incorrectly by suggesting it is exclusive to vaccines. ADE does not
have to be caused by a vaccine to be ADE- in Dengue which is the major infection for which it’s relevant it is
almost always because of infection. There is data on hundreds of thousands of people at this point who got
convalescent plasma and it didn’t make them worse. On top of that animal studies of the vaccines
demonstrated protectiveness.

Stock raises the matter of antibody-dependent enhancement, except he calls it “antibody-
mediated viral enhancement.” 

http://cms.allegancounty.org/sites/Office/Health/coronavirus/08.11.21_ACHD%20COVID19%20Update.pdf
https://www.abms.org/member-boards/specialty-subspecialty-certificates/
https://freida.ama-assn.org/specialty
https://www.idsociety.org/covid-19-real-time-learning-network/infection-prevention/masks-and-face-coverings-for-the-public/
https://email.mg2.substack.com/c/eJwlkcmOwyAMhp-m3BqFJQUOHOYyrxE54KZoCEQsjTJPP2QqWbYlL7_82ULFNeXT7KlUcrm5njuaiEcJWCtm0grm2TsjqFBaCE166qiaFPFlfmbEDXwwNTcke1uCt1B9itcEU5RRTV6GK2UFaIeTlkIyzh1ljKJ0KBl1HD_C0JzHaNHgG_OZIpJgXrXu5ca_buy723Ecg8M9QH2mvDlfEAoONm29toS09mDT27s71fc3WOsj3iH6DcK91Gt7Id6wkdFR0ZFqMXE90GEBLUa0jk9MT0pwBYuSCrXUqBRIcRPjtrKhtKVUsD-XHskmbNDib69BCLhCtKnFeg4prxeGuTdtLfp6zhhhCeg-hOoH9D-zecWIuT_AzVANfTD1YEJKzR7TB0hHyLXiDyo56eou9aloztRySBYC7t7h5lM_3Jf6B6OMm5I


meta analysis/review 
Industrial Hygienist
"functional family

medicine physician"

CONSIDERATIONS

Locally, masks have worked in
businesses and school settings to

prevent outbreaks 

LITERATURE REVIEW
CHILDREN'S HOSPITALS

ASSOCIATION
 

LOCAL MEDICAL 
PROVIDER SUPPORT

 

PROFESSIONAL 
ASSOCIATIONS 

(IDSA, AAP, AMA)
(click on for links)

Weighing the guidance and data

Spectrum Health's 2021
Masking Articles Compilation 

http://cms.allegancounty.org/sites/Office/Health/coronavirus/The-effectiveness-of-face-masks-to-prevent-SARS-CoV_8-26.pdf
https://www.childrenshospitals.org/-/media/Files/CHA/Main/Issues_and_Advocacy/Key_Issues/General/surge/cha_nyt_statement_082921.pdf?la=en&hash=E28ECA360158A43C006A38F39A3497272D22254D
http://cms.allegancounty.org/sites/Office/Health/coronavirus/Local%20Physicans%20Endorse%20Mask%20Requirement.pdf
http://cms.allegancounty.org/sites/Office/Health/coronavirus/Local%20Physicans%20Endorse%20Mask%20Requirement.pdf
http://cms.allegancounty.org/sites/Office/Health/coronavirus/Local%20Physicans%20Endorse%20Mask%20Requirement.pdf
http://cms.allegancounty.org/sites/Office/Health/coronavirus/Spectrum%20Health_Masking%20Articles.pdf
http://cms.allegancounty.org/sites/Office/Health/coronavirus/Spectrum%20Health_Masking%20Articles.pdf


CONSIDERATIONS

We recognize that school data needs to be more
transparent/available for the community

We are working on developing a forward facing way to present
data by school building to include:

cases
total quarantines
modified quarantines 

We are looking to implement this in early October

School Data Transparency



Questions from
Board of
Commissioners 


