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JANUARY 9, 2020 ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

1/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of 

Michigan, met in the Board Room of the County Services Building in the 

Township of Allegan on January 9, 2020 at 9:00 A.M. in accordance with the 

motion for adjournment of December 12, 2019, and rules of this board; 

County Clerk Bob Genetski presiding. 

 The invocation was offered by District #5 Commissioner Jessup. 

The County Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for 

the respective Districts: 

 DIST #1 DEAN KAPENGA   DIST #5 TOM JESSUP 

 DIST #2 JIM STOREY   DIST #6 GALE DUGAN 

 DIST #3 MAX THIELE   DIST #7 RICK CAIN- Left 10:24 A.M. 

 DIST #4 MARK DeYOUNG 

 

ELECTION OF TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 

2/ County Clerk Bob Genetski opened the meeting for nominations for 

Temporary Chairman for the 2020 Board of Commissioners. 

 

Commissioner Cain nominated Commissioner Kapenga 

 

Moved by Commissioner Cain, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to close 

nominations and elect Commissioner Kapenga as Temporary Chairman. The 

motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

Chairman Kapenga was elected as Temporary Chairman of the Board. 

 

ELECTION FOR CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FOR 2020 

3/ Temporary Chairman Kapenga opened the meeting for nominations for 

Chairman of the 2020 Board of Commissioners. 

 

Commissioner Dugan nominated Commissioner Storey 

 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Cain to close 

nominations to elect Commissioner Storey as Chairman of the Board for 

2020. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

Chairman Storey was elected as Chairman of the Board of Commissioners 

for 2020. 

 

ELECTION OF 2020 VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

4/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting for nominations for Vice-Chairman 

for the 2020 Board of Commissioners. 

 

 Commissioner Cain nominated Commissioner Dugan. 

 

 Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to 

close nominations and elect Commissioner Dugan as Vice-Chairman. Motion 

carried by voice vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
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 Chairman Storey declared Commissioner Dugan as elected Vice-Chairman 

for 2020. 

 

GUN LAKE CASINO AD VALOREM PROPERTY ASSESSMENT INFORMATION 

5/ Equalization Director Matt Woolford addressed the board with a review 

of the Ad Valorem property status of the Gun Lake Casino. He also assisted 

the Wayland Township Assessor regarding the ad valorem valuation of the 

casino were it not exempt. All properties in the State of Michigan are to 

be valued according to the instructions and processes as laid out in the 

State Assessors Manual. In recognition that Indian Gaming facilities are 

unique, the State Tax Commission provided guidance to Assessors and 

Equalization Directors in the assessment of Indian gaming facilities in 

May 2009. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS 

6/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and the 

following individuals offered comments: 

1. Jane Trejo of 4619 Fox Valley Dr, Portage MI from Bethany Christian 
Services addressed the board regarding law changes for refugee 

resettlement in Michigan 

2. Mike Ureche of 720 W. Lovell St, Kalamazoo MI addressed the board 
regarding his positive experiences with foster refugee minors in 

the area 

 

BREAK – 10:14 A.M. 

7/ Upon reconvening at 10:24 A.M., the following Commissioners were 

present: Commissioner Kapenga, Storey, Thiele, DeYoung, Jessup and Dugan. 

Absent: Cain. 

 

BOC AMEND BOARD RULES OF ORGANIZATION 

8/ Administrator Sarro reviewed the current board rules of organization. 

Discussion followed. 

 Moved by Commissioner Thiele, seconded by Commissioner Jessup to 

approve the amended Board Rules of Organization as discussed during the 

January 9, 2020 Board Planning Session. Motion carried by voice vote. 

Yeas: 6 votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent: 1 vote. 

 

Changes to include: 

 

Amend item #6 – d – i to: “CANCELLATION: The chairperson in conjunction with the 

CAO may cancel these sessions by the end of business on Friday prior to the 

meeting for reason of lack of business to be considered by the Board. 

 

Amend item #9 – a – iv to: “When a roll call vote is taken, no member present 

shall abstain from voting “yes” or “no”. 
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AMEND MEETING AGENDA 

9/ Moved by Commissioner Thiele, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

move the remainder of the agenda (Budget Policy, Board Planning and 

Administrative Update) to the afternoon session. Motion carried by voice 

vote. Yeas: 6 votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent: 1 vote. 

 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL JANUARY 23, 2020 AT 9:00 A.M. 

10/ Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to 

adjourn until January 23, 2020 at 9:00 A.M. The motion carried and the 

meeting was adjourned at 11:55 A.M. 

 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

 

JANUARY 9, 2020 SESSION – INVOCATION, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

11/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of 

Michigan, met in the Board Room of the County Services Building in the 

Township of Allegan on January 9, 2020 at 1:00 P.M. in accordance with the 

motion for adjournment of December 12, 2019, and rules of this Board; 

Chairman Storey presiding. 

 The invocation was offered by District #5 Commissioner Jessup. 

 The Deputy County Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for 

the respective Districts: 

 DIST #1 DEAN KAPENGA   DIST #5 TOM JESSUP 

 DIST #2 JIM STOREY   DIST #6 GALE DUGAN 

 DIST #3 MAX THIELE   DIST #7 RICK CAIN - ABSENT 

 DIST #4 MARK DeYOUNG 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

12/ Deputy Clerk Tien noted to the board that they received the following 

communication: 

1. Letter from Brent & Caitlin Boersma of 1931 Damal Drive, Allegan MI 
requesting the Board to allow for the refugee resettlement program to 

continue in Allegan County 

 

DECEMBER 12, 2019 SESSION MINUTES – ADOPTED 

13/ Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Thiele to 

approve the minutes for the December 12, 2019 session as distributed. 

Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 6 votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent: 1 

vote. 

  

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 

14/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and as 

there were no comments from the public, he closed the meeting to public 

participation. 
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AGENDA – ADDITIONS 

15/ Chairman Storey asked if there were any additions or changes to the 

agenda. Commissioner Dugan asked to add the balance of the morning session 

to the discussion items – Budget Policy, Board Planning & Administrative 

Update. Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Thiele to 

approve the additions as requested. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 6 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent: 1 vote. 

 

AGENDA – ADOPTED AS AMENDED 

16/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Thiele to adopt 

the meeting agenda as amended. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 6 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent: 1 vote.  

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS: 

17/ Administrator Rob Sarro highlighted on his written report: the 

storage barn near the County Services Building has been removed, the 

animal shelter floor repairs/HVAC upgrades/medical sink project will begin 

on 01/20/2020, local revenue sharing, Gun Lake Park watercraft cleaning 

stations have been installed, Parks office relocation, and senior services 

updates. 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE – CLAIMS & INTERFUND TRANSFERS 

18/ WHEREAS, Administration has compiled the following claims for 

December 20, 2019; December 27, 2019; January 3, 2020; January 10, 2020; 

and 

WHEREAS, the following claims, which are chargeable against the 

County, were audited in accordance with Section 46.61 to 46.63, inclusive, 

M.C.L. 1970 as amended and resolutions of the Board; and 

WHEREAS, said claims are listed in the 2020 Claims folder of the 

Commissioners’ Record of Claims. 

 
December 20, 2019 

  

 TOTAL 

AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 1010  
 

184,990.73 184,990.73  

Park/Recreation Fund – 2080 
 

1,718.85 1,718.85  

Central Dispatch/E911 Fund – 2110 
 

47,452.50 47,452.50  

Friend of the Court Office – 2151 
 

2,649.28 2,649.28  

Health Department Fund - 2210 
 

9,924.71 9,924.71  

Solid Waste – 2211 
 

47,277.57 47,277.57  

Transportation Grant – 2300 
 

52,329.24 52,329.24  

Capital Improvement Fund – 2450 
 

53,637.08 53,637.08  

Register of Deeds Automation Fund – 2560 
 

229.45 229.45  

Indigent Defense – 2600 
 

16,183.18 16,183.18  

Palisades Emergency Planning Facility UP – 2630 
 

273.84 273.84  

CDBG Loan Repayment – 2771 
 

30.00 30.00  
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Victims Rights Grant - 2791 
 

88.88 88.88  

Child Care-Circuit/Family – 2921 
 

30,023.40 30,023.40  

Soldiers Relief Fund – 2930 
 

6,436.25 6,436.25  

Senior Millage – 2950 
 

149,627.23 149,627.23  

Pension DB Debt - 3602 
 

500.00 500.00  

Road Commission-Debt Service - 3650 
 

500.00 500.00  

Otsego Water/Sewer Refunding Bond – 3669 
 

250.00 250.00  

Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund - 6160 
 

58,992.62 58,992.62  

Drain Equip Revolving - 6390 
 

983.12 983.12  

Fleet Management - 6612 
 

298.99 298.99  

Self-Insurance Fund – 6770 
 

17,561.29 17,561.29  

Drain Fund – 8010 
 

30,078.56 30,078.56  

TOTAL 
 

$712,036.77 $712,036.77  

 

 

December 27, 2019 

TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED

General Fund – 1010 125,274.37 125,274.37

Central Dispatch/E911 Fund - 2110 492.68 492.68

Health Department Fund - 2210 13,409.43 13,409.43

Transportation Grant – 2300 3,805.80 3,805.80

Register of Deeds Automation Fund – 2560 134.21 134.21

Indigent Defense - 2600 23,327.47 23,327.47

Grants – 2790 3,755.90 3,755.90

Child Care-Circuit/Family - 2921 3,079.65 3,079.65

Senior Millage - 2950 3,843.96 3,843.96

Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund - 6160 1,237.70 1,237.70

Self-Insurance Fund - 6770 713.50 713.50

Drain Fund - 8010 53,658.87 53,658.87

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS $232,733.54 $232,733.54
 

 

January 3, 2020 
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TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED

General Fund – 1010 99,780.94 99,780.94

Park/Recreation Fund - 2080 604.84 604.84

Central Dispatch/E911 Fund - 2110 164.52 164.52

Friend of the Court Office - 2151 2,742.15 2,742.15

Health Department Fund - 2210 8,821.40 8,821.40

Solid Waste – 2211 10,905.77 10,905.77

Transportation Grant – 2300 6,657.53 6,657.53

Public Improvement Fund - 2450 7,546.06 7,546.06

Register of Deeds Automation Fund – 2560 10,409.40 10,409.40

Law Library Fund – 2690 277.00 277.00

Grants – 2790 1,641.36 1,641.36

Child Care-Circuit/Family - 2921 1,925.55 1,925.55

Senior Millage - 2950 6,096.00 6,096.00

Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund - 6160 11,618.39 11,618.39

Drain Fund - 8010 10,493.50 10,493.50

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS $179,684.41 $179,684.41

 
 

January 10, 2020 

  

 TOTAL 

AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 1010  
 

205,696.03 205,696.03  

Central Dispatch/E911 Fund – 2110 
 

373.09 373.09  

Friend of the Court Office – 2151 
 

1,491.72 1,491.72  

Health Department Fund – 2210 
 

8,139.92 8,139.92  

Transportation Grant – 2300 
 

65,648.85 65,648.85  

Capital Improvement Fund - 2450 
 

53,217.18 53,217.18  

Youth Home CIP – 2465 
 

23,168.04 23,168.04  

Register of Deeds Automation Fund – 2560 
 

40,911.80 40,911.80  

Local Corrections Officers Training Fund – 2640 
 

280.00 280.00  

Justice Training Fund—P.A.302, 1982 – 2660 
 

3,481.59 3,481.59  

Law Library Fund – 2690 
 

1,603.22 1,603.22  

Grants – 2790 
 

8,970.22 8,970.22  

Victims Rights Grant - 2791 
 

24.33 24.33  

Child Care-Circuit/Family – 2921 
 

22,244.44 22,244.44  

Soldiers Relief Fund – 2930 
 

1,496.42 1,496.42  

Senior Millage – 2950 
 

16,830.50 16,830.50  



  29  

January 9, 2020 Session  

Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund - 6160 
 

5,847.61 5,847.61  

Tax Reversion – 6200 
 

30,958.60 30,958.60  

Drain Equip Revolving - 6390 
 

297.73 297.73  

Self-Insurance Fund – 6770 
 

351,051.97 351,051.97  

Drain Fund – 8010 
 

2,330.00 2,330.00  

TOTAL 
 $844,063.26 

 
$844,063.26 

  

 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners adopts the 

report of claims for December 20, 2019; December 27, 2019; January 3, 

2020; and January 10, 2020. 

Moved by Commissioner DeYoung, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to 

adopt the report of claims for December 20, 2019; December 27, 2019; 

January 3, 2020; and January 10, 2020. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: 6 votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent: 1 vote. 

  

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT – 2020 FOOD FEE SCHEDULE 

19/ Administrator Sarro addressed the board on the 2020 Food Fee 

Schedule. Discussion followed. 

 Moved by Commissioner Jessup, seconded by Commissioner Thiele to take 

action on approving the 2020 Food Fee Schedule during the January 23, 2020 

Board Session. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 6 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

Absent: 1 vote. 

 

DISCUSS BUDGET POLICY 

20/ Administrator Sarro reviewed the Budget Policy with the board. He 

noted this will be discussed further at the next meeting with final 

approval during the February 2020 session. 

 

DISCUSS BOARD PLANNING 

21/ Commissioners agreed to have the January 23, 2020 planning session 

dedicated solely for board and project planning. 

  

APPOINTMENTS 

22/ ALLEGAN COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS ADVISORY BOARD 

 Chairman Storey announced the appointment of the following 

individuals to the Allegan Community Corrections Advisory Board to fill a 

2-year term; term to expire 12/31/2021. 

 

 Frank Baker, 640 River St, Allegan MI (County Sheriff) 

 Mark Ponitz, 113 Chestnut St, Allegan MI (District Court Judge Designee) 

 Matt Antkoviak, 416 Hubbard St, Allegan MI (Public Defender Designee) 
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Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to 

approve the appointments as made. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 6 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent: 1 vote. 

 

ELECTIONS  

23/ HUMAN SERVICES BOARD 

Chairman Storey opened nominations to fill the 3-year term on the 

Human Services Board; term to expire 12/31/2022. 

 

Commissioner Thiele nominated James Stein, 2705 6th St, Shelbyville MI 

 

Moved by Commissioner DeYoung, seconded by Commissioner Thiele to 

close the nominations and cast a unanimous ballot for James Stein as 

nominated. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 6 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

Absent: 1 vote. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS 

24/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and the 

following individuals offered comments: 

1. Zach Osburn of 3582 Dumont Rd, Allegan MI addressed the board with 
an email his wife Jordyn sent to the board regarding the refugee 

resettlement program in Allegan County 

2. Caitlin Boersma of 1931 Damal Dr, Allegan MI addressed the board 
regarding the refugee resettlement program in Allegan County 

3. Carlyn Sperling from Bethany Christian Services addressed the board 
regarding the refugee resettlement program in Allegan County 

 

CLOSED SESSION: PERSONNEL EVALUATION & ATTORNEY OPINION 

25/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

recess to closed session to discuss personnel evaluation and attorney 

opinion. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: Kapenga, Storey, DeYoung, 

Jessup and Dugan. Nays: Thiele. Absent: Cain. 

 

RECONVENE/ROLL CALL 

26/ Upon reconvening at 4:42 P.M., the following Commissioners were 

present: Kapenga, Storey, Thiele, DeYoung, Jessup and Dugan. Absent: Cain. 

 

REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT PROGRAM  

27/ WHEREAS, on September 26, 2019, the President of the United States 

issued Executive Order No. 13888 (“Executive Order”), entitled “Enhancing 

State and Local Involvement in Refugee Resettlement”; and 

 WHEREAS, the Executive Order requires the United States Secretary of 

State and the United States Secretary of Health and Human Services to 

develop and implement a process to determine, before refugees are 

resettled within a state or locality, whether the state and locality both 

consent, in writing, to the resettlement of refugees within the state or 

locality; and 

 WHEREAS, on December 10, 2019, Governor Gretchen Whitmer sent a 

letter to Secretary of State Michael R. Pompeo providing consent to the 

resettlement of refugees within the State of Michigan; and 
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