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MARCH 12, 2020 SESSION – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

1/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of 

Michigan, met in the Board Room of the County Services Building in the 

Township of Allegan on March 12, 2020 at 9:00 A.M. in accordance with the 

motion for adjournment of March 5, 2020, and rules of this board; Chairman 

Storey presiding. 

 The Deputy Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for the 

respective Districts: 

 DIST #1 DEAN KAPENGA   DIST #5 TOM JESSUP 

 DIST #2 JIM STOREY  DIST #6 GALE DUGAN 

 DIST #3 MAX THIELE  DIST #7 RICK CAIN 

 DIST #4 MARK DeYOUNG 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS 

2/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and the 

following individuals offered comments: 

1. Commissioner Dugan noted to the board that Charles Andrysiak of 
Watson Township passed away recently in a car accident 

 

AGENDA – ADOPTED AS PRESENTED 

3/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to adopt 

the meeting agenda as presented. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 7 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

2020 BOARD PLANNING – COURTHOUSE PROJECT UPDATE 

4/ Executive Director of Operations Steve Sedore and GMB Architect Andrew 

Howard presented to the board the floorplan options for the Courthouse 

Project. Discussion followed on entrance options and the size of the Sally 

Ports. 

 

Moved by Commissioner Jessup, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to 

authorize Administration to proceed with option #2 floor plan layouts 

provided during the GMB presentation. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: Kapenga, Storey, DeYoung, Jessup, Dugan and Cain. Nays: Thiele. 

 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

instruct Administration and GMB to explore extending the Sally Port for 

additional storage or other uses and bring back estimates to the board for 

final approval. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: Kapenga, Storey, 

DeYoung, Dugan and Cain. Nays: Thiele and Jessup. 
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BREAK – 10:35 A.M. 

5/ Upon reconvening at 10:45 A.M., the following Commissioners were 

present: Commissioner Kapenga, Storey, Thiele, DeYoung, Jessup, Dugan and 

Cain. Absent: None. 

 

2020 BOARD PLANNING – BUILDING & PROPERTY PLANNING 

6/ Executive Director of Operations Steve Sedore presented on the 

building & property planning that was discussed during prior sessions. The 

four options remaining include: 

1. County Services Building – CMH move 
2. Downtown overflow parking lot 
3. Courthouse square 
4. Jail property 

 

Discussion followed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MARCH 26, 2020 AT 9:00 A.M. 

7/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Cain to adjourn 

until March 26, 2020 at 9:00 A.M. The motion carried by voice. Yeas: 

Kapenga, Storey, DeYoung, Jessup, Dugan and Cain. Nays: Thiele. Meeting was 

adjourned at 12:00 P.M. 

 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

 

MARCH 12, 2020 SESSION – INVOCATION, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

8/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of 

Michigan, met in the Board Room of the County Services Building in the 

Township of Allegan on March 12, 2020 at 1:00 P.M. in accordance with the 

motion for adjournment of February 27, 2020, and rules of this Board; 

Chairman Storey presiding. 

 The invocation was offered by District #4 Commissioner DeYoung. 

 The Deputy County Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for the 

respective Districts: 

 DIST #1 DEAN KAPENGA   DIST #5 TOM JESSUP 

 DIST #2 JIM STOREY  DIST #6 GALE DUGAN 

 DIST #3 MAX THIELE  DIST #7 RICK CAIN 

 DIST #4 MARK DeYOUNG 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

9/ Deputy Clerk Tien noted to the board that they received the following 

resolutions: 

1. Charlevoix County, Lake County – resolution to declare the county 
to be a Second Amendment Sanctuary County 

2. Hillsdale County – resolution in support of the Second Amendment 
3. Kalkaska County resolution to oppose Governor Whitmer’s $3.5 

billion road bond debt 

4. Grand Traverse County resolution in support of passage of HB 5330 
and SB 730 – proposed legislation requiring local unit of 
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government approval of certain amendments to approved development 

plans or tax increment financing plans 

 

FEBRUARY 27, 2020 SESSION MINUTES – ADOPTED 

10/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Thiele to 

approve the minutes for the February 27, 2020 session as distributed. 

Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS 

11/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and the 

following individuals offered comments: 

1. Laura Smith of the Allegan Conservation District distributed their 
quarterly newsletter and tree sale order forms to Commissioners 

 

AGENDA – ADOPTED AS PRESENTED 

12/ Moved by Commissioner DeYoung, seconded by Commissioner Thiele to 

adopt the meeting agenda as presented. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 

7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

13/ Administrator Rob Sarro highlighted on his written report – COVID-19 

update, enhancements to the election website, animal shelter updates, 

public health EH field service delivery update and Economic Development 

Commission (EDC) annual report. 

 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MARCH 26, 2020 AT 1:00 P.M. 

14/ WHEREAS, Administration has compiled the following claims for March 6, 

2020 and March 13, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, the following claims, which are chargeable against the 

County, were audited in accordance with Section 46.61 to 46.63, inclusive, 

M.C.L. 1970 as amended and resolutions of the Board; and 

WHEREAS, said claims are listed in the 2020 Claims folder of the 

Commissioners’ Record of Claims. 

 

March 6, 2020 

  

 

TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 1010  118,207.35 118,207.35  

Park/Recreation Fund - 2080  181.18 181.18  

Central Dispatch/E911 Fund – 2110  990.34 990.34  

Friend of the Court Office – 2151  1,519.21 1,519.21  

Health Department Fund – 2210  251.14 251.14  

Transportation Grant – 2300  1,133.42 1,133.42  

Register of Deeds Automation Fund – 2560  1,428.14 1,428.14  

Indigent Defense – 2600  45,857.97 45,857.97  

Palisades Emergency Planning Facility UP - 
2630 

 
175.37 175.37  

Local Corrections Officers Training Fund – 2640  1,587.75 1,587.75  
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Law Library Fund – 2690  2,171.44 2,171.44  

Grants – 2790  11,090.59 11,090.59  

Victims Rights Grant – 2791  19.96 19.96  

Child Care-Circuit/Family – 2921  5,685.41 5,685.41  

Soldiers Relief Fund – 2930  818.55 818.55  

Senior Millage – 2950  1,424.39 1,424.39  

800 MHZ Radio Debt – 3603  271,463.00 271,463.00  

Drain Equip Revolving – 6390  1,446.63 1,446.63  

Fleet Management – 6612  1,317.17 1,317.17  

Self-Insurance Fund - 6770  28,953.50 28,953.50  

Drain Fund - 8010  22,382.24 22,382.24  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS 

  
518,104.75 

 
518,104.75  

 

March 13, 2020 

  

 

TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 1010  235,924.97 235,924.97  

Park/Recreation Fund - 2080  832.28 832.28  

Central Dispatch/E911 Fund – 2110  156,682.32 156,682.32  

Friend of the Court Office – 2151  335.84 335.84  

Health Department Fund – 2210  2,711.99 2,711.99  

Transportation Grant – 2300  9,180.26 9,180.26  

Capital Improvement Fund – 2450  152,032.78 152,032.78  

Animal Shelter - 2550  75.00 75.00  

Indigent Defense – 2600  10,471.70 10,471.70  

Palisades Emergency Planning Facility UP – 
2630 

 
359.76 359.76  

Grants – 2790  24,664.44 24,664.44  

Child Care-Circuit/Family – 2921  67,347.34 67,347.34  

Soldiers Relief Fund – 2930  1,946.23 1,946.23  

Senior Millage – 2950  2,461.18 2,461.18  

Tax Reversion – 6200  68.43 68.43  

Drain Equip Revolving – 6390  757.47 757.47  

Fleet Management – 6612  4,482.19 4,482.19  

Self-Insurance Fund - 6770  336,428.08 336,428.08  

Drain Fund – 8010  27,785.16 27,785.16  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS 

 1,034,547.42 
 

1,034,547.42 
  

 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners adopts the 

report of claims for March 6, 2020 and March 13, 2020. 

Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to adopt 

the report of claims for March 6, 2020 and March 13, 2020. Motion carried 

by roll call vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
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ACTION ITEMS: 

 

RESOLUTION TO ALTER OR EXTEND THE FIXED SEPARATE TAX LIMITATION AND TO 

CREATE A COUNTY ADVISORY TAX LIMITATION COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

15/ WHEREAS, the Property Tax Limitation Act, being Public Act 62 of 1933 

(MCL 211.201 et seq), allows for separate tax limitations; and 

WHEREAS, the Allegan County voters approved such a separate limitation 

in 1965 which included:        

Mills 

 County of Allegan   5.70 

 Townships     1.07 

 Intermediate School Districts 0.14 

Total      6.91 (Leaving 2 mills unallocated); and 

WHEREAS, the 1965 separate millage limitations have been substantially 

reduced by State rollback provisions from the levels approved by Allegan 

County voters in 1965; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has the authority to initiate a 

review and vote of the electorate as to the appropriateness of altering the 

current fixed millage limitations pursuant to 

Section 5k of the Property Tax Limitation Act (being MCL 211.205k); and 

WHEREAS, that upon resolving to alter or extend the fixed millage 

limitation, the Board of Commissioners is to then notify persons and bodies 

having appointive powers of the resolution so that a County Advisory Tax 

Limitation Committee can be created to review and provide a recommendation 

as to the county fixed millage limitation; and 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Allegan County Board of 

Commissioners resolves to initiate the statutory procedure to consider 

altering or extending the existing Allegan County fixed mill separate tax 

limitations of the county and the townships and intermediate school 

districts in the county. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Allegan County Advisory Tax 

Limitation Committee shall be created composed of the following: 

(a) The County Treasurer. 

(b) The Chairperson of the County Board of Commissioners. 

(c) The Intermediate School District Superintendent or his/her 

representative. 

(d) A resident of a municipality within the county who shall be 

selected by the judge or judges of the Probate Court of the County. 

(e) A member not officially connected with or employed by any local or 

county unit, who shall be selected by the Board of County 

Commissioners. 

(f) A member who shall be a township supervisor and who shall be 

selected by a majority of the township supervisors in the county. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, as required by statute, the County 

Advisory Tax Limitation Committee shall meet within 10 days of its 

selection and shall prepare separate tax limitations for the county and the 

townships and intermediate school districts in the county, aggregating not 

more than 8.91 mills that the majority of the committee considers will 
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provide for the financial needs of the county, townships, and intermediate 

school districts. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the separate tax limitations shall be 

promptly transmitted to the County Board of Commissioners and the functions 

of the County Advisory Tax Limitation 

Committee shall then cease. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Allegan County Board of Commissioners 

will then propose a resolution submitting the question of adopting separate 

tax limitations to a vote of the registered and qualifies electors of 

Allegan County. 

 Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the resolution with the addition that this resolution supersedes 

all previous action of the Allegan County Board of Commissioners as of 

March 12, 2020.  

Moved by Commissioner Thiele, seconded by Commissioner Jessup to amend 

the resolution insert the phrase “relevant to this issue”. Motion amendment 

carried by voice vote. Yeas: Storey, Thiele, DeYoung, Jessup, Dugan and 

Cain. Nays: Kapenga. 

Amended motion to approve the resolution with the addition that this 

resolution supersedes all previous action relevant to this issue of the 

Allegan County Board of Commissioners as of March 12, 2020 carried by roll 

call vote. Yeas: Kapenga, Storey, DeYoung, Jessup, Dugan and Cain. Nays: 

Thiele. 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS – APPROVE MEDICAL CARE FACILITY MILLAGE PROPOSAL 

16/ BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners hereby approves that 

the Medical Care Facility Millage Proposal be placed on the on the August 

4, 2020 Primary Election for .25 mills; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following ballot language be used: 

 

 

ALLEGAN COUNTY MEDICAL CARE FACILITY 

MILLAGE BALLOT PROPOSAL 

“Shall the limitation on the amount of property taxes 

which may be assessed each year against all taxable 

real and personal property in Allegan County be 

increased by not more than 0.25 mills ($0.25 per 

$1,000 of taxable value) for a period of ten (10) 

years, 2020 through 2029, both inclusive, for the 

purpose of providing funds for the operation, 

maintenance and improvement of, and any other purposes 

authorized by law in support of, the Allegan County 

Medical Care Facility? If approved and levied in its 

entirety, this millage would raise an estimated 

$1,232,058 in revenue in the first year.” 

 

 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that this resolution shall supersede 

any previous Board action. 
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  Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH – APPROVE GROUND WATER STUDY PROPOSAL PHASE 1 

17/ WHEREAS, on December 12, 2019, the Board of Commissioners authorized 

Public Health to fully scope a Ground Water Study; and 

WHEREAS, Public Health has obtained a proposal from Hydrosimulatics, 

Inc. for $150,000 to complete the 1st phase of the Ground Water Study, as 

attached; and 

     WHEREAS, Public Health received $113,800 from the State Local 

Community Stabilization Authority in December of 2019, which is a new 

funding source, and which became a component of Public Health fund balance. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Commissioners approves the 

proposal for an amount not to exceed $150,000; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Administrator is authorized to 

approve up to a 15 percent ($22,500) contingency for project needs such as 

printing and meeting expenses; and 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the total project cost will be funded 

from the Public Health Fund (Fund 2210) fund balance; and 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the amount of fund balance used for this 

project shall be exempt from the Surplus Fund Balance calculation and 

transfer as proscribed in Budget Policy 4.13.6; and   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the County Administrator is authorized to 

negotiate contract for services; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, the Board Chairperson and/or County 

Administrator is authorized to sign any necessary documents on behalf of 

the County and the Executive Director of Finance is authorized to perform 

the necessary budget adjustments to complete this action. 

Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Thiele to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
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SHERIFF DEPT – AWARD INMATE MEDICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH CARE SERVICES BID 

18/ BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners does hereby award the 

bid from Advanced Correctional Health Care, 3922 W Baring Trace, Peoria, 

MI, 61615, in an amount of $802,387 (estimated first year) to provide 

inmate health and mental health care services; and 

BE IT RESOLVED the County Administrator is authorized to negotiate a 

final contract; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director of Finance is 

authorized to make the necessary budget adjustments to support the 

expenditures committed through this contract; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Board Chairman and/or the County 

Administrator are authorized to sign any necessary documentation on behalf 

of the County to complete this action. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Cain to approve 

the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 7 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

ADMINISTRATION – FILL ASSISTANT PROSECUTING ATTORNEY POSITION 

19/ WHEREAS, the position of Assistant Prosecuting Attorney has been 

offered to and accepted. 

 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners does hereby 

authorize that the individual be placed into the position in range C43, 

step k (above the mid-point) with an annual starting salary of seventy-five 

thousand, four hundred seventy-six dollars ($75,476.60). 

Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Thiele to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

PARKS & RECREATION – APPROVE REVISED DEER & WATERFOWL HUNTING POLICY #212 

20/ WHEREAS, on September 22, 2011, the Board of Commissioners adopted a 

hunting policy; and 

 WHEREAS, based on review of policy, County Administration provided an 

update to the Board on December 12, 2019, relative to necessary changes 

needed to ensure a fair and open marketing process; and 

 WHEREAS, the Board supported the need for changes and further 

suggested a lottery system be considered. 

 THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Allegan County Board of 

Commissioners hereby adopts the revised Deer & Waterfowl Hunting Policy 

#212, as attached, effective March 12, 2020; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Administration shall post the policy to 

the County website.  

Moved by Commissioner Cain, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to approve 

the resolution as presented. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 7 votes. 

Nays: 0 votes. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 

21/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and as 

there were no comments from the public, he closed the meeting to public 

participation. 

 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MARCH 26, 2020 AT 1:00 P.M. 

22/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Thiele to 

adjourn until March 26, 2020 at 1:00 P.M. The motion carried and the 

meeting was adjourned at 2:48 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

Deputy Clerk  

 

 

 

Board Chairperson   Minutes approved during the 00/00/2020 Session 


