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MORNING SESSION 

 

OCTOBER 22, 2020 SESSION – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

1/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of 

Michigan, met remotely online connecting through a Zoom webinar on October 

22, 2020 at 9:00 A.M. in accordance with the motion for adjournment of 

October 8, 2020, and rules of this board; Chairman Storey presiding. 

 The Deputy Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for 

the respective Districts: 

 DIST #1 DEAN KAPENGA – Hamilton MI    

DIST #2 JIM STOREY – Holland MI   

 DIST #3 MAX THIELE – Allegan MI    

 DIST #4 MARK DeYOUNG – Dorr MI 

 DIST #5 TOM JESSUP – Casco Twp MI 

 DIST #6 GALE DUGAN – Otsego MI 

 DIST #7 RICK CAIN – Shelbyville MI 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 

2/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and as 

there were no comments from the public, he closed the meeting to public 

participation. 

 

AGENDA – ADOPTED AS PRESENTED 

3/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

adopt the meeting agenda as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – STATE REPRESENTATIVE MARY WHITEFORD 

4/ State Representative Mary Whiteford updated the board on current 

legislation regarding COVID testing, driver’s license renewal fees, remote 

signing for notaries, nursing homes, mental health crisis access line, 

pediatric psychiatric treatment and  inmate discharge plans. She also 

discussed the state budget, the unemployment system and the economic 

effects of COVID. 

 

3RD QUARTER CAPITAL REPORT 

5/ Project Manager Valdis Kalnins updated the board on the 3rd quarter 

capital report. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATE 

6/ Administrator Rob Sarro noted his written report was submitted to 

Commissioners. Highlights included COVID contact tracing, conservation 

district insurance pool, sheriff’s office parking lot improvements, 

courthouse temperature kiosk, jail housing contract request, public health  

EH field service, Gun Lake pavilion and broadband expansion. He followed 

with commissioner inquiries.  

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 

7/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and as 

there were no comments from the public, he closed the meeting to public 

participation. 

 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL NOVEMBER 5, 2020 AT 9:00 A.M. 

8/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Thiele to 

adjourn until November 5, 2020 at 9:00 A.M. The motion carried and the 

meeting was adjourned at 10:44 A.M. 

 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

 

OCTOBER 22, 2020 SESSION – INVOCATION, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

9/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of 

Michigan, met remotely online connecting through a Zoom webinar on October 

22, 2020 at 1:00 P.M. in accordance with the motion for adjournment of 

October 8, 2020, and rules of this Board; Chairman Storey presiding. 

 The invocation was offered by District #4 Commissioner DeYoung. 

 The Deputy County Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for 

the respective Districts: 

 DIST #1 DEAN KAPENGA – Hamilton MI    

DIST #2 JIM STOREY – Holland MI   

 DIST #3 MAX THIELE – Allegan MI    

 DIST #4 MARK DeYOUNG – Dorr MI 

 DIST #5 TOM JESSUP – Casco Twp MI 

 DIST #6 GALE DUGAN – Otsego MI 

 DIST #7 RICK CAIN – Wayland MI 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

10/ Deputy Clerk Tien noted to the board that they received the following 

resolutions: 

1. Resolution from Heath Township supporting a countywide ORV ordinance 
2. Resolution from Valley Township supporting a countywide ORV ordinance 

 

OCTOBER 22, 2020 SESSION MINUTES – ADOPTED 

11/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the minutes for the October 8, 2020 session as distributed. Motion 

carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS 

12/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and the 

following individual offered comment: 

1. Andrew Iciek of Dorr Township addressed the Board regarding 
transportation in Allegan County 

 

AGENDA – ADDITIONS 

13/ Chairman Storey asked if there were any additions or changes to the 

agenda. Commissioner Kapenga asked to add discussion item #5 – resolution 

for School of Choice. 

 Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Cain to adopt 

the changes to the meeting agenda as requested. Motion carried by roll 

call. Yeas: Kapenga, Storey, DeYoung, Dugan and Cain. Nays: Thiele and 

Jessup. 

 

AGENDA – ADOPTED AS AMENDED 

14/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

adopt the meeting agenda as amended. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: Kapenga, Storey, DeYoung, Jessup, Dugan and Cain. Nays: Thiele. 

 

PRESENTATIONS: EQUALIZATION - 2020 TAX LEVIES 

15/ Equalization Director Matt Woolford addressed the board with the 2020 

Tax Levies. 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE – CLAIMS & INTERFUND TRANSFERS 

16/ WHEREAS, Administration has compiled the following claims for October 

16, 2020 and October 23, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, the following claims, which are chargeable against the 

County, were audited in accordance with Section 46.61 to 46.63, inclusive, 

M.C.L. 1970 as amended and resolutions of the Board; and 

WHEREAS, said claims are listed in the 2020 Claims folder of the 

Commissioners’ Record of Claims. 

 

October 16, 2020 

  

TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 1010 50,404.55 50,404.55   

Central Dispatch/E911 Fund - 2110 983.07 983.07   

Central Dispatch CIP - 2118 13,913.00 13,913.00   

Friend of the Court Fund – 2150 327.75 327.75   

Friend of the Court Office - 2151 74.24 74.24   

Health Department Fund - 2210 2,329.20 2,329.20   

Transportation Grant – 2300 57,080.80 57,080.80   

Public Improvement Fund - 2450 14,845.00 14,845.00   

Grants – 2790 550.00 550.00   

Child Care-Circuit/Family - 2921 38,342.92 38,342.92   
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Senior Millage - 2950 2,083.42 2,083.42   

Jail Debt Service -3601 125.00 125.00   

Public Works Project Debt Fd -3671 125.00 125.00   

Fillmore 2013 Bond Refunding -3672 125.00 125.00   

Tax Reversion Fund-2018 - 6209 27.14 27.14   

Drain Equipment Revolving - 6390 153.34 153.34   

Fleet Management - 6612 106.02 106.02   

Self-Insurance Fund - 6770 1,282.54 1,282.54   

Drain Fund - 8010 6,767.38 6,767.38   

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS $189,645.37  $189,645.37    

 

October 23, 2020 

  

TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 1010 150,550.78 150,550.78   

Park/Recreation Fund - 2080 1,682.92 1,682.92  

Central Dispatch CIP - 2118 421.94 421.94   

Friend of the Court Office - 2151 525.69 525.69   

Health Department Fund - 2210 493.04 493.04   

Solid Waste – 2211 8,310.03 8,310.03  

Transportation Grant – 2300 4,406.47 4,406.47   

Public Improvement Fund - 2450 130,597.13 130,597.13   

Animal Shelter - 2550 6,250.00 6,250.00  

Register of Deeds Automation Fund - 2560 234.26 234.26  

Indigent Defense - 2600 9,017.50 9,017.50  

Local Corrections Officers Training Fund – 
2640 

1,048.00 1,048.00  

Grants – 2790 5,648.90 5,648.90   

Victims Rights Grant – 2791 122.77 122.77  

Child Care-Circuit/Family - 2921 2,880.83 2,880.83   

Soldiers Relief Fund – 2930 274.92 274.92  

Senior Millage - 2950 1,006.51 1,006.51   

Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund - 6160 1,703.78 1,703.78   

Self-Insurance Fund - 6770 7,444.35 7,444.35   

Drain Fund - 8010 9,461.90 9,461.90   

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS $342,081.72 $342,081.72   
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners adopts the 

report of claims for October 16, 2020 and October 23, 2020. 
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Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Thiele to adopt 

the report of claims for October 16, 2020 and October 23, 2020. Motion 

carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

  

ACTION ITEMS: 

 

COUNTY OF ALLEGAN – 2020 TAX LEVIES 

17/ WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners (Board) has examined the various 

Government Units Statements of Money to be Raised by Tax for the year 2020 

as submitted by Township and City Clerks of Allegan County and as compiled 

by the Office of Equalization; 

and 
WHEREAS, said Board has examined the various millages and amounts 

requested by said local units and the County of Allegan to be levied in 

the respective units for the year 2020; and 

WHEREAS, the Board has directed the preparation of the Michigan 

Department of Treasury L-4402 for the County of Allegan for the year 2020. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board approves the levy of the 

various millages and amounts requested by the local units of this County be 

spread on their respective tax rolls for the year 2020, subject to 

necessary correction, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board approves the levy of the 

following County Drain Tax for the year 2020, Subject to necessary 

correction. 

COUNTY DRAIN TAX (to be levied as $1,732,033.26 

per specific Drainage Districts) 
 

FURTHERMORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Chairman and the Clerk of the 

Board are authorized to certify the Tax Roll Warrants containing said 

amounts to be levied for each governmental unit for the year 2020; and 

that the Clerk is authorized to mail said Tax Warrants and any other 

necessary documents regarding same to assessors of the respective units of 

government. 

 Moved by Commissioner Thiele, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: Kapegna, Storey, DeYoung, Jessup, Dugan and Cain. Nays: Thiele. 
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BREAK – 2:16 P.M. 

18/ Upon reconvening at 2:30 P.M., the following Commissioners were 

present: Commissioner Kapenga, Storey, Thiele, DeYoung, Jessup, Dugan and 

Cain. Absent: None. 

 

BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY–AUTHORIZE BROWNFIELD PLAN 

DEVELOPMENT/DEVELOP ROCK TENN DEMOLITION PROPOSAL 

19/  WHEREAS, on July 9, 2020, the Board of Commissioners (Board) 

authorized the County Administrator to prepare a Request for Proposal 

(RFP) package for the demolition of the remaining buildings inclusive of a 

bid alternative to add the removal of the foundations; and 

WHEREAS, on September 30, 2020, the Allegan County Brownfield 

Redevelopment Authority met and by motion recommended the County develop a 

brownfield plan and RFP for demolition simultaneously so that all eligible 

expenses to be recovered; and  

WHEREAS, on October 8, 2020 the Executive Director of Services 

presented three options to proceed with the RFP for the demolition of the 

former Rock Tenn paper mill; and  

WHEREAS, a recommendation was made to select option #2 which states, 

“Hire a consultant to develop a BRP and an RFP for demolition and removal. 

The County would proceed immediately with the BRP which would include 

development and release of a 

RFP (after the BRP is approved) initially utilizing Tax Reversion Funds or 

other County funds (plan development and RFP costs up to $60,000 eligible 

for reimbursement). All work is expected to be recuperated through 

financing tools, primarily expected to be Brownfield Tax Incremental 

Financing.”; and  

WHEREAS, Environmental Consulting & Technology (ECT) an environmental 

contractor has completed the Phase I, Phase II and Due Care plan specific 

to the former Rock Tenn property, the Executive Director of Services 

recommends the County proceed with an agreement for ECT to develop the BRP 

to expedite the time-line. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Board approves the recommendation of 

“option 2” as outlined above; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Board authorizes the County Administrator 

to negotiate a contract with ECT for the development a BRP; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the County Administrator is authorized to 

conduct a process to contract with a qualified consulting firm to draft an 

RFP for demolition and removal; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board Chairperson and/or the County 

Administrator is authorized to sign the necessary documents on behalf of 

the County and that the Executive Director of Finance is authorized to 

make the necessary budget adjustments from the Local Revenue Sharing Fund 

Balance (Fund 2470) to complete this action; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED this action shall supersedes any prior Board 

actions.    

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the resolution as presented.  

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Thiele to amend 

the wording under the 4th WHEREAS. Motion amendment carried by roll call 
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vote. Yeas: Kapenga, Storey, Thiele, Jessup, Dugan and Cain. Nays: 

DeYoung. 

Moved by Commissioner Thiele, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to amend 

the motion to identify that any budget adjustments are to be funded by the 

Local Revenue Sharing Fund Balance in the 3rd BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED. 

Motion amendment carried by roll call vote. Yeas: Kapenga, Thiele, 

DeYoung, Dugan and Cain. Nays: Storey and Jessup.  

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the resolution as amended. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 

Kapenga, Storey, Thiele, DeYoung, Dugan and Cain. Nays: Jessup. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

ADMINISTRATION–AUTHORIZE QUIT CLAIM DEED 

20/ WHEREAS, Otsego sold property located at 301 Helen Avenue (54-022-

006-00) adjacent to the Rock Tenn property; and 

WHEREAS, and overlap of 25’ between the properties has been 

identified; and 

WHEREAS, to complete the sale the City of Otsego has requested the 

County authorize a Quit Claim Deed to resolve the overlap. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the County Administrator is authorized 

to work in conjunction with the County Treasurer and Corporation Counsel 

to establish the Quit Claim Deed; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the County Administrator (Robert J. 

Sarro) is fully authorized to sign any necessary documents to complete 

this action. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to take 

immediate action. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: Kapenga, Storey, 

DeYoung, Jessup, Dugan and Cain. Nays: Thiele. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: Kapenga, Storey, DeYoung, Jessup, Dugan and Cain. Nays: Thiele. 

 

COURTHOUSE SIGNAGE 

21/ WHEREAS, on October 8, 2020, the Board of Commissioners discussed the 

proposed installation of new monument signs on the grounds of the 

Courthouse; and 

WHEREAS, preliminary estimate of the cost to construct and install 

two (2) four foot by eight foot (4' x 8') lighted signs, one at the 

northwest corner (Walnut/Trowbridge), the other on the southwest corner 

(Walnut/Hubbard), is approximately $20,000; and 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners approves an 

additional $20,000 to the Courthouse Project from the Capital Improvements 

Fund for the purchase and installation of two external building signs; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the County Administrator is authorized to 

sign the necessary documents on behalf of the County and that the 

Executive Director of Finance is authorized to make the necessary budget 

adjustments to complete this action. 
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Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to take 

immediate action. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: Kapenga, Storey, 

Thiele, DeYoung, Dugan and Cain. Nays: Jessup. 

Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: Kapenga, Storey, DeYoung, Dugan and Cain. Nays: Thiele and Jessup. 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH – AUTHORIZE MOBILE CLINIC VEHICLE 

22/ WHEREAS, on August 13, 2020, the Board of Commissioners (Board) 

authorized the County Administrator to apply for and accept any COVID 

related funding opportunities to reimburse County expenditures or to 

provide funding for direct services to eligible populations (e.g. 

veterans, low to moderate income, seniors, etc.) during the pandemic; and 

WHEREAS, Public Health has identified a need for a mobile 

examination, testing and vaccination clinic, in the fight against COVID-

19 and other diseases, as well as disease prevention; and 

WHEREAS, a mobile clinic would be considered a capital asset, and 

more specifically a vehicle; and 

WHEREAS, on October 8, 2020, the Board directed that any activity 

that would serve to increase the size of the County’s fleet must be 

brought before the Board of Commissioners for consideration; and 

WHEREAS, funding in the amount of up to $225,000 has become 

available to pursue a mobile clinic initiative. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board authorizes the County 

Administrator to purchase the vehicle using grant funds not to exceed 

$225,000 through the facilitation of the Transportation Department and to 

determine the most appropriate process for purchase to meet both County 

policy and funding time parameters, this includes utilizing any 

cooperative agreement or bid processes recently performed within the 

region; and  

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board authorizes the addition of a Public 

Health mobile clinic to the County fleet list; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County fleet list clearly identify 

that grant funding was the method of acquisition for this vehicle, and  

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the County Administrator is authorized 

to sign the necessary documents on behalf of the County and that the 

Executive Director of Finance is authorized to make the necessary budget 

adjustments to complete this action. 

 Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Thiele to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: Kapenga, Storey, DeYoung, Dugan and Cain. Nays: Thiele and Jessup. 

 

ASSISTANT CORPORATION COUNSEL POSITION/2021 GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT 

23/ Administrator Sarro addressed the board regarding the funding source 

of the Assistant Corporation Counsel position. 

 

 Moved by Commissioner Cain, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to 

reconsider the resolution from October 8, 2020 on the 2021 General 

Appropriations Act (page 808-809 of the 10/8/2020 minutes). Motion carried  
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