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MORNING SESSION 

 

SEPTEMBER 23, 2021 SESSION – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

1/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of Michigan, 

met in the Board Room of the County Services Building in the Township of 

Allegan on September 23, 2021 at 9:02 A.M. in accordance with the motion for 

adjournment of September 9, 2021, and rules of this board; Chairman Storey 

presiding. 

 The Deputy Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for the 

respective Districts: 
 DIST #1 DEAN KAPENGA  DIST #5 TOM JESSUP 

 DIST #2 JIM STOREY    DIST #6 GALE DUGAN  

 DIST #3 MAX THIELE    DIST #7 RICK CAIN  

 DIST #4 MARK DeYOUNG  

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS 

2/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and the 

following individuals offered comments: 

1. Jeff Koon of Dorr Twp – opposes mask mandate 
2. Terri Beilby of Martin Twp – opposes mask mandate 

 

AGENDA – ADOPTED AS PRESENTED 

3/ Moved by Commissioner DeYoung, seconded by Commissioner Thiele to adopt 

the meeting agenda as presented. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 7 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

DRAFT 2022 BUDGET 

4/ Administrator Sarro presented the FY2022 proposed budget. Financially, 

the upcoming year is planned to maintain a stable level of service and 

operations, and implement several Board priorities in the law enforcement, 

judicial, and transportation areas. 

 Executive Director of Finance Lorna Nenciarini reviewed the compiled 

questions that commissioners sent in regarding the draft budget.  

Budget discussions will continue on September 30, 2021. 

 

BREAK – 10:09 A.M. 

5/ Upon reconvening at 10:22 A.M., the following Commissioners were 

present: Commissioner Kapenga, Storey, Thiele, DeYoung, Jessup, Dugan and 

Cain. Absent: None. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS: 

6/ Administrator Rob Sarro noted his written report was submitted to 

Commissioners.  

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 

7/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and as there 

were no comments from the public, he closed the meeting to public 

participation. 
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ADJOURNMENT UNTIL SEPTEMBER 30, 2021 AT 9:00 A.M. 

8/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

adjourn until September 30, 2021 at 9:00 A.M. The motion carried by roll 

call vote and the meeting was adjourned at 11:33 A.M. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 

votes. 

 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

 

SEPTEMBER 23, 2021 SESSION – INVOCATION, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

9/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of Michigan, 

met in the Board Room of the County Services Building in the Township of 

Allegan on September 23, 2021 at 1:05 P.M. in accordance with the motion for 

adjournment of September 9, 2021, and rules of this Board; Chairman Storey 

presiding. 

 The invocation was offered by District #2 Commissioner Storey. 

 The Deputy County Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for the 

respective Districts: 
 DIST #1 DEAN KAPENGA  DIST #5 TOM JESSUP – Left at 3:35 P.M.  

 DIST #2 JIM STOREY    DIST #6 GALE DUGAN  

 DIST #3 MAX THIELE    DIST #7 RICK CAIN  

 DIST #4 MARK DeYOUNG 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

10/ Deputy Clerk Tien noted to the board that they received the following 

resolution: 

1. Resolution from Roscommon County opposing proposed legislative changes 
to the current mental health systems 

 

SEPTEMBER 9, 2021 SESSION MINUTES – ADOPTED 

11/ Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to 

approve the minutes for the September 9, 2021 session as distributed. Motion 

carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 

12/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and as there 

were no comments from the public, he closed the meeting to public 

participation. 

 

AGENDA – ADOPTED AS PRESENTED 

13/ Moved by Commissioner Cain, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to adopt 

the meeting agenda as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 7 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

INFORMATIONAL SESSION 

14/ Prosecuting Attorney Myrene Koch presented the 2020 Annual Report for 

the Prosecutor’s Office. 
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SHERIFF OFFICE UPDATE 

15/ Sheriff Baker addressed the board and noted he met with Operation Life 

Saver earlier this morning. Operation Life Saver brought concerns to the 

Sheriff’s Department on rail crossings throughout the County (ie: track 

crossings without side arms, no stop signs).  

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS: 

16/ Administrator Rob Sarro noted his written report was submitted to 

Commissioners.  

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE – CLAIMS & INTERFUND TRANSFERS 

17/ WHEREAS, Administration has compiled the following claims for September 

17, 2021 and September 24, 2021; and 

WHEREAS, the following claims, which are chargeable against the County, 

were audited in accordance with Section 46.61 to 46.63, inclusive, M.C.L. 

1970 as amended and resolutions of the Board; and 

WHEREAS, said claims are listed in the 2021 Claims folder of the 

Commissioners’ Record of Claims. 

 

September 17, 2021 

  

 

  

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 1010  94,245.64 94,425.64  

Park/Recreation Fund - 2080  7,468.15 7,468.15  

Central Dispatch/E911 Fund - 2110  4,657.50 4,657.50  

Central Dispatch CIP – 2118  276.00 276.00  

Friend Of The Court Office - 2151  2,637.01 2,637.01  

Health Department Fund – 2210  29,609.07 29,609.07  

Transportation Grant – 2300  67,389.66 67,389.66  

Capital Improvement Fund - 2450  6,395.84 6,395.84  

Register of Deeds Automation Fund - 2560   133.47 133.47  

Indigent Defense - 2600  29,256.97 29,256.97  

Drug Law Enforcement Fund - Prosecutor- 2651  252.07 252.07  

Grants - 2790  13,653.44 13,653.44  

Wayland Township – 2806  2,093.18 2,093.18  

Child Care – Circuit/Family - 2921   11,323.68 11,323.68  

Senior Millage - 2950  116,556.28 116,556.28  

Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund – 6160  602.77 602.77  

Tax Reversion – 6200  63.99 63.99  

Tax Reversion 2020 – 6201  51.92 51.92  

Drain Equip Revolving - 6390  57.61 57.61  

Fleet Management – 6612  110.08 110.08  

Self-Insurance Fund - 6770  17,290.67 17,290.67  

Drain Fund – 8010  3,565.00 3,565.00  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS 
 

$407,870.00  $407,870.00   
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September 24, 2021 

  

 

  

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 1010  105,486.67 105,486.67  

Park/Recreation Fund - 2080  353.44 353.44  

Central Dispatch/E911 Fund - 2110  96.78 96.78  

Friend Of The Court Office - 2151  176.43 176.43  

Health Department Fund – 2210  14,887.78 14,887.78  

Solid Waste – 2211  66,740.40 66,740.40  

Transportation Grant – 2300  3,092.96 3,092.96  

Capital Improvement Fund - 2450  345,245.37 345,245.37  

Animal Shelter – 2550  6,438.00 6,438.00  

Register of Deeds Automation Fund - 2560   13,322.90 13,322.90  

Indigent Defense - 2600  9,740.00 9,740.00  

CDBG Loan Repayment -2771  30.00 30.00  

Wayland Township – 2806  3,161.96 3,161.96  

Child Care – Circuit/Family - 2921   9,724.09 9,724.09  

Senior Millage - 2950  51,111.51 51,111.51  

Self-Insurance Fund - 6770  2,719.34 2,719.34  

Drain Fund – 8010  36,938.66 36,938.66  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS 
 

$669,266.29  $669,266.29   
 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners adopts the 

report of claims for September 17, 2021 and September 24, 2021. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to adopt 

the report of claims for September 17, 2021 and September 24, 2021. Motion 

carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

  

ACTION ITEMS: 

 

2022 BUDGET – SET BUDGET HEARING 

18/ WHEREAS, consistent with the Uniform Budgeting Act, the County 

Administrator has submitted a recommended balanced budget to the Board of 

Commissioners; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has accepted the recommended budget 

for final consideration. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that along with consideration of the final 

proposed budget, the Board of Commissioners has set a public hearing at 7:00 

P.M. at the Annual Board Meeting on October 14, 2021, for review of the 2022 

budget. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas:  7 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
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MICHIGAN RECYCLING COALITION HOUSE BILLS 4454-4461 – REQUEST LETTER OF 

SUPPORT 

19/  Moved by Commissioner Thiele, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to take 

the Michigan Recycling Coalition House Bills 4454-4461 request letter of 

support off the table. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 7 votes. 

Nays: 0 votes. 

 Michigan Recycling Coalition Executive Director Kerrin O’Brien gave a 

presentation regarding proposed updates to Part 115 and the current status 

of this legislation. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to have 

Administration draft a letter of support on House Bills 4454-4461 and bring 

before the board at a future meeting. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 7 

votes. Nays: 0 votes.  

 

MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT FOR COVID-19 

20/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Cain to take 

Mental Health Support for COVID-19 off the table. Motion carried by voice 

vote. Yeas: 6 votes. Nays: Thiele. 

 Administrator Sarro reviewed different options for funding mental 

health support for COVID-19 with local service providers. 

 

Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Jessup that the 

County work in conjunction with Community Mental Health to utilize the CCBHC 

program to support students and families that may be experiencing mental 

health challenges in connection with the COVID-19 pandemic, and that in the 

event CMH is unable to meet the initial demand for services, the County 

Administrator is authorized to enter in an agreement with Charles Nechtum 

Associates for a Student/Family Assistance Program to provide such services. 

Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Jessup that is 

it further moved that the funds, up to $74,000 for up to one year, for such 

services are authorized to be utilized from the ARPA funds; the Executive 

Director of Finance is authorized to make the necessary budget 

adjustments. Motion amendment carried by roll call vote. Yeas: Kapenga, 

DeYoung, Jessup, Dugan and Cain. Nays: Storey and Thiele. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Cain that it is 

further moved that the Board shall evaluate the demand and utilization of 

such services after 90 days from the start of service offering. Motion 

amendment carried by roll call vote. Yeas: Kapenga, Storey, DeYoung, Jessup, 

Dugan and Cain. Nays: Thiele. 

Commissioner Thiele called for division of the question for the final 

motion.  

Part 1 carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 
Part 1: Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Jessup that the County work in 

conjunction with Community Mental Health to utilize the CCBHC program to support students and 

families that may be experiencing mental health challenges in connection with the COVID-19 

pandemic 

Part 2 carried by roll call vote: Yeas: Kapenga, DeYoung, Jessup, Dugan and 

Cain. Nays: Storey and Thiele. 
Part 2: and that in the event CMH is unable to meet the initial demand for services, the County 

Administrator is authorized to enter in an agreement with Charles Nechtum Associates for a 

Student/Family Assistance Program to provide such services. 
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Final approved motion: 

 

Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Jessup that the 

County work in conjunction with Community Mental Health to utilize the CCBHC 

program to support students and families that may be experiencing mental 

health challenges in connection with the COVID-19 pandemic, and that in the 

event CMH is unable to meet the initial demand for services, the County 

Administrator is authorized to enter in an agreement with Charles Nechtum 

Associates for a Student/Family Assistance Program to provide such 

services.  AMENDMENT 1:  The funds, up to $74,000 for up to one year, for 

such services are authorized to be utilized from the ARPA funds; the 

Executive Director of Finance is authorized to make the necessary budget 

adjustments.  AMENDMENT 2:  It is further moved that the Board shall 

evaluate the demand and utilization of such services after 90 days from the 

start of service offering.  

Part 1 carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

Part 2 carried by roll call vote: Yeas: Kapenga, DeYoung, Jessup, Dugan and 

Cain. Nays: Storey and Thiele. 

 

APPOINTMENTS 

21/ 

 

COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH 

Chairman Storey announced the appointment of the following individual 

to the Community Mental Health Board to fill the remainder of 3-year term; 

term to expire 3/31/2024. 

  

Craig VanBeek, 4290 Summer Creek Dr., Dorr MI 

 

 Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Cain to approve 

the appointment as made. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 6 votes. Nays: 

0 votes. Absent: 1 vote. 

 

TOURIST COUNCIL 

Chairman Storey announced the appointment of the following individual 

to the Tourist Council to fill the remainder of a 3-year term; term to 

expire 12/31/2022. 

 

 Richard H. Burn, 1312 St. Andrews Dr., Holland MI  

 

 Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Cain to approve 

the appointment as made. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 6 votes. Nays: 

0 votes. Absent: 1 vote. 

 

WATER STUDY WORKGROUP 

Moved by Commissioner Thiele, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to add the 

Consulting Group to the Water Study Workgroup and request their 

participation in the group. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 6 votes. 

Nays: 0 votes. Absent: 1 vote. 
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Moved by Commissioner Thiele, seconded by Commissioner Cain to rescind 

the positions listed in the resolution from June 11, 2021 creating the Water 

Study Workgroup and replace with the revised positions: 

 

County Water Study Workgroup 

Position: Description/Role # of Seats 

(11 Total) 

County 

Commissioners 

 2 

Consultant 

 

 
1 

Municipal Water 

Supply 

Supervisor or 

Technician 

 
1 

Academia  
 

1 

Agricultural 

Businesses: 

Growers & 

Livestock 

 1 

Allegan County 

Conservation 

District (ACCD) 

 
1 

Well Driller 
 

1 

Community Member 

(owner of a 

private water 

supply) 

 2 

Tribal Member 
 

1 

 

Chairman Storey announced the appointments of the following positions to the 

Water Study Workgroup: 

  

 Doug Sweeris, 350 North Street, Allegan, MI 49010 (Municipal Water Supply Supervisor) 

Erick Elgin, 5479 W 72nd St. Suite 206, Fremont, MI 49412 (Academia) 

Chad Kraai, 4255 Pickerel Cove Road, Shelbyville, MI 49344 (Well Driller) 

John R. Curtis, 2264 Lakeshore Drive, Fennville, MI 49408 (Community Member)  

Tom Kunetz, 1834 Arrowhead Trail, Allegan, MI  49010 (Community Member) 

Jay Drozd, 315 M40, Allegan, MI  49010 (Agriculture) 

 

Moved by Commissioner Thiele, seconded by Commissioner Cain to approve 

the appointments as made. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 6 votes. Nays: 

0 votes. Absent: Jessup. 
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