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Instructions for Small Estates 

When a decedent's estate is small enough, Michigan law (MCL 700.3982) allows the estate to be 
probated using an expedited process that does not require the appointment of a personal 
representative, takes no notice of any will, and results in a Court Order assigning assets. 
However, this expedited process includes several requirements:  
 

1. You must fill out a Petition and Order for Assignment. There is a $25 filing fee, a $12 
certified copy fee for your certified copy of the Order, and a statutorily-mandated 
inventory fee based on the value of the estate. Checks should be made payable to the 
Allegan County Probate Court. 

2. The decedent must have been either an Allegan County resident, or a non-resident of 
Michigan who left property in Allegan County.  

3. The total value of the estate, subtracting any funeral and burial expenses which are either 
unpaid or were paid by someone other than the decedent after the decedent’s death, is 
under a maximum amount dictated by state statute. This amount is adjusted for cost-of-
living based on the year of death as follows: 
 
Date of Death Amount 
2005-2006 $18,000.00 
2007-2008 $19,000.00 
2009-2011 $20,000.00 
2012-2013 $21,000.00 
2014-2017 $22,000.00 
2018-2019 $23,000.00 
2020-2021 $24,000.00 
2022-2023 $25,000.00 
2024 $50,000.00 

 
 

4. Funeral and burial expenses are those expenses directly connected with a funeral or 
memorial service and with the burial or cremation of the body. Funeral and burial 
expenses must be accounted for by a bill from the funeral home.  

5. If someone paid some or all of the funeral or burial expenses for the decedent, there must 
be a receipt from the funeral home indicating who paid and the amount paid.  

6. A description and value must be given of all property within the decedent’s estate. Any 
liens, encumbrances, or mortgages on real estate can be used to reduce the property’s 
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value listed on the form. For bank accounts, indicate the name of the bank, the account 
number(s), and the balance at the date of death. For stocks and bonds, indicate the name  
 
 
 
of the corporation, number of shares, price per share, and total value at the date of death. 
For autos, trucks, boats, etc., include a description and the vehicle number. For real 
estate, list the complete legal description, and not simply the street address. 

7. The follow documents are required and must be pre-filled with your information: 
a. Death Certificate  
b. Funeral Bill  
c. Proof of payment of Funeral Bill (if any) 
d. MC 97 Protected Personal Identifying Information 
e. MC 97a Addendum to Protected Personal Identifying Information 
f. PC556m Petition for Assignment  
g. PC556o Order for Assignment  

 


