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Mission Statement 
“The Allegan County Board of Commissioners shall plan, develop, and evaluate the  

necessary policies and resources to ensure our county continues to progress and prosper”

A l l e g a n  C o u n t y
B o a r d  o f   
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  

County Services Building 
3283 – 122nd Avenue 
Allegan, MI  49010 
269-673-0203 Main Office
269-686-5331 Main Fax
http://www.allegancounty.org

Jim Storey, Chairperson 
Dean Kapenga, Vice Chairperson 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING – AGENDA 
Thursday, March 10, 2022 – 1PM 
County Services Building – Board Room 
Virtual Connectivity Options Attached 

1PM CALL TO ORDER: 
ROLL CALL: 
OPENING PRAYER:  Commissioner Mark DeYoung 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
PUBLIC HEARING:   
Gun Lake/Michigan Department of Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant 
Application 
COMMUNICATIONS:  Attached 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
February 24, 2022 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS:  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
PRESENTATIONS:   
Employee Introductions:   
1. Lynn Bullard, Friend of the Court Administrator (introduced by 

Jennifer Brink, Circuit Court Administrator)
2. Amy Nelsen, Deputy Register of Deeds (introduced by Bob Genetski, 

County Clerk/Register of Deeds) 
PROCLAMATIONS: 
MEMORIAM:  George Wesbey 
INFORMATIONAL SESSION:   
County Clerk/Register of Deeds – Bob Genetski 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS: 

CONSENT ITEMS: 

1. Motion to approve of claims paid and to incorporate into proceedings of the Board
(3/4/22 & 3/11/22)

ACTION ITEMS: 

1. None

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

http://www.allegancounty.org/


 
1. Gun Lake Park—authorization to apply and match funds for Michigan Natural 

Resource Trust Fund (MNRTF) Grant (210-129) 
   

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENTS & ELECTIONS: 
1. Community Mental Health (E): 

• Two General Public Representatives—term expires 3/31/22 
• One Family Representative—term expires 3/31/22 

APPOINTMENTS:  
1. West MI Regional Planning Commission 

• One Representative (TJessup already appointed on 12/9/21) 
• One Alternate Representative—term expires 12/31/22 (JStorey) 
• One Representative—term expires 12/31/22 (RSarro) 
• One Private Sector—term expires 12/31/22    Application REC 2/24/22 

2. Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
• One Representative—term expires 12/31/19     
• One Representatives—term expires 12/31/21 

3. Parks Advisory Board 
• One Representative—term expires 12/31/22 
• One Representative—term expires 12/31/21 

4. Solid Waste Planning Committee 
• One Solid Waste Industry Representative—term expired 12/31/20 
• One Township Representative—term expired 12/31/19 
• One Industrial Waste Generator Representative—term expired 12/31/20 
• One Solid Waste Representative—term expired 12/31/19 

ELECTIONS: 
1. Commission on Aging 

• One Member At-Large Representative—term expired 12/31/22 
2. Economic Development Commission 

• One Arts & Culture Representative—term expired 12/31/21 
• One Mfg./Industry Representative—term expired 12/31/21 
• One Real Estate/Development Representative—term expired 12/31/22 
• One Recreation/Tourism Representative—term expires 12/31/22 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS:  

• Opening Prayer:  Commissioner Tom Jessup 
• Employee Recognition:  Sergeant Morgan Sullivan 
• Informational Session:  Economic Development 
• Motion to approve of claims paid and to incorporate into proceedings of the Board            

(3/18/22 & 3/25/22) 
REQUEST FOR PER DIEM/MILEAGE: 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS REPORTS: 
ROUND TABLE: 
ADJOURNMENT: Next Meeting – Thursday, March 24, 2022, 1:00PM @ BOARD 
ROOM – COUNTY SERVICES BUILDING, COUNTY SERVICES COMPLEX. 
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Board of Commissioners
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March 10, 2022

Allegan County 
3283 122nd Ave

Allegan, MI 49010



STEP 1: Connect to the Meeting
• OPTION 1: Zoom over Telephone

• Call (929) 205-6099 -or- (312) 626-6799 -or- (253) 215-8782
• Type in Meeting ID: 863 0066 7161, then #, then # again
• Type in Meeting Password: 31022, then #

• To raise your hand to speak, press *9
• To Mute and Unmute, press *6

<STOP here>
You do not have to continue reading the rest of the instructions.

• OPTION 2: Youtube
• Open Internet Explorer or Chrome
• Navigate to https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQIiZQstN2Pa57QAItAWdKA
• Click on image of “Live” video

<STOP here>
You do not have to continue reading the rest of the instructions.

• OPTION 3: Zoom over Web browser
• Open Internet Explorer or Chrome
• Navigate to https://zoom.us/j/86300667161
• Meeting Password: 31022

<Continue with the rest of the instructions>

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQIiZQstN2Pa57QAItAWdKA
https://zoom.us/j/86300667161


STEP 2: Enter registration information

4. Click when  
done.

1. Enter name  
and email

2. Click this box 3. Answer challenge  
question



STEP 3: This Window will appear when  
connected.



STEP 4: Adjust audio settings
(if needed)



STEP 5: Raise hand to be  
recognized to speak.

• Once “Raise Hand” is clicked, the Board Chairperson will  
receive notice and may UNMUTE your microphone when  
ready and verbally recognize you to speak.

On bottom of screen.



STEP 6: To leave the meeting



Published in Allegan County News 3/3/22 

COUNTY OF ALLEGAN 
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES (MNRTF) TRUST FUND GRANT 

APPLICATION/GUN LAKE 
 

The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan will hold a public hearing on March 10, 2022, 
at 1:00PM at the County Services Building, 3283—122nd Avenue, Allegan, Michigan for the purpose of 
affording citizens an opportunity to submit comments on the proposed MNRTF Grant Application for the 
County Gun Lake Park. The public may participate in the meeting/public hearing by calling 1-929-205-
6099, Meeting ID: 863 0066 7161, and Meeting Password 31022.  For other options connecting to the 
meeting, please visit the Full Calendar meeting date on the website at www.allegancounty.org or contact 
the County Administrator’s Office at 269-673-0239.   
 
The County proposes to use $300,000.00 of MNRTF funds to complete the improvements identified in 
the Gun Lake Master Plan. 
 
A copy of the proposed MNRTF application and draft Master Plan for the County’s Gun Lake Park is 
available for public inspection at www.allegancounty.org under Connect – News Media Room or at the 
Office of the County Administrator (address below), weekdays, between 8:00AM and 5:00PM.  
Comments may be submitted in writing through March 9, 2022, to the address below or made in person at 
the public hearing. 
 
The County will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services to individuals with disabilities 
at the public hearing upon one (1) week notice. Individuals requiring auxiliary aids or services should 
contact the following in writing or by telephone:  
 

Robert J. Sarro, 
County Administrator, 
3283 – 122nd Avenue, 

Allegan, Michigan, 49010 
administration@allegancounty.org 

http://www.allegancounty.org/
http://www.allegancounty.org/
mailto:administration@allegancounty.org


BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
County Building 

P.O. Box 70, Room 131 

Cheboygan, Michigan 49721 

Cheboygan County Resolution #2022-03 

Tel- (231) 627-8858 

Fax- (231) 627-8881 

E-mail- ccao@cheboyf!ancounty.net 

Urging The Return Of State Workers To In-Person Operations 

WHEREAS, in October 2021 the State of Michigan removed the set date for State workers to 
return to in-person operations and left each department or agency to set their own scheduled to 
return; and, 

WHEREAS, each department and agency have the knowledge and resources to develop agency 
work plans to return to in-person operations; and, 

WHEREAS, the majority of businesses, industry, governmental operations, school districts and 
non-profit agencies have returned to on-site operations; and, 

WHEREAS, Cheboygan County has received complaints from citizens concerning the lack of 
accessibility and the delay of responsiveness due to State workers not operating within their on­
site offices, as well as have experienced difficulties and delays in coordinating services between 
County Offices and State departments and agencies such as DHHS; and, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cheboygan County Board of 
Commissioners urges Governor Whitmer to immediately direct department and state agencies to 
complete work plans to return to on-site operations as quickly as possible in order to provide the 
services and convenience that the citizens of Michigan expect from their government; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to all Michigan 
Counties, Senator Wayne Schmidt, Representative Sue Allor, Representative John Damoose, 
Governor Gretchen Whitmer, and the Michigan Association of Counties. 

Aoopted this 22nd day of February, 2022 
Jo B. Wallace, Chairperson 
Cheboygan County Board of Commissioners 

1, -Karen L. Brewster the undersigned, the Clerk of the County of Cheboygan, Cheboygan, 
Mithigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of certain 
proceedings taken by the Cheboygan County Board of commissioners at its regular meeting 
held on February 22, 2022, relative to adoption of the resolution therein set forth; that said 
meeting was conducted and public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in full 
compliance with the Open Meetings Act, being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and 

District 1 District 2 District 3 District 4 
Curtis Chambers Richard B. Sangster Michael Newman Ron Williams 

Vice-Chairman 

District 5 
Roberta Matelski 

District6 
John B. Wallace 
Chair 

District 7 
Steve Warfield 



that the minutes of said meeting were kept and will be or have been made available as required 
by said Act. 

In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed the seal of said Court and 
County, this 22nd day of February, 2022. ·-;:1,_/· ·y; k) -L­

T1 OV'~ ()L- , ~ 

Karen L. Brewster 
Cheboygan County Clerk/Register 









Resolutions 

 

Resolution 16-2022 

Date: February 16, 2022 

 

 

Resolution Supporting the Community Mental Health Authority and Opposing Current 
State Legislation to Change the CMHA 

 

WHEREAS, Northern Lakes Community Mental Health Authority has served for more than 50 
years as the public mental health service provider for this community, serving approximately 
2,100 residents yearly in Grand Traverse County; and 

 

WHEREAS, Northern Lakes Community Mental Health Authority was created by the Grand 
Traverse County Board of Commissioners as duly authorized under the Community Mental 
Health Act of 1963;and 

 

WHEREAS, every year, thousands of individuals and their families in this community depend on 
the public behavioral health system for daily and life-long supports and services; and 

 

WHEREAS, Grand Traverse County opposes any behavioral health redesign that harms the state 
and county partnership for community mental health and related Medicaid safety net services, 
or seeks to privatize Medicaid behavioral health services; and 

 

WHEREAS, recent proposals in the Michigan House and Senate fundamentally change the 
public behavioral health system and will harm those served by the system. The Grand Traverse 
County Board opposes these proposals because: 

 

Local public oversight, local governance, local operations, and local accountability would be 
ended; 

Beneficiaries would stand to lose access to services, supports, and input into the design and 
operation of their services and support system. Many of our residents would be left out of the 
redesign proposals completely; 

The Senate proposal specifically incentivizes and prioritizes profits to private companies at the 
expense of the public and the people served by our public behavioral health system; and 

  

WHEREAS, instead of damaging our public behavioral health system through pursuit of these 
proposals, recent innovations by the Public Health system should be supported. The Grand 
Traverse County Board supports, and asks our Legislative and Executive Branch leaders to 
support: 

•Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics (CCBHCs) 

•Behavioral Health Homes 



Resolutions 

•Opioid Health Homes, and 

  

WHEREAS, the public behavioral health system is the safety net system for our state's most 
vulnerable and needy people. We believe strongly that the public safety net behavioral health 
system must remain public in governance, public in accountability, funding, and operation. We 
believe strongly that Grand Traverse County must have direct in-person access to their board 
member representatives in the community and to the whole board of directors through 
participation in local public board meetings under the  Open Meetings Act. Recent state 
legislation by the Senate and House eliminates these key features of the behavioral health 
system. We stand united in opposing these proposals; and 

 

WHEREAS, the House and Senate proposals as they currently stand shifts the responsibility for 
managing public services from local involvement and oversight to either a privatized plan or to 
a state-run plan. The premise of these proposals seems to be that privatization (Senate) and 
state-centralization are better than local access, local control, local accountability, collaborative 
and regional/local management, and local oversight. These are just a few of the beneficial 
features of the current public behavioral health system that the House and Senate proposals 
ignore, and for these reasons we stand united in opposition to them; and 

 

WHEREAS, having come through a recent pandemic, and currently dealing with further results 
of the pandemic, this is no time for a major upheaval of the public behavioral health system 
that so many thousands of persons, their families, and our entire community relies on for 
support. The public behavioral health safety net has ensured continued services and supports 
for all these people in our community throughout the pandemic period. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Commissioners of the County of Grand Traverse, 
that we request that our policy making representatives support, improve, and strengthen the 
public behavioral health safety net system, and that you support improvements in the delivery 
of publicly governed, publicly accountable, publicly operated regional, and community-based 
systems, invest in and expand initiatives that are proven to improve citizen access, beneficiary 
engagement, individual and population health, behavioral wellbeing, quality of life, and 
community betterment, such as those mentioned above. These are among the 
accomplishments of the public system that would be destroyed by pursuing these new 
legislative proposals. 

  

  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be transmitted to the Governor 
Gretchen Whitmer, State Senator Wayne Schmidt, State Representative John Roth, the 
Michigan Association of Counties (MAC), and the other 82 Michigan counties. 
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MORNING SESSION 

 

FEBRUARY 24, 2022 SESSION – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

1/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of Michigan, 

met in the Board Room of the County Services Building in the Township of 

Allegan on February 24, 2022 at 9:00 A.M. in accordance with the motion for 

adjournment of February 10, 2022, and rules of this board; Chairman Storey 

presiding. 

 The Deputy Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for the 

respective Districts: 

  
 DIST #1 DEAN KAPENGA  DIST #5 TOM JESSUP  

 DIST #2 JIM STOREY    DIST #6 GALE DUGAN  

 DIST #3 MAX THIELE    DIST #7 RICK CAIN - Absent 

 DIST #4 MARK DeYOUNG  

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 

2/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and as there 

were no comments from the public, he closed the meeting to public 

participation. 

 

AGENDA ADDITIONS 

3/ Chairman Storey asked if there were any additions or changes to the 

agenda. Commissioner DeYoung asked to have a closed session regarding 

personnel performance evaluation. 

 Moved by Commissioner DeYoung, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

adopt the changes to the meeting agenda as requested. Motion carried by roll 

call vote. Yeas: Kapenga, Storey, Thiele, DeYoung and Dugan. Nays: Jessup. 

Absent: Cain. 

 

AGENDA – ADOPTED AS AMENDED 

4/ Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Jessup to adopt 

the meeting agenda as presented. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 6 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent: 1 vote. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH QUARTERLY REPORT 

5/ Health Officer Angelique Joynes addressed the board with the Public 

Health Quarterly Report. 
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BREAK – 10:00 A.M. 

6/ Upon reconvening at 10:10 A.M., the following Commissioners were 

present: Commissioner Kapenga, Storey, Thiele, DeYoung, Jessup and Dugan. 

Absent: Cain. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS 

7/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and the 

following individual offered comment: 

1. Carl Avery of Monterey Township said hello to the board 
 

CLOSED SESSION: PERSONNEL PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 

8/ Moved by Commissioner DeYoung, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

recess to closed session to discuss personnel performance evaluation. Motion 

carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 6 votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent: Cain. 

 

RECONVENE/ROLL CALL 

9/ Upon reconvening at 1:06 P.M., the following Commissioners were 

present: Kapenga, Storey, Thiele, DeYoung, Jessup and Dugan. Absent: Cain. 

 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MARCH 10, 2022 AT 9:00 A.M. 

10/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to 

adjourn until March 10, 2022 at 9:00 A.M. The motion carried by voice vote 

and the meeting was adjourned at 1:09 P.M. Yeas: 6 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

Absent: 1 vote. 

 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

 

FEBRUARY 24, 2022 SESSION – INVOCATION, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

11/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of Michigan, 

met in the Board Room of the County Services Building in the Township of 

Allegan on February 24, 2022 at 1:00 P.M. in accordance with the motion for 

adjournment of February 10, 2022, and rules of this Board; Chairman Storey 

presiding. 

 The invocation was offered by District #1 Commissioner Kapenga. 

 The Deputy County Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for the 

respective Districts: 

  
 DIST #1 DEAN KAPENGA  DIST #5 TOM JESSUP  

 DIST #2 JIM STOREY    DIST #6 GALE DUGAN  

 DIST #3 MAX THIELE    DIST #7 RICK CAIN - Absent 

 DIST #4 MARK DeYOUNG  

 

FEBRUARY 10, 2022 SESSION MINUTES – ADOPTED 

12/ Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to 

approve the minutes for the February 10, 2022 session as distributed. Motion 

carried by voice vote. Yeas: 6 votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent: 1 vote. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS 

13/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and the 

following individual offered comment: 

1. Harold Michaels of 3905 40th Street in Hamilton addressed the board 
regarding issues with barking dogs and distributed a copy of a local 

ordinance on the issue  

 

AGENDA – ADOPTED AS PRESENTED 

14/ Moved by Commissioner Thiele, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to adopt 

the meeting agenda as presented. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 6 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent: 1 vote 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS: 

15/ Administrator Rob Sarro noted his written report was submitted to 

Commissioners. Highlights included compensation study; facility master 

planning; contracts for additional law enforcement service; Eden software; 

public health field delivery; Business Intelligence Report 2021; and Senior 

Services.  

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE – CLAIMS & INTERFUND TRANSFERS 

16/ WHEREAS, Administration has compiled the following claims for February 

18, 2022 and February 25, 2022; and 

WHEREAS, the following claims, which are chargeable against the County, 

were audited in accordance with Section 46.61 to 46.63, inclusive, M.C.L. 

1970 as amended and resolutions of the Board; and 

WHEREAS, said claims are listed in the 2022 Claims folder of the 

Commissioners’ Record of Claims. 

 

February 18, 2022 

  

 

TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 101  63,702.73 63,702.73  

General Fund - 1010  1,056.00 1,056.00  

Parks/Recreation Fund - 208  2,124.32 2,124.32  

Friend of the Court – Cooperative Reimb – 215  774.27 774.27  

Health Department Fund - 221  82,441.07 82,441.07  

Health Department Fund - 2210  2,743.02 2,743.02  

Solid Waste/Recycling - 226  60,202.74 60,202.74  

Animal Shelter - 2550  2,558.13 2,558.13  

Register of Deeds Automation Fund - 256  736.98 736.98  

Indigent Defense Fund - 260  314.11 314.11  

Central Dispatch Fund – 261  3,356.31 3,356.31  

Grants - 279  3,940.57 3,940.57  

Transportation Fund - 288  3,948.17 3,948.17  

Child Care Fund - 292  32,276.49 32,276.49  

Senior Services Fund - 298  36.01 36.01  
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Central Dispatch CIP - 496  84.95 84.95  

Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund - 516  6,791.57 6,791.57  

Tax Reversion - 620  63.83 63.83  

Revolving Drain Maintenance Fund - 639  162.98 162.98  

Fleet Management/Motor Pool - 661  119.80 119.80  

Self-Insurance Fund - 677  31,980.00 31,980.00  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS 
 

$299,414.05 $299,414.05  

 

February 25, 2022 

  

 

TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 101  60,651.12 60,651.12  

General Fund - 1010  30,284.00 30,284.00  

Parks/Recreation Fund - 208  286.30 286.30  

Health Department Fund - 221  4,830.87 4,830.87  

Solid Waste/Recycling - 226  2,017.98 2,017.98  

Capital Improvement Fund - 2450  93,051.18 93,051.18  

Central Dispatch Fund – 261  2,677.39 2,677.39  

Transportation Fund - 288  1,815.80 1,815.80  

Child Care Fund - 292  4,954.65 4,954.65  

Veterans Relief Fund - 293  1,134.60 1,134.60  

Senior Services Fund - 298  164,284.15 164,284.15  

Tax Reversion 2018 - 629  180.00 180.00  

Fleet Management/Motor Pool - 661  472.91 472.91  

Self-Insurance Fund - 677  3,617.25 3,617.25  

Drain Fund - 801  94,929.33 94,929.33  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS 
 

$465,187.53 $465,187.53  

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners adopts the 

report of claims for February 18, 2022 and February 25, 2022. 

Moved by Commissioner Thiele, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to adopt 

the report of claims for February 18, 2022 and February 25, 2022. Motion 

carried by roll call vote. Yeas:  votes. Nays:  votes. Absent: 1 vote. 

  

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND GRANT APPLICATION/GUN 

LAKE – SET PUBLIC HEARING 

17/ WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has received the draft Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Trust Fund Grant Application for Gun 

Lake Park Improvements Project. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners has set a 

public hearing at 1:00 P.M. at the Board meeting on March 10, 2022, for 

public comment; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that County Administration will publish the 

necessary notices. 

Moved by Commissioner DeYoung, seconded by Commissioner Thiele to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 6 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent: 1 vote. 

 

AMEND COMMISSION ON AGING BYLAWS 

18/ Commissioners reviewed the recommendation from the Commission on Aging 

(COA) to amend their by-laws to reduce the number of COA members from 11 to 

9 with one (1) County Commissioner, four (4) Senior Representatives, and 

four (4) Members at Large. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Thiele to amend 

the resolution to proceed with Option 1 with representation including one 

(1) Commissioner, five (5) Senior Representatives and five (5) Members at 

Large. Motion failed by voice vote. Yeas: Dugan. Nays: Kapenga, Storey, 

Thiele, DeYoung and Jessup. Absent: Cain. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Allegan County Board of Commissioners hereby 

approves the amended COA By-laws, as attached; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that these attached by-laws supersede any 

previously established action. 

 Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 

6 votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent: 1 vote. 
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February 24, 2022 Session  

APPOINTMENTS – SOLID WASTE PLANNING COMMISSION 

19/ Chairman Storey announced the appointment of the following individual 

to the Solid Waste Planning Commission to fill the remainder of a 2-year 

term; term to expire 12/31/2022. 

 William Walker, 242 Cutler St., Allegan MI 

 

 Moved by Commissioner Jessup, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the appointment as made. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 6 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent: 1 vote. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 

20/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and as there 

were no comments from the public, he closed the meeting to public 

participation. 

 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MARCH 10, 2022 AT 1:00 P.M. 

21/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

adjourn until March 10, 2022 at 1:00 P.M. The motion carried by voice vote 

and the meeting was adjourned at 2:08 P.M. Yeas: 6 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

Absent: 1 vote. 

 

 

 

 

Deputy Clerk  

 

 

 

Board Chairperson   Minutes approved during the 00/00/2022 Session 

 



  ALLEGAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
  I N   M E M 0 R I A M 

 
  George Wesbey 

  May 31, 1928 – January 10, 2022 

TO THE HONORABLES, THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS,  
Gentlemen:  

WHEREAS, our Almighty God in His providence has removed from this life our friend 

and public servant, George Wesbey; and 

WHEREAS, the members of this Board, recognize and are grateful for his passionate, 
lifetime commitment to citizenship, and public service in our Allegan County 
Community. From January 1993 to December 2002, George served as District #5 
Commissioner of the Allegan County Board of Commissioners including serving as 
Vice-Chairperson in 1996.  While a County Commissioner, George also served on 
various Commissions including the County Services Board, Human Resources Committee, 
Lower Scott Lake Board, Transportation Coordinating Committee, and the Area Agency 
on Aging; and. 

WHEREAS, George’s joys were founded in family, friends, golf and education. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that we, the Allegan County Board of Commissioners, 
deploring his loss, not only to his family, but to his friends, to the public and 
to ourselves, do hereby extend our sincere sympathy to his bereaved family; and in 
cherishing his memory in respect to his many virtues, we do hereby instruct the 
Clerk of this Board to properly inscribe a page of this Journal to his memory and 
to forward a copy of this resolution to his family. 

Dated at Allegan, Michigan, this 10th day of March 2022. 
 
 

Jim Storey, Chairperson 
 

  
 

Dean Kapenga, Vice-Chair 

The members of the Board of Commissioners rose for a moment of silence to honor the 
life and memory of George Wesbey.  
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN) 

    ss    I, Bob Genetski, Clerk of the Allegan  
COUNTY OF ALLEGAN) County Board of Commissioners and Clerk of the County of 

Allegan, do hereby Certify that the Above Resolution was duly 
adopted by said Board on March 10th of year 2022. 

 
 IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed 

the seal of said County and Court in Allegan, Michigan, this 
10th day of March. 

 
 

Bob Genetski, Clerk-Register 
 



 

 
 

ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2021 
FROM THE 

ALLEGAN COUNTY CLERK AND REGISTER OF DEEDS 

BOB GENETSKI 

respectfully submitted 

to the ALLEGAN COUNTY BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS 

 

 
Many of the headlines from 2021 originated from the release of the 2020 Census numbers showing that Allegan 
County had grown to a population of120,502 and was the 4th fastest growing county in the state.   
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Thursday, March 10th, 2022 
 

Chairman Storey and Honorable Commissioners Cain, 

DeYoung, Dugan, Jessup, Kapenga and Thiele- 

On behalf of Chief Deputy Clerk Jackie Porter and former Chief 

Deputy Register Patricia Fales as well as the deputy clerks and 

deputy registers that comprise the best customer service team 

in Allegan County, it is my pleasure to present to you the 

ANNUAL REPORT for 2021.   

The big news of 2021 was that according to the U.S. Census, Allegan County was the 4th fastest 

growing county in Michigan.  While news that Allegan County is growing came as no shock to 

any of us, our county’s population growth to 120,502 comes with many blessings and 

challenges regarding services provided at the Offices of the County Clerk and the Register of 

Deeds which you will find reflected in this report.   

In the Elections Division, the county will add at least three new precincts to accommodate 

population increases.  This will create a lot more programming to pay for, more teams of 

election workers to train, and more election night issues to manage among other issues. 

The Register of Deeds Office set records during 2021 for the amount of money taken in as well 

as the number of documents recorded, which increased by 3,137 over 2020 (which also set a 

record). 

As the 48th Circuit Court learned to manage trials with COVID 19 protocols, the deputy clerks of 

the Circuit Court in my office managed the files for 2,415 new cases.   

In the Vital Records Division, every category of transaction except for Concealed Pistol Licenses 

increased from 2020 – with marriage licenses and the filing of DD 214’s up significantly. 

At no point during 2021, did either offices under my purview close their customer service 

windows to the public in fear of COVID 19.  The wonderful deputy clerks and registers manned 

their stations every work day providing valuable service to the PEOPLE OF ALLEGAN COUNTY all 

year long.   

Sincerely, 

 

 

Bob Genetski, Allegan County Clerk – Register of Deeds 
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Office of the Register of Deeds 
 
By Law, the Register of Deeds is the “keeper 
of Public Record” for land documents.  The 
recording of a document with this office does 
not make the document legal.  The action of 
recording makes the document public.    
 

Division Overview 
 
The Office of the Register of Deeds records all 
documents pertaining to real property 
including deeds, mortgages, liens, powers of 
attorney, certificates of trust; federal, state, 
and MESC tax liens; master deeds and plats; 
sheriff’s deeds and redemption certificates. 
The hardworking deputies in the Register’s 
Office must be familiar with more than 200 different types of legal documents and the unique 
statutes for recording each of them.  ROD staff works closely with attorneys, real estate agents, 
banks, title agencies and the public.  The number one goal is to provide customer service – 
polite, professional, accurate and timely. 
 
The Register’s Office broke records in 2021 for the second year in a row.  The number of 
documents recorded increased significantly from the previous year, and the office collected 
nearly nine million dollars in taxes and fees. 
 
 The second full year of the County’s 
new record system has increased 
efficiency and effectiveness in the 
office.   
 
The new technology includes the 
long awaited service of an online 
searchable database for land 
records that allows customers to 
search on the Internet and purchase 
copies on record 24 hours a day 
from any location with internet 
service. 
 
 
 
 

Register of Deeds Office Quick Facts: 

Chief Deputy Register: Patty Fales 

FTE’s: 4 (with a combined 103 years of 

experience recording) 

Money collected during 2021 (including 

State Transfer Tax): $8,920,861.35 

Total number of recordings in 2021: 31,015 
(3,137 more than in 2020) 
 
Records available from 1835 to present 
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(Continued – Register of Deeds)  
 
Document Recording 
 
The total number of documents recorded in 2021 was 31,015 – an increase of 3,137 over the 
27,878 recorded in 2020.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Trends in Recordings: The two most often recorded documents at ROD are Land Transfers and 
Mortgage Documents, and the two drive the overall number of recordings.  County landowners 
recorded 7,883 mortgage documents during 2021 or 544 more than 2020’s record breaking 
year.  Land transfers recorded during the same period were 7,128 – 872 over the previous year.  
These numbers represent at least 11 year highs and perhaps the all-time highest numbers 
recorded.   
 

 
With each document recorded at the 
Register of Deeds, the Office collects $30.  Of 
that amount, the County General Fund 
receives $21 while $5 of that goes to the 
County Automation Fund (for upgrading 
technology in the Office).  The remaining $4 
goes to the State Remonumentation Fund.   

 
The recording fee was set by the Legislature 
(implemented in 2016) at $30.  Prior to that, 
the fee was $14. 

 

$21 
$5 

$4 

Breakdown of Where the $30 
Recording Fee Goes

County General Fund

County Automation Fund

State Remounumentation Fund
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(Continued – Register of Deeds) 
 
Trends in Monies Collected in the Register of Deeds Office from 2014 – 2021 (not including passports) 

 
The chart above shows a breakdown of total monies collected in ROD from 2014 through 2021.   
The total amount taken in for the year 2021 was $8,920,861.35.  Receipts from transfer taxes, fees, and 
sales all increased from the year 2020.  Real Estate Transfer Tax (State) collected climbed from 
$5,886,885 to $7,302,414.50(a $1,415,529.50 jump).  County Transfer Tax receipts were $1,092,204.85, 
an increase of $214,040.85 over the previous year’s $878,164.  The Register of Deeds Office believes 
that all of the 2021 receipts are all-time records for Allegan County. 

 
Definitions:  
 
State Real Estate Transfer Tax: collected on all deeds recorded and sent to the State of Michigan – 1.5% 
of this is sent to the County General Fund as an administrative fee ($109,536.22 for 2021).   
 
County Real Estate Transfer Tax: collected on all deeds recorded and sent to the County General Fund. 
 
Recordings Fees: collected on every document recorded (of the nearly 200 hundred different types of 
documents) most of which goes to the County with a small portion going to the state (see the pie graph 
on the previous page for a breakdown). 
 
Remonumentation Fees: collected on every document recorded (with the exception of State Liens, 
Federal Liens, County Treasurer documents and MESC Liens) and sent to the state for the cost of 
surveying land corners.  The monies are collected as part of the $30 recording fee with the County 
General Fund receiving 1.5% as an administrative fee. 
 
Copy Sales: collected on each document - $1 per page and $.20 per image (bulk sale to two title 
companies).  This money goes to the County General Fund. 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

State Real Estate Transfer Tax 3,201,015 3,549,772 3,994,830 4,829,752 5,111,665 4,594,170 5,886,885 7,302,414.

County Real Estate Transfer Tax 494,222 543,366 616,974 743,864 761,399 692,515 878,164 1,092,204.

Recording Fees 305,431 343,908 349,547 510,941 478,060 500,813 618,094 677,957

State Remonumentation Fees 75,880 83,339 93,520 97,215 92,064 85,224 102,688 115,640

Copy Sales 69,193 81,244 82,544 97,377 91,673 90,762 99,509 122,343
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Eight Year Trend of Deposits Made to the Register of Deeds Automation Fund: 

Year 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 

Amount 
of  
Deposit 

$154,951 $139,390 $114,450 $115,050 $121,255 $118,321 $115,082 $108,507 

 
 
 
NINE YEAR TREND IN MONIES DEDCUTED FROM THE AUTOMATION FUND & SENT TO THE COUNTY COST 
ALLOCATION PLAN:  Since 2013, $56,659 has been taken from the Automation Fund for the County Cost 
Allocation Plan to pay for rent, door security, and overhead at the Courthouse building.   

 
 
 
 
Did you know?  That when you look up the Allegan County Register of Deeds Office on Google Reviews, 
you will find that our commitment to customer service earns five stars? 
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(Continued – Register of Deeds) 
 

Passport Services 
 

 The Register of Deeds Office helped customers from 
Allegan County (and beyond) to obtain their United 
States Passports by accepting 263 Passport 
Applications in 2021. 
 
The fee a customer pays for obtaining a routine 
passport through the office is $165 (which was $145 
until a mandated increase by the federal government 
that went into effect in December 2021).  With the 
change, $130 of the total goes to the U.S. 
Department of State while the remaining $35 is 

collected by the Register of Deeds Office and goes into the County General Fund.   
 
Blank application forms are available in the office or online, and in addition to the check or 
money order, a customer will want to bring in a valid photo ID and supporting documents (such 
as a birth certificate).  The Register of Deeds Office is pleased to offer passport size photos 
taken in the Office for initial applications for $10.  Customers may still bring their own passport 
size photos if they wish.   
 

 
 
The number of passport applications accepted in 2021 rebounded to 263 after a nine year low of 129 
during the previous year due to COVID 19.  That increase of 50.9% is the highest year over year 
improvement since 2013 when ROD took over this duty from the Vital Records Office.   

263
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(Continued – Register of Deeds) 
 
Revenues to the County General Fund from Passport Applications (at a rate of $35 per application since 
April 2nd 2018; prior to the increase, the County earned $25 per application): 

Year Applications Revenue to Allegan County  Revenue at $25/$35 

2021 263 $9,205 $9,205 

2020 129 $4,515 $4,515 

2019 349 $12,215 $12,215 

2018 353 $8,925 $8,925/$2,450* 

2017 281 $7,025 $7,025* 

2016 354 $8,850 $8,850* 

2015 318 $7,950 $7,950* 

2014 275 $6,875 $6,875* 

2013 254 $6,350 $6,350* 

 
The Office also took in $1,620 for taking passport photos during 2021, up from the $650 in 2020. 
 
REAL ID UPDATE:  With COVID 19 shutting down Secretary of State Branch Offices for most of the year- 
the Oct 1, 2021 deadline to obtain a REAL ID 
compliant Driver’s License has been delayed until 
May 3, 2023.  After that date, under federal law 
travelers will need to present a REAL ID compliant 
identification card to board an airplane within the 
United States or to enter federal facilities. 
 
The new requirement is one more reason to visit 

the Register of Deeds Office because a U.S. 

Passport is considered valid documentation to 

obtain the REAL ID. 

Each deputy in the Office is annually certified as a Passport Acceptance Agent by the United States 
Department of State.  The Office offers Passport services from 8:00 A.M. until 4:30 P.M. Monday 
through Friday.   
 
Unlike the competition, there is no appointment necessary.   
 
These appointments take between 20 and 30 minutes provided the applicant has all of his or her 
necessary documentation. 

PASSPORT SERVICES MOST FREQUENT CUSTOMER FEEDBACK: 
 
1) THE DEPUTY REGISTERS ARE POLITE, FRIENDLY AND VERY HELPFUL. 
2) THE “NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY” BENEFIT IS A GREAT CONVENIENCE. 
3) THE PROCESS WAS QUICK AND EASY. 
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(Continued – Register of Deeds) 
 

Centennial Farms and the Register of Deeds 
 
As the number one agriculture producing county in the 
state, Allegan County is blessed with many families that 
have been tilling the land for generations.  Allegan County 
families that have farmed the same land for 100 years or 
more will want to visit the Register of Deeds Office for a 
copy of the deed or mortgage documents that show the 
history of the property & ownership of the working farm.  
This is the documentation the Historical Society of 
Michigan will request for the Michigan Centennial Farm 
Program.   
 
Questions on Centennial Farms?  Contact the Historical Society of Michigan at (517) 324-1828 
or by email at farms@hsmichigan.org.  The state approved 4 Centennial and 4 Sesquicentennial 
Farm applications from Allegan County in 2021.    
 
Farmland and Open Space Preservation Applications 
 
Under Public Act 116 of 1975, Allegan County Farm owners can enroll their land in the 
Farmland and Open Space Preservation Program.  The trends in applications recorded at the 
Register of Deeds Office under PA 116 are list by year below: 
 
Year/Number of Applications Recorded 
 
2021 / 99 
 
2020 / 49 
 
2019 / 103 
 
2018 / 127* 
 
2017 / 48 
 
2016 / 48 
 
2015 / 110 
 
2014 / 38* 
 
*= 8 year high 
 
^= 8 year low 

Bob Genetski detasseling corn with an Allegan County crew. 

mailto:farms@hsmichigan.org
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Office of the County Clerk 
 
VITAL RECORDS 
 
Division Overview 
 
The Vital Records Division assists Allegan County residents with filing and obtaining birth 
certificates, marriage certificates, death certificates, and genealogy research.   
In addition, the Division assists with applications for concealed pistol licenses (CPL’s), the 
recording of home births, notary applications, business registrations (DBA’s) and provides the 
free service of registering military discharge papers (otherwise known as DD 214’s).    
Certified copies of certificates can be obtained by visiting our office between 8 AM and 5 PM, 
Monday through Friday.  If someone is unsure of a record, phoning first at (269) 673-0450 is 
never a bad idea.  Application forms for many of our services can be found online at: 
https://www.allegancounty.org/departments/county-clerk/vital-records  

 
 
The challenges of COVID 19 continued to affect 
how the Vital Records Division conducted business 
through 2021.  However, the hard working deputy 
clerks recorded 5,067 vital documents throughout 
the year – the second highest number of the last six 
years.  The overall amount of transactions was 
down by 62 from the year 2020; this is despite 
every category of vital record increasing in number 
except for one.  Concealed Pistol Licenses declined 
from the 2,855 - an all-time high. The drop in CPL’s 
was 301. Concerns over the virus which led to 
obvious declines in marriage licenses and Doing 
Business under an Assumed name applications the 
previous year, were alleviated and both items 
increased in 2021. 

 
 
While the Office at 113 Chestnut Street processed 
fewer CPL’s in 2021 than in 2020, there were 
more home births, death records, marriage 
licenses, DD 214’s, Notary Public Applications, and 
DBA’s recorded over the same time period.   
               
 

Year Number of Transactions 

2016 4,389 

2017 4,210 

2018 4,356 

2019 4,254 

2020 5,129* 

2021 5,067 

https://www.allegancounty.org/departments/county-clerk/vital-records
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(Continued – Vital Records Division) 
 

 
For the thirteenth year in a row, Concealed Pistol License Applications accounted for more of 
the transactions in Vital Records than any other- amassing 2,554 in 2021.  However, in the 
reversal of a trend, the percentage of CPL’s among all transactions was down to 50.2 %.  There 
were 966 deaths recorded in Allegan County during the year, making that number the second 
highest of recordings.  Marriage Licenses came in 3rd in the number of vital records created at 
797.  At 467, DBA’s registered ranked fourth among all categories in 2021.  The Office accepted 
216 Notary Public applications while there were 39 home births and 28 DD 214’s registered.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 39

216

467

966

797

2,554

Official Documents in the Division of Vital Records in 2021

DD 214's

Home Births

Notary Public

DBA's

Death Records

Marriage Licenses

CPL's

Did you know that Allegan 

County is blessed to have 

many original records 

dating back to the 1800’s? 

The pictures to the right are 

of the Field Notes of the 

Allegan County Surveyor’s 

work from 1860.                 
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(Continued – Vital Records Division) 
 
Trends in Live Home Births 
 

Since 2009, there are no longer any “birthing hospitals” in Allegan County.  So, the only birth 
certificates initiated in the County Clerk’s Office are those for “live home births” (except in the 
case of emergencies).  Due to a recent change in the law, fewer and fewer of the County’s little 
cherubs come to the Courthouse with their parents for physical verification.  Currently, the 
midwife performs the verification and files directly with the state.  When the birth record is 
generated, one copy is recorded with the County and the other is on file with the Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services – State Office of Vital Records. 
 

Year 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Births 
Recorded 

19 12 27 25 30 29 35 22 32 39 

Table 1- Trends in Home Births- the Vital Records Division recorded 39 home births in 2021- the highest 
number in the last ten years.  This represents an increase of seven from 32 in 2020.   

Geography of Home Births in Allegan County:  When the number of home births is broken down 

by the seven County Commission seats for 2021, the midwife was the busiest in Commissioner 

Cain’s District #7 which recorded 10.  Commissioner Thiele’s District 3 was second with 8.  

Live births broken down by County Commission District:   

District 1 - 1  
Kapenga 
 
District 2 – 6 
Storey 
 
District 3 – 8 
Thiele 
 
District 4 – 5 
Deyoung 
 
District 5 – 6 
Jessup 
 
District 6 – 3 
Dugan 
 
District 7 – 10 
Cain 
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(Continued – Vital Records Division)  
 
Trends in Marriage License Applications 
 

 
 

Love rebounded in Allegan County in 2021 with 797 marriage licenses being issued after an 11 
year low of 669 were recorded in 2020.  This represents an increase of 128 couples that joined 
in marital bliss year over year. 
 
 
Did you know???  The earliest recorded marriage license in the vault at the County Clerk’s 
Office is for a 
marriage in 
the 
“Michigan 
Territory.”  
The marriage 
of John W. 
Watson of 
Allegan to 
Betsy Ives of 
Allegan 
occurred on 
December 
17th, 1835 and was solemnized by Justice of the Peace John Anderson.  The certificate was 
recorded in May 1836 with County Clerk A. L. Ely.   
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(Continued – Vital Records Division) 
 
A thirteen year look at requests of the Vital Records Division reflects a lot about the lives of 
constituents in Allegan County.  Purchases of Concealed Pistol Licenses show more volatility 
than any of the other transactions.  Applications for CPL’s, during this time frame, were as low 
as 830 in 2009 and as high as 2,855 in 2020.   
 
Marriage licenses issued hit their high of 850 in 2018 and their low in 2009 at 655. 
 
Notary Public Applications from 2009 to 2021 varied from a low of 100 at the beginning of the 
period to the peak in 2019 of 262 accruing 216 in 2021.   

 

Home births in Allegan County have ranged from as few as 11 in 2009 while hitting a new high 
in 2021 of 39 home births. 
 
The number of death records increased in 2021 to a high of 966; that number more or less 
trends with the population increases as the low number – 547 – occurred in 2009.   
 
Business License (DBA’s) hit their high of the 14 years of 751 (in 2011) while bottoming out at 
410 applications in 2019.      
 
The number of honorable discharge papers for veterans (DD 214’s) filed with the Vital Records 
Division hit their modern day high of 44 in 2017 with a low of 1 on more than one occasion 
(most recently in 2016) with 28 veterans registering their papers in 2021. 
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(Continued – Vital Records Division)  
 

Trends in filing DD 214’s for Our 
Veterans 
 
One of the most important (and least 
known) services the Vital Records 
Division offers is the recording of 
military discharge papers otherwise 
known as DD 214’s.  Most often, 
when U.S. Military Veterans return to 
civilian life, they are given only one 
copy of their papers of honorable 

discharge.  If the papers are lost or destroyed, the federal government can be very difficult to 
deal with when a veteran tries to replace the originals.   
 

These papers are extremely important 
for veterans as they obtain VA 
benefits, GI Bill benefits, and even to 
obtain the “Veteran” designation on a 
Michigan Driver’s License.   
 
For this reason, the Office of the 
County Clerk is encouraging all Allegan 
County veterans to file their papers of 
honorable discharge with our office.  
It’s a quick process; it’s FREE, and it 
gives veterans and their families’ 
peace of mind. 
 
When a veteran comes in to file his or 
her honorable discharge papers, he or 
she will receive the original papers 
back, a free certified copy, and the 

individual and the veteran’s designated heirs will have access to free certified copies for any of 
their needs for the rest of their lives.  As well, none of the information on the DD 214 (including 
whether the document is on file with the clerk) is available to the public. 
 
An eleven year trend in DD 214’s filed with the County Clerk’s Office: In 2021, 28 veterans (the 
second highest number since 2004) registered their papers of honorable discharge at the County 
Clerk’s Office.  Since taking office in 2017, Clerk Genetski has prioritized veterans outreach. 

YEAR 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Number  
Filed 

11 10 5 7 4 1 44 24 16 6 28 

In July 2021, Clerk Genetski joined with members of VFW Post 7911 in 
Clyde Township to recognize the post's 75th Anniversary of Service. 
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(Continued – Vital Records Division) 
 

 
In April of 2021, the Clerk’s Office was 
able to roll out the new Allegan 
County Veterans ID card.  This is a free 
benefit extended to those who have 
been honorably discharged from U.S. 
Military service and who file their DD 
214 (papers of honorable discharge) 
with the Clerk’s Office.  

 
The process to obtain the 
card is quick and easy.  
The former serviceman or 
woman brings his or her 
original DD 214 to the 
Clerk’s Office to be 
registered or brings an ID 
to confirm that the 
papers are already on file.  
The deputy clerks in the 
office make a copy, give 
the original DD 214 back 
to the veteran, take a 
quick digital photo and 
upload it before printing the card.  The entire process takes no more than 10 minutes.   
 

Veterans can present the cards at 
participating businesses throughout the 
County and in fact throughout the U.S. to 
obtain discounts and benefits.  Each eligible 
Allegan County veteran is presented with a 
booklet of such benefits.   
 
In 2021, the office presented 50 Veterans ID 
Cards between April 2021 and the end of the 
year.  Prior to the release of the ID cards, this 
benefit was the number one request that 

customers would ask for the Office to provide.   
 
The Office would love to hear from more West Michigan businesses that offer veterans 
discounts to include in the booklet.  Any business that would like to participate can call (269) 
673-0450 or email bgenetski@allegancounty.org for details on how to participate. 

New Benefit for our Veterans 

The Allegan County Veterans ID Card 

mailto:bgenetski@allegancounty.org
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(Continued – Vital Records Division) 
 

$$$ Where the Money Comes from and Goes… $$$ 
 

The Vital Records Division took in $274,261.30 from the following sources: 
 
Marriage License Applications – Fee of $20           Filing of a DBA             – Fee of $10 
 
Application for a Notary Public – Fee of $10           (new) CPL Application – Fee of $100 
 
CPL renewal                                  - Fee of $115          Miscellaneous Fees*   - Fee of $10 
 
Certified Copies (of Marriage Certificates, Death Certificates,  
and Birth Certificates)                  - Fee of $10 (first copy), $4 for each subsequent copy 
 
*Fees for things such as replacement of a lost CPL Card etc. 
 
Of the $274,261.30 collected in the Vital Records Division during 2021, the source and 
percentage of the total receipts appear in the graph below. 

 
 
Concealed Pistol Licenses Applications comprised of 41% of all revenue received in the Vital 
Records Division in 2021, garnering $112,400.  CPL Renewals took in $79,004 (29%), the second 
most money.  Sales of Certified Copies earned the County $58,533.50 or 21% of the total while 
Marriage License receipts represented 6% of all transactions – accruing $17,045.  DBA’s, Notary 
Applications and miscellaneous fees were 2%, 1% and 0% of sales. 

112,400, 41%

4,655, 2%

$17,045 , 6%2,180, 1%

$79,004 , 29%

443.8, 0%

$58,533.50 , 21%

Source of Monies Collected in 2021 at Vital 
Records

CPL Applications

DBA's

Marriage License Applications

Notary Public Applications

CPL Renewels

Miscellaneous Fees

Certified Copies
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 (Continued – Vital Records Division)  
 
Fees collected in the Vital Records Division are deposited into different accounts - three at the 
county level and two at the state level.  The accounts are: Allegan County’s General Fund; the 
County CPL Fund (use to pay for staff who process CPL applications, equipment and supplies for 
processing applications).  This account receives $26 (of $100) for each new CPL application and 
$36 (of the $115) for each renewal; the Michigan State Police Information Center receives $74 
for a new CPL application and $79 for a renewal (for the cost of background checks for CPL 
applicants), and $2 of the $10 notary application fee goes to the State Notary Training Fund.  
The rest goes to the County General Fund.  Marriage License Fees are split with $5 of the $20 
going to the County General Fund, and $15 is sent to Family Court for marriage counseling.   
 
The breakdown of where all the monies end up looks like this: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Of the $274,261.30 that the Vital Records Division took in for the year 2021, much of it 
($109,404) ended up with the Michigan State Police.  The state sent $82,000 to the County CPL 
Fund.  Allegan County’s General Fund received $152,481,30.  Allegan County Family Court 
received $11,940 of Marriage License fees to pay for marriage counseling.  The State Notary 
Training Fund received $436 from Allegan County on the year.   
 

Vital Records 

Division 

Receipts 

$274,261.30 

$109,404 from CPL’s -

Michigan State Police 

Information Center 

$436 Notary Applications - 

State Notary Training Fund 

$11,940 from Marriage 

Licensees to Allegan 

County Family Court 

$82,000 

reimbursement 

from the State to 

Allegan County 

CPL Fund  

$152,481.30 

Allegan 

County 

General Fund 

 

Payment from the 

State for 

Administering CPL’s 



 

20 
 

CIRCUIT COURT RECORDS 
 

Division Overview 
 
The Circuit Court Records Division of the Clerk’s Office is the 
fundamental access point to the 48th Circuit Court for all 
parties in a civil, criminal or Family Court matters.  This office 
is where customers have their first interaction with the circuit 
court system.  The talented deputy clerks work hard to make 
any experience at our service window as seamless and 
pleasant as possible by providing access to public court 
records and by answering questions regarding procedures, 
access to court related resources, Friend of the Court and the 
Legal Assistance Center. 
 
The Office is also the point of entry for those who are called to 
Circuit Court jury duty. 
 
Our services include processing documents necessary to 
initiate new cases filed with the Court as well as receiving, 
reviewing, and processing all documents pertaining to pending 
legal matters before the Court, pulling records for the 
scheduled hearings, and clerking in the courtroom.  Our staff 
is friendly and polite – emphasizing customer service- knowing 
that many of the people who need our service might be 

navigating a complex 
legal system for the 
first time. 
 
Reporting to State 
Agencies 
 
The Circuit Court 

Records Division is responsible for reporting all convictions of 
a felony or high court misdemeanor or to numerous state 
agencies.  Depending on the situation, the Office might 
communicate with the Michigan Secretary of State, Michigan 
State Police, and/or the Michigan Department of Corrections.  
These reports help create accurate records for the public to 
access at the state level.  In addition, all cases involving a 
motor vehicle are abstracted to the Secretary of State so the 
state may take necessary actions to uphold and protect the 
citizens of Michigan. 

Chief Deputy Clerk: Jackie 

Porter 

FTE’s: 6 (6.5 approved) 

 Circuit Court Records 

provides the essential 

framework behind the 

scenes for the 48th Circuit 

Court by collecting and 

disbursing monies to many 

circuit court, county, state, 

nonprofit, and private 

sector accounts involving: 

Restitution, attorney fees, 

bonds, Victims’ Rights 

Funds, fines, state minimum 

costs, filing fees, motion 

fees, jury trail fees, 

garnishment & subpoena 

fees.   In 2021, the Circuit 

Court Clerk’s office 

collected approximately 1.2 

million dollars. 

The Division serves as a pass 

through entity whereby 

restitution payments are 

collected and sent to   

victims of crimes 

The Division is also 

responsible for processing 

adoptions. 

Individual deputy clerks 

from this office serve as 

clerks in hearings of the 

48th Circuit Court. 

CIRCUIT COURT 
RECORDS DIVISION 

QUICK FACTS 
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(Continued – Circuit Court Records Division)  
 
Overview of New Cases Filed in the Circuit Court in 2021 

Appeals: 32          Adoptions: 56          Criminal: 876          Civil: 144            Domestic:  618           
 
Juvenile/Neglect: 406     Personal Protection Orders: 332     Misc. Family: 0 
 
Trends in Personal Protection Orders 
 
Personal Protection Orders in Allegan County are filed with the deputy clerks in the Circuit 
Court Records Division.  In 2021, the Office accepted 332 PPO’s.  Of these, 3 were Juvenile 

PPO’s (up one 
from 2020’s 
number of 2).  
Adult (Domestic) 
PPO’s numbered 
247 - up from 
213 year over 
year. 
At the same 
time, Adult Non-
Domestic PPO’s 
were down from 
108 in 2020 to 
85 in 2021. 
 

Criminal
36%

Appeals
1%Civil

6%Domestic
25%

Juvenile/Neglect
17%

Adoptions
2%

Personal Protection 
Orders

13%

Misc. Family
0%

Criminal Appeals Civil

Domestic Juvenile/Neglect Adoptions

Personal Protection Orders Misc. Family

158
130

251

191
242 235

303
255

284
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247

50 74
118 124 111 100 103

169
131

108 85

2 2 1 0 0 0 5 0 5 2 30

100

200

300

400

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Personal Protection Orders Filed with the Allegan 
County Circuit Court Records Division

Adult Personal Protection Orders (Domestic)

Adult Personal Protection Orders (Non-Domestic)

Juvenile Personal Protection Orders
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(Continued – Circuit Court Records Division) 
 
Adoptions 
 
Trends in Adoptions over the last eleven years. 

Year 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 

Adoptions 56 42 74 36 45 46 68 55 84 121 105 

 
 
Due to concerns of COVID 19, perhaps 
the most popular event at the 
Courthouse, Judge Buck's "National 
Adoption Day" ceremony needed to be 
moved online.  In years past, the public 
& media would be invited into the 
Courtroom for the once a year event 
filled with laughter & tears of joy.. 
 

 
The adoption process in 
Allegan County begins in the 
Circuit Court Records Office.  
Deputy Clerks work with 
petitioning parents, Family 
Court, agencies and attorneys 
to facilitate the process.  
While all adoptions in 
Michigan are closed to the 
public, once a year the Clerk’s 
Office participates in 
“National Adoption Day” 
during which families engage 
in a public ceremony at the 
Courthouse.  This ceremony is 
one of the most moving and 
heartwarming events each 
year anywhere in Allegan 
County.   
 

The Circuit Court Records Division helped process 56 adoptions in 2021. 
 
 
Trends in Family Court Filings (other than adoptions) in the Circuit Court Records Division. 

Year 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 

Juvenile/Neglect 
Cases 

406 303 349 387 474 502 667 530 732 762 
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(Continued – Circuit Court Records Division)  
 
Friend of the Court 
 
This Division interacts with the Friend of the Court as well.  The Office processes family cases 
initiated by F.O.C. and can also attest a “true copy” of a Friend of the Court order. 
 
Annual Report to the SCAO  
 
The Michigan State Court Administrator’s Office annually requests of all counties a caseload 
report that identifies important case data, such as the number of new cases filed each year as 
well as the age of each case from the initial filing date to the date of disposition.  Each year, the 
Circuit Court Records Department helps prepare and submit this data to the state.  The Clerk’s 
Office collaboratively works with the Circuit Court staff to review these statistics and improve 
upon the previous year’s data.  Improvements to such procedures work to ensure that the 
County’s residents are satisfied with their overall court experiences.   

 
 
 

2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016

Pending Beginning of the Year
Balance

894 1027 990 834 795 625

New Cases 2415 2063 2754 2711 2512 1615

Re-Open Cases 166 162 156 130 88 69

Total Caseload 3475 3252 3900 3675 3395 2309

894 1027 990 834 795 625

2415
2063

2754 2711
2512

1615

166 162 156 130 88 69

3475
3252

3900
3675

3395

2309

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

4000

4500

TRENDS IN CIRCUIT COURT CASELOAD

Pending Beginning of the Year Balance New Cases Re-Open Cases Total Caseload

 

“THE PARTNERSHIP THAT THE CIRCUIT COURT HAS WITH THE ALLEGAN COUNTY CLERK’S 

OFFICE IS AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE OF HOW GOOD PARTNERSHIPS BENEFIT NOT ONLY THE 

COURTS, BUT ALSO THOSE WHO NEED ASSISTANCE FROM THE JUSTICE SYSTEM.   THANK YOU 

CLERK GENETSKI FOR YOUR LEADERSHIP,” – THE HONORABLE MARGARET BAKKER, JUDGE 

48TH CIRCUIT COURT. 
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(Continued – Circuit Court Records Division) 
 
Collection and Disbursement of Monies for the Court 
 
The Clerk’s Office is responsible for receipting in all payments for the 48th Circuit Court.  This 
includes all statutorily mandated fees and court ordered fines, costs, restitution and juvenile 
delinquent fines for family court.  These payments may be made at the Circuit Court Records 
window or online.   
 
The Circuit Court Records Division accepted $234,111.34 in 2021 for Adult Cases and disbursed 
$216,086 to crime victims.  At the same time, collections from juveniles amounted to 
$17,690.50, and $19,409.27 was paid out to victims of crime.   
 
Trends in Monies Collected and Paid Out to Victims by the Circuit Court Records Division. 

Adult 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Beginning 
Balance: 

$10,394.26 $2,337.46 $29,515.73 $51,277.27 $50,643.72 

Collections: $245,026.56 $186,124.09 $210,500.12 $236,431.88 $234,111.34 

Total: $255,420.82 $188.461.55 $240,016.45 $241,559.15 $284,755.06 

Disbursed 
to Victims: 

$253,083.30 $185,945.82 $188,739.18 $237,369.06 $216,086.05 

 

Juvenile 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Beginning 
Balance: 

$7,922.64 
 

$2,337.46 
 

$16,718.87 
 

$7,539.39 $7,217.73 

Collections: $15,029.98 $24,125.67 $15,474.47 $14,848.05 $17,690.50 

Total: $22,952.62 $31,854.74 $32,193.43 $22,387.44 $24,908.23 

Disbursed to 
Victims: 

$15,233.56 $15,135.87 $24,654.96 $15,168.71 $19,409.27 

 
 
The Circuit Court Records Division processed 532 jurors for the 12 jury trials held in the 48th 
Circuit Court in 2021.  This duty entails checking in jurors, the selection process, and 
orchestrating reimbursements for jurors’ service.   
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ELECTIONS 
 
Though 2021 was an “off-year” for most voters, the Clerk’s 
Office managed three elections, and our local clerk partners 
were still quite busy as city council races, school initiatives, road 
proposals, transit efforts, cemetery, and library votes all made 
the ballot.   
 
County and local officials continued to provide excellent service 
while navigating the challenges that COVID 19 presented in 
ensuring one’s right to vote.   

 

Elections 
Division 
Overview 
 
The County Clerk is 
the chief election 
officer in Allegan 
County. While local 
jurisdictions run 
much of the day-

to-day operations of elections, the Elections Division is 
responsible for the administration of elections, the accurate 
accumulation of countywide results, and maintaining election 
records. The Elections Coordinator collaborates with the staff of 
the County Clerk’s Office, state agencies, other county clerks 
(across Michigan and throughout the United States), as well as 
township and city clerks throughout Allegan County.  This work 
covers three basic areas related to elections: maintaining the 
Qualified Voter File, meeting the Campaign Filing and 
educational needs of candidates, and serving the election needs 
of Allegan County voters. 
 
The Qualified Voter File 
 
The Qualified Voter File (QVF) is a state-run database of every 
legally registered voter in Michigan.  To ensure the integrity of 
voter rolls for Allegan County residents, the Election Coordinator facilitates entry of newly 
registered voters, address updates, and removal of electors who have moved, who request to 
be removed from rolls or who have passed away.  The coordinator also communicates with 
other states to remove voters who move across state lines from Allegan County voter rolls.  
Maintaining the integrity of the QVF is essential to protecting the security of the vote. 

Elections Division  

At a glance: 

Chief Deputy Clerk: Jackie 
Porter 

FTE’s: 1  

Coordinating Elections for: 

45 “In-County” Precincts* 

10 “In-County” School 
Districts 

% of voter turnout in 2021: 

17.16% in the May 4th 
Special Election (16 
jurisdictions) 

14.71% August 3rd Special 
Election 

18.32% November 2nd 
Regular Election  

Turnout in Raw Number of 
Voters: 

May 4th - 4,314 voters 
(25,135 registered) 

August 3rd - 2,361 voters 
(16,047 registered) 

November 2nd – 5,831 voters 
(31,820 registered) 

 

[Sidebars are great for calling 

out important points from your 

text or adding additional info 

for quick reference, such as a 

schedule. 

They are typically placed on the 

left, right, top or bottom of the 

page. But you can easily drag 

them to any position you 

Clerk Genetski swears in Robin Phelps - Ganges Township 
Clerk 
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(Continued – Elections Division) 
 
Campaign Finance 
 
Maintaining the many election files that serve Allegan County candidates, residents, and the 
public at large is a constant effort. The Elections Division makes every effort to align Allegan 
County filing policies with the ever-changing Campaign Finance Law governed by the Bureau of 
Elections in Lansing.   
 
During 2021, the Clerk’s Office oversaw and accepted campaign filings from 15 candidates and 
2 ballot initiative groups while accepting candidate filings from “write in” candidates for city 
council. 
 

ELECTIONS AND THE PUBLIC 
2021 Elections 
 
Perhaps the biggest election 
related challenge in 2021 affected 
even those clerks that did not 
have to manage an election 
during the year.  Election officials 
throughout Allegan County were 
engaged in responding to 
numerous FIOA requests, 
demands for audits of the 2020 
Presidential Election, and even a 
few requests to take apart 
precincts’ tabulators. 
 
Some of the FIOA’s took a tremendous amount of time, expertise and energy to process. The 
hard work, research and professionalism of clerks from South Haven to Leighton Township and 
all points in between continues to provide quality answers those with questions regarding 
election integrity throughout the County.   
 
Though it was not a big election year, the Clerk’s Office conducted numerous election trainings 
and spent all year improving and updating the current Election Inspector training the Office 
conducts to support local clerks and election inspectors.   
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(Continued – Elections Division) 
 
May 4th – Special Election 
 
With light turnout across the county in May, voters in Allegan Public School District approved a 
new school complex by a vote of 1,308 to 1,107.  At the same time electors in the Holland Max 
Transit District approved an increase.  The same jurisdictions had a bond issue for Holland 
Public Schools on it.  Individuals in Zeeland and South Haven school districts turned out for 
bond proposals and the operating millage as well as those in Hudsonville Public Schools- 
meaning those in far northern Salem Township.  A total of 4,314 voters or 17.16% participated 
of the 25,135 registered at the time. 
 
August 3rd, 2021 – Special Election 
 
A total of 2,361 Allegan County voters or 14.71% of 16,047 registered showed up at the polls on 
a day that all four requests were approved in the August Special Election.  The Hopkins Public 
Schools and Martin Public Schools saw their Operating Millage Renewals pass.  At the same 
time- voters in Saugatuck Township, the City of Saugatuck and The City of the Village of Douglas 
approved a proposal for the local library 809 votes to 321 with Township voters approving an 
initiative for their cemetery.   
 
 November 2nd, 2021 – Regular Election 
 
The November 
election found City 
Council races 
decided by voters 
from Allegan, 
Douglas, Fennville, 
Holland, Saugatuck, 
South Haven and 
Wayland (with 
Allegan voters 
choosing a City 
Constable as well).   
 
The 6 or 7 South 
Haven voters in Allegan County had a law enforcement millage to enforce controlled substance 
laws on their ballots.  Saugatuck Township voters approved a road maintenance provision.  At 
the same time, voters in Hamilton Community Schools District defeated a $21.7 million bond 
proposal with 1,279 in favor and 1,476 opposed while Fennville voters did the same to an 
amendment to the city charter-  37 votes for and 44 against. 
 
Turnout among all jurisdictions was 5,831 or 18.32% of the registered 31,820. 
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(Continued – Elections Division) 
 

 
 
THANK YOU!  The County Clerk’s Office owes a great debt of gratitude to the Allegan County 
Department of Information Services for their outstanding support every Election Night.  Patti 
Wartella & Deb Jones of County IS have been an important part of the elections team.  Deb has 
done great work to ensure our election results can be posted to the county website and has 
very much improved the look and accessibility of our posted results.  Patti is in the office late 
into Election Night ensuring that election results can be transmitted to the County, properly 
accumulated and posted to the website.  The Elections Division is grateful for their service. 
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OTHER DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE CLERK – REGISTER 
 
The Allegan County Plat Board: 
the Clerk-Register serves (along 
with the County Treasurer and in 
Allegan County’s case the 
Chairman of the Board of 
Commissioners) on the County 
Plat Board.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Clerk also serves as a member of the County Election Commission along with the Probate 
Judge and Treasurer.  The Election Commission meets to approve ballots for the elections, 
reviews (and may approve) precinct consolidations, and reviews recall language.  The 
Commission met three times in 2021. 

 
As well, the Clerk serves as Secretary to the Allegan 
County Board of Canvassers.  The bi-partisan Board 
meets to certify elections, conduct recounts as well 
as approve and certify ballot containers.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Finally, the County Clerk serves as Clerk to the 
Allegan County Board of Commissioners. 
 
 

In 2021, the Board met three times to approve final plats - all three for 
subdivisions in Leighton Township. 

The Board of Canvassers met to certify three elections in 
2021. 

A meeting of the Allegan County Board of Commissioners. 
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Ongoing projects, outstanding issues, and concerns for the future… 
 
A Property Fraud Alert System 
through the Register of Deeds 
Office for Allegan County 
Landholders:  This project is on 
this list after the Register of 
Deeds Office made a request 
for COVID 19 Funds to pay for 
the project.  That request never 
received a formal approval or 
rejection and seems to be in 
limbo.  Property Fraud Alert 
would inform a deed holder if 
another party records a lien, a 
deed, mortgage papers or an 
easement in the deed holder’s 
name.  This is the NUMBER ONE REQUESTED SERVICE of ROD by constituents. Once 
implemented, the service be FREE to those who sign up.  The Office has secured a bid for less 
than $10,000.  The request seems to be bogged down in the cumbersome county RFP process.   
 
The Cost of Managing Elections:   

The cost of running elections continues to increase 
exponentially.  

 
Everything from programming to shipping 
costs are going up and quickly. In 2020, 
working with Allegan County Facilities, Clerk 
Genetski fought back against the shipping 
costs by securing a van and picking up ballots 
and precinct kids from the printer in 
Tecumseh.  Wearing old clothes, the Clerk 
and a member of the county facilities team 
loaded the print jobs into the van for delivery 
to Allegan.  These trips saved county 
taxpayers several thousand dollars in shipping 

costs for each trek. 
 
In anticipation of the big election year 2022 will be, the Clerk intends 
to make several trips in the county van again this year. 
 
 

 
 

Ottawa County has offered Property Fraud Alert – a free service- to constituents 
for several years. 
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(Continued - Ongoing projects, outstanding issues, and concerns for the future…) 
 
 
Staffing & the Circuit Court Records Division: With 
the increase in the annual number of court cases 
such that the Supreme Court Administrative Office 
seems to have recommended the state add 
another Circuit Court Judge to the 48th Circuit 
Court Bench, the Clerk’s Circuit Court Records 
Division will need more staff – as least 2 FTE’s, 
maybe 3.  If not for COVID 19 and office space, 
issues, a request for another Circuit Court Deputy 
Clerk would have been made 2 years ago, simply to 
keep with caseloads.  A request for one FTE 
specifically to enter warrants into the Law 
Enforcement Information Network is at this 
moment at Human Resources.   
 
 
Staff Turnover: During 2021, one Office alone lost 
58 years of experience due to the terminal illness 
of one employee and the retirement of another.  Attempting to fill these positions with similar 
people is extremely difficult.  For many of the County’s longtime hourly employees, their skill 

sets and institutional knowledge make 
them close to irreplaceable.  It is 
extremely important that the county do a 
better job to recognize this and do its best 
to make these individuals feel appreciated 
and respected. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

One of the three vaults at the Courthouse that house 
the files for cases in the 48th Circuit Court.  Until 
recently there were four, one of the rooms was lost to 
make room for the new entrance.  The files are 
maintained by the Circuit Court Records Division of 
the County Clerk’s Office. 

Chief Deputy Register Patty Fales retired at the end of 2021.  She 
took with her 37 years of experience and knowledge of ROD and 
land transfers. 
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S T A T E  O F  M I C H I G A N 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF ALLEGAN 

FINANCE – CLAIMS & INTERFUND TRANSFERS 
 

WHEREAS, Administration has compiled the following claims for 
3/4/22, 3/11/22; and 

WHEREAS, the following claims, which are chargeable against the 
County, were audited in accordance with Section 46.61 to 46.63, 
inclusive, M.C.L. 1970 as amended and resolutions of the Board; and 

WHEREAS, said claims are listed in the 2022 Claims folder of the 
Commissioners’ Record of Claims. 
 

March 4, 2022 

  

 

TOTAL AMOUNT 
CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 
ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 
DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 101  123,348.27 123,348.27  

Parks/Recreation Fund - 208  3,746.00 3,746.00  
Friend of the Court – Cooperative 
Reimb. - 215 

 
1,493.17 1,493.17  

Friend of the Court – Other – 216  80.00 80.00  

Health Department Fund - 221  38,669.06 38,669.06  

Solid Waste/Recycling - 226  7,583.65 7,583.65  

Multi Agency Collab Committee - 245  523.83 523.83  

Animal Shelter - 254  6,631.00 6,631.00  

Indigent Defense Fund - 260  50,776.81 50,776.81  

Grants - 279  5,150.66 5,150.66  

Crime Victims Rights Grant - 280  571.04 571.04  

Transportation Fund - 288  557.41 557.41  

Child Care Fund - 292  31,501.07 31,501.07  

Senior Services Fund - 298  1,201.43 1,201.43  

Central Dispatch CIP - 496  70,921.65 70,921.65  

Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund - 516  3,270.27 3,270.27  

Self-Insurance Fund - 677  372,007.31 372,007.31  

Drain Fund - 801  19,790.00 19,790.00  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS 
 

$737,822.63 $737,822.63  
 

March 11, 2022 

  

 

TOTAL AMOUNT 
CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 
ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 
DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 101  280,996.92 280,996.92  

General Fund – 1010  226.01 226.01  



Parks/Recreation Fund - 208  5,057.91 5,057.91  
Friend of the Court – Cooperative 
Reimb. - 215 

 
394.97 394.97  

Health Department Fund - 221  14,221.59 14,221.59  

Solid Waste/Recycling - 226  1,168.10 1,168.10  

Palisades Fund - 257  151.02 151.02  

Indigent Defense Fund - 260  3,078.08 3,078.08  

Central Dispatch Fund - 261  5,964.98 5,964.98  
Concealed Pistol Licensing Fund - 
263 

 
65.43 65.43  

Local Corrections Officers Training 
Fund - 264 

 
2,000.00 2,000.00  

Justice Training Fund - 266  2,500.00 2,500.00  

Law Library Fund - 269  2,272.12 2,272.12  

Grants - 279  6,567.11 6,567.11  

Transportation Fund - 288  90,327.64 90,327.64  

DHHS Board - 290  10.18 10.18  

Child Care Fund - 292  32,313.62 32,313.62  

Veterans Relief Fund - 293  836.49 836.49  

Senior Services Fund - 298  13,848.00 13,848.00  
American Rescue Plan Act – ARPA - 
299 

 
6,102.00 6,102.00  

Capital Improvement Fund - 401  4,111.80 4,111.80  
Revolving Drain Maintenance Fund - 
639 

 
459.20 459.20  

Self-Insurance Fund - 677  4,080.61 4,080.61  

Drain Fund - 801  27,917.28 27,917.28  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS 
 

$504,671.06 $504,671.06  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners adopts 
the report of claims for 3/4/22, 3/11/22 and interfund transfers. 



210-129 

S T A T E  O F  M I C H I G A N 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF ALLEGAN 

GUN LAKE PARK—AUTHORIZATION TO APPLY AND MATCH FUNDS FOR 
MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND (MNRTF) GRANT 
 

WHEREAS, on May 13, 2021, the Allegan County Board of 
Commissioners supported the Gun Lake Park Improvement Project; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners supports the submission 
of the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) grant 
application titled “Gun Lake Parks Improvements” to the 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for the development of the 
Gun Lake Park; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed MNRTF grant application for the Gun 
Lake Park Improvement Project is supported by the Community’s 5-
Year approved Parks and Recreation Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners is hereby making a 
financial commitment, using local revenue sharing funds (#104), 
to the project in the amount of $116,100 matching funds, in cash 
and/or force account. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners 
hereby authorizes submission of the MNRTF grant application for 
$300,000, and further resolves to make available its financial 
obligation amount of $116,100 (27%) of a total $416,100 project 
cost; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board Chairman and/or the 
County Administrator are authorized to sign the necessary 
documents on behalf of the County and that the Finance Director 
is authorized to make the necessary budget adjustments to 
complete this action. 
 
Summary of past Board Actions – 
 

• On February 24, 2022, the Board of Commissioners (Board) set a 
public hearing at 1:00 P.M. at the Board meeting on March 10, 
2022, for public comment. 
 

• On May 13, 2021, the Board of Commissioners (Board) authorized 
the application to the Michigan Natural Resource Trust Fund 
(MNRTF) grant due April 1, 2022, for Gun Lake improvements.  The 
County Administrator was authorized to sign the necessary 
documents on behalf of the County and that the Executive Director 
of Finance is authorized to use $10,000 from the Parks Fund #2080 
fund balance to complete this action. 
 

 



Section A: Applicant Site and Project Information
Instructions:

Click Save to save changes
See the 2022 Natural Resources Trust Fund Application Guidelines here for guidance.

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund

2022 Grant Application

This information is requested by authority of Part 19 of Act 451 of 1994, to be considered for a recreation grant.

Is the application for site development or land acquisition?

✓
Development Acquisition

*Name of Applicant (Government Unit)

Allegan County

*SIGMA Vendor Number

CV0022586

*SIGMA Address ID

Allegan County

*Name of Authorized Representative

Brandy Gildea

Address

3283 122nd Avenue

City

Allegan

*County

Allegan County

Telephone

(269) 673-0378

*State House District

District 80

*State Senate District

District 26

*U.S. Congress District

District 6

*Proposal Title (Not to exceed 60 characters)

Gun Lake Park Improvements

*Title

Parks Manager

State

MI

*ZIP

49010

*E-mail

bgildea@allegancounty.org
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*Proposal Description

Development to improve pedestrian and vehicular circulation and site amenities at Gun Lake Park. Located on Wayland
Township, the 4.1-acre site is divided by Patterson Road, separating its parking lot from its lakeside amenities which
include a boat launch, beach area, pavilion, and play equipment. Improved circulation will enhance pedestrian safety
across Patterson and streamline access to the boat launch. Other amenities will include improved play areas, expanded
beach access and an ADA kayak launch, and additional seating opportunities and Wi-Fi. New overhead and LED lighting
and stormwater management will improve the safety and efficiency of the property. With a focus on passive recreation and
improved access to Gun Lake, the park will provide a safer and more accessible place for the community to fish, boat, play,
picnic, and gather.

*City, Village or Township of Site

Wayland

*Zip

49348

*County in which Site is located

Allegan

*Town, Range and Section Numbers of Site Location
Letters must be upper-case: 
(examples: T02N, R13E, 22)

 

*Address of Site

2397 Patterson Road

*Park Name

Gun Lake Park and Watercraft Launch

*Latitude/Longitude at park entrance

(Town)

T03N

(Range)

R11W

(Section)

36

(Latitude)

42.595474

(Longitude)

-85.548369
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Section B: Project Funding and Explanation of Match
Sources

Instructions:

1. Click Save to save changes
2. See the 2022 Natural Resources Trust Fund Application Guidelines here for guidance.

SOURCES OF MATCHING FUNDS PROJECT COST
AMOUNTS   

*Grant amount requested (round to the nearest hundred dollars) $300000

Total Match (Must be at least 25% of total project cost) $116100

Total Project Cost (Must equal the total estimated cost on Section C: Project Details page) $416100

Percentage of match commitment (Must be at least 25% of total project cost) 27
%

a) General Funds or Local Restricted Funds (Applicant's own cash) $116100

b) Force Account Labor/Materials (Applicant's own paid labor or materials) $

c) Federal or State Funds $

*Administering Agency

*Contact Name for Administering Agency *Telephone
*Amount

$

*Type of Funds

Grant funds awarded Date grant funds approved

Grant funds applied for, not yet approved Estimated approval date

Appropriated funds Date appropriated

*Is documentation containing the scope of work and budget for the other grant funds included with application?
Yes No

*Is documentation (such as grant approval letter) that verifies the availability of funds included in the application?
Yes

Check to add program information for additional State or Federal funds that will be used as Match.

*(2) Program Name

Other, explain

No
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*Administering Agency

*Contact Name for Administering Agency *Telephone

*Type of Funds

Grant funds awarded Date grant funds approved

Grant funds applied for, not yet approved Estimated approval date

Appropriated funds Date appropriated

*Is documentation containing the scope of work and budget for the other grant funds included with application?
Yes No

*Is documentation (such as grant approval letter) that verifies the availability of funds included in the application?

Yes No

d) Cash Donations $

e) Donated Labor and/or Materials

f) Donated Land Value (acquisition applications only) $

 

*(3) Program Name

*Amount

$

Other, explain

$
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Section C2: Project Details
Instructions:

1. All required fields are marked with an *.
2. Use the Save button to save text and calculate data on each page.
3. Save at least every 30 minutes to avoid losing data.
4. See the 2022 Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application Guidelines here for guidance.
5. You may upload a cost breakdown in the required uploads page as supporting documentation.

 
Development Applications ONLY

* Applicant's current control of the site:     

       

     

        

  

*Age of Park
67
 Years  

* Acres 4.10       
Project Cost Estimate Table

YOU MUST CHOOSE SCOPE ITEM(S) FROM THE LIST IN THE DROP DOWN BOX.

SCOPE ITEM
DNR ONLY

Accessibility
Guidelines

QUANTITY TOTAL ESTIMATED COST

✓
Fee Simple

Lease

Easement

Other (describe)

Beach Improvement 1 $4000

Play Equipment (including safety surfacing) 1 $22000

Lighting 1 $70000

Canoe/Kayak Launch or Ramp 1 $50000
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Select the plus sign button to create new rows.

Other:  

Site Preparation and Demolition
$45000

Other:  

Grading and Excavation
$16500

Other:  

Storm System
$22000

Other:  

Signage and Crossing Beacons
$13500

Other:  

6" Concrete Paving
$33100

Other:  

Asphalt Paving and Striping
$23000

Other:  

Site Furniture
$13000

Other:  

Concrete Walks
$24000

Do not list the aspects of project execution, such as labor, construction equipment, contingency or raw materials. 
Select the plus sign button to create new rows. 

Permit Fees
MNRTF Sign

Subtotal $376100

Engineering (These fees may not exceed 20% of subtotal)

Total Estimated Cost (Must equal Total Project Cost amount on Section B page.)

 

Landscaping 1 $40000

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

$
$

$40000

$416100
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Section D: Justification of Need
Instructions:

1. Click Save to save changes
2. See the 2022 Natural Resources Trust Fund Application Guidelines here for guidance.

 

*2) What page(s) of your recreation plan is the need for the proposed project discussed? 

If proposed project is on only one page, please enter the page number in both boxes

        

*3) What was the date(s) of public meeting to discuss submission of the grant application?

      

   

*4) Did you gather public input from individuals with disabilities, their families, or advocates?

✓
No Yes         

*5) Are you the primary provider of recreation services to any surrounding communities, as documented in your recreation
plan?

✓
No Yes

 
List Communities:

*6) Explain how you plan to address safety considerations and crime prevention in the project area?

Lights and motion sensors will be installed on both the existing restroom building and maintenance barn, and a security
light will be installed near the boat launch entry gate. The park is inspected daily by rangers and a maintenance team for
safety issues which are addressed promptly. Park Rangers make multiple trips throughout the park at varying times.
Allegan County Sheriff's Department also makes rounds regularly. Hours are posted on the website and on signage at the
park.

*1) If you are submitting multiple acquisition or development applications, what is the priority for this application?
(1 = highest)

1

From:

75

To:

76

Additional dates:
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*7) Explain how you will make the public aware of the project, as well as the efforts you will use to publicize and
promote your project. Include marketing methods that will effectively communicate with persons with disabilities.

Several methods will be used to inform the public.
1. Social media pages with weekly updates with pictures and/or videos on Facebook and Instagram.
2. Board updates that go to our Board of Commissioners, who then share with all their constituents.
3. Website updates.
4. Spring and Fall Newsletter that we create each year for Silver Creek Park.
5. Staff at the parks updating users coming in.

*8) Does the applicant have a formal recreation department or committee? Please explain below. For park
committees, describe how members are appointed, their roles and responsibilities. List of members and meeting
schedule.

Reference pp. 14-15 of recreation plan for administrative structure. The Board meets bi-monthly and terms are for three
years.
Current members of the Parks Advisory Board: 
Pam Brown, General Public Representative
John M. Clark, General Public Representative
Mark DeYoung, County Commissioner
Jackie Metz, General Public Representative
Kevin Formsma, General Public Representative
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Section E: Application History and Stewardship
Instructions:

1. Click Save to save changes
2. See the 2022 Natural Resources Trust Fund Application Guidelines here for guidance.

NO YES

*1) Questions 1 is for acquisition applications only - for development projects, leave blank and
move to question 2.
Will the applicant have adequate funds on hand to complete the acquisition transaction without any
third party assistance (i.e. loans, lines of credit, etc.) until partial reimbursement and final audit
is completed (approximately 180  days after closing)?

If yes, please provide documentation that supports this on the Required Attachments page.

*2) Has applicant received DNR recreation grant(s) in the past? ✓

If yes, does applicant currently have an open, active grant? ✓

*3) Has applicant closed, sold, or transferred any parkland or recreation facilities in the past 5 years?

(If yes, provide comments below.)

✓

* 4) Does applicant have a known unresolved conversion of grant-assisted parkland?

(Note: a conversion is a change from public outdoor recreation use to some other use.) 

(If yes, provide comments below.)

✓

*5) Does applicant have a "residents only" policy for this park or other parks or recreation facilities?

(If yes, provide comments below.) 

✓

*6) Do you now or do you intend in the future to charge an entrance fee to the project site? ✓

If yes, fee schedule and policy for reduced entrance fees for low-income users included with application? ✓

If yes, please provide documentation that supports this on the Required Attachments page.
*7) What is the applicant's current year budget for parks and recreation?

$452,862.00
*8) What are the estimated operation and maintenance costs associated with the project?

$13,433.00
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Comments:

Grant History:
1991, TF91-351 Westside Park
1995, TF95-126 Little John Lake Park
2000, 26-00264 Little John Lake Park
2000, TF00-077 Dumont Lake Park & Boat Launch
2000, TF00-076 Gun Lake Park
2002, TF02-117 Bysterveld Park
2005, TF05-001 New Richmond Park
2013, TF13-042 West Side Park
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Section F: Site Conditions
Instructions:

1. Complete the following property checklist on the environmental Conditions at the project site and adjacent areas, using information from the
past ten years or longer, as appropriate.

2. If you answer YES or UNKNOWN to questions 1-15, you are required to prepare an environmental report.  See the 2022 Natural Resources
Trust Fund Application Guidelines here for guidance.

3. Click Save to save changes.

NO YESUNKNOWN

*1) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that any portion of the property is
or has been used for industrial purposes, including manufacturing and/or minerals’ processing
or extraction (sand, gravel, oil, or gas) at this time or in the past?

✓

*2) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that any portion of the property is
currently being used or has been used in the past for a gas station, motor vehicle service or
repair facility, commercial printing facility, dry cleaners, photo developing lab, junkyard, landfill,
waste treatment, storage, processing or recycling or disposal facility?

✓

*3) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that any of the following are or
have in the past been stored, discarded, or used on the property – automotive or industrial
batteries, pesticides or other chemicals used in agricultural practices, paints, industrial waste,
or other chemicals in drums or other containers?

✓

*4) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that fill dirt or other fill material of
unknown origin is on this property or has in the past been placed on the property?

✓

*5) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge of any evidence of leaks, spills, or
stains from a substance other than water at this time or in the past?

✓

*6) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that there are or have in the past
been waste disposal pits, lagoons, or ponds on the property?

✓

*7) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that there are at this time or have
in the past been registered or unregistered storage tanks on the property?

✓

*8) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that contaminated groundwater
lies below the property?

✓

*9) If there is a water well on the property, does the applicant, landowner, or others have
knowledge that contaminants have been identified in the well that exceeded legal standards or
has the well been identified as contaminated by a government agency?

*10) Has the landowner been notified about any current violations of environmental laws
pertaining to activities on the property or does applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge
about past violations?

✓

*11) Has the landowner been notified of any environmental assessments of the property that
identified a) the presence of hazardous substances, petroleum products, or contamination; or
b) the need for further assessment?

✓

*12) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that any hazardous substances,
unidentified waste materials, tires, or automotive or industrial batteries have been dumped
above ground, buried, or burned on the property?

✓

*13) Is the property listed on any federal or state list of contaminated sites, including the site of
a leaking underground storage tank?

✓

✓
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*14) Does the applicant, landowner, or others have knowledge that any of the adjoining
properties are currently being used or have been used in the past for the purposes listed in the
previous questions 1-13?

✓

*15) Has an environmental assessment been completed for the site? ✓

If yes, please provide documentation that supports this on the Required Attachments page.

*16) Are permits required for the development of the site? ✓

If yes, please complete the following table:
 
 

TYPE OF PERMIT

 
 

PERMITTING AGENCY

EFFORTS TAKEN TO OBTAIN PERMIT OR
DETERMINING

PERMIT REQUIREMENTS
SESC Permit application prior to the start of construction
Site Plan Review Permit application prior to the start of construction
General Permit Permit application prior to the start of construction
MDEQ JPA Permit application prior to the start of construction

If 'Yes' or 'Unknown' was selected for any of the questions on this page, please explain here:

Allegan County
Allegan County
Allegan County Road Commission
State of Michigan

Permits to be obtained prior to the start of construction. Correspondence has been initiated with EGLE Representatives
regarding the SESC and JPA permits. Additional information on water's edge activities was provided, but the
representatives are unable to provide feedback on the site design until permit applications have been submitted.
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Section G: Natural Features of The Project Site
Instructions:

1. Click Save to save changes
2. Great Lakes connecting waters are defined in the 2022 Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application Guidelines.
3. See the 2022 Natural Resources Trust Fund Application Guidelines here for guidance.

To the best of your knowledge, does the project site include:
*Great Lakes shoreline or Great Lakes connecting water frontage?
✓
No Yes

*Inland lake frontage?

*River and/or tributary frontage?

*Wetland acreage or frontage?

*Other water acreage or frontage?

*Sand dunes?

*Dedicated state or federal listed wilderness or dedicated natural area or Pigeon River County State Forest land or
inholding?

*Rare species or any other significant feature as defined by the Michigan Natural Features Inventory?

✓
No Yes

No ✓
Yes

If yes, name of water body: 
Gun Lake
What is the size of the total water body in acres? 
2,682.00
How many linear feet of frontage are on site? 
432

✓
No Yes

✓
No Yes

✓
No Yes

✓
No Yes

✓
No Yes
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Section H: Wildlife Values of The Project Site
Instructions:

1. Click Save to save changes
2. See the 2022 Natural Resources Trust Fund Application Guidelines here for guidance.

Will the proposed park or park development:

* Protect wildlife habitat (for example, breeding grounds, winter deeryards, den sites)? ✓
No Yes

*Act as a wildlife corridor between existing protected areas or buffer an existing
protected area?

✓
No Yes
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Section I: Natural Resource Recreation Opportunities
Instructions:

1. Click Save to save changes
2. See the 2022 Natural Resources Trust Fund Application Guidelines here for guidance.

Will the proposed park or park development provide new or additional:

*Water recreation opportunities? No

*Motorized recreation opportunities (ORV and/or Snowmobile)? ✓
No

*Hunting Opportunities? ✓
No

*Fishing opportunities?

If yes, what type of fishing opportunities will be provided?
(species/methods)

*Bird watching or other nature viewing opportunities?

If yes, what species can be viewed?

*Nature interpretation or education opportunities? No

If yes, how are the interpretation or education opportunities provided? (check all that apply)

Interpretive signage ✓Part time or volunteer naturalist

Interpretive brochures Full time naturalist

Nature center

Have you formed a partnership with another organization to provide interpretive/educational
services?

If yes, name of organization:

✓
Yes

Yes

Yes

No ✓
Yes

Northern Pike, Walleye, Largemouth and Smallmouth Bass,
Bluegill, Rock Bass, Yellow Perch, Muskie

No ✓
Yes

Variety of ducks, geese

✓
Yes

No ✓
Yes

Outdoor Discovery Center
Provided examples of interpretive materials, descriptions of classes, and other documentation on the
interpretive/educational services provided with application:

The Outdoor Discovery Center partners with Allegan County to provide educational programs such as the "Up Close and
Wild" and the "Morning Bird Walk."
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Section J: Public Access Opportunities
Instructions:

1. Click Save to save changes
2. See the 2022 Natural Resources Trust Fund Application Guidelines here for guidance.

 

* Will the site be open to the general public?

No ✓
Yes

List the hours open to the public:

                 From To Closed

Sunday 9:30pm

Monday 7:00am

Tuesday 9:30pm

Wednesday 7:00am

Thursday 7:00am 9:30pm

Friday 7:00am 9:30pm

Saturday 7:00am

Holidays

Comment:
 

 

7:00am

9:30pm

7:00am

9:30pm

9:30pm

7:00am 9:30pm

Oct 1-Apr 30: 8:00am-8:00pm
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Section K: Trails
Instructions:

1. Click Save to save changes
2. See the 2022 Natural Resources Trust Fund Application Guidelines here for guidance.

* Is the proposed site a trail?

* Is this proposed project part of the Iron Belle Trail (Governor's Showcase Trail)? View the interactive IBT map
here. 
(Applicable for Development or Acquisition)
✓
No Yes

 

✓
No Yes 
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Application Narrative
Instructions:

1. The application narrative is an important source of information used to evaluate and score your application.  It will provide Grants
Management with an overall picture of your proposed project.  It is strongly recommended that you review the MNRTF Application Guidelines
for additional clarification of what items should be included in the application narrative.

2. Click Save to save changes
3. See the 2022 Natural Resources Trust Fund Application Guidelines here for guidance.

 

*I. Project Justification and Support:

   
*II. Project Description:  

Gun Lake Park, formerly “East Side Park,” is a family-friendly park offering a variety of site amenities and public
watercraft access to Gun Lake. The 2020-2024 Parks and Recreation Master Plan includes all proposed
improvements within the action items (pp. 75-76). These areas of improvement had been identified in a 2019
master plan of the park following extensive surveys and public input. Many of the general public responses
(Appendix B, Master Plan) requested upgrades and layout adjustments to the boat launch area as well as
improvements to fishing opportunities and the addition of a kayak launch.
A key improvement in the project is improving barrier-free access, to increase the number of activities available to
users of all abilities. This includes barrier-free parking closer to the site amenities, accessible benches and
continuous pathways, and the ADA kayak launch.
Allegan County’s programming partnership with the Outdoor Discovery Center can be increased through the kayak
launch, providing another level of access to Gun Lake. The Outdoor Discovery Center typically holds a program
each summer which has included stand-up paddle boarding, kayaking, and fishing, with recreational and
educational opportunities. The kayak launch will provide easier access for users of all abilities, and the improved
site layout will meet the needs of outside organizations with the drop-off area and more connectivity throughout the
site. 
The beacon and painted crosswalk will significantly improve the visibility, awareness, and safety of pedestrians
crossing Patterson Road from the parking lot to the west, as well as visitors who walk to the park. The addition of the
concrete walk along the east side of Patterson Road will improve connectivity to the surrounding areas and provide
a designated space to walk along the park edge without being on the shoulder of the road.
The proposed improvements are itemized within the actions of our master plan (pp. 75-76), and address Goals 1-5
to better utilize Allegan County’s land and water resources. This project aligns with the SCORP in providing a place
to walk outdoors, picnic, enjoy unstructured playtime, and view wildlife.
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*III. Natural Resource Access and Protection:  

 

  
 IV. Other Information:  

 

Gun Lake Park currently has over 450 feet of beach, a playground and swings, a basketball court, picnic tables,
grills, a covered pavilion, and modern restroom facilities. The park also has a watercraft launch with an ADA
accessible dock. The necessary improvements which are also denoted in the parks and recreation plan address
outdated equipment and add amenities and safety features to better serve the community and its access to Gun
Lake. The site is small and is primarily used for its watercraft launch in Gun Lake but has the potential to draw more
visitors for its land amenities.
A renovated asphalt drive will provide a smoother circulation route and include a bypass lane and two accessible
parking spaces. A concrete drive to the boat launch will replace the existing concrete, and new electric gates with
vehicle detection loops and a WiFi-controlled pay station under a security light and entry gate will separate the
launch space. An accessible kayak launch connected by a walkway will increase access to Gun Lake, meeting Goal
5 (p.70). The beach area is expanded to twice the existing length and widened by five feet. The addition of five
benches (one barrier-free) along the existing retaining wall at the water’s edge will provide a place for visitors to enjoy
lake views and fishing, increasing non-watercraft-related activities and use.
The concrete walk along the east side of Patterson Road will improve connectivity within the park and provide safe
access to neighboring properties. It also serves as the first piece of a future walk along the east side of Patterson
Road for the entire length of the lake. A pedestrian crossing with solar-powered rapid flashing beacons on both sides
of Patterson Road will provide unobstructed visibility and high awareness of pedestrians crossing to and from the
existing parking lot west of Patterson. A concrete unloading space will provide easy access to the existing pavilion
for the public and for partnership programs. Native plantings are used around the pedestrian crossing and bike
racks to define the park entry.
The existing play structure and surrounding area, grills, pavilion, restroom building, and accessible picnic tables will
remain. The swings will be replaced with the addition of playground safety surfacing and edging, meeting Goal 1,
Objectives “D” and “F” of our five-year plan (p. 68).
LED lights with sensors will replace existing lights on the restroom building on the north side of the park and the
maintenance building on the west side of the parking lot. These lights will reduce energy consumption and light
pollution while still meeting the needs of the users, and address Goal 1, Objective E of the plan (p. 68). All
landscape plants will be native to Michigan, with special consideration for species that support pollinator habitat. All
new utility lines will be buried. Hours of operation are clearly posted.

As described above, this project will provide improved access to the natural resources of Gun Lake through a safer
watercraft launch, ADA kayak launch, and more beachfront. The site contains an open tree canopy of mature
maples (Acer spp.) and young sycamores (Platanus spp.) and turf groundcover. The proposed project includes the
addition of 7 deciduous trees to enhance the microclimate and increase shade. Additional native plants will assist
with flooding, improving water quality and providing habitat.
A new stormwater system throughout the park will reduce ponding and flooding, allowing existing vegetation to thrive
and reducing pollutants that would otherwise enter the lake.
Because much of the park is devoted to boat launching and swimming, most of the access to natural resources is
found from within Gun Lake. The new kayak launch and watercraft launch will increase opportunities to view wildlife
including waterbirds and many fish species. The park will be open during the day for visitors to use the play
equipment and swings, picnic and gather in the existing pavilion, enjoy the sunrise across Gun Lake, and access
the water via the beach, accessible boat launch, and accessible kayak launch.
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Required Attachments for Development Projects
Instructions:

1. All required fields are marked with an *.
2. Attachments may be in Word, PDF, JPG, XLS or GIF format.
3. Save at least every 30 minutes to avoid losing data.
4. See the 2022 Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Application Guidelines here for guidance.
5. You may upload a cost breakdown in the required uploads page as supporting documentation.

Upload Attachments:

Click the Select button and navigate to the file in your computer or network
Once selected, the file name will appear under the Select button
Click the + button to add a new upload area
Click the – button to remove an upload area or file
Click the Save button to apply the changes

NOTE: When the  file is named to be uploaded, DO NOT leave any spaces, place a period between the words OR use any special
characters, e.g. "/", in the document name. Attachments may be in Word, PDF, JPG, XLS or GIF format.

 

All location maps, site development plans, boundary maps, and other graphic information must be clear, legible, detailed, and
appropriately labeled. Grants Management staff use these materials to help evaluate your application and to find and evaluate
many of the sites. We must also photocopy many of the graphic materials in black-and-white; be sure that what you submit will
photocopy legibly.

REQUIRED CONTENT FOR DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS

* Maintenance Plan:

* Project Location Map(s):
SiteLocation.pdf

* Site Development Plan:
GLP_SitePlan.pdf

* Boundary Map(s) delineating the legal boundaries of the park site(s) outlined in red; show easements in green:

* Photographs of the site - digital images, combine into one file:

* Certified Resolution: from the highest governing body:

* Advance Notice of the public meeting for public comment and to pass the resolution for the application:

* Minutes of the Public Meeting held for public comment and to pass the resolution for the application:

* Copy Site Control Form and Deed (commitment letter to transfer property, for development projects)

* Notice of Intent Form and copy of letter transmitting form to regional clearinghouse to the regional clearinghouse:
GLP_NoticeofIntent.pdf

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS:

GL-Assessment-Maintenance-Plan.pdf
AlleganCounty-Maintenance-Plan.pdf

TF00-076AlleganBoundaryMapColor.pdf

GLP_SitePhotos.pdf

GLP_Deeds.pdf
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Letter(s) of support:
GLP_Disability_LetterofSupport.pdf

Documentation of match commitment(s), (if required on the Section B form):

Universal Design Documentation:

Preliminary floor plans and elevation drawings for the proposed structures, if applicable

Correspondence regarding regulatory permitting issues, if applicable:

Expert documentation, to support the project:

Environmental Report, if applicable based on Property Checklist of application form:
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Additional Information
Instructions:

1. Click Save to save changes
2. See the 2022 Natural Resources Trust Fund Application Guidelines here for guidance.

Provide the information listed below, as applicable, and any other information you believe will give us a more complete
understanding of your proposed project and assist us in evaluating your application.

1)Explain the circumstances under which you closed, sold, or transferred control of any parkland or recreation
facilities within your park system.

2)List any parks within your system for which you have a "residents only" policy.

3)Discuss any health advisories for the water bodies accessed by your project. Describe how these advisories will
affect the use of the site and your proposed facilities.
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PROPOSED

PAT T E RS O N  R OA D
SEE ENLARGEMENT

Existing Play 
Structure

Existing 
Shelter

Existing 
Parking 
Lot

5’ wide concrete walk

Electric gate with vehicle 
detection loop

New swings and safety 
surfacing

Accessible bench with 
wheelchair space

Renovated concrete drive 
to boat launch

6’ bench on concrete pad (4 total)

Wi-fi controlled pay 
station for entry

Security light

Renovated asphalt drive to boat 
launch and barrier-free parking

New boat launch (not 
included in grant)

New shade tree (typical)

Restroom building: convert lighting 
to LED, add motion sensors

‘Kayak Drop-Off, No Parking’ sign

‘Pedestrian Crossing Ahead’ sign

Pedestrian crossing with solar-powered rapid 
flashing beacon, both sides of Patterson

Accessible kayak launch

Maintenance barn: convert lighting 
to LED, add motion sensors

Expand beach 23’ x 225’
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SITE PLAN
GUN LAKE PARK IMPROVEMENTS
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EXISTING

5’ wide concrete walk

Play area

Picnic shelter

Drinking Fountain

New swings and safety 
surfacing

6’ bench on concrete pad (4 total)

Low maintenance plantings

Bike racks (3)

Renovated asphalt drive to boat 
launch and barrier-free parking

Unloading space

Restroom building: convert lighting 
to LED, add motion sensors

New shade tree (typical)

Shift existing grill

‘Kayak Drop-Off, No Parking’ sign

‘Pedestrian Crossing Ahead’ sign

Pedestrian crossing with solar-
powered rapid flashing beacon, 
both sides of Patterson

Bollard

Expand beach 23’ x 225’

PAT T E RS O N  R OA D

GUN LAKE PARK IMPROVEMENTS
WAYLAND, MICHIGAN
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   Patterson Walk 5' wide
   Interior Walks / Bench Pads

incl. Upgrade Drainage System of Existing Structure

Security Light/Pay Station and gates/Wi-Fi/LED Upgrades/Motion Sensors
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