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Data as of September 5, 2022 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

The following report contains COVID-19-related data from August 19, 2022, to September 1, 2022, on the 5 mitigation components 

Allegan County Health Department (ACHD) previously identified. This report contains local COVID-19 data for Allegan County, 

information on vaccination data, wastewater surveillance, emerging variant updates, and other resources regarding COVID-19 

mitigation. This report also contains epidemiological surveillance and health education on other ongoing and emerging public health 

topics including monkeypox (MPV), and other regional epidemiological topics at a glance. ACHD continues to monitor local, 

statewide, and global COVID-19 data, and continues to follow the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) and 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommendations.  

We are currently evaluating what local data is not available through other entities that help people evaluate individual risks and 

reviewing website analytics to help determine if these reports are helpful for community members. More information is to come on 

the future of these updates.  

WHAT’S NEW AT A GLANCE:  

 Updated bivalent boosters for those 12 years of age and older: the CDC issued new recommendations for COVID-19 

boosters, after the FDA authorized updated booster formulas from both Pfizer and Moderna. 

 Allegan County COVID-19 Test Positivity Rate is trending downward. 

 Weekly COVID-19 cases have decreased by more than 30% since the 8/9/2022 to 8/15/2022 reporting period. 

 MDARD is encouraging residents and bird owners to continue practicing biosecurity measures to help prevent HPAI as wild 

birds begin to migrate. 

An overview of COVID-19 data in Allegan County from 8/19/22 to 9/1/22 can be found in the graphic below: 
 

 

Previous BOC reports that may include background information for some of the topics discussed in this current report can be found 

here. 

COVID-19 MITIGATION COMPONENTS 

 

https://www.allegancounty.org/health/covid-19/covid-19-updates
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Allegan County currently is at a low 

community transmission level for COVID-

19. ACHD continues to recommend the 

following:  

 Staying up-to-date on your 
COVID-19 vaccines 

 Getting tested if you have 
symptoms, before and after 
traveling, and before gathering 
with others. 

COVID-19 Community Levels are a tool to help communities decide what prevention steps to take based on the latest data. These 

Community Levels can be low, medium, or high and are determined by looking at hospital bed utilization, hospital admissions, and 

the total number of new COVID-19 cases in an area. Find more about COVID-19 Community levels here. 

Note: Counties surrounding Allegan County may be in a medium or high 

COVID-19 Community Level. If you work or visit other counties often, make 

sure to take precautions to protect yourself and others such as wearing a 

mask, washing your hands often, staying home if you feel sick, and social 

distancing when possible.  

Use the CDC’s COVID-19 County Check tool to find out what community level 

the county you will be visiting is in. 

 

ENHANCED ABILITY TO TEST 

COUNTY-LEVEL DATA AS OF AUGUST 29, 2022 

Data Takeaway: The Test Positivity Rate for 

Allegan County is trending downward, after 

trending upward the week prior. We’ve 

seen this trend pattern for the past 4 

weeks, with cases trending upward, then 

downward. 

At this stage of the pandemic, percent 

positivity alone is no longer a strong 

indicator of the total number of individuals 

who tested positive, due to several factors 

– one being at-home testing. It is best to 

evaluate percent positivity with another 

metric, such as COVID-19 concentration 

levels in wastewater, to get a more 

accurate idea of the prevalence of the virus 

in an area. The 7-day positivity rate for Allegan County as of August 29 was 19.2% with 612.3 daily tests administered per million. 

This indicates a 5.7% decrease in the 7-day positivity compared to the 8/9/2022 to 8/15/2022 reporting period, which had 526.8 

daily tests administered per million.  

TEST AVAILABILITY  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html
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At this time, at-home tests are not 

reported in the Michigan Disease 

Surveillance System (MDSS) and therefore, 

are not included in the test positivity rates 

or case counts. See the Appendix for a list 

of testing resources available to 

community members. 

 

 

 

ROBUST CASE INVESTIGATION AND CONTACT TRACING 

ALLEGAN COUNTY COVID-19 COMMUNITY LEVEL: LOW 

As of 8/29/2022, Allegan County remained at a 

low COVID-19 community level based on the 

CDC framework. Data Takeaway: Models 

showed a decrease in cases compared to the 

8/9/2022 to 8/15/2022 reporting period. 

During the period 8/23/2022 to 8/29/2022, 

Allegan County’s new weekly case rate was 

125.3 per 100,000 population with 148 weekly 

cases. 

Weekly cases decreased by more than 30% 

since the 8/9/2022 to 8/15/2022 reporting 

period (182.9 per 100,000 - 216 total weekly 

cases). 

OVERVIEW OF COVID-19 CASES AND DEATHS IN THE LAST TWO WEEKS (8/19/2022 to 9/1/22)   
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DURING 8/19/2022 to 9/1/22 FOR ALLEGAN COUNTY: 

 323 total cases were reported via the Michigan Disease Surveillance System (MDSS)  

o 231 confirmed cases and 92 probable cases related to SARS-CoV2 infection as reported 

 2.2% of the cases were reported as asymptomatic  

 38.4% of cases were reported as ‘vaccine breakthrough’ cases, which has decreased from the previous two weeks 

 Four reported hospitalizations1 related to SARS-CoV-2 infection 

 There was one death related to SARS-CoV-2 infection  

 5% of the cases were reported to be related to international, domestic, and/or in-state travel 

 From 8/18/2022 to 8/31/2022, positivity rate2 was a reported 22.0%  

ACHD continues to monitor the COVID-19 metrics for hospitalizations and deaths as this can show the risk of a medically significant 

COVID-19 variant or healthcare system strain. 

CASE INVESTIGATION 3 

ACHD is currently working to investigate all communicable disease cases. Prioritized groups for case investigation, when applicable, 

include individuals over the age of 65, school-aged individuals, and individuals that live or work in congregate care settings. During 

the case investigation process, ACHD works to ensure all basic needs are being met for individuals and their families. All cases 

receive a Patient Education Genius (PEG) notification that is provided via email or text messages for a case investigation form.  

CASES IN THE LAST TWO WEEKS, BY AGE GROUP (8/19/2022 to 9/1/22) 

 

                                                                 
1 COVID-19 may not be a primary cause of hospitalization in some of the reported cases in MDSS due to current capacity and data limitations; these data reported in 

MDSS are often limited by factors such as delayed case investigations and data back-filling 
2 As reported in the MI-HAN Regional Data File; Positivity Rate is calculated for percent positive persons for day and county 
3 Case investigation consists of contacting the individual and asking standard questions related to the disease and identifying those who might have been exposed. 
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ALLEGAN COUNTY COVID-19 INPATIENT ADMISSIONS AND DEATHS IN ALL AGES 
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From 8/19/2022 to 9/1/22 in MDSS: 18.4% of cases were reported in the 30 to 39 age group, which had the highest number of cases 

and is similar to the current statewide case patterns. In comparison to the previous reporting period (8/5/22 to 8/18/22), case 

counts have decreased overall for all age groups, with an uptick in the 10 to 19 and 70 to 79 ages for the current timeframe. 

 4% of cases were in quarantine at the time of symptom onset or positive test 

 19.2% of investigated cases were household close contacts4   

 0.3% of cases were reported as community contacts5  

 6.8% of cases were close contacts to those who work or live in a high-risk/congregate facility    

Notifying close contacts helps individuals know about exposure and allows close contacts to make decisions based on their own 

risk assessment. 

323 cases were reported in the MDSS from 8/19/2022 to 9/1/22 

EXPOSURE LETTERS AND CLOSE CONTACTS  

ACHD sends potential Exposure Letters for COVID-19, similar to other communicable disease letters. Potential Exposure Letters are 

sent to school-aged individuals based on classroom and bus lists provided by schools.  

17,117 exposure letters were sent from March 1, 2022, to September 5, 2022 

1 close contact is currently being monitored as of September 5, 2022 

OUTBREAKS & CLUSTERS IN ALLEGAN COUNTY 

The following table shows the number of outbreaks6 that ACHD has identified for high-risk settings as of September 1, 2022. ACHD 

has identified one new outbreak related to Long-Term Care Facilities7 and two new outbreaks related to Schools, since the last 

update on August 25, 2022; there were four ongoing outbreaks reported to MDHHS as of September 1, 2022. ACHD has not 

identified any new outbreaks for businesses since February 17, 2022.  

ACHD has developed COVID-19 Business Mitigation Strategies Survey for businesses, Long-Term Care Facilities, daycares and schools 

to provide us with information on the current mitigation strategies they have in place. The surveys are sent out when an outbreak 

has been identified at a location.  

Type of Setting  Total Number of  Outbreaks, since October 2021* 

School 20 

Business 8 

Long Term Careβ 30 

Other Congregate Facilitiesα 3 
 
*Includes clusters per requirement indicated in MDSS’ outbreak investigation fields to assign an outbreak code for ‘clusters’ 
βIncludes Skilled Nursing Facilities (SNF), Adult Foster Care (AFC), Home For the Aged (HFA), Assisted Living, and Independent Living facilities 
αIncludes jails, correctional facilities, and shelters 
 

LONG TERM CARE & OTHER CONGREGATE CARE FACILITIES  

From January 2022 to September 5, 2022, ACHD has connected 19 LTCFs in Allegan County with the iPRAT Team for additional 

mitigation assistance8. 

                                                                 
4 Household contact: person lived with someone who tested positive and later tested positive themselves. 
5 Community contact: person who was identified as a close contact in a setting other than a household 
6 Outbreak investigation codes are assigned by the first date of onset 
7 Data from 10/21/2021 
8 An outbreak investigation is initiated when a resident at a Long-Term Care Facility (LTCF) is identified as a confirmed case of COVID-19. For correctional facilities, either a confirmed or a 
probable COVID-19 case will prompt an outbreak investigation. MDHHS offers further support for facilities via the Infection Prevention and Resource Assessment Team (iPRAT) when ACHD 
identifies facilities that are experiencing a large number of positive COVID-19 tests. 
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In Michigan, the number of LTCFs reporting three or more cases in a single reporting period is steadily increasing for both Adult 

Foster Care (AFC)/Home for the Aged (HFA) from 24 to 25, and Skilled Nursing Facilities (SNF) from 38 to 47, since the last Michigan 

Data and Modeling update on August 23, 2022. According to statewide data9, the case counts reported for residents and staff in 

AFC/HFA are currently plateaued. Case counts reported for residents and staff in SNFs, have increased. Cases within LTCFs continue 

to be higher among staff than among residents, which has been the case throughout the Delta and Omicron surges. These values 

mirror the case counts for residents and staff of LTCFs in Allegan County. 

ACHD shares forecasting wastewater readings with long-term and congregate care facilities in the monthly LTCF Newsletters, to 

help inform their COVID-19 mitigation strategies. 

565 resident cases and 55 resident deaths reported from January 1, 2020, to August 23, 202210 

869 staff cases have been reported from January 1, 2020, to August 23, 2022 

SUFFICIENT HEALTH CARE CAPACITY  

HOSPITALIZATIONS 

Allegan County falls in the Region 5 Health Care Coalition. Some community members will also access hospitals in the Region 6 

Health Care Coalition (Grand Rapids-Holland Region). The chart below lists the hospitals that Allegan County community members 

may access for COVID-19 and non-COVID-19-related health needs and their current capacity levels.  

The following figures show the current percentage of inpatient beds treating COVID-19 patients, for the Grand Rapids Region 

(Region 6), and Kalamazoo Region (Region 5). The Grand Rapids Region had 4.7% of inpatient beds that are COVID-19 positive, as of 

August 29, 2022, which is 0.3% higher than the previous reporting period, August 9 to August 15.  The Kalamazoo Region had 7.3% 

of inpatient beds that are COVID-19 positive, as of August 29, 2022, which is .6% lower than the previous reporting period.  

 

HOSPITALS IN THE ALLEGAN COUNTY AREA 

See previous report from 8/11/22 for updates regarding hospital bed capacity. Hospital bed capacity information can be found on 
the MDHHS website: Statewide Available PPE and Bed Tracking (Michigan.gov) 

 

DEATHS (7 DAY AVERAGE)  

Vaccinations have been shown to be effective at preventing deaths from COVID-19.  

                                                                 
9 Weekly data reported by facilities with bed occupancy of at least 13 beds 
10 The information above represents COVID-19 data reported directly to MDHHS by licensed and operating Skilled Nursing, Home for the Aged and Adult Foster Care facilities (licensed to 
serve 13 or more individuals) in Michigan from January 1, 2020, through August 23, 2022 

https://www.allegancounty.org/home/showpublisheddocument/9214/637958220519930000
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/stats/data-about-places/statewide-available-ppe-and-bed-tracking
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The 7-day average for daily deaths is currently less than 1, and is refelected as 0 on the Michigan Safe Start Map. For a complete 

view of the 7-day average daily deaths for Allegan and other counties over the course of the pandemic visit, Dashboard | CDC | MI 

Start Map 

BEST PRACTICES  

SCHOOLS  

ACHD has updated our School COVID-19 Guidance documents as of August 26, 2022, to align with the changes CDC made to their 

COVID-19 recommendations on August 11, 2022. ACHD updated guidance documents can be view on our School Resources COVID-

19 page. 

MONKEYPOX (MPV)  

The CDC has released a new resource page answering frequently asked questions about monkeypox for administrators and staff of 

K-12 schools, early care and education (ECE) programs, camps, and other community settings serving children or adolescents. ECE 

programs may include center-based childcare, family childcare, Head Start, or other early learning, early intervention and 

preschool/pre-kindergarten programs delivered in schools, homes, or other community settings. This information may also be 

helpful to parents who have questions about monkeypox.  

View the CDC Monkeypox FAQ page. 

BUSINESSES 

No new COVID-19 updates for this section, please see the previous report from August 25, 2022. 

MONKEYPOX (MPV) 

No new updates, please see the previous report from August 25, 2022. 

COMMUNICATIONS  

COVID-19 Health Education has been a mandated service in this response. The following are metrics related to COVID 

communication efforts from 8/19/2022 – 9/1/2022: 

 4 Social media posts 

 9 Education materials created/updated 

 1 School and Childcare Update sent out 

 1 Long Term Care Update sent out 

BIRD OWNERS ENCOURAGED TO CONTINUE PRACTICING BIOSECURITY ME ASURES TO PROTECT BIRDS FROM HPAI  

The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD) has not reported any new cases of highly pathogenic 

avian influenza (HPAI) in domestic poultry flocks since May 2022, but the virus is still being detected in Michigan’s wildlife. These 

detections added with the fall migration of wild birds means it is important to continue following biosecurity measures to help keep 

birds healthy. 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources regularly updates its website with the new cases found in wild birds and mammals. 

The public health risk associated with this disease remains low according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. In 

addition, no birds or bird products infected with HPAI will enter the commercial food chain. As a reminder, people should properly 

handle and cook all poultry and eggs. 

https://mistartmap.info/cdc-indicators?area=county%3Aallegan
https://mistartmap.info/cdc-indicators?area=county%3Aallegan
https://www.allegancounty.org/health/covid-19/covid-19-school-resources
https://www.allegancounty.org/health/covid-19/covid-19-school-resources
https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/faq.html
https://www.allegancounty.org/home/showpublisheddocument/9358/637970228055730000
https://www.allegancounty.org/home/showpublisheddocument/9358/637970228055730000
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MzEuNjMwMjEwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvZG5yL21hbmFnaW5nLXJlc291cmNlcy93aWxkbGlmZS93aWxkbGlmZS1kaXNlYXNlL2F2aWFuLWluZmx1ZW56YS11cGRhdGVzIn0.KE2wApoTXuJoc03Hnf8IvyP3yo44IUzK_sPq6w3kB08%2Fs%2F1150205381%2Fbr%2F143325413441-l&data=05%7C01%7Cschumacherk1%40michigan.gov%7C09f33fcff0744550623908da8b599ee2%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637975514446629653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5qiZiXFuUP%2B77oTUh4nLFCLhLHUXUDn5BfJd80KsR1A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MzEuNjMwMjEwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L2ZsdS9hdmlhbmZsdS9hdmlhbi1mbHUtc3VtbWFyeS5odG0ifQ.3CvQ37_iwUX8VpEvp09o8B27E_BqqRnHAWyaiDcM97A%2Fs%2F1150205381%2Fbr%2F143325413441-l&data=05%7C01%7Cschumacherk1%40michigan.gov%7C09f33fcff0744550623908da8b599ee2%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637975514446629653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Wx6rtiI%2BHtVUumozlWC6ZiQLlhQfJlus2a6dg3cgouY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MzEuNjMwMjEwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mZGEuZ292L2Zvb2QvYnV5LXN0b3JlLXNlcnZlLXNhZmUtZm9vZC9zYWZlLWZvb2QtaGFuZGxpbmcifQ.ojDoZ5UlPwPBrr6F9VKdC2EVDOWd7ocl8mowVKdUqtk%2Fs%2F1150205381%2Fbr%2F143325413441-l&data=05%7C01%7Cschumacherk1%40michigan.gov%7C09f33fcff0744550623908da8b599ee2%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637975514446629653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2y1AA5LbYHIwX58RMZ9S%2BsDHSWJIe61VohWTow6D2No%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MzEuNjMwMjEwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mZGEuZ292L2Zvb2QvYnV5LXN0b3JlLXNlcnZlLXNhZmUtZm9vZC9zYWZlLWZvb2QtaGFuZGxpbmcifQ.ojDoZ5UlPwPBrr6F9VKdC2EVDOWd7ocl8mowVKdUqtk%2Fs%2F1150205381%2Fbr%2F143325413441-l&data=05%7C01%7Cschumacherk1%40michigan.gov%7C09f33fcff0744550623908da8b599ee2%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637975514446629653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2y1AA5LbYHIwX58RMZ9S%2BsDHSWJIe61VohWTow6D2No%3D&reserved=0
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 Following a few key steps is still important to help protect Michigan’s domestic birds: 

 Prevent contact between domestic and wild birds by bringing them indoors or ensuring their outdoor area is fully enclosed. 

 Wash your hands before and after handling birds as well as when moving between different coops. 

 Disinfect boots and other gear when moving between coops. 

 Do not share equipment or other supplies between coops or other farms. 

 Cleaning and disinfecting equipment and other supplies between uses. If it cannot be disinfected, discard it. 

 Use well or municipal water as drinking water for birds. 

 Keep poultry feed secure to ensure there is no contact between the feed/feed ingredients and wild birds or rodents. 

Domestic bird owners and caretakers should watch for multiple sudden deaths in the flock, a drop in egg production, a significant 

decrease in water consumption, or an increase in sick birds. 

 If avian influenza is suspected in domestic birds, contact MDARD immediately at 800-292-3939 (daytime) or 517-373-0440 

(after-hours). 

If anyone notices what appears to be unusual or unexplained deaths among wild bird populations, please report these cases to the 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) by: 

 Using the DNR’s Eyes in the Field app. Choose the “Diseased Wildlife” option among the selections for “Observation Forms.” 

 Calling the DNR Wildlife Disease Laboratory at 517-336-5030. 

Subscribe to receive email notifications by visiting MDARD’s website and clicking on the “Avian Influenza” link. After entering a valid 

email address, subscribers will receive updates and alerts regarding the status of avian influenza in Michigan whenever there are 

new developments to report. Additional resources can also be found at Michigan.gov/BirdFlu. 

More information on avian influenza and how to protect flocks through biosecurity measures can be found on the U.S. Department 

of Agriculture’s website. 

COMMUNITY VACCINATION/HERD IMMUNITY/TREATMENT  

UPDATED COVID-19 BIVALENT BOOSTERS FOR THOSE 12 YEARS OF AGE AND UP 

On September 1, 2022, the CDC issued new recommendations for COVID-19 boosters, after the FDA authorized updated booster 

formulas from both Pfizer and Moderna. The CDC recommends that everyone who is eligible stay up-to-date on vaccinations by 

getting an updated booster dose at least 2 months after their last COVID-19 shot—either since their last booster dose, or since 

completing their primary series. Pfizer’s updated booster shot is recommended for individuals 12 and older, and Moderna’s 

updated booster shot is recommended for adults 18 and older.  

These new boosters contain an updated bivalent formula that both boosts immunity against the original coronavirus strain and also 

protects against the newer Omicron variants that account for most of the current cases. Updated boosters are intended to provide 

optimal protection against the virus and address waning vaccine effectiveness over time. 

Eligible individuals can get either the Pfizer or Moderna updated booster, regardless of whether their primary series or most recent 

dose was with Pfizer, Moderna, Novavax, or the Johnson & Johnson vaccine. As per the CDC’s recommendations, the new bivalent 

booster replaces the existing monovalent vaccine booster, therefore the monovalent vaccine will no longer be authorized for use 

as booster doses in people ages 12 and up.  

The Pfizer bivalent booster is currently authorized for ages 12 and older while Moderna’s is currently authorized for ages 18 and 

older.  Individuals may choose to receive either the Pfizer or the Moderna bivalent booster, regardless of which primary series 

vaccine or original booster dose they had previously. 

ACHD anticipates starting to give these bivalent boosters within the next two weeks, and will provide further updates when 

available. 

In the coming weeks, CDC also expects to recommend updated COVID-19 boosters for those under the age of 12, per the discussion 

and evaluation of the data by the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) on Sept. 1, 2022.  When more information 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MzEuNjMwMjEwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvbWRhcmQvLS9tZWRpYS9Qcm9qZWN0L1dlYnNpdGVzL21kYXJkL2RvY3VtZW50cy9hbmltYWxzL2Rpc2Vhc2VzL2F2aWFuL1Byb3RlY3QtWW91ci1GbG9jay1JbmZvZ3JhcGhpYy5wZGY_cmV2PTA4Njk5ZmMwYjJkMDRlMDc5ODRjNWRlNDM5N2IzMWUwJmhhc2g9NUQ4MDA1NjczQUNGQzc1M0EzMjkyMjAwRTgxMTZGNTYifQ.wPHrtceDYpq-OHzUWQ0iwUPvXmtDumj496kn6epv9bU%2Fs%2F1150205381%2Fbr%2F143325413441-l&data=05%7C01%7Cschumacherk1%40michigan.gov%7C09f33fcff0744550623908da8b599ee2%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637975514446629653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uozuBNrOkMR46NfNZllufEpJhw437iOriMHRUDqIhP4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MzEuNjMwMjEwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvbWRhcmQvLS9tZWRpYS9Qcm9qZWN0L1dlYnNpdGVzL21kYXJkL2RvY3VtZW50cy9hbmltYWxzL2Rpc2Vhc2VzL2F2aWFuL0NsZWFuaW5nLWZvci1IUEFJLnBkZj9yZXY9NWNhNjM0MTQzODYxNGYzZGI1YTc2NTJmOTU5NWI1Y2EmaGFzaD03N0I2QUJBNTE0MEUzQzY0OTA3MTcyM0JGQjJCNEM5MiJ9.gaTjxxws7aHS0HSLkCMqN_3st2vtU05bWlbok3YcCUw%2Fs%2F1150205381%2Fbr%2F143325413441-l&data=05%7C01%7Cschumacherk1%40michigan.gov%7C09f33fcff0744550623908da8b599ee2%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637975514446629653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ex%2BrDD3iD%2F%2Bwt5c6oHwR640a%2B9q3F9Nx5KsN4AU3h14%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MzEuNjMwMjEwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dzIuZG5yLnN0YXRlLm1pLnVzL09SUy9Ib21lP3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1ocGFpK3JlbW92aW5nK2JpcmQrZmVlZGVycyZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPXByJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.EWapy7qOnzRC6BT-jPpH3mTSbtHNK9LYjf8dekQ3SkM%2Fs%2F1150205381%2Fbr%2F143325413441-l&data=05%7C01%7Cschumacherk1%40michigan.gov%7C09f33fcff0744550623908da8b599ee2%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637975514446785896%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BIIS8CDumj59ZVIAjOqtZQ8b3VQJ%2FNAjPdMykB0qqC0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MzEuNjMwMjEwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvbWRhcmQvYWJvdXQvbWVkaWEvZW1haWwjYW5pbWFsIn0.tFTJyY8-Z9c4T2_jWnlH5c6iHo4WFtvvnumVexdkyuo%2Fs%2F1150205381%2Fbr%2F143325413441-l&data=05%7C01%7Cschumacherk1%40michigan.gov%7C09f33fcff0744550623908da8b599ee2%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637975514446785896%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FSFzJsdGLDKldJ2TKR7dApTuba9TR7bSYdlAvqwtbbI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MzEuNjMwMjEwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvYmlyZGZsdSJ9.6AMZuQTjdO652bjzG9pH_h3ICN3NTeZoeCGZprAg8mo%2Fs%2F1150205381%2Fbr%2F143325413441-l&data=05%7C01%7Cschumacherk1%40michigan.gov%7C09f33fcff0744550623908da8b599ee2%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637975514446785896%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cCbG%2FD%2B1JQzn7%2BOuM2Xf7r34Y553DB6VJ%2FzHchmhryg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MzEuNjMwMjEwNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5hcGhpcy51c2RhLmdvdi9hcGhpcy9vdXJmb2N1cy9hbmltYWxoZWFsdGgvYW5pbWFsLWRpc2Vhc2UtaW5mb3JtYXRpb24vYXZpYW4vYXZpYW4taW5mbHVlbnphL2hwYWktMjAyMi8yMDIyLWhwYWktY29tbWVyY2lhbC1iYWNreWFyZC1mbG9ja3MifQ.1MnclHTghQhmvZ1kBAhY--mNwf3EO-bbFSvkLXO-6OA%2Fs%2F1150205381%2Fbr%2F143325413441-l&data=05%7C01%7Cschumacherk1%40michigan.gov%7C09f33fcff0744550623908da8b599ee2%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637975514446785896%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H1Ce3s3K120aL7CWO5sVOxPwfzfTMV72OsjpVQ%2FMhWo%3D&reserved=0
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becomes available, ACHD will provide an update to the public. In the meantime, parents are encouraged to have their children 

complete the primary series of the current vaccines so that they will be eligible for the bivalent booster in the future.  Parents of 

children under 12 are also encouraged to consider having their children receive the original booster at this time to increase their 

defenses against the virus with back to school and other group activities now occurring. 

For more information, read the full CDC press release and full FDA press release. Visit the COVID-19 Bivalent Vaccine Boosters FDA 

page. 

COVID-19 VACCINE COVERAGE  

VACCINATION COVERAGE BY 

AGE GROUP 

Data as of 9/2/2022 

The adjacent map displays 

vaccine coverage for Allegan 

County. Vaccine rates for the age 

group 65+ are higher than overall 

state vaccine rates. See Previous 

Reports for updates on Vaccine 

Coverage here. 

 

VACCINATION COVERAGE BY ZIP CODE 

The map on the left shows the vaccination rates for residents aged 16 and 

older who received at least one dose of vaccine. The data is at the census 

tract11-level (colored sections) with an overlay of Allegan zip codes. This map 

gives more context for the parts community to focus on when organizing 

potential vaccination campaigns. Areas in the center of the county, with 

lower population counts, appear to have the lowest vaccination rates, while 

perimeter areas on the East and West sides of the county have higher 

vaccination rates overall.  This data is based on a total population count of 

115,250 as recorded in the 2018 US Census 

 

 

                                                                 
11 Census tracts are geographic entities within counties with similar characteristics such as population traits, school enrollment, poverty level, median household income, housing vacancy, 
etc. 

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2022/s0901-covid-19-booster.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-moderna-pfizer-biontech-bivalent-covid-19-vaccines-use#:~:text=Today%2C%20the%20U.S.%20Food%20and,following%20primary%20or%20booster%20vaccination.
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-bivalent-vaccine-boosters
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-bivalent-vaccine-boosters
https://www.allegancounty.org/health/covid-19/covid-19-updates
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VACCINE AVAILABILITY  

Vaccine availability remains high as pharmacies, doctor’s offices, and health care 

systems are administering vaccines. ACHD has vaccine appointments available on 

Thursdays each week for vulnerable populations or children in the Vaccine for 

Children program.  

Residents are encouraged to visit www.vaccinefinder.org and 

www.vaccinatewestmi.com to find vaccination clinics near them, or call ACHD at 

269-673-5411 to schedule an appointment. 

VACCINE EFFECTIVENESS (VE)  

Current data continues to show that COVID-19 vaccines are an important layer in 

reducing the severity of illness, and the burden of hospitalizations and deaths in 

children, adolescents, and adults, even with the emergence of the predominant 

new Omicron variants such as BA.4 and BA.5.  

Being up to date on COVID-19 vaccines is crucial in reducing the burden of 

hospitalizations and deaths. Please refer to key data takeaways from the previous 

report on studies conducted by the CDC’s Breakthrough Surveillance Unit on 

Hospitalizations and Deaths associated with COVID-29, as of June 2022.  

In Michigan, data and modeling as of August 30, 2022 shows that unvaccinated individuals 12 years and older had 6.1 times the 

risk of dying from COVID-19 compared to those who were up to date on the COVID-19 vaccination schedule. Please refer to the 

updated CDC studies published in July 2022, as released on August 25, 2022 on the nationwide COVID-19 VE surveillance among 

adults: 

Data Takeaway: The protection level of COVID-19 infection has waned across all age groups; protection is highest in adults who have 

received all recommended vaccine doses. 

BREAKTHROUGH SURVEILLANCE DATA:  For more information and the latest data on the rates of COVID-19 breakthrough cases, 

hospitalizations, and deaths, please refer to CDC COVID Data Tracker: Rates of COVID-19 Cases and Deaths by Vaccination Status 

 

LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT (LHD) BREAKTHROUGH DATA DISTRIBUTION 

Refer to the previous report from 6/21/22 for updates regarding breakthrough data distribution. 

COVID-19 SURVEILLANCE 

7-DAY METRICS12 STATEWIDE NATIONWIDE GLOBAL 

Cases 19,158 90,676 4.989 M 

Hospital Admissions 151.43 5314 No data available 

Deaths 129 390 15,474 

Percent Population Fully Vaccinated 64.7% 67.4% 53.062 M13 

Percent Positivity 20-24.9 % 15.5% No data available 

STATEWIDE (MICHIGAN) 

 As of August 30, 2022, Michigan Coronavirus Data reports a total of 2,770,359 cases and 38,038 deaths related to the SARS-

CoV-2 infection. 

                                                                 
12 Statewide and Nationwide data as of 9/2/2022 COVID Data Tracker Weekly Review | CDC ; Global data update as of 8/28/2022 COVID-19 Map - Johns Hopkins Coronavirus Resource 
Center (jhu.edu)   
13 This is not a percentage but a 7-day average of weekly doses administered globally 

http://www.vaccinefinder.org/
http://www.vaccinatewestmi.com/
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccine-effectiveness-breakthrough
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://www.allegancounty.org/home/showpublisheddocument/9358/637970228055730000
https://www.allegancounty.org/home/showpublisheddocument/9358/637970228055730000
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/-/media/Project/Websites/coronavirus/Michigan-Data/Data-and-Modeling-Updates/20220830-Data-and-modeling-update_vMEDIA.pdf?rev=f9a8503bd4704119858468e7c2fe51db&hash=A0CAC72A9D83139901858D79B02DA5BD
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccine-effectiveness
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccine-effectiveness-breakthrough
https://www.allegancounty.org/home/showpublisheddocument/8754/637920090599270000
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/stats
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
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 Refer to the August 30, 2022 MDHHS data and modeling for current trends on cases, hospitalizations, and deaths associated 

with COVID-19. 

 The current Rt14 for Michigan has fallen slightly below 1, thus indicating that COVID spread is currently plateaued. 

 11% (9/83) of Michigan counties are at High COVID-19 Community Levels comprising of 31% of the population as of August 

25, 2022. Majority of the counties are at Medium or Low levels at present compared to the previous reporting week of 

August 15, 2022.  

 Current statewide community levels are not as high as the first Omicron wave but are higher than the second Omicron 

(BA.2.12.1) wave that was around the months of April-May. 

 Recent scenario hub projections suggest plateau or a smaller surge in the Fall and potential surge in the Winter. For more 

information regarding seasonal projections of cases, hospitalizations, and deaths, visit COVID-19 Scenario Modeling Hub. 

NATIONWIDE (UNITED STATES) 

 Total cases nationwide as of September 1, 2022, is 94,385,669 (up 1,145,549 from August 19, 2022). 1,041,280 total 

deaths (up 8,327 from August 19, 2022) have been reported as of September 1, 2022; which accounts for more than 15% 

of total deaths worldwide. 

 According to the CDC, as of August 26, 2022, COVID-19 cases, deaths, and hospitalizations are starting to plateau after their 

rise in the summer, however, COVID-19 Community Levels for more than 72.4% of counties are still medium or high. 

Overall, 48 out of 52 jurisdictions (50 states, the District of Columbia, and U.S. territories) had counties with high or 

medium-level transmission week. 

o The District of Columbia, Massachusetts, Nevada, and Rhode Island are the only jurisdictions that have all counties 

at low Community Levels. 

o For the week ending in August 27, 2022, Omicron BA.5, the predominant variant, accounts for an estimated 88.7% 

of new cases 

o Omicron variant BA.4.6, accounts for an estimated 7.5% of cases 

o According to the CDC, the national proportion of lineages designated as omicron is 100% 

 The 7-day average has decreased 6.7% over the past week, which is slower than last week (data as of 8/30/2022) 

o As of August 30, 2022, the case rate was 186.8 cases/100,000 in last 7 days (week prior: 197.7 cases per/100,000) 

 As of August 30 Nearly all Midwestern states (region 5) are showing signs of a plateau or decreases 

 29% of counties have high risk for medically significant disease and healthcare strain 

GLOBAL 

 Globally, as of September 1, 2022, the World Health Organization (WHO) reports 600,555,262 confirmed cases (up 

8,871,643 from August 19, 2022) and 6,472,914 deaths (up 29,608 from August 19, 2022) related to the SARS-CoV-2 

infection. 

 According to WHO’s weekly Epidemiological Situation Report as of August 28, 2022: 

o Over 4.5 million new cases were reported globally during the week of August 22 to August 28 of 2022, and the 

number of cases decreased by 16% during this timeframe. 

o The overall number of new weekly deaths decreased by 13% with over 13,500 fatalities reported.  

o At the country level, the highest numbers of new weekly cases were reported from Japan (-15%), the Republic of 

Korea (-16%), U.S. (-10%), the Russian Federation (+23%), and Germany (-22%); the highest numbers of new 

weekly deaths were in U.S. (-6%), Japan (+23%), Brazil (-6%), Italy (-4%), and the Republic of Korea (+25%) 

o A comparison of global weekly sequencing of variants of concern between August 7 to August 20 of 2022 shows 

that BA.5 Omicron descendent lineages continue to be dominant globally, with an increase in weekly prevalence 

from 72.4% to 78.2% 

o BA.2.75 is currently an Omicron sub variant under monitoring, which continues to show a relatively low weekly 

prevalence globally 

                                                                 
14 Rt is a unit of epidemiological unit of measurement to indicate the reproduction number of a virus over a particular time 

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/-/media/Project/Websites/coronavirus/Michigan-Data/Data-and-Modeling-Updates/20220830-Data-and-modeling-update_vMEDIA.pdf?rev=f9a8503bd4704119858468e7c2fe51db&hash=A0CAC72A9D83139901858D79B02DA5BD
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/-/media/Project/Websites/coronavirus/Michigan-Data/Data-and-Modeling-Updates/20220830-Data-and-modeling-update_vMEDIA.pdf?rev=f9a8503bd4704119858468e7c2fe51db&hash=A0CAC72A9D83139901858D79B02DA5BD
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/-/media/Project/Websites/coronavirus/Michigan-Data/Data-and-Modeling-Updates/20220830-Data-and-modeling-update_vMEDIA.pdf?rev=f9a8503bd4704119858468e7c2fe51db&hash=A0CAC72A9D83139901858D79B02DA5BD
https://covid19scenariomodelinghub.org/viz.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situation-reports
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o WHO conducts a routine assessment of variants of concern (VOCs), variants of interest (VOIs), and variants under 

monitoring (VUMs) in order to determine its risk posed to global public health. For more information on currently 

circulating variants and its classifications, visit Tracking SARS-CoV-2 Variants 

WASTEWATER SURVEILLANCE 

See the most recent MDHHS data and modeling update for the Michigan SWEEP Sentinel Wastewater Summary  

Hope College has collaborated with ACHD to produce a dashboard, which displays the most recent wastewater readings and case 

counts. The colored circles of differing sizes represent the concentration of COVID-19 in the wastewater as of September 1, 2022 

(TPA15, TPE16, TPP17), which have existing data points for the most recent nine calendar days (8/23/2022 – 9/1/2022).  

The areas with red circles correlate with the increase in cases at LTCFs and other congregate care facilities during this reporting 

period. With this dashboard, ACHD has been able to forecast a rise in cases, which has improved mitigation responses. Since the last 

reporting period, six facilities around these treatment sites have reported 2+ COVID-19 cases.  

The following three sites have the most current and accurate data readings: 

Allegan Sewershed Sites Trend Dates Current Trend Patterns 

TPA  9/1/2022                                                    Plateaued 

TPE  9/1/2022                                                               Increasing  

TPP  8/31/2022                                             Increasing 

The adjacent map shows current 

wastewater sewer shed sites that Hope 

College is monitoring in Allegan County 

Key: 

Red circles represent higher COVID-19 

concentration levels 

Yellow circles represent lower 

concentration levels 

Green circles indicate virtually no 

COVID-19 detection 

 

Read more about the method of using wastewater surveillance data, to monitor case patterns at individual and population levels as 

it relates to the SARS-CoV-2 infection 

EMERGING VARIANT UPDATES 

 Omicron continues to be the predominant variant of concern (VOC) both globally and nationally, with several sub-lineages, 

including BA.4, BA.5, BA.2.12.1, and recombinants18 of these. 

 The CDC Nowcast Projections (nationwide) estimate that the predominant Omicron sublineages BA.5 is projected at 88.7%, 

followed by BA.4.6 at 7.5%, BA.4 at 3.6%, and BA.2.12.1 at 0.2%. The combined national proportion of all Omicron lineages 

continues to be at 100% for the week ending on August 27, 2022. Refer to additional information on the CDC monitoring of 

nationwide variant proportions here. For routine updates on the original Omicron lineage B.1.1.529 and its descendant 

lineages, refer to Variants of the Virus | CDC. 

Data Takeaways:  

                                                                 
15 Allegan Water Resource Recovery Facility 
16 Allegan/Perrigo East Lift Station 
17 Plainwell Wastewater Treatment Plant 
18 Recombinant occurs in “a process in which the genomes of two SARS-CoV2 variants (that have infected a person at the same time) combine during the viral replication process to form a 
new variant that is different from both parent lineages.” 

https://www.who.int/en/activities/tracking-SARS-CoV-2-variants/
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/-/media/Project/Websites/coronavirus/Michigan-Data/Data-and-Modeling-Updates/20220719-Data-and-modeling-update_vMEDIA.pdf?rev=b2e17b8f65d04a12a198a914a94c8bd3&hash=B11AC9F72519C34C4D8C7B772DBA5FAC
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/stats/wastewater-surveillance/wastewater-surveillance-for-covid-19#:%7E:text=In%20Fall%202020%2C%20MDHHS%20utilized,existing%20statewide%20qPCR%20laboratory%20network.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/variants/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fvariants%2Fomicron-variant.html
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o The proportion of specimens sequenced and identified as BA.5 in the U.S. and Michigan continues to remain the 

most dominant. 

o Michigan: Since July 15, there have been 2,649 VOC specimens sequenced of which 100% are of the Omicron 

lineage and 84% of the Omicron sublineage BA.5 

o Data trends for the SARS-CoV-2 virus shows that some variant will emerge and disappear, while others will emerge 

and continue to spread and may replace previous variants. 

 Quick excerpts from the National Insititues of Health (NIH) on new technologies used for detection of emerging variants:  

o Recent studies and data shows that BA.4 and BA.5 subvariants require a larger viral load to be detected on Antigen 

tests, thus, making it possible to produce pseudo-negative results.  

o NIH oversees the Rapid Acceleration of Diagnostics (RADx) program, which aims at advancing the current testing 

equipment utilized for detecting SARS-CoV-2 infection. 

o The RADx initiative collaborates with scientists and organizations’ innovative methods in an effort to minimize 

false negatives with the newer omicron sublineages. 

 ACHD continues to monitor all Omicron sub-lineages and deploy response measures accordingly. 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC SURVEILLANCE 

MONKEYPOX (MPV) 

For background information on MPV and previous information discussed, refer to the 6/21/22 report. 

UPDATES: As of September 1, 2022, MDHHS and the CDC’s MPV Situation Summary has released the following data: 

 Michigan: 

o 199 total MPV cases identified (which is up from 126 cases reported in the previous update) 

 United States: 

o 19,465 total MPV/orthopoxvirus cases  

o California has the largest number of cases (n=3629) followed by New York (n=3367), Florida (n=1957), Texas 

(n=1698), Georgia (n=1418), and Illinois (n=1081) 

 Global: 

o 52,090 cases in 100 countries (93 of these countries have not historically reported MPV cases) 

o The United States has the largest number of cases (n=19,464), followed by Spain (n=6,543), Brazil (n=4,876), 

France (n=3,547), Germany (n=3,480), and United Kingdom (n=3,279) 

o 15 total Deaths have been reported from Nigeria (n=4), Ghana (n=3), Spain (n=2), Central African Republic (n=2), 

Brazil (n=1), and Ecuador (n=1), India (n=1), and Cuba (n=1) 

o For a detailed list of the outbreaks reported in non-endemic countries, refer to: Multi-country monkeypox 

outbreak in non-endemic countries (who.int)  

HIGHLY PATHOGENIC AVIAN INFLUENZA (HPAI) 

No new updates; refer to previous BOC updates on HPAI and the section above on HPAI best practices in this report. 

RECENT EMERGING HEALTH THREATS: AT A QUICK GLANCE 

Adenovirus and Acute Hepatitis 

 Updates according to situational report from WHO’s Dr. Philippa Easterbrook: 

o First cases were reported in Scotland in early April 2022 

o More than 1000 cases from 35 countries worldwide  

o Distinctive feature is rapid progression and severity of liver disease in previously healthy children 

o Approximately 1/3 of cases went to the ICU, with 48 cases requiring a liver transplant 

o 18 deaths 

o No link to COVID vaccination 

https://www.nih.gov/research-training/medical-research-initiatives/radx
https://www.allegancounty.org/home/showpublisheddocument/8754/637920090599270000
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/keep-mi-healthy/communicablediseases/diseasesandimmunization/mpv
https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/response/2022/us-map.html
https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/response/2022/world-map.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2022-DON385
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2022-DON385
https://www.allegancounty.org/home/showpublisheddocument/8547/637903909794070000
https://www.cdc.gov/ncird/investigation/hepatitis-unknown-cause/updates.html
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o 50-75% of all cases were positive for adenovirus. Two likely explanations: 

 Children may have become more susceptible to adenovirus due to COVID restrictions - less exposure to 

many infections 

 70% of children had evidence of past COVID infection which led to hyperactive immune response 

o Majority of cases are children less than 5 years 

 The World Health Organization has declared a moderate risk level for acute pediatric hepatitis. See the previous BOC report 

from 7/12/22 and the WHO Disease Outbreak News (DONs) for updates on Adenovirus and Acute Hepatitis. 

Arboviruses (Michigan Weekly Arbovirus Summary September 2, 2022) 

 18 mosquito pools positive for arbovirus infection 

o 3 human cases of West Nile Virus (WNV) or other arboviruses reported 

 12 mosquito pools from Arenac, Genesee, Gladwin, Huron, Iosco and Kent counties have tested positive for WNV 

 3 birds from Bay County, 1 bird from Saginaw, 1 bird from Shiawassee County, and 1 bird from Wayne have tested positive 

for WNV 

 6 mosquito pools from Bay, Midland, and Saginaw counties have tested positive for Jamestown Canyon Virus 

 1 mosquito pool from Saginaw County tested positive for LaCrosse (LAC) Encephalitis Virus 

 One horse from St. Joseph County has died from Eastern Equine encephalitis (EEE) 

 3,345 mosquito Pools tested (50,317 mosquitos) 

 Weekly Surveillance reports and the Annual EZID Surveillance Summary for 2021 can be found at 

www.mi.gov/emergingdiseases  

Rabies 

 As of August 30, 2022, Rabies-positive animals in Michigan include 29 Bats and 1 Skunk from the following counties: Alcona 

(1), Allegan (1), Bay (1), Delta (2), Huron (2), Kalamazoo (1), Kent (5), Oakland (2 bats and 1 skunk), Ottawa (2), Newaygo 

(1), Tuscola (2), Washtenaw (4), Ingham (1), Eaton (1), Shiawassee (1), Emmet (1), Berrien (1) 

Salmonella Outbreaks Linked to Backyard Poultry 

 No new updates; see the previous BOC report from 8/25/22. 

Salmonella Outbreaks Linked to Small Turtles 

 As of August 31, 2022: 21 cases reported from 14 states (none in Michigan) 

 8 hospitalizations, 0 deaths 

 Illness onset dates range: January 3, 2022 to July 15, 2022; the median age range for individuals that became ill is 14 years, 

and 60% of the individuals reporting ill are female 

 Epidemiologic data shows of 9 cases interviewed, all 9 (100%) reported contact with a pet turtle with a shell < 4 inches long 

Listeria Outbreaks Linked to Big Olaf Ice-cream 

 No new updates, please see the previous BOC report from 8/11/22. 

Shiga toxin-producing Escherchia coli (STEC) 

 As of September 1, 2022: 97 cases reported from 6 states (58 in Michigan) 

 43 hospitalizations, 0 deaths  

 Illness onset dates range: July 26, 2022 to August 15, 2022; the median age range for individuals that became ill is now 22 

years of age and 52% of the ill individuals are male 

 Epidemiologic data shows of the 43 individuals hospitalized, 10 developed hemolytic uremic syndrome 

 MDHHS issued a press release on August 16, 2022 regarding an increase in STEC infections across the state in addition to a 

MIHAN message sent late last week. For more information, see MDARD guidance and recommendations  

  

https://www.allegancounty.org/home/showpublisheddocument/8856/637934131123800000
https://www.allegancounty.org/home/showpublisheddocument/8856/637934131123800000
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news
https://www.cdc.gov/outbreaks/index.html
https://www.michigan.gov/emergingdiseases/-/media/Project/Websites/emergingdiseases/EZID_Annual_Surveillance_Summary.pdf?rev=c41c1aa053754235bc29f3d86c24b0c8
http://www.mi.gov/emergingdiseases
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/managing-resources/wildlife/wildlife-disease/rabies
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/managing-resources/wildlife/wildlife-disease/rabies
https://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/backyardpoultry-06-22/index.html
https://www.allegancounty.org/home/showpublisheddocument/9358/637970228055730000
https://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/stanley-07-22/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/listeria/outbreaks/monocytogenes-06-22/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/listeria/outbreaks/monocytogenes-06-22/index.html
https://www.allegancounty.org/home/showpublisheddocument/9214/637958220519930000
https://www.cdc.gov/ecoli/2022/o157h7-08-22/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ecoli/ecoli-symptoms.html
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SOURCES 

 Allegan County Health Department Facebook page 

 American Academy of Pediatrics: Hepatitis Cases 

Possibly Associated with Adenoviral Infection 

 American Community Survey 5-Year Data (2009-

2020) (census.gov)  

 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

 CDC COVID-19 Booster Interactive Tool 

 CDC COVID-19 Data Tracker 

 CDC Recommends the First Updated COVID-19 

Booster 

 CDC Current Outbreak List | CDC 

 CDC Health Alert Network  

 CDC Provisional COVID-19 Deaths: Focus on Ages 0-

18 Years  

 CDC Stay Up-to-date on Vaccinations 

 COVID-19 Bivalent Vaccine Boosters FDA page 

 COVID Data Tracker Weekly Review 

 COVID-19 Vaccine Dashboard 

 CHN Associates, Student, and Family Assistance 

Program Monthly Report 

 Division of Vector-Borne Diseases (DVBD) | Division 

of Vector-Borne Diseases | NCEZID | CDC 

 FDA Authorizes Bivalent Booster Doses 

 FDA: Investigations of Foodborne Illness Outbreaks 

 Find a COVID-19 Vaccine Near You  

 Hepatitis outbreak in children  

 HONU 

 Lighthouse (mi-lighthouse.org) 

 Long Term Care Data 

 MDHHS Monkeypox Page 

 MDHHS School Outbreak Reporting 

 MDHHS: School Age Case Data Dashboard 

 MI Bridges  

 MI COVID response Data and Modeling  

 MI Weekly Arbovirus Summary, 2022 (michigan.gov) 

 Michigan Coronavirus: COVID-19 Vaccine 

 Michigan COVID-19 Wastewater Testing and SWEEP 

Dashboard 

 Michigan Coronavirus Data 

 Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 

(MDHHS) Breakthrough Cases Data File  

 Michigan Disease Surveillance System (MDSS) 

 Michigan DNR Eyes in the Field 

 Michigan Health Alert Network (MIHAN) 

 MI Safe Start Map and CDC Indicators 

 New COVID-19 Cases Worldwide - Johns Hopkins 

Coronavirus Resource Center (jhu.edu) 

 Office of International Health and Biodefense - 

United States Department of State 

 Our World in Data - Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

Hospitalizations 

 Previous BOC report from August 25, 2022 

 Sewer Coronavirus Alert Network (SCAN) 

(wastewaterscan.org) 

 Technical Report: Acute Hepatitis of Unknown Cause 

| CDC 

 US Food and Drug Administration 

 Vaccinate West Michigan 

 World Health Organization Coronavirus Dashboard 

 https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-

coronavirus-WHO Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 

Weekly Epidemiological Update and Weekly 

Operational Update2019/situation-reports 

 

https://publications.aap.org/redbook/resources/20171?autologincheck=redirected
https://publications.aap.org/redbook/resources/20171?autologincheck=redirected
https://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets/acs-5year.2018.html
https://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets/acs-5year.2018.html
https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html#when-you-can-get-booster
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/%23datatracker-home
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2022/s0901-covid-19-booster.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2022/s0901-covid-19-booster.html
https://www.cdc.gov/outbreaks/index.html
https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2022/han00463.asp
https://data.cdc.gov/NCHS/Provisional-COVID-19-Deaths-Focus-on-Ages-0-18-Yea/nr4s-juj3
https://data.cdc.gov/NCHS/Provisional-COVID-19-Deaths-Focus-on-Ages-0-18-Yea/nr4s-juj3
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-bivalent-vaccine-boosters
file://///maple/vol1/Health/Shared/MANUALS/Health%20Department%20Shared%20Tools/COMMUNICATIONS/COVID-19/BOC%20Updates/5%20-%20May%202022/•%09https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214-547150--,00.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ncezid/dvbd/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ncezid/dvbd/index.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-moderna-pfizer-biontech-bivalent-covid-19-vaccines-use#:~:text=Today%2C%20the%20U.S.%20Food%20and,following%20primary%20or%20booster%20vaccination.
https://www.fda.gov/food/outbreaks-foodborne-illness/investigations-foodborne-illness-outbreaks
http://www.vaccinefinder.org/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/media-resources/science-in-5/hepatitis-outbreak-in-children
https://mirador.mi-lighthouse.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98163_98173-526911--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/keep-mi-healthy/communicablediseases/diseasesandimmunization/mpv
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/stats/school-outbreak
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/stats/k-to-12-aged-isd-reporting
https://newmibridges.michigan.gov/s/isd-landing-page?language=en_US
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/20220405_Data_and_modeling_update_vMEDIA_750812_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/emergingdiseases/Folder3/Weekly_Arbovirus_Summary.pdf?rev=f639f70b53ce4f7fabb4548f9a452a3d
http://www.michigan.gov/covidvaccine
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98163_98173-545439--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98163_98173-545439--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/stats
https://www2.dnr.state.mi.us/ORS/Home?utm_campaign=hpai%20removing%20bird%20feeders&utm_medium=pr&utm_source=govdelivery
https://mistartmap.info/cdc-indicators
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/data/new-cases
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/data/new-cases
https://www.state.gov/bureaus-offices/under-secretary-for-economic-growth-energy-and-the-environment/bureau-of-oceans-and-international-environmental-and-scientific-affairs/office-of-international-health-and-biodefense/
https://www.state.gov/bureaus-offices/under-secretary-for-economic-growth-energy-and-the-environment/bureau-of-oceans-and-international-environmental-and-scientific-affairs/office-of-international-health-and-biodefense/
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-hospitalizations
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-hospitalizations
https://www.allegancounty.org/home/showpublisheddocument/9358/637970228055730000
https://wastewaterscan.org/
https://wastewaterscan.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/ncird/investigation/hepatitis-unknown-cause/technical-report.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ncird/investigation/hepatitis-unknown-cause/technical-report.html
https://www.fda.gov/
http://www.vaccinatewestmi.com/
https://covid19.who.int/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
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FREE AT-HOME TEST KITS FROM MDHHS AVAILABLE AT 2 LIBRARIES IN 

ALLEGAN COUNTY: 

o Allegan District Library (331 Hubbard St, Allegan) 

o Fennville District Library (400 W Main St, Fennville) 

FREE COMMUNITY TESTING EVENTS ARE HELD EVERY WEDNESDAY AND 

FRIDAY AT THE ALLEGAN COUNTY TRANSPORTATION BUILDING FROM 12 

PM – 5 PM. THESE EVENTS OFFER PCR AND RAPID TESTING OPTIONS. 

VISIT THE MDHHS COMMUNITY BASED POP-UP TESTING PAGE TO SIGN 

UP FOR THE TESTING EVENTS AT ALLEGAN TRANSPORTATION 

BUILDING AND TO FIND OTHER TESTING SITES NEAR YOU. 

Visit https://www.solvhealth.com/covid-testing to find additional COVID-

19 sites near you.  

COVID-19 testing location finder: Coronavirus - Test 

If residents are struggling to find accessible testing, they can call ACHD at 

269-673-5411 option 2 and we can help them navigate the systems. 

https://bit.ly/3u1ezsA
https://www.solvhealth.com/covid-testing?fbclid=IwAR1YbPcRDDxrjRQT-ZEyEm3YfCtBIP6_8RhqdbqtBKqQTPXAsMbw-NvVGyk
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-99891_99912---,00.html

